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ANOTHER BOY 
WONDER FOR 
CBS? 


Ira A. Hirschmann, formerly v.p. | 
in charge of advertising and mer- | 
chandising at Saks-Fifth Avenue, | 
N. Y., department store, is reported | 
to have been submitted for the post 
of CBS v.p. in charge of sales, re- 
cently made vacant by the resigna- 
tien of Ken Boice. Hirschmann, | 
though in his early 30s, has for| 








i 
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Just Wanted Tony 


Pittsburgh, Oct, 18. 
‘Amphitryon 38,’ currently in 
Philly, is carrying a barber on 
its tour to keep the legs of the 
maie principals cleanly shaven 
before each performance. Char- 
lie Washburn, p.a. for attraction, 
dropped backstage while show 
was playing Boston and ran 
into flock of players he hadn't 
seen since leaving New York 
several weeks before. 

‘Nice of you to drop back 
and say hello, Charlie,’ they 
chorused. ‘I’m not here to see 
you,’ Washburn shot back, ‘I 
just want a haircut.’ 











years been decidedly active as “LUNTS MULLING 


speaker on advertising and mer- 
chandising, specializing as a sort of | 
debunker of allegedly trade secrets. 

As one of the sponsors of the 
Friends of Music, Hirschmann has 
projected himself as the businessman 
who is also endowed with the soul of 
the artist. He has frequently broad- 
cast as a commentator on symphony 
programs, 

Angle about Hischmann’s candi- 
dacy. that has caused speculation 
among the ad agencies is how the ad- 
dition of a third boy wonder would 
be taken by the CBS board of di- 
rectors. The two CBS personalities 
that have had this tag attached to 
them for years are William S. Paley 
and Paul Kesten, the latter a v.p. 
and rated in the trade as tops in ra- 
dio promotion and public relations 
thinking. Both are also in the 30s. 


TOWN BEING BUILT UP 
AROUND PA. STRAWHAT 


Reading, Pa., Oct. 18. 


Building a theatre for a town is 
nothing new, but building a town 
around a theatre is a departure from 
custom. At Deer Lake, 22 miles 
north of Reading, where the Deer 
Lake Players and William Lovejoy, 
director, have just closed a success- 
ful season, signs have been posted 
calling attention to the fact that the 
community that has grown up at 
and around the theatre and the lake 
is now a borough. So many of the 
cottages erected in the theatre com- 








munity on the shores of the little) 


mountain and meadow lake are of 
permanent construction, occupied all 
the year round, that a charter has 
been taken out for the town and a 
regular local government estab- 


FIVE-PLAY 
TOUR 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 

Called back to Philadelphia from 
here over weekend, Charlie Wash- 
burn goes into huddle with Lunts 
and Theatre Guild execs today 
(Tuesday) over plan which will keep 
team out on road all season in five 
different plays, ‘Amphitryon 38,’ ‘Sea 
Gull,’ ‘Reunion in Vienna,’ “Taming 
of the Shrew’ and ‘Idiot’s Delight.’ 
| Won't be played in repertory, how- 
ever, and show will depend entirely 
on town played. . 


Lunts’ original idea was to play 
‘only ‘Amphitryon’ and ‘Sea Gull’ this 
|season, but flock of towns on tem- 
|porary route sheet have requested 
|others of their past hits which they 
| haven't previously seen. Number of 
i'towns in midwest have asked for 
‘Taming of Shrew, with others, 
| where ‘Amphitryon’ and ‘Gull’ have 
| been booked, indicating preference 
| for ‘Delight.’ 


OPERA IMPRESARIO’S 
CLAN SOLID SENDERS 


Sons of Alfredd Salmaggi, popu- 
lar priced grand opera impresario, 
| have deserted the footsteps of their 
father and switched to swing, the 
other extreme music. Alfredo, Jr., 
is currently batoning his own swing 
| crew in a Brooklyn spot, Hugo is 

















lished. The theatre will be a com- | rehearsing an outfit of his own which 
munity hall for entertainments, | will debut next month, and Guido, 
huskin’ bees and the like, over the | who has sung leading roles in operas 
winter, until Lovejoy reopens his | at the Hippodrome, N. Y., is on a 
1939 season. swing program at WHN, N. Y. 

Don Humbert and Arthur Humby, 
F nephews of Salmaggi, are also in the 

i cati ‘field, Don leads a stringed outfit in 

ilm Appreciation Course Boston, and Arthur is a_ singing 

Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 





: ; - - | guitarist at the Cafe des Artistes, 
Course in motion picture apprecia- 


tion, believed to be first of its kind 
the country, has been started at 
Temple University, 


Listed as a ‘hobby course,’ it is | 
taught by Dr, Arthur England, pro- 


€ssor of English, who has written 


humerous books and criticisms on 
drama, 


| N. Y. 


| 





_ From M. H. to Carnegie 
Mischa Violin, violinist, will con- 

cert in Carnegie Hall, New York, 

| next Wednesday (26) night. 

| He’s assistant conductor of the Ra- 

| dio City Music Hall Symph. 


CHIEFLY, H'WOOD 
LIBELS THE CRAFT 


Those Hollywood Versions 
of Working Newspaper- 
men Gripe the Hinterland 
Editors—But Nation’s Pub- 








DUALS, BANKO, ETC, 


By AL SELIG 


Regarding the undercurrent of re- 


diplomatic and tactless behavior of 
motion picture theatre managers in 
their dealings with newspaper ed- 
itors, other matters are brought to 
light which have a very important 
and direct bearing on the relation- 
ship that exists between the industry 
and the press of the country. What 
may at first seem trivial, in the aggre- 
gate form the basis of the many barbs 
of criticisms levelled against the in- 
dustry as a whole. 

The portrayal on the screen of 
newspapermen and their work, in 


(Continued on page 26) 
Politics and ‘Pins’ 
Don’t Mix in Mpls.; 
Resent Vote Bally 


Minneapolis, Oct. 18. 

An attempt by a member of the 
‘Pins and Needles’ cast to make a 
political speech between the acts of 
a performance at the Lyceum here 
aroused audience resentment and 
stirred some of the customers into 
booing. 

Mrs. Elmer Benson, wife of the 
present governor who is a candidate 
for re-election in a red-hot cam- 
paign, attended the performance as 
a guest of the company. During the 
intermission one of the cast members 
stepped in front of the curtain with 
a bouquet of roses which, he an- 
nounced, the garment workers were 
presenting to Mrs. Benson, ‘the wife 
of the next governor of Minnesota.’ 

After Mrs. Benson had stepped 
from her box to the stage and re- | 
ceived the flowers, the young actor | 
returned to the center and told the | 
audience, ‘We hope you will have | 
no difficulty in re-electing Governor | 
Benson.’ The storm of boos and | 
hisses followed. 











BLUE BOOK AMS | 


Having run the gamut, amateur 
night has reached the social strata | 
where it will be tried on debutantes | 
patronizing the Coq Rouge, New | 
York nitery. 

Boite will hold weekly tyro night | 
to select performing socialite aon 
one week’s engagement—with pay. | 
'Starts around mid-November. 





sentment that is caused by the un-| 








Sweet-Adeliners Now A 
Nat'l Org.; Mebbe a Short 


St. Louis, Oct. 18. 
The Hollywood Chapter of the So- 
ciety for the Preservation of Barber 


s z : . | Shop Quartet Singing will be) 
lishers Admit Film Biz formally installed next December | 

n culiar Prob- | 224 Metro has promised to make a 
“a Ma y Peculiar Pete Smith short, around the idea, | 
ems 


according to O. C, Cash, Tulsa, Okla., 
national prez. 


Cash states that with this move- 
ment, which is gaining in popularity, 
he has had radio and a beer sponsor 
after him to interest him in a na- 
tional barber shop singfest, but such 
offers have “been nixed, asserting 
that the national organization would 
|not commercialize its efforts. The 
| film short idea is an exception, 





| 





WIDE-OPEN 
COME-ON 


Word is being quietly spread 
around that nearly ‘anything goes’ 
at the San Francisco Fair. Coast 
entry has to compete with New 
York’s World Fair of 1939 and the 
Casa Manana at Ft. Worth, so is re- 
portedly inviting any and all in way 
of attractions. 

Idea is to let gambling, sex stuff, 
etc., have their fling on the midway, 
as extra lure. Impression is that 
New York’s event will be ultra con- 
servative. 

Whalen’s Restrictions 

There will be no get-rich-quick— 
or even the opportunity for it—if 
Grover Whalen gets his way, and it’s 


(Continued on page 53) 








FRISCO FAIR'S 


Growing Resentment Against H'wood 
Craze for Racing Nags 


and Stables 


Chicago, Oct. 18. 

| There is a growing resentment 
among exhibitors and exhibitor or- 
ganizations against the fad among 
| Coast names for horses and racing 
| stables. They feel that the Coast 
actors, producers, directors and 
others who are buying and racing 
| horses are militating against the best 
interests of their Own _ business; 
figuratively cutting the throat of 
show biz. 

Especially is this brought home to 
the exhibitors throughout the coun- 
| try by the present rumble among 
| tracks to install night racing in 
| many key spots. Admitting that it’s 
| tough enough competition as a day- 
| time sport, the exhibs are already 
| wailing that it will be dynamite 
| rivalry under lights. 

Exhibs are trying to buck the com- 
| petition of handbooks, which in some 
| key towns play to as many as 166,000 
| people daily. Thus, even though the 





| 





| horses may not attract mobs out to 
the tracks, the races nevertheless 
militate against the theatre box- 
offices by giving the public betting 
opportunities in the handbook rooms. 

Feeling among the theatre men is 
that the activity of the Coast names 
in the racing field is giving the race- 
track too much glamor and appeal 
through the association of Hollywood 
with the nags., 


See Super-Machines, 
Rented Out to Parties, 
As Killing Employment 


Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 
Tooters’ local is seeking a means— 
| and quickly—of eliminating a new 
| menace to employment of flesh mu- 
sicians which has popped up here in 
the past couple months. Menace, ac- 
| cording to Rex Ricardi, secretary of 
the union, consists of several indi- 
viduals and firms who are making a 


(Continued on page 53) 





























‘The Hour 





} 


Phil Spitalny 


his 


All Girl Orchestra 


of Charm’ 


on tour 


Riverside, Milwaukee, Week Oct. 21 
























de tp ee tn Ota .? % 7 











goo = grein 
SARE ap emma 1M 


panorantn si sn <taswatnarerrsaines 


. Gree 
png AN a mm i tn 


(4, ean scewentarense = Seton Soins 








i le Execs at Hays Office Meet 
1H Hear Need for Curtailng Costs 


VARIETY 


PICTURES 


Wednesday, October 19, 1933 


Balaban Sees Better Final Quarter 
vou an aatstzeveeoct ®.) Than Last Year; Par Execs to H’'wood 
Peery long after its first stage presen- 


tation with the late Mrs. Leslie Car- + 
| ter, 39 years ago, when reformers 





‘ZAZA’ ENCORES 


Thirty-nine Years Later, Haysites 
Kick It Around Befere OK 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 





— 
= 















































this year. Company's net profit for| stock on record Oct. 28. Trans-Lux French curtail U. S. film allottment.................cccceeee: Page 13 
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the initial six months of 1937 when! _ Initial session of Columbia Pic- | Freddie Barthol : 17 
Giccomo Rimini, Rosario Scalero, | 20th-Fox reported $3,755,483. | tures directors voted to pay the reg- | ; td ere vbr hd cc Page 1 
Beris Romanoff, Fritz Kreisler,| Along with several healthy money- | ular quarterly dividend on the pre- | ace Cte eg DDE On a Page 30 
Sergei Rachmaninoff, Meyer W.| making features which appeared on fered stock last week. This divvy Radio reviews: Chester Morris, Jack Haley, W. C. Fields, 
i Weisgal, Richzrd Collet, Syvivia| the horizon in recent weeks, out- of 68%4c. maintains the usual $2.75 Mickey Rooney-Eddie Cantor..... Page 40 
i Sanders, Abbe Ernest Dimnet, Bev-| standing one, and most definitely | annual rate on the convertible pref- | Rentais sot m4 : ee. eee ene ange 
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Aired: Other Film Trade Probl 


Warning that production costs 
must be controlled because of the 
current foreign situation, discussion 
of the Guild setup on the Coast and 


sounding of sentiment on the cur- 


tionally, the pending Federal civil 


| kicked it around. This time Para- 
‘mount is having trouble with the 





| Hays office getting a purity seal for 
the picture starring Claudette Colbert. 





Att.: Waukegan Papers 





Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Jack Benny’s next picture for, 
Paramount is ‘The Man In Evening} 


Film was finished two weeks ago 
and is out of the cutting room, but 
work on the 
been halted pending outcome of con- 
versations with Haysites. Held like- 


ly several sequences may have to be | 





music recording has | 


Val Paul Out at U 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Val Paul, studio manager at Unl- 
versal for two years and a half, 
checked off the lot at the expira- 
tion of his contract. 
Understood Martin 
combine his duties 





Murphy will 
as production 


Based on present indications, the 
product Paramount is releasing this 
fall and the improvement that is 
being shown in theatre grosses, Bar- 
ney Balaban predicts that the final 
quarter for Par this year will be 
much better than the corrésponding 
quarter in 1937, Viewing the general 


: j ; : yutlook favorably <z anticipati 
rent trade practice huddles were! Clothes,’ slated to start in January scrubbed before Haysians approve. | manager with those of the job left ee seca ae eee sea oe 
principal matters brought before the] after Benny finishes ‘Man About cog ta T er | vacant by Paul. Murphy is one of compare favorably with last October 
Hays office directors’ meeting last} Town,’ " ‘ . the few department heads left from! yo ember and December, the presi« 
Saturday (19) in New York. Addi- Harlan Thompson will produce} Niven as Raffles the Laemmle regime. dent of Par pointed to forward plane 


suit against major companies was 
touched upon in connection with a 
thorough airing of intra-industry 
relations between distributors and 
exhibitors. Pictures’ ‘greatest year’ 
campaign was reported on and plans 
for motion pictures at both the New 
York and San Francisco world 
fairs came before the meeting. It 
was the second adjourned session of | 
the regular third quarter meeting 
of the directorate which convened | 
originally last month. 

Instead of touching on the Italian 
situation specifically, the directors 
went over the foreign distribution 
setup generally. Dwindling return 
from the foreign field as a result of 
the war scare and its outcome, plus 
the new edict on distribution in 
Italy, and other unfavorable de- 
velopments outside the domestic} 
market, were pointed to as clear in-| 
dications that curbing of costs must | 
be practiced if companies are to) 
show a profit on pictures. 

Dwindling Fereign B.O. 








the picture, now being written by| 
Billy Wilder and Charles Brackett. 


TRULY HAPPY 
DAYS IN DIXIE 


Atlanta, Oct. 18. 

South may be the naiion’s No. 1 
economic problem as Governmental 
bigwigs contend, but there’s money 
down here in copidus quantities and 
show biz is just plain good. All signs | 
point to improved conditions, indi- | 
cating that Dixie is in van of na-/| 
tion’s geographical sections in. beat- 
ing its way back from recession wild- 








| woods into sunshine of prosperity. 


Statements of condition of Atlanta 


former writers at 
been put under contract by Gold- 
wyn. 
to Robert Riskin 





Hollywood, Oct. 18, 
‘Raffles’ gets a remake by Sam 


| 

Goldwyn with David Niven in the 
role essayed by Ronald Colman eight 
| years ago. 


Player gets star billing. 
Jo Swerling and Edmund North, 
Columbia, have 
North 


also functions as aide 





L. A. to N. Y. 


Beulah Bondi. 
Louise Campbell. 
Eddie Carrier. 
Robert Cobb. 
George Corcoran. 
Jaime del Amo. 
Douglas Fairbanks, Jr. 
Corey Ford. 

Lud Gluskin. 
James R. Grainger. 
Cary Grant. 
Jascha Heifetz. 





Chicago, Oct. 18. 

| Louis Blaine, RKO press chief 
jhere since John Joseph resigned to 
igo with Universal, is also switching 
}to Universal. Goes to Coast to join 
the Joseph staff. 


BIRTH OF THE 
MODERN NITERY 


By BILL HALLIGAN 


Walked out of Billy Rose’s Casa 
, the other night and my thoughts 
went back 30 years to Fred Train's 
saloon in Chicago. Basically they 
are both the same. It takes some- 
thing to make them lay down theif 
knives and forks. A lot of talent 


{at the h.o. 





ning by his company for the 1939-49 
season at this early date. 

Balaban left for the Coast Monday 
night (17), accompanied by Stanton 
L. Griffis, chairman of the executive 
committee, and Russell Holman, who 
is in charge of preduction matters 
Group will be joined 
later by Neil F. Agnew who planned 
flying out Monday (17) but had to 
postpone. If he doesn't get away to- 
day (Wednesday), when distribution 
meetings start on self-regulation, he 
will shove off toward the end of the 
week, 

Group will huddle at the studio 
with Adolph Zukor, William Le- 


| Baron and others for two or three 
| weeks and, in addition to any ad- 


ministrative matters coming up, dis- 
cussion of current production prob- 
lems, etc., will plan for the °39-'40 
season. Setup on Par product 
through to March 1 is completed and, 
generally throughout Par, optimism 
prevails as to the sales and b.o, 
quality of the pictures that will go 


j ma rai 7 k n < i « « r) Tr. 
In this connection, it was men-| clearing house banks as called for | yess srenigeon. ogi Waa hese. face “poaten ater distribution will 
ti h I dded revenue was/| by comptroller of currency, revealed | oison. : ere ati ' oe 
nat Duathahiie poll es justify outlay lies + ear here have attained | Patsy Kelly. singers and composers. We used to/run very satisfactorily on the final 


of $2,500,000 or more for a feature, 
excepting in rare instances. This is 
something that foreign distribution 


highest total since beginning of 1937 | 
and are within $5,500,000 of all-time | 
peak established on Dec. 31, 1936, ' 


George Laganas, 
Harry Leonard. 
Janet Martin. 


call the singers ‘sawdust canaries’, 
some of them became musical com- 
edy and vaudeville stars. Now that 





quarter, and although grosses are be- 
hind last year at this time, the im- 
provement has been notable and, if 


He ag Wn ag te ee a hen $246,673,389 hed ‘in At Eve Meade vaudeville is a thing of the past, the| levels are held in coming months, 
eads e n sayi or two or| when ,673,389 was cached in At- | ‘tuation is in revers stars are | , sonal 
three months because they were | lanta’s four big financial institutions.| Winifred Mulcahy. <cana Sadho ip 90-0uEE aloeet ‘ sp Senneat ak amaaetth tock pene. 
fully cognizant ef the diminishing! Present (Sept. 28) deposits of | Mr. and Mrs. Pat O'Brien. | gy a k Dip last season, with recession, came 
ee eet ee aoe Re eee on Cees 0 iy Paes. Poppe ry sale aot a eee in the final quarter, the outlook now 
matter was laid before the directors | more than $22,000,000 over preceding | ay Faiey. cat eae 


because virtually a full membership 
was in attendance. 

After the pending Federal action | 
was mentioned, a thorough mulling | 
of trade practices, particularly as 
they would be affected by the cur- 
rent trade practice meetings, oc- | 
cupied the attention of the directors. | 
Because the directors present rep- 
resented the top executive positions 
of eight major companies, general 
sounding out of opinion in advance 
of the trade parleys was possible. 

Although no action was taken by 
the directorate, discussion of trade 
practices was one of the vital things 
brought up, it being the first time 
that as many ace major officials got 
together around a table to size up 
the situation. 





comptroller’s call for conditions as of | 
June 30, when total was $219,125,608. | 
Movement on foot to get Govern- | 
ment to peg cotton prices higher | 
than present guarantee of 8.3c. per | 
pound is another potential ray of | 
sunshine for South. If figure is 
boosted any amount at all it will add | 
millions to farmers’ income and the | 
territory below the Mason and Dixon | 
line will find itself hurled right into | 
the middle of Prosperity, with a cap- | 
ital P—and no mistake, because 
crops are good. 
A prosperity note, involving the | 


Ga., last week when Roy Parrish, | 
manager of the Georgia-Florida- | 


that the U. S. Department of Agri- | 





Guilds, the Fair, Etc. 
Full survey .of developments in 


connection with the Directors, Ac- | 


tors and Writers Guilds was made 
at Saturday’s session, subject of the 
Guilds being brought up because a 
committee on the Coast wanted to 
know what attitude to assume in the 
future. Directors in from the Coast 
advised the board fully of the way 
matters stood. 

It was explained to the board that 
the film industry was making a fea- 
ture tor the New York Fair, this 
to be a panorama of highlights 
from American history with work- 
ing title of ‘Cavalcade of America.’ 
Officially explained that the picture 
will be shown in the Federal build- 
ing at the fair by the U. S. Com- 
mission of the exposition, of which 
Edward J. Flynn is VU. S. Commis- 
sioner. 

Plans for a picture at the San 
Francisco Fair also were taken up. 
Indicated that this will be similar 
to the one for the N. Y. exposition 
excepting that the western theme 
will be developed. 

Attending the directors’ meeting 
were Barney Balaban, Nate J. 
Blumberg, Harry Cohn, Jack Cohn, 
Samuel Goldwyn, Sidney R. Kent, 
Will Hays, Nicholas M. Schenck. 
Joseph M. Schenck, Maurice Silver- 
stcne, Leo Spitz, Albert Warner and 
Harry M. Warner. 





Aldo Spcldi. 


culture has made $3,000,000 available | 


Gail Patrick. 
Harry. Perry. 
Paul Price. 

B. W. Richards. 
Tiny Ruffner, 
William, Saal. 
Ann Sothern. 
George Trainer. 
Roland Young. 


SAILINGS 


Nov. 5 (London to New York), 
Cinda Glenn (Normandie). 
Oct. (London to New York), Mar- 





lowly goober, came out of Camilla,| cel Hellman, Benny Ross, Maxine 
Stone (Ile de France). 


Oct. 19 (New York to London), 


Aiabama Peanut Ass’n, announced | Otto Kruger, Ben Goetz, Sam Wood 


(Queen Mary). 
Oct. 17 (San Francisco to Tokyo), 


'for the purchase of peanuts through J. W. Piper (Tatsu Maru). ' 


the Association, 
| helps! 
| ] 


Every little bit | 


Oct. 14 (London to New York), 
Fred Duprez ‘(President Harding). 





Earnings of 20th-Fox took a spurt 
recently with indications that they 
currently are running as high if not 
above last year at this time, ac- 
cording to reports received in Wall 
Street this week. Although the third 
quarter report covering the first | 
nine months up to the end of Sep-| 
tember will not be available for 
several weeks, this is expected to) 
reveal part of this gain. 

Those financial observers 








who 


of last year, when $8,617,114 net, 
profit was reported, realize that the 
company must first overcome a 10% 
handicap for the first six months 








Fox also has had the advantage of | 


Ath-Fox Earnings Spurt, ‘Alex’ 
Aiding; May Par 1937's Net Take 


having steady grossers from its sev- 
eral group of series production. 
Based on figures for the first 26 
weeks, the company will show more 
than $3 per share on the common 
this year with chances that it may 
£0 around $3.50. Although no divi- 
dends were received from National 
Theatres, the company’s theatre af- 
filiate or subsid. profit for first half 
amounted to $1.55 per share on the 
common. Satisfactory result and 
indication that per share earnings 


may pick up in the last quarter is | 
, seen in the fact that common share | 
foresee 20th-Fox earnings for the| earnings were higher in the June | 


full year of 1938 to be equal to those | Quarter than the first three months 


of 1938. 

Loew's, Inc., directors declared the 
usual quarterly dividend of $1.62%4 
on the preferred, payable Nov. 15 to 


business at the session was routine. 


ton theatre on Broadway, he called it 
the Follies Bergere, but it was a bit 
ahead of the times. It was a flop. 
It started a vogue of master of cere- 
monies, however, but I doubt if any 
of them compared with the original 
—James J. Morton, the ‘fellow of in- 
finite jest’. Jim lived up to the bil- 
ling. Would say offhand that Frank 
Fay was the runner-up 


he had no stooges. When I went 
to work for Fred Train in Chicago 
in 1906. Fred Fisher was the 
piano player at $3 a night. Bob 
Adams was my partner. Bob had 
been professional manager for Rem- 
ick and was somewhat of a song- 
writer. He and Jim O'Day had writ- 
ten ‘The Sweetest Girl In Dixie’, 
probably the first of the glorifying- 
the-south songs, and another ditty 
called ‘Not Because Your Hair Is 
Curly’. They were both big hits. 


place at the piano and shortly after 
Percy wrote ‘Put On Your Old Gray 
Bonnet’. One day a kid named Herbert 
Ingraham strolled in and Train put 
him to work after he had played a few 
of his jingles on the upright. Herb 
met Mable Hite, a musical comedy 
star, if there ever was one, and went 
home and wrote, ‘I Would If I Could, 
But I Can't, Because I'm Married 
Now’ and ‘Won’t You Waltz Home 
Sweet Home With Me For Old-Times’ 
Sake?’ Titles in those days were a 
mouthful. In the meantime Fisher 
had written ‘If The Man In The 
Moon Were A Coon’ and with the 
royalties he and Jimmy Lucas set up 
a saloon in oposition to Train. It was 
two doors down the block. George 
Whiting had a place on the north 
side called the White Palace and was 
singing a song of Fisher’s that soon 
became another hit, ‘I’ve Said My 
(Continued on page 53) 








Jim Morton didn’t carry a cane and | 


Then Percy Wenrich took Fisher's | 








leading to optimism that this fall and 
early winter will be much better, 
Par has winners so far this season 
in ‘Sing You Sinners,’ ‘Spawn of 
North’ and ‘If 1 Were King,’ with 
much expected from other pictures 
yet to come, among them ‘Men With 
Wings,’ shortly due, and ‘Arkansas 
Traveler.’ 

Balaban declared no changes were 
contemplated at the studio, 

E. V. Richards arrived in New 
York Friday (14) to see Balaban and 
Griffis, as well as other execs at the 
Paramount home office prior to their 
takeoff for the Coast. Present plans 
are to hold the Paramount theatre 
convention in New Orleans, head- 
quarters of Richards and the Saen- 
ger chain, next March. 

A week ago Y. Frank Freeman 
flew to New Orleans on a quickie to 
contact Richards. He was called 
back to the home office and had to 
cut his stay short. Hunter Perry, 
Virginia Par operator, is also in 
a F 





N. Y. to L. A. 


Barney Balaban. 
Harry Cohn. 
Armand Denis. 
Arthur Dreifuss. 
Bill Eglinton. 
Douglas Fairbanks. 
Leon Fromkess. 
Samuel Goldwyn. 
Stanton Griffis. 
Russell Holman, 
Miriam Hopkins. 
Al Lichtman. 
Chester Morris. 
Wayne Morris. 
Alan Mowbray. 
Gabriel Paseal 
Joe Pasternak, 
George Raft. 
Leila Roosevelt. 





Other News of Interest to Films 
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THE TRADE CONFERENCES) 


Trade conferences between a committee representing major distributors 
and various exhibitor groups are in progress in New York. Upon the 
outcome of these meetings and the agreements for revision of certain 
trade practices the course of future developments of the entire industry 
is likely to depend. 








Conferees would do well to widen the scope of the subjects for dis- 
cussion to include the industry’s public relations as well as internal read- 
justments. Only by attacking the difficult problems from the viewpoint 
of highest principle can lasting success come from the meetings. Recog- 
nition at all times of the industry’s obligation to the public will be a 
safety zone when internal questions create strong oppositions and debates, 
as they are sure to do. 





e 
it would be well for those who sit on the sidelines to withhold critical 
comment of any individual ideas or plans which will be tossed on the 
table for discussion in the course of the meetings, There are some trade 
practice knots which hold industry expansion in such a tight grip that 
mere debate and argument will not loosen, Such problems will be solved 
by surgery. 





Decision of Warner Bros. organization to enter the conferences removes 
at the beginning of the discussions a cause of much concern on the part 
of proponents of the joint meetings that full values from weeks of work 
might be vitiated because of lack of unanimity among distributors. 
Warners have made a constructive decision to the benefit of the entire 
industry by sitting in and giving the joint groups the benefit of practical 
experience, particularly in the field of exhibition. 





In the background, dark clouds cast a shadow of future uncertainty on 
everyone engaged in the film industry, whether producer, distributor or 
exhibitor. Threat of war in Europe and the consequent diminishing 
markets, which already are shrinking under stringent embargoes, are 
thrusts at world-wide revenues. The slack cannot be taken up by higher 
domestic film rentals. Hollywood production costs are due for slicing 
And that’s going to be a tougher assignment than adjusting score charges. | 





Immediately in the foreground are the several Government and indi- 
vidual conspiracy and anti-trust suits against distributors. It is common 
knowledge that some film executives have disregarded their own legal 
advisers in joining the trade conferences because of the pending Depart- 
ment of Justice action. Notwithstanding, the decision to attempt intra- 
industry adjustment was made with the determination to solve problems 
by negotiation, if possible. 





Most important cause for industry concern is the fact that the anti-film 
legislative program is likely to get out of hand during the coming Con- 
gressional and legislative meetings unless the industry, as a unit, is pre- 
pared to check the zealousness of regulatory groups which would like 
to see a Federal agency for films fashioned after the Federal Communica- 
tions Bureau, which keeps the broadcasting industry in a state of nervous 
prostration. 





It is as certain as anything these days (except taxes) that failure of the 
trade conferences to bring harmony in the industry will be the signal for 
national and state legislation. 





To the masses who find in motion pictures their best, and in many 
communities their only entertainment, the industry is known solely through 
the medium of the local neighborhood theatre. The entire division of 
exhibition has been retarded in its natural and healthful growth because 
of exhibitor uncertainties with respect to crushing competition and mount- 
ing operating costs, of which film rentals and percentages have increased 
faster than the ability of many operators to improve and enlarge their 
plants. 





There will be moments in coming weeks when the discussions will ap- 
pear to have reached an impasse, when those who are shouldering the jobs 
of representing their respective groups will be tempied to call it a day, and 
let nature take its course. This is going to be no picnic for the negotiators, 
which is reason enough why the delegates, once chosen and engaged in 
their work, should be encouraged to carry through. 





Progress in the film business has been marked through the years by 
violent readjustments of the internal machinery. From such crises an im- 
proved order of things always has resulted. 





But the rewards 











of final settlement will be worth the travail. 
Now in England to discuss setup 
Hollywood, Oct. 18. | Hammons is not expected back until 
Writers Guild as the bargaining in September, returned to London 
tional Labor Relations Board will| would be controlled 50% by Jack- 
to handle GN product there, plus 


of a distributing agency for Grand 
after discussing the formation of a 
issue a complaint this week against | $0n’s people and 50% by GN. Com- 
possibly producing pictures on that 


The battle will be tougher this time than heretofore. 
10S GN IN GT. BRITAIN 
National in Great Britain, E. W. 
diate recognition to the Screen Louis Jackson, who was here early 
agency for all studio scribes, the Na-| $500,000 distributing company, which 
plete setup on the British company 
side, is expected prior to Hammons’ 


Major film companies charging un- 
fair labor practice. 

Producers offered to negotiate 
with the Guild, but are holding out 








* ‘ return, 
against NLRB recognition or Guild; 
certification. | 
This marks the second such! mile limit, as against the present 


charge against the producers, as the | 


300-mile radius from Hollywood. 
Directors Guild also sought a show- | 


Guild was also asked to allow the | 


down, and a report is being prepared little fellows a more liberal interpre- | 


for Washington, following a lorig! tation of ‘stunt work,’ and elimina- 
earing. tion of time-and-half pay. Phil Goid- 


Indies’ SAG Plea | stone, speaking for the indies, said 


Independent producers appealed | easement would give the small pro- | 
to the Actors Guild to ease the mile- | ducer a chance to come back and 


age limit burden on pictures costing | provide work for many now unem- 
Under $30,000. Indies want a 50-' ployed. 


SELF-REG. ON IN EARNEST 





+. 


TRADE PARLEYS 
ON ALL FRONTS 








Warners Finally Coming In 


NO CINCH JOB 





By ROY CHARTIER 


with the Others on Dis- | 
trib-Exhib Problems—| 
Film Companies Meeting | 
First with Both Allied | 
and MPTOA Committees | 








‘Lambeth Walk’ 


London, Oct. 18. 

The stage musical, ‘Me and 
My Girl,’ will be known as ‘The 
Lambeth Walk’ when it’s filmed 
this season by Pinewood Pro- 
ductions for Gaumont-British 
release, due to the song’s popu- 
larity. Will be done with the 
stage cast virtually intact, ex- 








Obtaining agreement that Warner | 


ducer-distributors in trade practice | 
conferences looking to self-regulation 
of industry problems, and adding 
Gradwell L. Sears to the committee 
of four set up a few months ago, the 
distributor group received a delega- 
tion of Allied States yesterday 
(Tues.) at noon and this morning 
(Wed.) meets with the Motion Pic- 
ture Theatre Owners of America. 
| Within the next week or two, the 
|distributor committee hopes to also 
meet preliminarily with various 
other independent exhibitor bodies, 
whose representatives are either here 
or planning to converge on New York 
without any more delay than neces- 
sary. 

Initial huddles are expected to con- 
cern the laying of plans for proced- 
ure to be followed in the parleys to 
follow when an anticipated maze of 
items, concerning distributor-exhib- 
itur relations, are to be taken up, 
| item by item. The task of formulat- 
ing a program of self-regulation, 
|which among other things will be 
legally binding, will not be an over- 
night job. Aside from the legal as- 
pects of any points taken up, the 
distributor committee makes it clear 
that not one, but many, different 
exhibitor groups will have to be 
satisfied, precluding assent on de- 
mands sought by one before those 
same demands are taken up with 
others. 

At the beginning, the committee of 
five distributor members will be split 
up sg that negotiating with the 

(Continued on page 54) 


RKO's Standstill 
On All Prod. Til 
Oct. 25 77B Date 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Work on alli pictures not in pro- 
duction, or without any definite 
starting date, was ordered halted by 
RKO in its latest economy move. 
Clampdown on all spending not nec- 
essary to current production is in 
effect until Oct. 25, when the com- 
pany is expected to come out of re- 
ceivership. 

Writer and player lists have been 
pared, with only 20 scribes on payroll 
as against 35 a month ago. Three 
films are in work at studio, with 
three more poised for start. 

Talent department is at standstill, 
with all tests postponed. 


Par Drops Hubbard 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Paramount is not renewing Pro- 
ducer Lucien Hubbard when his con- 
tract expires this week. 
His last picture was ‘The Texans.’ 


























H. M. Warner Back West 


| 
Harry M. Warner leaves Saturday 
(22) for the Coast, following a 
week’s visit in east. 
Grad Sears planned an early Coast 
trip but has to put it off indefinitely 
| due to trade practice huddles. 


Bros. will participate with other pro- | 


cepting possibly another girl in 
place of Teddie Gerard, 

Lupino Lane and George 
Graves will top, as in the play. 











RETURNS 


—_———_ 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 


United Artists studio is in low 
gear with no pictures teeing off till 
Nov. 10 or later. Samuel Goldwyn’s 
‘Last Frontier’ is marking time, al- 
though Director Henry Hathaway 
has been on the lot for three months 
awaiting start. Producer has ~al- 
ready run up a nut of $350,000 on 
the picture.. Goldwyn’s ‘Wuthering 
Heights’ and Walter Wanger’s ‘Stage 
Coach’ are next to go. 


Goldwyn’s return from New York 
this week should mark a spurt in 
production activity. 


Selznick’s $50,000 
For ‘Intermezzo’ Pic; 


Remake from Swedish 


Purchase of ‘Intermezzo,’ Swedish- 
made feature picture rights by David 
O. Selznick for approximately 
$50,000, marks another in the swing 
of American producers towards re- 
makes of foreign language produc- 
tions showing possibilities in the 
U. S. mart. Previously this year, 
20th-Fox made ‘I’ll Give a Million’ 
and United Artists produced ‘Al- 
giers,’ both from French-make films. 

Other majors now are scouting for 
foreign language films that indicate 
box office possibilities if made into 
English-language features, under 
American methods, and with U. S. 
stars. ‘Intermezzo’ was released in 
U. S. latter part of 1937. 


NADEL WITH SMALL 
AS PROD. MANAGER 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Joe Nadel moved over from the 
Samuel Goldwyn organization to be- 
come production manager for Ed- 
ward Small. 
John Burch, his predecessor, is de- 
voting his time to preparation of fu- 

















prep job is on ‘King of the Turf,’ 
due to roll about Nov. 15. 





M-G Troupe’s Freezeout 





Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Location troupe of Metro’s ‘Stand 
Up and Fight’ got its first taste of 
winter when snow and cold drove 
the crew indoors at Chico, 500 miles 
to the north, 
As action takes place in the sum- 


| mer, it’s no go till frosty breaths | 
subside, 











ture Small pictures. His current | 





Selick May Follow Schaefer 
Into RKO's New Setup as Soon 
As Former’s 2 for UA Completed 


Although on Friday (14) factors in 
RKO discussed the immediate ac- 
ceptance of Leo Spitz’s resignation 
and naming of George J. Schaefer to 
succeed him as president of the com- 
pany prior to approval of reorgani- 
zation plan, agreement was not 
reached then but may still result in 
the appointment of Schaefer to the 
top post prior to final hearing on 
plan set for next Tuesday (25). On 
the inside that possibility existed 
yesterday (Tues.) and carries over 
today (Wed.) as Schaefer, to be on 
hand, cancelled plans for a fishing 
trip. Accord of the Irving Trust 


. Co., trustees in RKO under 77-B, is 


UA PROD. IDLES 
UNTIL GOLDWYN | 


required pending final reorganiza- 
tion. Hearing on the plan Tuesday 
(25) is before Federal Judge. Wil- 
liam Bondy in N. Y. 

Spitz is anxious to step out at the 
earliest possible date and there is 
always the possibility that the last 
steps in connection with approval of 
the reorg plan may be delayed fur- 
ther. Meantime, Schaefer is out of 
United Artists and free to take over 
the reins, relieving Spitz now. This 
situation is reported to have 
prompted plans last Friday to try to 
bring Schaefer in immediately. 

With arrangements not completed 
in that direction then, Schaefer spent 
the weekend at Schroon Lake as 
guest of Herman Robbins and, on 
Monday (17), returned to N. Y. and 
called off the fishing trip on his 
yacht-pending . further....develop- 
ments. Present plans envisage the 
appointment of Schaefer as prexy, 
with the rest of the organization re- 
maining as is, including theatres and 
distribution, 

Although indefinite at this time 
and declared there has been no dis- 


(Continued on page 55) 





Columbia in High 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Columbia’s writing battery is at a 
new high for the past three years. 
Staff of 25 is concentrating on orig- 
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Aaiather Suit in Philly Zone Vs. WB: 
Indies Feel They'll Get Breaks Now 





Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 

Second suit in two weeks involv- 
ing the Warner circuit for a better 
break on product is being filed by 
an indie here today, following settle- 
ment by WB last week of another 
situation in which suit was seriously 
threatened. Although they won't ad- 
mit it, indies feel that with the mo- 
nopoly investigation coming up they 
have the most favorable moment of 
their careers at present to get any 
and all breaks from circuit, and pro- 
ducers, who seemingly are willing to 
go more than half way. 

Herb Elliot, operator of the Fern 
Rock theatre, has retained State Sen- 
ator Harry Shapiro to represent him. 
He claims that in the past three 
years WB has built three houses and 
is building another, so that each 
time he gets pushed back a run. He 
feels that by being pushed back fur- | 
ther, when the house now under con- | 
struction, the Lane, is completed, he | 
will be entirely out of the picture as 
far as profits go. 

With only half of Fox, hali of Co- | 
lumbia, and half of Universal, Elliot | 
must depend on repeats for the rest | 
of his product. With each new house: 
that goes up, his availability remains | 
the same, but his run goes back. He 
always follows the WB Colney, four 
blocks away, and will still when the 
Lane unveils, but the Lane will be 
pushed in ahead of the Colney. Other | 
houses which have forced him back 
have been the Yorktown, Bromley | 
and Grange. He charges the same 
prices as the Colney and now is de- | 
manding an even break with it. 

Threatened suit, which was settled | 
with a compromise, was by Luke 
| 





Gring, of the Renel and Erlen the- 
atres, and also involved the new ; 
Lane. Gring released some Erlen } 
product to the WB Uptown and Or- | 
pheum and, in return, got one-half | 
ahead of the Ogontz and one-half | 
after it for the Renel, which gives 
it a bette> competitive break with 
the new Lane. -Erlen will day-and- 
date with the Uptown and Orpheum, 
getting product 28 days after first | 
run, and raise its price to 40c., same | 
as the WB houses. 

Suit couple weeks ago was filed | 
in U. S District Court by Harry | 
Fried, operator of the Suburban, 
Ardmore; Seville, Bryn Mawr, and | 
Anthony Wayne, Wayne, Pa., charg- | 
ing rine major film distribs with re- 
straint of trade and uhfair practices. 
Fried asserted in his petition that he 
could not get films fer his Suburban 
until 30 d: ys after the rival WB Ard- 
more accepted vu: rejected them. He 
also declared that he could not get 
product for the. Seville or Wayne 
until days atter that. 

Indie\claimed that ie uses 350 fea- 
tures a year at his thice houses to 
the i86 shown yearly by the Ard- 
more. : p 


\ 





cago, Oct. 18, 

e Allied suit 
against Balaban & Katz and the 
major picture 
place this morning (Tuesdy’ 
Federal Court here. 










asked that the court grant them 
temporary injunction _ restrzining 
the defendants from enforcing the 
present Chicago releasing and clear- 
ance system. Made this plea on 
grounds that they were now <« -- 





WB’S TOPICALS 


Nazi Spy Trial and State Pelice— 
Nixes Jimmy Hines Expese 








Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Warner is ditching its picture, in 
preparation for several weeks, cen- 
tering around Tammany Hall and 
the recent James J. Hines trial. 
Studio feared kickback in the New 
York area. 

Don Ryan, who worked up the 
yatn, is now on the current Nazi spy 
trial. Al Donoghue is writing a 
yarn about State Police. 


LAUGHTON PIC MAY BE 





HANDLED IN U. S. BY PAR: 





London, Oct. 18. 

Surprise booking is that ‘St. Mar- 
tin’s Lane,’ the second film of May- 
flower Productions, the Pommer- 
Laughton outfit, goes to Paramount’s 
Carlton for run opening Oct. 19. 

This, as in the case of Mayflower’s 
former picture, ‘Vessel of Wrath,’ 
was expected to go into the Regal, 
a John Maxwell West End show win- 
dow, as Maxwell, through his Asso- 
ciated British Picture Corp.’s finan- 


cial interests in Mayflower, has 
priority right. But understood terms 
given by Paramount, which are 


| guarantee of four weeks, with op- 


tion, were so favorable it could not 
be passed up. 

Understood a more important rea- 
son is that Paramount is favorably 
inclined to handling the picture in 
America. 


MG Makes Freedom’s Ring 
Heard Across the Plains 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Metro joins the big-budget west- 
ern parade with ‘Let Freedom Ring,’ 
a de luxe musical sagebrusher star- 
ring Nelson Eddy. ~ 

Picture, dealing with pioneer days, 
is being scripted by Ben Hecht. 
Harry Rapf is the producer and 
Jack Conway directs. 











Extras’ Downbeat 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
A new two-year low for extras 
looms with only 8,000 working the 
first half of October. 
Motion Picture Relief Fund is 
rushing a survey on the extra un- 
employment situation. 








Youwih’s Fling 





Holiswood, Oct. 18. 

stepping to the front 
as b.o. draws. Pickers of box 
office champs for 1938 name 
four youngsters among the first 
10. 

They cre Snairley Temple, 
Mickey Roorey, Deanna Dur- 
bin and Jane Withers, 


Youth : 





ASTORIA PAIR 
TO PARAMOUNT 














| Of the two pictures for Paramount 
|release in production at Astoria, 
| Harold Orlob’s ‘One-Third of a Na- 
| tion, the WPA play, is slated to 
‘wind up in 10 more shooting days, 
i making 28 in all. Par is anxious for 
a quick release of this which has 
Sylvia Sidney and Leif Ericksen in 
| the top spots. Other piciure shoot- 


} 
| 
} 





jing at Long Island, William K. 
Howard's ‘Home Town’ script (with 
several] title changes, and a final tag 
yet to be selected), is also for Par. 
| Orlob is principally financing his ' 
|own picture although G. B. Odlun, | 
'a cousin of Floyd Odlum (Atlas 
| Trust) and Bernard K. Steele are | 
also on his board. Odlum and Steele, | 
as Odessco Productions, Ince., are 
Bill Howard’s principal backers, that 
company also including Stanley Od- 
lum, as treasurer. He’s the son of 
Floyd Odlum. 

Both Orlob and Howerd started 
shooting around the same time. Or- 
lob, a Broadway musical comedy 


| title has lessened her 





composer and producer, originally | 
had ‘Dearest Enemy,’ the old Rodgers | 
and Hart stage musical, in view, and 
Dudley Murphy, his director, brought | 
in the Odlum-Steele faction; also 
Paul C. Mooney, of the same group. 
Thus it is that they hold some stock 
now in ‘Third of a Nation’ although 
it’s principally Orlob’s b.r. 


MAMOULIAN DIRECTS 
COL.’S ‘GOLDEN BOY’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Rouben Mamoulian. signed with 
Columbia to direct ‘Golden Boy,’ 
based on the Clifford Odets legit 
play about the fiddling fighter. 
Sarah Y. Mason and Victor Heer- 
man are doing the screen play, 

















‘LAUGHING’ BOY’S GIRL 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Dick Powell will have Gale Page 
as femme lead in ‘Always Leave 
Them Laughing’ at Warners. 
Busby Berkeley directs. 








Griffith Amus. Co. Sets Up 
Own Social Security System 


i 
| 





Oklahoma City, Oct. 18. 


ans 





homa 


Griffith Amusement Co. partners 
executives are meeting in Okla- 
City to map out an extensive 


giving up a part of their stock, 
which was then placed in the Asso- 
ciated Investment Co. and given to 
employees with payment being 
taken from salary bonuses, etc., 


$45,000 Overhead Added to Music Hall 
~ For Less Work-Same Pay 802 Rul 





Actress-Authoress Sues 
20th-Fox on ‘B’way’ Title 


Mary Orr, of the cast of ‘Bachelor 
Born,’ yesterday (Tuesday) started 
suit in N. Y. supreme court against 
20th Century-Fox Film Corp. for an 
injunction and an accounting of the 
picture, ‘Battle of Broadway,’ claim- 
ing unfair competition by the film, 
in using the title which she claims 
she originated. The suit was started 
with a show cause order being signed 
by Justice Louis A. Valente, return- 
able tomorrow (Thursday). 

Miss Orr, through her attorney, 
Robert Moers, complains that 20th- 
Fox had lifted the title from a story 
she wrote and which was published 
in the January, 1936, 


Pictorial Review magazine. Her 


story was based on. the fortunes and | 


troubles of an ambitious young girl 
who was stage struck. The picture, 
she admits, does not infringe on her 
tome, but that the use of the same 
chances of 
peddling her stories to the films. 


IRISH THRUSH ADMITS 





HE HAS A BANKROLL’ 





Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Immigration authorities 
Jack Doyle, fighter-singer, in jail 
Sunday (16) on the charge of ille- 
gal entry into this country. He is 
accused of falsifying information in 
obtaining a visa. 

Doyle said he has a lotta money 
to spend in this country, but if we 
don’t :vant it he'll pe-l the roll else- 
where. 


Musketeers’ Goes Into 
20-Fox Colossal Class 








Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Budget on the Ritz Brothers’ | 
starrer, ‘The Three Musketeers,’ at 
20th-Fox was upped from $650,000 | 
to $1,000,000 after Darryl Zanuck 
saw rushes of the first week's shoot- | 
ing. 
Several sets were ordered rebuilt | 
on a more elaborate scale, and the | 


shooting schedule extended from 35 | 


to 50 days. 


Radio Ballyhoo Film 


Shown in Tacoma Houses 


Tacoma, Oct. 18. 
KOMO-KJR’s_ industrial picture 
‘Behind the Scenes in Radio,’ which 
has been shown to 70,000 people so 
far, is booked for two theatres, Sen- 
set and Kay Street, for three days 
last of this month. 
Radio film is run in between the 
regular features at these houses. 








issue of the! 


clapped | 





Drive of musicians union for 


J six 
day week with seven days’ pay 
has hit the N, Y. theatres with the 


Musie Hall capitulating last week 
Roxy is skedded to start with new 
wrinkle this week and Loew's State 
is also being lined up. An ultimatum 
was delivered by Local 802 to Loew 
house early this week. 

Campaign has been one of the 
many new regulations issued since 
convention in Tampa last June 
They’ve been coming out of local 
802 and the national office at the 
rate of nearly one .a week and have 
had music buyers and users groggy, 

(Niteries have already been ap- 
proached. ) 

Hardest hit is, of course, the Music 
Hall which ups its nut about $45,000 
annually with increase. Roxy, also 
using a fairly large crew, is hit hard 
but not quite as badly as the M. H. 
State will suffer least and so on 
down the line for houses using pit 
crews. 





Pitt. Peace with Musicians 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 18, 

On heels of several weeks of 
squabbling, theatre owners here and 
musicians union have finally come to 
an agreement on a new two-year 
pact. Understood that no changes 
in salary or conditions are being 
made. Local 60 held out for 12. 
/month pact, but managers refused to 


go along, insisting upon the -wo-year 
clause. Present contract ran out 
Sept. 1 and musicians have been 


working since then under retroactive 
understanding. 

At present, there’: only one Pittse 
, burgh theatre employing musicians, 
| WB Stanley, which has had field to 
itself for last few years. However, 
Casino, burlesque, and Nixon, legit, 
were also included in deal. Stanley 
may have some competish in few 


| months from the Harrises, who have 


taken over old Aldine and rechrist- 
ened it the Senator. House's stage 


| being extensively remodeled with an 
| eye to flash, although no announce- 


ment made on that yet. 

Virtually every indie owner has 
signed with operators’ union for next 
two years, with slight increases in 
pay all along the line. Circuit con 
tract still has 12 months to run, 





Chi Engineers Settle 
Chicago, Oct. 18. 

Pickets of the House Engineers 
union were called off last week, and 
the interior engineers went back to 
their jobs in some 125 circuit houses 
pending final settlement of nego- 
tiatiorfs on wages. 

Circuits agreed to pay the men 
for the two weeks they failed to re- 
port for work, but refused to agree 
to immediate reinstatement of the 
10% cut which the engineers took 
some three months ago. Refusal of 
the 10% reinstatement was the 
original reason for the walkout. 

Despite the walkout, the other 
unions affiliated in the American 
Federation of Labor, refused to aid 
the House Engineers and continued 





MG Takes Joe E.’s Pic 





Metro releases ‘Flirting With Fate,’ 


sixth and last of the Joe E. Brown. 


comedies produced by David Loew. 
Brown, Leo Carillo and other prin- 


to pass through the picket lines. 


| This refusal of the AFL affiliated 
Hollywood, Oct. 18. | 


members to recognize the walkout 
as an official strike was one of the 
reasons for the failure of the up- 
rising. Engineers and circuit the- 
atres are now in confabs and it is 
indicated that the two groups will 








F | company social security program, 
gaged in buying product for the “h i i 
coming “deg SF gpetcer Raat be| which wid supplement the National 


- Social SecuXity Act, in insuring old 
forced to buy this product on a sys- jage retiremexyt for Griffith em- 







tem which may be declared void in _ ployees. 


which the employees would other- 
wise have received. In the event 





of the death of the employee, the | leased b 
stock must be sold back to the As- | Columbia, 


cipals have been recalled for reiakes ; , : ill 
and added scenes at Universal studio. arrive at a settlement which wil 
First three Brown films were re. | restore at least a portion of the 10% 
y RKO-and two others by Wage slice to the engineers who han- 
dle interior machinery such as the 


the frcl decision of the main case. 
Judge Wilkerson gave no decision, 


with case continued to tomorrow | 


(Wednesday), It so happens that 
no temporary injunction hes ever 
been given in a motion picture mo- 
nopoly and restraint of trade suit, 
but Joe Rosenberg, of the plaintiff's | 
law firm of Rosenberg, Stein & | 
Rosenberg, is trying to pull a long | 
shot. 
R. S. Wright, of the Department | 
of Justice, is here from Washington 
to observe the suit. Understood that | 
Wright has been conducting a gen-| 
eral investigation of the loop situa- | 
tion. 
} 
‘Gunga Din’ Finished | 
Hollywood, Oct. 18. | 
RKO’s biggest production, ‘Gunga | 
Din,’ finally landed in the cutting | 
room after three months of shooting | 
in the studio and the hills near Lone | 
Pine, Cal. 
- Final battle scenes were shot with 





A fiv& point plan, four of 
| which are in effet at present and 
; the last of which i\ being discussed 
_at the meetings, wil\give complete 






% 


| economic protection to\Griffith’s ap- 
| proximately 700 employee trom the 


time they enter the compa) 

| ice until their retirement. 
Five points of the plan are: 
(1) An employee benefit Nust 

fund with group, life, sick and a:- 


‘s serv- 


cident insurance has been set up menis. 
N oa 
|\. Added to ihis, the Griffith broth- 


This insures that an. employee con- 
tinues to draw salary during an 
enforced leave of absence. 

(2) Employees of the firm in the 
higher salary bracket are given $1,- 
000 life insurance free, with the op- 
portunity of adding as many thou- 
sands to this as cesired at a reduced 
premium rate. 

(3) All Griffith employees in the 
lower salary brackets (ushers, door- 
men, etc.) are given $1,000 life in- 
surance free. 

(4) In 1935, the Associated Invest- 
ment Co, was formed, with L. C., 


| plement being worked out will call | 
| for the payment into a trust fund of | 


sociated Investment Co. in order to: 


keep control in the circuit. | Three Direc A : 
(5) Present social security sup- | r Dir tors iling 
Hollywood, Oct. 18. 


Casualty list among 20th-Fox di- 
1% of the employees’ salary, which | rectors was raised to three when 
will be matched with a 3% dona-| Roy Del Ruth and Mal St. Clair 








tion\from the Griffith Co. This fund 
; will accumulate until the employee 
/reaches\ retirement aze and then is 
| to be paid back in monthly instal- 


_ers operate on a policy of company 
| preinotion, choosing 1» fill vacancies 
in top-notch positio:.s 
own employees insiead of bringing 
in outside men. In many instances, 
the retirernent of one man results 
j in the shifiing of twelve others, each 
| employee being iumped .a_ notch 
higher as the position is vacated. 
Cashiers who study. stenographic 
work are moved to jobs in the of- 
ficés as soon as they become avauil- 
_ able, 





from their | 





Ushers .and doormen are | in ‘Dodge City’ at Warners. 


were sent home with flu. 
Henry King is in the hospital with 
an infected ear. 





GADE’S 1ST DANISH PIC 

Copenhagen, Oct. 18. | 

Svend Gade, Hollywood director of | 

the silent era and now director at 

the Danish national theatre, is mak- , 

ing his first Danish film, for Palla- 
dium. 


it’s ‘The Ballet Dances.’ | 





Flynn’s Reeupe Extension 


Hollywood, Oct. \18. 


Errol Flynn gets an additidva! | 


| week to recuperate from his recent} Virginia Bruce. 
attack ef pneumonia before sta.tingy ing. 


cooling and air-conditioning sy5- 
tems. 





 Pichel Takes a Walk 





Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Irving Pichel tossed up his job as 
director of the dog picture, ‘Orphans 
of the Street,’ at Republic, after am 
argument with Herman Schlom, 4s- 
sociate producer, John H. Auer took 
over the chore, ‘ 

Signed for one picture only, Pichel 
walked off the lot. 





Columbia Signs Legiter 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Don Beddoe, legit player, has 
signed a term contract at Columbia 
and is making ‘That Woman's Here 
Again,’ with Melvyn Douglas and 
Al Hall is direct- 





| trained for manager and assistant’! 


Actor’s last Broudway appearance 


hundreds of half-clad extras shiver- R. E. ani H. J. Griffith and other 
ing in the cold, | Griffith executives and stockholders 


»Managers jobs and are given pro- 
| motion at the first .opportunity. 





Actor and ‘his wife, Lili Damita, | 
are -hunting wild boar on the Santa) 
Barbara Islands. ‘ 


s in ‘Father Malachy'’s Miracle.’ 
Hes also been active in radio as 42 
acto, and ‘writer, 
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’ Tied any film plugs for several years, 
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Radio’s Anti-Pix Hullabaloo Just 


That; No Mike Boycotting H’wood 


Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 

All the hullabaloo six weeks ago, 
during which stations here resolved 
to bar from the air anything smack- 
ing of Hollywood publicity because 
radio was not included in the budget 
of ‘Motion Pictures Greatest Year’ 
campaign, has turned out to have 
meant virtually nothing. Despite 
resolutions by the NAB and vows by 
local station managers themselves, 
actually the demise of only one 15- 
minute program a week here can be 
traced directly to failure of the 
MPAYBE to cut radio in on the 
pork. Majority of the programs are 
still on the air. And the few that 
aren't, are off purely for some other 
reason, usually failure of sponsors to 
renew contracts. 

The one show that was withdrawn 
because radio missed the gravy train 
was admittedly a good one. It was 
on WCAU. Powers Gouraud, com- 
mentator, would play part of the 
sound track of a current pic in town 
on a special device built by WCAU 
engineers. He reviewed the picture 
at the same time, not criticizing it, 
merely telling about it. 

WCAU, however, 
plenty of sponsored Hollywood 
plugs, including Taylor Grant’s 
morning column for Horn & Har- 
dart, in which he spills chatter 
picked up from the papers and the 
Transradio wire. Also does some 
brief criticism of a pic he may have 
seen the night before. Plugs from 
the Columbia web, of course, are 
contained in the Old Gold show, 
Hollywood Hotel and Lux Theatre. 

On WFIL, Al Stevens devotes part 
of his 15-minute morning newscast 
to Coast chatter culled from the INS 
wire. He gives no criticisms. An- 
other daily 15-minute shot of chat- 
ter and reviews by Barbara Young 
is off. Sponsor failed to renew, noth- 
ing more. 

WIP continues with a 15-minute 

show every Friday of straight puffs 
about films in both downtowns and 
the nabes. This is stuff just sent in 
by Warner Bros. circuit publicity of- 
fice and house managers. It is read 
by a staff gabber and is sustaining. 
Station feels that despite the way 
Hollywood has treated radio, such 
a show right before the weekend is 
a public service. 
’ Program by E. M. Orowitz on WIP 
five nights a week, in which he gave 
15 minutes of solid film chatter, is 
off. But that was principally be- 
cause other interests kept Erno, as 
he was known, from continuing. His 
sponsorship expired, but station was 
positive of getting him another if he 
desired. 

Weekly quarter-hour sustainer by 
Pat Stanton on WDAS continues. He 
gives gossip and critics pix he has 
seen. WPEN’s 15-minute once-a- 
week sustainer by Edwina Snyder is 
off. Outlet, however, is actively 
seeking another girl to continue it, 
as Miss Snyder quit to take another 
job. She did gossip and _ infre- 
quently, comment. On WHAT, Susan 
Porter continues with her quarter- 
hour of weekly chatter from the 
Coast. KYW and WTEL haven't car- 


still carries 


former for no particular reason, lat- 
ter because of an active objection to 
mye anybody something for noth- 
ng. 


VAN DINE’S $25,000 
FOR HENIE ICE YARN 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 











S. S. Van Dine is writing an origi- | 
Nal sports story for Sonja Henie, to| 
produced by Harry Joe Brown} 
at 20th-Fox. Reported price is| 
$25,000. 
Story will be done in fiction form | 
for publication before being treated 
for films. 





ICKES’ FREE FEED 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Secretary of Interior Harold Ickes 
Bot a feed tossed for him at 20ih 
Fox today (Tuesday). 
Darryl Zanuck presided. 








Kid Bait 





When Judy Garland played 
the Loew’s State, New York, 
couple of months ago, manager 
Al Rosen bought the kid a 
specially-made ice cream cake. 

First crack out of Freddie 
Bartholmew (current there this 
week), on meeting Rosen in 
dressing room was, ‘Do I get 
one of those ice-cream cakes, 
too.’ 


ANOTHER MEET 
ON COPYRIGHT 











Leaders of various industries vi- 
tally interested in the copyright 
situation will meet tomorrow 


(Thursday) at Columbia University, 
New York, to map a united front to- 
ward copyright law in the coming 
session of Congress. Among those 
expected to attend the session are 
representatives of the film indus- 
try, broadcasting, the American So- 
ciety of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers, the authors and book and 
magazine publishers. 

Meeting is sponsored by the Com- 
mittee for Study of Copyright, 
which is a subsid of the American 
National Committee on Interna- 
tional Intellectual Co-operation, 
under the auspices of the League 
of Nations. Dr. James T. Shot- 
well, of Columbia University, and 
Dr. Edith Ware are in charge of the 
committee. Group was formed early 
last summer to study the possibility 
of U. S. participation in the Berne 
international copyright convention. 
However, it was subsequently de- 
cided that complete revision of the 
U. S. copyright situation would 
have to come first. Present session 
is to try to work out a united stand 
by the various element concerned in 
such law. 

First meeting was held early last 
July in the trustees’ room at Co- 
lumbia. At that session it was 
agreed that the various representa- 
tives would submit suggestions for 
changes in the domestic copyright 
situation and that each group would 
then study the other proposals. 
Tomorrow’s meeting is for the pur- 
pose of ironing out differences in 
the vatious suggestions. It is under- 
stood that the various views ex- 
pressed are widely divergent and 
that considerable difficulty will be 
met in bringing about a_ united 
front. However, the present copy- 
right law, passed in 1909, is ad- 
mittedly antiquated since it ante- 
dates Hollywood, radio and most of 
the groups considering the changes. 


HEAVY MARQUEE DRAFT 
IN WB ‘JUAREZ’ LINEUP 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Six top roles are set in Warners 
high-budget picture, Juarez,’ slated 
to go before the cameras Nov. 7 
with William Dieterle directing. 

Paul Muni is cast in the name role, 
Bette Davis as ‘Carlotta, Brian 
Aherne as Maximilian, John Gar- 
field as Dias, Claude Rains as Gen- 
eral Ortega and Donald Crisp in a 
featured part. 











| Jed Harris Huddles 


Meredith on ‘Horn’ Pic 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Jed Harris is here for confabs 
with Burgess Meredith, who has the 
lead in the stage producer’s first film, 
‘Young Man with a Horn,’ to be 
made in New York. Actor is finish- 
ing in ‘Spring Dance’ at Metro. 


+> 


ONE MEANS TO 


'That Was an Original Idea 
for This Season’s Cam- 
paign, but Nixed—Pres- 
ent 
Ballyhoo Fraught 
Considerable 
—Hissing Trailers, De- 
layed Clearances of Films, 


and Other Things 





ANNUAL CAMPAIGN 





An idea for making it the Silver 
Jubilee celebration for motion pic- 


basic platform for what is known 


the ‘Best Entertainment’ campaign. 
will probably be the keynote of the 
1939 ballyhoo. 
the discovery that in 1888 Thomas A. 
Edison took the first films in motion 
of Fred Ott, an actor of his day, 
doing some comedy antics, laughing, 
etc. However, these films weren’t 
successfully shown until 1889, so next 
year is just as accurate in the chron- 
ological sequence. 

Contest idea, based on a Movie 
Quiz, is the current ballyhoo, some- 
thing which is creating no little 
headache for some executives con- 
cerned with the drive. It runs the 
gamut from rude discovery that in 
some theatres the public was mildly 
razzing the trailers for the Quiz, to 
the knowledge that contests are al- 
ways fraught with dissatisfaction and 
that the final results — despite the 
fact that the contest letters must be 
the tie-breakers—are bound to create 
squawks. 

As regards hissing the trailers, 
Harold B. Franklin, general manager 
of the drive, had to issue a round- 
robin letter to exhibs not to over- 
plug the Quiz, since that’s the thing 
that usually irks fans. Campaign 
committee is constantly changing the 
trailer matter, and also wants to 
limit the Movie Quiz bally to one 
screening per turnover. 


Squawks 


Numerous compiaints are expected 
to be registered in the next few 
weeks by independent exhibitors re- 
garding the manner in which Great- 
est Picture Year campaign has been 
conducted, with stress laid on slow- 
ness in obtaining delivery of Movie 
Quiz product. In addition, some in- 
die exhibs will urge a different set- 
up for carrying on next year if full- 

(Continued on page 19) 


‘Best Entertainment’ | 
With. 
Headaches | 


tures, which had been rejected as the | 


Idea stemmed from | 


,* 
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Maxwell-Ostrers Settle; See An Early 
FYTEN (RIVE Merger of Gaumont and Odeon Chains 


1 > ane cee RESEND 
Par’s Discovery London, Oct. 18. 
John Maxwell’s suit against the 
Hollywood, Oct. 18. Ostrers, involving the return of 


Harry Davenport played 64 
years on the stage before Para- 
mount discovered him in 1935. 

Since then he has worked in 
39 pictures. 


PRIME OKLA. 
CITY CONV. 











Oklahoma City, Oct. 18. 

Following a two-day conference 
with Morris Loewenstein, Ed Kuy- 
kendall, president of the MPTOA, 
left Oklahoma City last Friday (14) 
for a return trip to New York by 
way of St. Louis where he met Fred 
Wehrenberg, chairman of the 
MPTOA convention here beginning 
Oct. 30 includes Leo Spitz, William 
C. Rogers, Eddie Golden, Charley 
Casanave, Frank Cassil, president, 
Kansas-Missouri MPTOA _ group; 
George J. Echaefer, Herman Wobber, 
Hal Roach, Fred Wehrenberg, Lewen 
Pizor of Philadelphia; Arthur Lock- 
wood of Connecticut; E. Levy, gen- 
eral counsel] MPTOA; M. C. Moore of 
Jacksonville; Charley Williams of 
Omaha; L. C. Hagman of Buffalo; 
M. A. Lightman of Memphis; Bob 
O’Donnell, Interstate Circuit; L. C. 
Griffith, president of Griffith Amuse. 
Co. (Oklahoma City); Robert Ripley 
of Longview, Wash.; Frank J. Mar- 
tin, mayor of Oklahoma City; R. X. 
| Williams, national MPTOA board 
member; Mitchell Walfson of 
Miami; R. A. Harvey, San Francisco. 





dall reemphasized his stand that the 
film industry can solve its own prob- 
lems. ‘There is no problem facing 
the industry which can not be solved 
by the producer, distributor work- 
ing together,’ he said. ‘We need 
no assistance or hindrance from out- 
side sources.’ 





Pitt Meets Oct. 31 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 

Annual convention of MPTO of 
Western Pennsylvania will be held 
here in William Penn hotel Oct. 31 
instead of next Monday (24), as orig- 
inally scheduled, Officers and three 
members of board of directors will 
be elected. No banquet slated for 
this year, and entire confab will be 
staged at a.m. and p.m. business ses- 
sions, 








With no board meeting called by 
United Artists for selection of presi- 
dent for company or other action, 


Douglas Fairbanks left last night 
(Tuesday) for the Coast and Sam 
Goldwyn will shove off today (Wed- 
nesday) or tomcrrow after squeez- 
ing in as many legit shows as possi- 
ble on his quick trip east. 

The next meeting of the board is 
dated for November 9 but it was 
ithought that with Goldwyn and 
| Fairbanks in the east, the directors 
might take deferred action on filling 
presidency of UA vacated by Dr. A. 
H. Giannini at this time. Mary Pick- 
ford is also in New York and may 
‘remain in the east for a while. 
| There is every likelihood that 
Maurice Silverstone will be moved 
}up to title of president at the h.o., 
|although, as chairman of the execu- 
| tive committee and general manager, 
he is in complete control and func- 
‘tioning much the same as a presi- 
;dént would, with Harry Gold and 





Harris plans it as an independent | Jack Schlaifer conducting distribu- 


film production in Astoria. 


jtion under him, 


Goldwyn, Fairbanks West; No UA Bd 
Meeting Before Scheduled Nov. 9 


Meantime and assertedly to the 
satisfaction of Goldwyn, UA is oper- 
ated on a less costly basis than be- 
fore with Silverstone the one big 
boss in the east and elimination of 
| George J. Schaefer and A. W. Smith, 
| Jr., plus the inauguration of certain 
}administrative economies desired. 
| Schaefer resigned 10 days ago, while 
| Smith, who was general sales mana- 
| ger, stepped out about six weeks 
ago. Schaefer resigned to consider 
| negotiations under which he would 
| become president of RKO, while 
| Smith, who has outside interests, may 
'rteurn to the field in a theatre ca- 
pacity. 

Goldwyn arrived east Saturday 
| (15) to attend a board meeting that 
day at the Hays office, see shows 
|and discuss material for production 








While in Oklahoma City Kuyken- | 





| during” the 1939-40- season. He is 
|restricting his output to three pic- | 
}tures this year ('38-39), instead of | 
four announced, but next season | 
|plans doing a total of eight. 


; He is | 
dropping production this 


year of| 


$3,000,000, in stock and cash, plus 
damages for an interest in the Gau- 
mont-British circuit, claiming an un- 
derstanding that Maxwell could. pur- 
chase Fox and Metro’s holdings in 
Gaumont was settled Thursday 
night (13) without going to trial. 


Inside story is that the settlement 
was made by Philip Hill, prominent 


insurance underwriter, acting as 
arbitrator. 
Hill underwrote the Odeon cir- 


cuit’s stock issue last year. Likeli- 
hood of an amalgamation between 
Gaumont and Odeon circuits, which 
was forecast here some time ago, is 
now seen. 

Oscar Deutsch’s Odeon circuit and 
United Artists have interlocking in- 
terests and a deal would involve UA 
which would give it an outlet in the 
combined Gaumont-Odeon circuit of 
over 600 cinemas and others under 
construction, with a capital of 
$75,000,000. 

In that event, any deal would take 
over all present holdings. Maxwell 
was asked to participate, but unlike- 
ly he will accept. 

Reported that Maxwell was ad- 
vised he had no case and should 
withdraw all allegations and pay all 
costs. There is also the possibility 
that financial interests exerted pres- 
sure on both sides, as they frown on 
all charges of sharp practice as 
prejudicial to their interests. 

Understood that any possible ai- 
liance between Gaumont and any 
other circuit must first receive Fox- 
Metro approval, which seems unlike- 
ly unless their American product 
were definitely guaranteed. 

Still another report on the settle- 
ment is that Maxwell’s $3,000,000 is 
to be repaid at the rate of $300,000 
annually. 


$100,000,000 Stock Issue 


Latest on the G-B situation is that 
Joseph Rank and Lord Portal, with 
other financial friends, will partici- 
pate in promoting a publie stock is- 
sue of $100,000,000 to take over the 
combine of G-B and Odeon Circuits, 
with Oscar Deutsch as operating 
head, and Arthur Jarratt serond in 
command. 

According to present intentions, 
Isidore Ostrer is anxious to quit the 
industry, with Mark and Maurice 
Ostrer remaining in executive pro- 
duction capacities and Maurice re- 
taining full control of the Gains- 
borough Studios, where Robert Kane 
is now heading 20th-Fox’s local pro- 
ductions. 

Charles M. Woolf, who distributes 
Gaumont product, will remain but 
not take such active part in film 
production as heretofore. He will 
confine his activities to distributing 
and will receive preferential treat- 
ment for releasing Universal product 
on both circuits. 

Undersiood that 20th-Fox-Metro 
execs in America are amenable to 
the new reconstruction, particularly 
favoring Deutsch as head of the the- 
atre end. Also understood that a 
special company was formed with 
certain asseis on deposit guaranteec- 
ing repayment of Maxwell’s $3,000,- 
000 in 10 annual paymenis, but when 
the case was called this morning 
(Tuesday ), Maxwell’s corporation at- 
torney withdrew his action for 
damages and mistepresentation, and 
judgment was rendered for the 
Ostrers with costs. 


TOLER PICKED FROM 
34 AS CHARLIE CHAN 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Sidney Toler gets the Charlie 








| Chan rote left vacant by-the~ death 


of Warner Oland. Selection was 
made after 34 other actors had been 


| tested for the part at 20th-Fox. 


Toler goes to work Oct. 24 when 
associate producer John Stone is 


| Basing Age’ with Jascha Heifetz, | slated to roll ‘Charlie Chan in Hono- 


posiponing it to 39-40. 


jlulu, his 18th Chan picture. 
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Ware’ Pic Revivals, Chiefly 


Dualed, Big B.0.; U's Fresh Crop, 





Grosses from the key cities indi- 
cate the horror revivals are mopping 
up nearly everywhere. Some of the 
towns where the coupling of ‘Frank- 
enstein’ (U) and ‘Dracula’ (U) are 
currently proving plenty forte at the 
b.o. are Indianapolis, Providence, 
Cincinnati, San Francisco and De- 
troit. Cutting in currently, however, 


is some horror opposish via the 
dualled revivals of ‘King Kong 
(RKO) and ‘The Ghoul’ (Indie) at 


the Adam:, Detroit. 

In Cincy, ‘Dracula’ and ‘Franken- 
stein’ are breaking a six-year house 
record. In Indianapolis, the same 
combo is doubling the theatre’s nor- 
mal average. 

N. ¥. Rialto’s Big Biz 

tialto, N. Y, which brought in 
‘Dracula’ and ‘Frankenstein’ reissues 
on a double bill Monday morning 
(17), ran around the clock and on 
the first day grossed $2,003, tremend- 
ous. This amounts to capacity fill 
of house about 10 times on day and 
playing to attendance of between 
6,000-7,000 people. While difficult to 
judge how dual bill of old shockers 
will stand up, if opening pace is 
maintained, the week may mean 


around $12,000, sensational for 
Arthur Mayer’s small-seater. 
Other reissues excepting old 


Valentinos have been duds in New 
York, 





Horror Encores in Det. 
Detroit, Oct. 18. 

Smash success of ‘double horror’ 
dual at Palms-State here last week 
not only prompted a second sesh, but 
also brought on the start of wild 
scramble for similar blood-curdling 
lineups. Adams, another first-run- 
ner, matched State’s ‘Dracula’ and 
‘Frankenstein’ with ‘The Ghoul’ and 
‘King Kong’ this week, while nabes 
are dickering for similar setups in 
their baliwicks. 

Although first stanza was best at 
Pa!m-State in many moons, second 
session is showing a sharp tapering 
off despite a midnite show Saturday 
(15). Adams biz is slightly better 
than usual, but not startling. There- 
fore appears chillers may have a 
short, though spirited, run in this 
burg. 





Chis Rattle of ‘Ghouls’ 
Chicago, Oct. 18. 
Balaban & Katz and Essaness are 
locking horns in earnest as the go- 
ing gets rough in the loop. With 
Essaness turning the loop upside 


down with its ballyhoo buildup of 


the Woods, B. & K. is beginning to 


settle down on a competitive basis 


against the Essaness house, and will 


shove the Garrick into the fight as 


their big gun. 
Woods has dropped its 


ners with exploitation shows. 


eight days with a combination ‘hor- 
ror show’ of ‘King Kong’ and ‘The 
Ghoul,’ the third in the series of 
chiller combinations shoved into this 
Double lineup tossed off a 
great week’s gross, and B. & K. is 
stepping in to answer this challenge 
with its own chiller setup in the 
tomorrow 
(Wednesday) with two Universal re- 
vivals, ‘Frankenstein’ and ‘Dracula,’ 
and turning the street into a Rue 


house. 
Garrick. Will 


open 


Morgue of spine-tickling ballyhoo. 


Woods is delivering its fourth hor- 
ror combo, with Bela Lugosi and 
Boris Karloff flickers, ‘The Walking 


Dead’ and ‘The Bat Whispers.’ 


There is a possibility looming that 
the Garrick will drop its present first 
run and continued-first run policy, 
should the Woods continue to rise in 
locn strength, and will shove the 


Garrick into a straight double-fea 


ture policy, running just behind the 


big three B. & K. nabe houses. Tiv 


oli, Uptown and Marbro, which are 


also double billing at this time. 


On the other hand, it is understood 
that Essaness is searching about for 
some setup whereby the Woods can 
be jumped to a first run spot, and 
the circuit is now looking around 
for possible product deals which 
would give the house at least 26 
weeks of first run product through 
the year. The remainder of the time 
would be devoted to special exploi- | 
tation revival and subsequent run 


material. 





Philly’s Solo Horrors 
Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 


Horror pix, now being dualed for 
in many cities 
throughout the country, played here 
singly a couple of months ago in re- 


sockaroo grosses 


former 
passive policy of subsequent run 
flickers, and has taken up the ban- 
Ran 


; 





Locked Out 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
With a bankroli of $2,250, 
earned acting in RKO’s ‘Gunga 
Din,’ Anna May has no place to 
park her trunk. While she was 
on location the sheriff plastered 
an eviction notice on the Cali- 
fornia Zoological Society, her 
old home, 
Anna May is an elephant. 


Oklahoma City Court 

















Over Stars’ Photos 





Oklahoma City, Oct. 18. 
In the case of Paramount Pictures, 
| ine. and Paramount Pictures Dis- 
| tributing Co., Inc., vs. the Leader 
| Press, Inc., of Oklahoma City, Fed- 
| eral Judge Edgar S. Vaught ruled | 


| that the preparation and selling of 
advertising material for films by an 
independent printing company ‘does 
not constitute unfair competition.’ 

Paramount had charged that ad- 
vertising material prepared by the 
Leader Press had incorporated pic- 
tures, cartoons and caricatures of | 
stars and feature players employed | 
by Paramount in a ‘grotesque, in- | 
artistic and inferior manner—that | 
the reputation of plaintiff and of | 
stars and feature players was dam- 
aged by use of said advertisement.’ | 

Specific charges were that Clau- | 
dette Colbert had the appearance of | 
a Negress in advertising matter pre- 
pared by the Leader company for 
‘Cleopatra,’ and sold to state ex- 
hibitors. Charge also stated that | 
Joseph Schildkraut’s name was left | 
off and that Paramount's contract | 
with Schildkraut required that his 
name be mentioned in all advertis- 
ing of the picture. Also claimed that 
the words ‘A Paramount Picture’ 
were left off. 

On material prepared for ‘Big 
Broadcast of 1937,’ it was also 
charged that ‘A Paramount Picture’ | 
was left off and that type percent- 
ages were not adhered to and names 
!of actors misspelled. 


20th-Fex Adds Space 
For N. Y. Pub-Ad Dept. 


Catholic Boys School property, 1lo- 
cated on West 55th street near 10th 
avenue, New York, and immediately 
adjacent to present 20th-Fox home 
office building, is to be the new 
quarters for the company’s publicity- 
advertising department. Plans for 
remodeling so that the film company 
could move in shortly have been 
held up temporarily by a city zoning 
restriction. However, this legal twist 
is expected to be straightened out 
soon since deal for using Catholic 
school property already has gone 
through. 

With this arrangement and trouble 
gone to in order to furnish enlarged 
space for the advertising-publicity 
staff, apparently plans have been 
abandoned to move the 20th-Fox 
home offices into quarters closer to 
Times Square district. 


CORRIGAN GROUNDED 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Douglas Corrigan checks in today 
(Tues.) at RKO to collaborate with 
.| Scribes on his picture, ‘The Flying 
Irishman.’ 
.| Ernest Pagano and Dalton Trumbo 
are working on the story. 


























vivals that drew fair houses, but 
nothing spectacular. No one in the 
territory has yet tried dualing ‘Dra- 
cula’ and ‘Frankenstein,’ which are 
clicking so well elsewhere, but 
neither did extraordinary biz when 
exhibted singly recently. 





My Fright Wig, James 
Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

New horror campaign got under 
way at Universal yesterday (Mon.) 
with cameras grinding on ‘Son of 
Frankenstein,’ co-starring Peter 
Lorre, Boris Karloff and Bela Lugosi. 
Shocker will be rushed to cash in 
on the interest stirred by the reissue 
of ‘Dracula,’ ‘Frankenstein’ and other 
film monsters, 





Rules Vs. Par’s Suit - 


| management 





Republic’s Radio Status 


: Hollywood, Oct. 18, 

All deals for Republic studio show, 
headed by Roy Rogers, are being 
held in abeyance pending arrival 
here late this month of prexy Her- 
bert Yates, 





Program may sustain on Columbia . 


as a sponsor tease. 





Par Guild Unit 


Scores ‘Dilatory 
Tactics by Co. 


Paramount newsreel unit of the 

Y. Newspaper Guild passed a 
resolution this week protesting 
against the dilatory tactics used by 
Par News in dealings with the Guild 
and its offer on wages and other 
conditions. Guild unit asked a re- 
ply to its resolution within 48 hours, 
a guarantee that if negotiations are 
resumed, at least two meetings 





| weekly will be held until contract is 


completed. It also rejected latest 
proposals and de- 
manded that counter-proposals be 
submitted, indicating a desire to ar- 
rive at an agreement. 

Guild resolution charges 
Paramount News did not enter into 
collective bargaining with the Guild 
in good faith, and the suggestion of 
E. J. Richard, editor of newsreel, 
that he submit counter-proposals and 
statements by the management that 
it wished to deal sincerely were 
scored as tactics to disarm the Guild 


| and employees. 


Guild at Par has been trying to 
secure new wage scale since early 
last summer. This is touched on 
briefly in resolution, which points 
out that Richard’s suggestion that he 
submit counter-proposals for a con- 
tract were made Aug. 11, but after 
several weeks of waiting, the Para- 
mount News unit sent the manage- 
ment a written protest Oct. 1. Eleven 
days later the Guild received a 
letter from Richard, containing what 
the management claimed was the re- 
sult of two months study, so the 
resolution avers. 


FALSE ARREST SUIT 








Pathe News, Inc., and Howard 
Winner, one of its execs, are named 
defendants in a suit for $75,000 for 
alleged false arrest filed Friday 
(14) in N. Y. supreme court. Plain- 
tiff is Herman Van Cleef, dealer in 
photographic supplies, who claims he 
was illegally incarcerated at the in- 
stance of the defendants who had 
charged him with trying to dispose 
of film supplies which had been 
stolen from them. Van Cleef ad- 
mitted he had purchased the ma- 
terial from a stranger and had tried 
to sell it to another dealer. 

He denied knowing the stuff had 


been stolen and was exonerated 
when arraigned in Magistrates’ 
court. 





Hawks Takes a Flier 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Next directorial job for Howard 
Hawks at Columbia is a flying pic- 
ture, ‘Plane No. 4,’ at Columbia. 
Eleanore Griffin, Jules Furthman 
and William Rankin are scripting. 








Still No Livingstone 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

With 45 players screen-tested for 
the role of Dr. David Livingstone in 
20th-Fox’s ‘Stanley and Livingstone,’ 
the job is still open. Studio has 
asked the aid of its London office in 
finding a player with the explorer’s 
facial characteristics, 

Picture gets the gun in December, 
with Tyrone Power and Loretta 
Young tentatively named as co-stars. 





Hoover’s Pic Away 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
J. Edgar Hoover’ crime story, ‘Per- 
sons in Hiding,’ got the gun at Para- 
mount today (Tues.) after several 
delays over script trouble. 
Lynne Overman, William Henry, 





Patricia’ Morrison and Anthony 
| Quinn head the cast, James Hogan 
directing. 


that | 


FOR $75,000 VS. PATHE: 














Aggie Gives Thanks That Kiddies? 
Voices Change at 13—on the Radio 


By Joe Laurie, Jr. 


Coolacres, Cal., Oct. 18, 





Dear Joe: 

Sure was glad to hear that Sam Harris has a hit show in Kaufman and 
Hart’s ‘Fabulous Invalid’ and that our pal, Jeck Norworth, made such a 
terrific comeback. As far as me and Aggie are concerned he never was 
away. His talent has mellowed with age. I guess he is about ripe now 
to be discovered by the picture and radio guys. Ha: Ha: discovered! 
And speaking about radio, that station of mine is no sedlitz powder. We 
are over our mike fright and our voices sound pretty steady now and we 
can hold the script without looking like we're shaking up a cocktail. But 
writing the scripts, laying out the program, looking after my picture house 
and dancing school keeps me busier than a fly on a hot shovel. 
that I’m giving an audition for a nervous breakdown. 


I've been hustling around town to get sponsors, because the banker 
pointed out to me that we weren't running the station just for our own 
amusement. Those banker guys only know two colors, red and black. I 
landed Tony, the barber, for a 10-minute spot; not much dough but he pays 
off before each broadcast. He insisted that he do his own program. He 
plays a guitar and sings spaghetti songs in his native tongue, and does 
it much better than he cuts hair. I call him a sustaining sponsor. I tried 
a Vox Pop idea, taking the mike in front of the theatre and interviewing 
people. I would ask a guy his name and before I could stop him they 
would gab about everything and end up saying, ‘I'll be home a little late, 
Elsie.” They were using the mike for a telephone, So I cut it out. Now 
Aggie calls it my Vox Flop program. She certainly can get sarcastic 
when it comes to radio. 

I'm also going to cut out my plugs for coming pictures. 
it would help business but instead it hurt it. Aggie sez instead of it boost- 
ing business it acted as a warning. And I think she’s right. At least 
people are already in the theatre when they see a trailer. 


Maybe She Should Have Sued 


Aggie sez 


I thought sure 


I put on a Kiddie Hour last Saturday in the theatre and packed the joint . 


for the matinee. I had to put a soap box next to the mike so the kids 
could reach it, and one kid fell off the box and skinned his knee and his 
old lady wanted to sue me. I put the fix in by promising to let the kid 
broadcast again next Saturday. After hearing him I think I’d a been 
better off letting her sue me. Some of the kids didn’t do bad but most of 
them were double-awful. Aggie sez that God is pretty square changing 
their voices for them when they reach 13. 


Our serial is going over big. I have people stopping me on the street 
asking me what is going to happen in the next episode. Isn't it funny that 
people can’t wait for things to happen; they wanna be tipped off ahead 
of time. I’m gonna change the time on my broadcasts because Benny and 
Fred Allen are on the same time I am and as they’re pals of mine I don’t 
want to hurt their Crossley rating, and, besides, there’s lots of people like 
‘em in this town. I spoke to the undertaker about buying a spot on the 
air but I can’t figure out what kind of a program to give him. He don't 
want nothing sad and yet don’t want it too swingy. I suggested a pro- 
gram of gags; you know, a lot of good laughs about the hereafter. I figger 
it would take the sadness out of the commercial, but he don’t think it 
would be any good. Anyway I don’t think I'll bother with him because he 
says he don’t want to lay out any cash; he wants to give me due bills. 

Well, give our best to the boys and gals back there and tell ‘em that the 
rest of one’s days depends on the rest of one’s nights. Sez 


Your pal, 
Lefty. 


P.S.—Cynhia White sez, ‘The wise men of one generation are the old 


women of the next.’ 


Dreifuss’ Own Shorts 
Unit with F&M Co-Op 


Arthur Dreifuss has severed as 
vice-president of Donald Lieber- 
man’s Coronado Films, Inc., and will 
form a new company on the Coast. 
Roy Wolf, William Kent and Perry 
Burch, also with Coronado, will join 





WM. S. HART LOSES UA 
SUIT AGAIN ON APPEAL 


Washington, Oct. 18. 
William S. Hart, star of the silent 
westerns, lost out before the U. S. 
Supreme Court, Monday (17), when 
highest tribunal refused to review a 











Driefuss in new shorts producing 
setup which will have _ release 
through Columbia. 

Lieberman was backer of company 
formed to make eight westerns for 
Grand National. Dreifuss, formerly 
with Fanchon & Marco, worked deal 
for use of latter’s filming facilities 
on the Coast. Only one picture was 
made. Liberman will complete his 
GN commitments solo. 

New Arthur Driefuss Productions, 
incorporated in California, plans 19 
musical shorts. Dreifuss left for 
Hollywood Oct. 15 to set up deal 
with Fanchon & Marco after ar- 
ranging New York bankroll. Shorts 
will be made on stage of the Para- 
mount theatre, Los Angeles, using 
acts and the Fanchonettes (line of 
16). 

Roy Wolf of the new combo is a 
brother of Mike Marco (Wolf). 





O’Brien, Morris Roaring 
Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Pat O’Brien and Wayne Morris get 
co-starring spots in ‘The Roaring 
Road,’ an automobile racing tale, at 
Warners, assigned to Max Siegel as 
associate producer. 

Wally Klein and Sig Herzig did 
the original and Norman Reilly 
Raine the dialog. Picture starts early 
next month. 





‘Long Shot’ Up Clese 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Next Fine Arts production, ‘Long 
Shot,’ goes before the cameras Oct. 
21, with Charles Lamont piloting. 
Ewart Adamson is doing the screen 
play from an original by Harry 
Beresford and George Callaghan. 








Court of Appeals decision in favor 
of United Artists. Row involved a 
contract, under which UA was to 


|have exclusive distribution for six 


years of two Hart pix—the proceeds 
to be divided on a percentage basis. 
Hart’s claim was that United 
Artists sold one of the productions 
before it was completed, on a price 
basis which did not return him the 
money he had sunk in the picture. A 
trial court threw out Hart’s suit to 
recover the amount UA had re- 
ceived, on grounds he had showed no 
cause of action and ruled that the 
contract set up no fiduciary rela- 
tionship between the parties in- 
volyed. Circuit court took the same 
attitude which was upheld, by impli- 
cation, by the Supreme Court. 


Leads Hold Up ‘Wagons’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Start of Republic’s $750,000 
‘Wagons Westward’ is held up by 
lack of name players to fill the three 
top roles. Fredric March, Walter 
Huston and Ann Harding have all 
spurned overtures. 

Director George Nichols is ready 
to shoot as soon as casting is com- 
pleted. 











‘Destry’ Rides in Spring 
Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Unable to borrow James Stewart 
from Metro until winter, Universal 
postponed shooting its big budget 
western, ‘Destry Rides Again,’ until 
next spring. 


Universal execs decided winter 


weather is too unstable for outdoor 
production on a large scale. 
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MAYER EXPLODES IA PLOT 


Film Company Shares Keep Pace 
With Stock Market on Every Bulge 


—_—_——. 


Picture company stocks were strong 
in the stock market during the last 
week despite general dips and ir- 
regularity every other day. Many 
jssues advanced fractionally, with 
20th-Fox shares particularly strong, 
in yesterday’s (Tuesday) session. 
Majority of film shares wound up 
at best prices for week. 

The market turned out to be up- 
and-down affair, with the bulls hav- 
ing things their way most of time 
and whenever they wanted to push 
forward’ shares. Higher priced 
amusement issues, particularly pref- 
erence stocks, readily joined in up- 
ward moves and were stubborn in 
relinquishing gains. The stock mar- 
ket was shuttered Wednesday (12) 
because of Columbus Day holiday, 
but went forward again on all fronts 
the following day after Tuesday’s 
(11) irregularity and signs of weak- 
ness. 

Of some eight most active stocks, 
only Loew's common this week 
showed any great appreciation over 
these August quotations. Common 
shares Monday (10) closed at 54%, 
while on Aug. 27 they were 49%, 
an advance of nearly 5 points. But 
other issues had only minor fraction- 
al gains, were unchanged or actually 
were lower than Aug. 27 prices. 

To market observers this indicates 
that picture shares have not gone 
ahead too rapidly, in fact, actually 
seem behind the market as a whole. 
Present prices for the most part ap- 
pear modestly in line with current 
earnings of companies concerned. 
Since quotations largely are predi- 
cated on future possibilities, film is- 
sues doubtlessly will take an active 
part in any forthcoming continued 
advance of the market. 

While a number of film stocks 
neared their former highs for the 
year, including Loew’s, Paramount 
common and its two preferreds, 
Warner Bros. common, Columbia 
Pictures common and General Thea- 
tres, holders of stocks followed ac- 
tion of others in getting to the side- 
lines early this week to await pos- 
sible technical reaction or consolida- 
tion of gains. 


Con. Film’s Action 


Increased business reported by Re- 
Public Pictures plus generally good 
income from lab work is back of the 
recent healthy spurt of Consolidated 
Films preferred stock. The shares 
made a new high for the year at 
10%, Monday (17) after registering 
new 1938 peaks on several successive 
days last week. Consolidated holds 
a heavy interest in Republic, higher 
revenue by the picture company be- 
ing reflected quickly in the status of 
Con. Films. Although net income for 


the: first half of the year was not 


Particularly encouraging, net rev- 
enue in the last two months has been 
in excess of $150,000. 

While Wall Street is interested in 
this only as a reason for the stock 
advancing, financial experts are 
more interested in its dividend pos- 
sibilities and net return. Preferred 
recently was selling for $8 per share, 
which meant 12%% return on the 
stock purchased if the $1 divvy is 
Paid this year, which now seems 
likely, Consolidated has only 400,000 
Shares of preference stock outstand- 
ing and the $1 dividend was: fully 
Covered by income even before the 
fnd of the third quarter. 





Pitt Variety Club’s Head 
Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 
Ira Cohn, 20th-Fox manager, 
named Chief Barker of Variety Club 
for 1939 at annual election last week. 
Harry Seed, WB, and Jules Lapidus, 
, elected first and second assist- 
ants. Other officers includes 


Kellenberg, Jake Soltz, C. J. Latta, 
0e Misrach and Al Weiss, directors. 
Harry Kalmine and Harold Lund 
Picked as delegates to annual con- 
Vention in Detroit next spring, with 


- A. I. Wise and Mark Goldman, 
alternates, 


i;earning prospects of Universal Pic- 


| ready. 





‘Sea Wolf’ for Robinson 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Edward G. Robinson, instead of 
Errol Flynn, gets the starring spot 
in the Jack London picture ‘The Sea 
Wolf.’ 

Picture sets sail as soon as Rob- 
inson finishes ‘Brother Orchid.’ His 
“$1,000 Window’ follows ‘Wolf.’ 


U. Stock Goes | 
Bullish; No Buy 
By Le Boutillier 


General 











optimism over future 


tures was held accountable in the 
trade for the sensational spurt in the 
company’s preferred stock last week 
from around 46 to a new high price 
of 59%. Part of impetus was received 
from circulated report that George 
Le Boutillier, Pennsylvania R. R. v.p., 
was forming a syndicate to negotiate 
the purchase of Universal, stock dip- 
ping two points when he denied re- 
port. 

Recent strength in the preferred 
was based on improved earning posi- 
tion, it is reported in financial circles. 
Several more expensive picturés 
have panned out well and a couple of 
minimum budget films have brought 





in double their cost, or better, al- 
Besides being reflected in the 
preferred issue, Universal's new com- 
mon went to highest price of year, 


| nearing old $8 high level this week. 


Operations of Universal are re- 
ported in the black by officials, who 
claim to have negotiated a new loan 
of more than $2,000,000. However, 
bullish attitude towards the preferred 
was not predicated on such a loan, 
according to best opinion in Wall 
Street. Preferred is more than $30 
in arrears on dividends, and would 
be first in line to receive this if the 
company shows sufficient profit to 
cover any cash distribution. Higher 
prices in the stock market, plus the 
fact that U preferred in past fall pe- 
riods has gone up, also undoubtedly 
helped the advance. 


Report that a proposition had been 
made to R. H. Cochrane for the pur- 
chase of his 70,000 shares of another 
preferred issue were flatly denied by 
Cochrane. Report that other pro- 
posals to buy stock in the hands of 
other than the present operating 
group, including Charles R. Rogers, 


Day that Le Boutillier was report- 
ed forming syndicate to buy into Uni- 
versal, the preferred rose six points 
to a new high. Later it fell back 
when he denied story. 


Norman Alley to Show 
World’s Map Changes 


Norman Alley, the newsreel ian, 
makes his debut on the lacture plat- 
form Nov. 15 in Cincinna.i. He has 
been booked until March on a tour 
which takes him to the west coast. 

Brought to front-page atttention 
by the Panay incident in China, Al- 
ley has prepared a 10,000-foot film il- 
lustrating history-making changes of 
|recent years. He culled 10,000,000 
| feet of newsreels (all companies) for 
| the finished result. 














Al! 
Weiblinger, secretary; Mike Shapiro, | 
treasurer, and Harry Feinstein, C. C. | 


Dobson Joins Morris 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Ned Dobson has joined the Wil- 
| liam Morris agency in the radio de- 
partment here. ; 
Dobson formerly his 


had own 


also weré discounted in New-York;—--+ 








IKEA) TO AID IN Metro Wins Out in Twin Cities On % 





INION BREAKUP 


Tells Grand Jury McAdoo. 
Partner Engineered 
Charges of Racketeering 
—MG Head Credited with 
Averting Studio Tieup— 
Agents Balk at SAG. 
Point-Plan 


| 
| 
| 


SDG HEARING ENDS | 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Testimony of Louis B. Mayer be- 
fore a Sacramento county grand | 
jury that a former: law partner of | 
Senator William Gibbs McAdoo tried | 
to create a fight between motion pic- 
ture executives and 12,000 of their 
workers overshadowed the tiff be- 
tween the Screen Actors Guild and | 
agents over the SAG's 19-point| 
licensing plan. 

Mayer, almost dramatic at times, 
unfolded a story of how he had been } 
approached by William H. Neblett 
and asked to aid in a drive to break 
up the International Alliance of | 
Theatrical Stage Employees. He then | 
testified that when he refused, Neb- | 
lett approached William Bioff, for- | 
mer Coast head of the IATSE, and | 
left the impression that the Metro | 
executive engineered the Assembly | 
Interim Committee investigation of | 
charges of racketeering against the 
IA. He said Bioff became angry | 
with him, and that it was with some | 
difficulty he was able to convince | 
the latter that he had nothing to do | 
with the inquiry. 

Mayer testified, ‘Neblett told me 
that William Moseley Jones (speaker | 





| 
} 
| 


| ing. 


Pix Demands; Par’s 


+ 





Col. Revives ‘Chopin’ 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
‘Chopin,’ temporarily shelved by 
Columbia when Frank Capra passed 
it up, is going into production 
shortly. 
Studio is lining up a new director 
and cast. Script is ready for shoot- 








AGENTS WOOING 
SAG WITH 
SELF-REG. 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

In an effort to reach an amicable 
compromise with the Screen Actors 
Guild on latter’s proposed licensing 
plan, the Artists Managers Guild at 
meeting last night (Monday) ap- 
proved counter proposish calling for 
self-regulation and revision of one- 
year contract limitation. Indepen- 
dent agents also okayed plan, which 
will be presented to SAG tomorrow 
(Wed.) 

Complete house-cleaning, with 
elimination of fly-by-nighters and 
chiseling percenters, is promised if 
plan is accepted. Fees charged for 
talent representation in pictures and 





radio would -also-be--regulated._--Ar-- 


bitration would remain with State 
Labor Commish, with SAG sitting in. 
Agents endorsed the SAG radio 





40-507, for ‘Wings’ 


Oct. 18. 

Northwest Allied apparently has 
to defeat its fight 
Metro percentage pictures 


Minneapolis, 


gone down in 
against 
and for a reduction ‘of at least 25%’ 


in film rentals. The demands for- 
mulated at the convention, prior to 
the selling season’s start in the Twin 
Cities, have been ignored by the dis- 
tributors for the most part. 

It is learned that M-G has been 
insisting upon—and getting—in the 
Twin Cities, as elsewhere, four 1938- 
39 percentage pictures. It has been 
experiencing no trouble in closing 
deals, even with Minneapolis and 
St. Paul Northwest Allied members, 
who were supposedly pledged to 
buy flat or not at all. Most of its 
Twin City possibilities have .been 
signed to contracts and all the deals 
include the four percentage pictures. 

A year ago, too, Metro was the 
only company here that put through 
percentage deals with Twin City in- 
dependent exhibitors, excepting the 
individual cases of ‘Snow White’ and 
‘Birth of a Baby.’ At that time the 
independent capitulated to what was 
declared to be a national policy. 
This season, however, it was de- 
clared that no exception would be 
made for M-G. The strength of its 
product seemingly caused the break 
in the independents’ ranks. Eager- 
ness to line up this product led to 
broken pledges, according to mem- 
bers of the trade. 

United Artists also is demanding 
percentages in the Twin Cities, but 
has made no deals yet. All other 
companies again announced flexible 


a combination of flat and percent- 
ages, with the price marked up 


of the Assembly and then connected | S20w for motion picture relief fund | plenty high in a number of instances 


with Neblett’s law office) had a 
legislative committee in town and/| 
they’re going after the IATSE. I. 
think it’s a darn good chance to get 
rid of them.’ 

Mayer said he advised the lawyer 
that Metro was not interested in | 
fighting the union, and asked if he | 
(Neblett) did not know that the) 
IATSE was an affiliate of the Ameri- | 
can Federation of Labor and had a 
contract with all studios and the- 
atres. He said Neblett replied: ‘Hell 
no, I didn’t know they were A. F. of 
ln 

Detailing a conversation with 
Neblett at Mayer’s studio office, the 
executive said the lawyer told him, 
‘It looks like Jones has run out on 
us. I picked him out as a law part- 
ner but I don’t suppose the public | 
would believe that. I don’t know 
whether he’s tied up with the CIO. 
I could blast this whole thing out 
of the water.’ 

‘Nothing to Investigate’ 

Mayer said Neblett then argued 
that Mayer could do the blasting | 
himself by obtaining a report made 
by the Assembly Committee’s inves- 
tigators, Clayton Adams and William 
Silliman, who told the committee 
there was nothing to investigate in | 
the IATSE. Witness said the lawyer 
told him he could not give him a. 
copy of the report, but that there | 
was one in the back seat of his car| 
parked in the studio driveway and 
that he could not be responsible if 
somebody stole it. 

Mayer said he instructed a watch- 
man at the studio to get the report 
and that it was turned over to Kyle 
Palmer for distribution to the news- 
papers. a 

Metro head told how he arranged 
telephone calls to Neblett’s office to 
convince Bioff that he (Mayer) had 
no connection with the inquiry. 
When Bioff listened in, Mayer said 
the former IA leader said, ‘No, I'l! 
tell you who it was who told me you 
were the one. It was Col. William 
H. Neblett. I have been duped. You 
can't blame me for not believing him, 
as he is a partner of United States 
Senator McAdoo.’ 

Had Mayer not checked the move. 
it is believed, a strike might have 
resulted with production tied up in 
all studieos as well as theatres 





agency biz, and was talent scout mi throughout the United States whose 


' Republic. 


(Continued on page 23) 


|eartoon unit to the Harman-Ising 


las_its part of the expenses of a 


and promised to cooperate. 

Screen Actors Guild suspended 
members for working on co-op basis 
with Hollywood Productions on 
nearby location. Company had been 
denied a contract for failure to guar- 
antee salaries, 


HARMAN, ISING SPLIT 
UP ON MG CARTOONS 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Hugh Harman and Rudolph Ising, 
former partners in cartoon produc- 
tion, will work separately under their 
new Metro contracts, each producing 
nine animated films for the 1938-39 
program. 

Fred Quimby, Metro’s cartoon di- 
vision head, will supervise the work. 

Walt Disney moved his ‘Bambi’ 








plant to relieve overcrowding of his 
own studio. 

Rental had to be okayed by U. S. 
court, as H-I outfit is in reorganiza- 
tion under 77-B. 


Phil Lord Again Suing 
Pathe News for $48,000 


The second trial of Phillips (Seth 
Parker) Lord’s breach of contract 
suit against Pathe News, Inc., was 
begun Monday (17) before N. Y. 
Federal Judge Clarence Galson and 
a jury. Lord is suing to recover 
$48,000 which he claims Pathe owes 








heron 


for flat deals on pictures supposed 
to command percentages. As far as 
is known, the independents in all 
instances have chosen the flat deals 
nevertheless, 

However, Paramount is 
40% in the Twin Cities for ‘Men 
With Wings,’ which it will sell 
separately. This is the same per- 
centage comrnanded by ‘Snow 
White’ and ‘Birth of Baby’ in Min- 
neapolis and St. Paul. In the terri- 
tory outside of the Twin Cities, ‘Men 
With- Wings’ is priced at 50%, the 
same as ‘Snow White’ and ‘Birth of 
Baby.’ A number of the companies 
claim their 1938-39 deals called for 
more money than those of last sea- 
son. A few assert they’re getting 
the sarne amount. Only one of the 
majors is known to have offered re- 
ductions generally. 


asking 





Philly’s % Hotdout 


Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 
Gradual but complete switch in 
the adamant all-percentage policy 


ning of the present selling season is 
reported by exhibs here who have 
recently done business with the ex- 
change. UA, way back about last 
April, let it be known that its prod- 
uct was all going to be sold on per- 
centage, or else. Exhibs balked and 
kicked and, worst of all, apparently 
didn’t buy. Fact is, it is understood, 
sales resistance was so strong that 
— slipped to an unprofitable 
ow. 

So the all-percentage policy was 
gradually changed, exhibs say. Per- 
centage was adhered to on a few big 
pix but quite a few were slipped in 





planned world tour in his Sailing 
ship, the Seth Parker. The first | 
action was dismissed last December. 
Lord obtained a reversal and a new 
trial. | 

The radio star claims that Pathe | 
had agreed to share 50-50 on ex-/| 


“at flat-rentals----——--—--—-~...... 





Milland, Miranda In 


Top ‘Imperial’ Bracket 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 


penses and profits on the world | Ray Milland shares top honers 
cruise and to supply equipment for | with Isa Miranda in the long de- 
the making of pictures. Pathe re- | layed ‘Hotel Imperial’ at Paramount. 
neged at the last moment, he avers, Originally Milland was slated for 
and he had to stand the expense | ‘Midnight’. but passed it up because 
himself. The trip wound up in the; it would have prevented his pro- 
South Sea Islands. Pictures which | posed vacation trip to London this 
Lord produced on his own during fall. 

the trip were duds. He thinks Pathe| Don Ameche, on loan from 2€the 
should be nicked for part of the} Fox, goes into ‘Midnight’ as ea 
expenses of the tour. } starrer with Claudette Colbert. 
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nn er 





. 
a ACE te ee ee NN 


A eb NE Lh ncn as 


et 








arf 
‘ 
: 























_—— 


a a ee et SE 
<> 





Nhe Caan mes eye an OO tye oe ee 


s 
eR eee tenet) ~ : 
a SS = = 
——- 
See bas ——? 


8 VARIETY 


PICTURE GROSSES 


We 


dnesday, October 19, 1938 





Se 





Sisters Showing Way in L. A. With 


Good $25,500, Marie’ Dismal 18/56; 
Robinson Par Draw, 12G; 8 Acers Solo 





Los Angeles, Oct. 18. 

First runs are pretty much on a 
solo diet this week, eight of the 11 
deluxers single billing to fairly good 
returns. ‘The Sisters’ at the two 
Warners houses is doing a mop-up 
biz and will check in with close to 
$25,500 extraordinary trade and, of 
course, holds over. Heads are hang- 
ing low at Chinese and State where 
‘Marie Antoinette’ is in its first runs 
after roadshowing at Carthay Circle. 
Combined take will be around 
$18,500, blah. : 

Town’s other gold-striker is ‘Can't 
Take It with You,’ rolling up another 
big $18,500 and holding for a fourth 
week. Bill Robinson on the stage 
is Paramount’s magnet and credited 
for bulk of $12,000 week, although 
just so-so biz. Holdover of ‘Too 
Hot to Handle’ at subsequent first 
runs showing to good returns. 

Cool weather perked biz over the 
weekend, many houses showing a 
nice recovery. 

Estimates for This Week 

Chinese (Grauman-F-WC) (2,024; 
30-40-55-75) — ‘Antoinette’ (M-G). 
Depresh set in here with a vengeance 
and costumer hanging on the ropes 
for anemic $7,500. Last week, 
‘Straight, Place,’ $7,200, just couldn’t 
get going. 

Downtown (WB) (1,800; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Road to 
Reno’ (U), dual. Long lines at the 
wicket tell the story of this one’s 
strong pull, will hit big $12,500 and 
stick around for another helping. 
Last week, ‘Girls on Probation’ (GN) 
and ‘Secrets of Actress’ (WB), $8,100. 

Four Star (F-WC-UA) (900; 40-55) 
— Drums’ (UA) (2d week). Beating 
the skins for a good $4,500. First 
week plenty profitable at $5,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 30-40-55- 
65)—‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Reno’ (U), 
dual. Just a bit under its downtown 
running mate and smackine over the 
clients with bangup $13,000. Last 
week, ‘Girls on Probation’ (GN) and 
‘Actress’ (WB), just piddled along to 
$6,300. 

_Orpheum (Bdwy.) (2,280; 25-30-35- 


~40)—Mr. Wong’ (Mono) and ‘Rich 


Man’ (M-G), dual, and vaudeville. 
Biz hasn’t varied much at this stand 
of late, this week no exception at 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Big Top’ (Mono) 
and ‘Crime Ring’ (RKO), $6,800. 

Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 30-40-55)— 
*Can’t Take It’ (Col) (3rd week). 
Holding to its earlier momentum and 
showing no signs of letting up. 
Clicked off another $9,500 coupon- 
clipping figures. Second week, big 
and beautiful $13,000. 

Paramount (Par) (3,595; 30-40-55) 
—King Alcatraz’ (Par) and stage 
show. While not doing bonanza biz, 
Bill Robinson can take most of the 
credit for $12,000 in the till, Last 
week, ‘Campus Confessions’ (Par) 
and stage show. Stuck around aver- 
age for $13,500. 

RKO (2,872; 30-40-55)—‘Can’t Take 
It’ (Col) (8d week). Maybe the title 
has somethins to do with the b.o. 
surge here, another smasheroo 
$9,000 after a second week of $13,500. 

State (Loew-Fox) (2,414; 30-40-55- 
75)—‘Antoinette’ (M-G). Let it go 
at $11,000 n.s.g. Last week, ‘Straight, 
Place’ (20th), way off at $8,700. 

United Artists (F-WC) (2,100; 30- 
40-55)—Too Hot to Handle’ (M-G) 
and ‘Meet Girls’ (20th) dual (2d 
week). They don’t hold them over 
very often here but this one is jus- 
tified by $3,500 take and goes third 


week. First week, nice going $6,000. 


-{F-WC )—(2,296; 30-40-55- 


Wilshire 
65)—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and eet 
till ; 


Girls’ (20th) dual (2d week). 
a little heat left and over the coun- 
ter for $5,000. Holds third stanza. 
That $7,900 on the first week is a 
fancy figure out this way. 


0. C. BIZ OK; ‘HANDLE’ 
SUBS FOR RITZES, 536 


Oklahoma City, Oct. 18. 
‘Straight, Place and Show’ was 
pulled at the Criterion after three 








days for ‘Too Hpt to Handle.’ Lat- 
~~ ——t6P— Whit hott of 


$5,500. ‘Four’s a Crowd’ 
okay $4,500 at the Midwest. 

Biz good all-around, if not excep- 
tional. 

Estimates for This Week 

Criterion (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40) 
—‘Straight, Place’ (20th) pulled after 
three days for ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G). 
Latter will keep house at average 
$5,500. Last week ‘Certain Age’ (U), 
okay $5,400. ; 

Liberty (Stan) (1,200; 20-25)—‘Al- 
ways Trouble’ (20th) and ‘Smash- 


set for 


ing Rackets’ (RKO), split with 
‘Broadway Musketeers’ (WB) and 
*Murder’ (20th). Good $2,500. Last 


week ‘Painted Desert’ (RKO) and 
‘Sailor’ (Par), split with ‘Secretary’ 
(U) and ‘Numbers’ (20th), okay $2,- 


400. 
Midwest (Stan) (1,500; 25-35-40)— 
*Four’s Crowd’ (WB). Nicé $4,506.' 





Broadway Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This 
(Based on 12 theatres) 





Total Gross Same Week 
ERR: Ws 65.6:4060005 $290,800 
(Based on 14 theatres) 











Last week ‘Daughters’ (FN), $4,400, 


good. 

State (Noble) (1,100; 20-25)— 
‘Prairie Moon’ (Rep) and ‘Talk 
Devil’ (G-B). Autry nice draw here 
at $2,600. Last week ‘Crime Holi- 
day’ (Col) and ‘Flight Fame’ (Col), 
slipped to $2,000. 

Tower (Stan) (1,100; 25-35)—‘Five 


Kind’ (20th). Okay $3,000. Last 
week ‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO) 
pulled after three for ‘Cowboy’ 


(WB), poor $1,500. 


BEERY - ROONEY 
SMASH 196 
IN PROV. 


Providence, Oct. 18. 

Loew’s State marching towards a 
smash $19,000 goal for ‘Stablemates.’ 
‘Frankenstein’ and ‘Dracula’ revival 
at RKO Albee next in line. with 
swell $10,000. Strand closed shift to 
Metropolitan yesterday (Monday) 
and will remain dark until repairs 
to Strand are completed. Reopen- 
ing tentatively set for Oct. 28. 

.._Estimates far This. Week ‘. 

Albee (RKO) (2,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) and ‘Dracula’ (U). 
Spine-chilling reissues pacing for 
grand $10,000. Last week, ‘Room 
Service’ (RKO) and ‘Secretary’ (U), 
nice $8,000. 

Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 25-35- 
50)—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Juve- 
nile Court’ (Col) (2d run). Head- 
ing for good $4,500. Last week, 
‘Daughters’ (WB) and ‘Danger Air’ 
(U), okay $3,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 25-35-50) — 
‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and ‘Vacation 
Love’ (M-G). Pacing house for best 
gross in years with knockout $19,000. 
Last week, ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and 
‘Juvenile Court’ (Col), socko $18,000. 

Majestic (Fay) (2,300; 25-35-50) — 
‘Gateway’ (20th) and ‘Safety Num- 
bers’ (20th). So-so $4,500. Last 
week, ‘Co-Ed’ (°9th) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th), n.g. $5,000. 

Playhouse (Indie) (1,400; 20-35) — 
‘Forbidden Valley’ (U) and vaude. 
Wednesday (19) opening. Last week, 
‘Air Devils’ (U) and vaude, neat 
$5,000. 

Strand (Indie) (at Metropolitan) 
(3,100; 25-35-40). Dark this week. 
Last week, ‘Touchdown Army’ (Par) 
and ‘Kid’ (Rep), poor $3,500. 


Summer in Denver; 
Burns Smash $9,000 


Denver, Oct. 18, 

Extended Indian summer weather, 
with no frost to date—a record—still 
keeping grosses below what they 
should be, but even so two houses 
are packing them in, the Denham 
and Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 25-40)— 
‘Five of Kind’ (20th), running day 
and date with Paramount. Heading 














School’ (Col), poor $2,000. 
| ~‘Broadwa xX 


‘Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Rich Man’ 
(M-G), both after a week at Or- 
pheum. Good $3,000. Last week, 
‘Giants’ (WB), fair $2,000. 

Denham (Cockrill (1,750; 25-35-40) 
—Arkansas Traveler’ (Par). Looks 
like old times, way crowds are turn- 
ing out for this. Heading for big 
$9,000, but won’t h. o. because of 
Anni stage show coming in next 
week. Last week, ‘Campus Confes- 
sions’ (Par) and vaude, poor $6,000. 

Denver (Fox) (2,525; 25-35-50)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U) and 100-piece 
WPA orchestra. Strong $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Co-Ed’ (20th) and Bowes’ 
unit, very nice $12,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 25-35-40) 
—Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Block- 
Heads’ (M-G). Going huge $14,000 
and will h. o. Last week, ‘Boys 








lof alibis available, including unsea- 


big erty at $10,000 in their second 
week to have been held a third, but 
house was too far behind on film 
commitments. 

Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 25-40)— 
‘Five Kind’ (20th) and ‘Meet Girls’ 
(20th). Nice $3,000. Last week, 
‘Broadway _ Musketeers’ (WB), and 
‘Missing Guest’ (U), fair $3,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 25-40)—‘Co-Ed’ 
(20th), after a week at the Denver, 
and ‘Danger Air’ (U). Fair $1,800. 
Last week, ‘Daughters’ (FN), after 
a week each at the Denver and Alad- 
din; and ‘Moto’ (20th), good $2,000. 


PITT HAS BLUES; 
BEERY-ROONEY 
SMART 226 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 
Biz slipping back into same old 
mediocre groove again, with plenty 


sonably warm weather, heated politi- 


cal -election, weakness of current 
product and at least half dozen 
others. Managers have one consola- 
tion—they have more alibis than cus- 
tomers. 

Only the Penn’s pounding away 
above par, with ‘Stablemates’ giving 
Metro another b.o, click and provid- 
ing Warner with an added h.o., pic- 
ture moving there on Friday (21). 
‘You Can’t Take It With You’ isn’t 
doing too bad, either, in third and 
last week at Alvin. Others, however, 
are merely marking time. Chick 
Webb no evening wow at Stanley 
and helping ‘Touchdown Army’ get 
nowhere, while ‘Secrets of an Ac- 
tress’ and ‘Blockheads’ sinking War- 
ner into dumps once more after three 
big sessions. ‘Youth Takes Fling’ 
doing better than expected at Fulton, 
although even at that no great 
shakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alvin (Harris) (1,850; 25-35-50)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (3d-final wk). 
Holding up in pretty fair fashion. 
Class draw, as indicated by poor mats 
and big nights. Looks like about 
$7,500 for wind-up; not bad on top of 
nice $12,000 last week, giving flicker 
around $35,000 on run, plenty hefty. | 
aan Certain Age” opens Thursday 
( ° 

Fulton (Shea-Hyde) (1,700; 25-40) 
—Youth Fling’ (U). Originally fig- 
ured twin-bill entry, but management 








for nice $3,500. Last week, ‘Girls’ | 
| wow winner. ‘You Can’t Take It 
3 


took chance on singling it and work- 
ing out okay. Nothing spectacular, 
but at about $4,600 there should be 
no complaints. That’s considerably 
better than ‘Road to Reno’ (U) and 
‘Meet Girls’ (20th) last week at 
$3,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 25-35-50) 
—‘Stablemates’ (M-G). Metro comes 
through with another winner in 
Beery-Rooney racetrack hoke. Shoot- 
ing for big $22,000 in eight days and 
will move to Warner~ Friday ~ (21), 
giving site sixth h.o. in last couple of 
months. Last week, ‘Spawn’ (Par), 
yanked after six days to weak $8,000. 
: Stanley (WB) (3,600; 25-40-60)— 
Touchdown Army’ (Par) and Chick 
Webb-Ella_ Fitzgerald. Jitterbugs 
making Stanley a mat hangout, but 
oldsters aren’t going for the swing 
stuff, and nites ’way off. Flicker isn’t 
particularly designed either to bring 
em in after dark, attracting strictly 
juve crowd. As result, very poor 
$15.000 is all house can look for this 
week. Last week, Wayne Morris- 
Johnnie Davis in person, with ‘Room 
Service’ (RKO), just fair at $19,000, 

Warner (WB) (2,000; 25-40)—‘Ac- 
tress’ (FN) and ‘Blockheads’ (M-G). 
Back to normalcy here again, and 
that means around $4,000, if that. 
Twinner is strictly B, and $4,000 is 
limit at this spot. Last week, ‘Hot 
hen aya’ Pent ee here after 

at Penn, still plent tent, an 
knocked off healthy $7,800. neha: 


OK Pix, Biz in Port. 
‘Handle’ Warm $7,000 


Portland, Ore., Oct. 18. 
Strong pix this week sending the 
burg’s grosses to a new high. “Too 
Hot to Handle’ at Parker’s UA is a 








nicely. 

Another heavy scorer is ‘Straight, 
Place and Show,’ putting the Or- 
pheum into big money, while ‘That 
Certain Age’ at the Broadway ended 
a smashing first week and holding 
to good biz. ° 

Estimates for This Week 

Broadway (Parker) (2,000: 30-35- 
40)—Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Kid’ 
(Rep) (2d week). Strong pace for 
good $5,800. First week great $7,800. 

Mayfair (Parker-Evergreen) (1,- 
500, 30-35-40)—Boys Town’ (M-G) 
and ‘Freshman Year’ (U) (6th week). 
Still good at $3,000. Fifth week, $3,- 
200. First four weeks did around 
$20,000, great. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(1,800; 30-35-40)—‘Straight, Place’ 
(20th) and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col). Big 


_Brandeis and Ritz Bros.’ ‘Straight, | 


— 


Sisters,’ 17146, ‘Can't Take, 196, 





Rest Philly Blah; ‘Ice -Lewis Cold 196 





Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
Wts WOON. acacces $1,756,600 
(Based on 27 cities, 181 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y 





Total Gross Same Week 
Last Year...........$1,570,200 
(Based on 23 cities, 165 theatres) 











(WB) and ‘Numbers’ (20th), closed 
average second week at $4,300. 

Paramount (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(3,000; 30-35-40)—‘Can’t Take It’ 
(Col). Good $7,500. Last week, 
‘Room Service’ (RKO) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th), average $5,500. - 

Rivoli (Indie) (1,100; 20-25)—‘Gold 
Mine’ (Rep) and ‘Cocoanut Grove’ 
(Par). Okay $1,800. Last week, 
‘Birth of Baby’ (Special) held for 16 
days to winning $3,500 total. 

United Artists (Parker) (1,000; 30- 
35-40)—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G). Great 
$7,000. Last week, ‘Daughters’ (FN) 
and ‘Missing,Guest’ (U); better than 
average second week with $4,200. 


OMAHA EASES 
OFF; RITZES 
GOOD 846 


Omaha, Oct. 18. 

Wickets are getting a brief rest 
this week after plenty of spinning 
during the past two months. Ledgers 
at all houses, however, showing a 
satisfactory set of black figures. 

Downtown patrons a bit zany from 
Marx Bros. ‘Room Service’ at the 





Place and Show’ at the Orpheum. 


Latter drew plenty of the hand-book 
element. No competish from avia- 
tion exposition at City Auditorium, 
which folded in midweek. 
Estimates for This Week 

Avenue-Dundee-Military (Gold- 
berg) (950-650-810; 10-25)—‘Letter’ 
(U) and ‘Miss Broadway’ (20th), split 
with ‘Gladiator’ (Col) and ‘City 
Streets’ (Col). Headed for $2,300, 
very good. Last week, ‘Crowd Roars’ 
(M-G) and ‘Fast Company’ (M-G), 
split with ‘Hoosier Schoolboy’ (Mon.), 
‘Carey's Chickens’ (RKO), and ‘Trip 
to Paris’ (20th), tripler, dandy $2,200. 
- Brandeis (Singer-RKO) (1,250; 10- 
25-35-40)—‘Room_ Service’ (RKO) 
and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col). Sutisfied 
with $4,800, good. Last week, sec- 
ond stanza of ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col), 
very good $5,600. 

Omaha (Blank) (2,200; 10-25-40)— 
‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Rich Man’ 
(M-G), dual, two days of second 
week; split with ‘Co-Ed’ (20th) and 
‘Racket Busters’ (WB), dual, five 
days. Aiming at $6,800, good. Last 
week, ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Rich 
Man’ (M-G), smash $10,600. 

Orpheum (Blank) (3,000; 10-25-40) 
—‘Straight, Place’ (20th) and ‘Hunt- 
ed Men’ (Par). Looks like $8,500, 
nice. Last week, ‘Has Nancy’ (M-G) 
and ‘Miss Thoroughbred’ (WB), $8,- 
100, good. 

Town (Goldberg) (1,250; 10-20-25) 
—Diamond Row’ (UA), ‘Leather- 
necks’ (Rep), and ‘Ladies Distress’ 
(Rep), first-run triple bill, split with 
‘Law Commands’ (Cap), ‘Letter’ 
(U), and ‘Texans’ (Par), tripler. 
Fairish, $1,500. Last week, ‘Life Re- 
turns’ (GN), ‘Mystery House’ (WB), 
and ‘Chase Self’ (RKO), first-run 
trivler, split with ‘Married Spy’ 
(GN), ‘Brothers West’ (Cap), and 
‘Miss Broadway’ (20th), tripler, $1,- 
600, good. 


B’KLYN B. 0. FORTE 
Swell $30,000; ‘Handle’ 


‘Can’t Take’ 

eae. FU J 
Brooklyn, Oct. 18. 

Sock attendance at Fabian Para- 
mount, showing ‘You Can’t Take It 
with You,’ and at Loew’s Metropoli- 
tan, flashing ‘Too Hot to Handle.’ 
RKO Albee, with ‘Straight, Place 
and Show,’ plus ‘Breaking Ice’ also 
a winner. Strand’s vaudfilm will 
show profit this semester. 

Estimates for This Week 
Albee (3,274; 25-35-50) — ‘Straight. 














Place’ (20th) and ‘Breaking Ice’ 
(RKO). Good $19,000. Last week, 
‘Carefree’ (RKO) and ‘Annabel’ 


(RKO), attractive $19,500. 

Fox (4,089; 25-50)—‘King Alcatraz’ 
(Par) and ‘Sons of Legion’ (Par). 
Good $14,000. Last week, ‘Garden 
Moon’ (WB) and ‘Missing Guest’ (U), 
$14,500, okay. 

Met (3,618: 25-50) —‘Hot Handle’ 








Town’ (M-G) and ‘Rich Man’ (M-G),’ 


winner at $6,000. Last week, ‘Giants’ 


Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 

Despite an excellent week-end, 
aided by perfect picture weather and 
lack of other competing attractions, 
biz here is generally slow with the 
exception of two de-luxers. Which 
seems to show, more than ever, that 
theatregoers are picking their pic- 
tures, 


Strongies are ‘The Sisters’ at the 
Boyd and ‘Can’t Take It With Yow’ 
at the Stanley, both doing fine under 


strong draft created by newspaper 
crix and word-of-mouth. 
garnering very profitable $17,500, 
while ‘Can’t’ is assured better than 
$19,000. Each will get another week. 

Pair of h.o.s are both doing verv 


‘Sisters’ 


little profit-making in the second 
week. This is no surprise with 
‘Drums’ at the Aldine, which, ex- 


cept for the Warner contract with 
UA, was not entitled to an additional 
lap after only $11,000 the opening 
sesh. Grabbing $8,000, n.s.g., in pres- 
ent term. ‘Certain Age’ at the Fox 
is sinking to a weak $10,500 on this 
gallop after fine $18,400 in opening 
turn. 

Earle, vaudfilmer, is taking a nose- 
dive on the present combo, ‘Breaking 
the Ice’ and Ted Lewis’s orch. Get- 
ting less than $19,000, which will 
leave very. little profit, if any. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,393; 42-57-68-75) 
—‘Drums’ (UA) (2d wk). Was weak 
in its opening turn at $11,000 and 
certainly not deserving of a second 
lap, except for fact that it is in 


UA’s own showcase. N.s.h. $8,000 
this week. 
Boyd (WB) (2,350: 37-57-68-75)— 


‘Sisters’ (WB). Striding along pow- 
erfully for better than $17,500 and 
easily winning a ticket for a second 
lap around. Last week ‘Antoinette’ 
(M-G) (3d wk), strong $11,100. 

Earle (WB) (2,758: 25-37-42-57-68) 
—‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and Ted 
Lewis’ orch. Dangerously near the 
no-profit zone with less than $19,000. 
Last week ‘Campus_ Confessions’ 
(Par) with Chick Webb band and 
Ella Fitzgerald in person, whopping 
$27,000. 

Fox (WB) (2,423: 37-57-68-75)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U) (2d wk). Clipped 
off powerful $18,400 in opening 
stanza; -but-with-its appeal to.a-com- 
paratively limited audience gone, 
sinking to below par at $10,500. 

Karlton (WB) (1,066: 37-42-57-68) 
—Garden Moon’ (WB) (2d run). 
Weakish $3,500. Last week ‘Hot 
Handle’ (M-G) (2d run), good $4.300. 

Keith’s (WB) (1,870; 37-42-57-68)— 
‘Room Service’ (RKO) (2d run). So- 
so handling by crix smacking this 
one down to poor $3,800. Last week 
‘Co-Ed’ (20th) (2d run), $3,700, very 
poor. 

Stanley (WB) (2,916; 37-57-68-75) 
—‘Can’t Take It’ (Col). Red hot, 
with nifty greetings from the news- 
paper 0.0.ers, at better than $19.000. 
Easily entitled to another lap. Last 
week ‘Stablemates’ (M-G), good 
$16,100. 

Stanton (WB) (1,457; 26-42-57)— 
‘Touchdown Army’ (Par). Despite 
the pigskin season, this one’s far 
from the goal line with poor $4,000, 
Last week ‘King Alcatraz’ (Par), 
slightly stronger at $4,400. 


‘TAKE IT’ GRABBING 
BIG 146 IN TORONTO 


Toronto, Oct. 18. 

Two h.o.s this week, but ‘You Can't 
Take It With You’ snaffles the 
shekels at $14,000. In —fer second 
week is ‘Boys Town,’ which will do 
$8,500 after that initial stanza of 
$13,100; and ‘That Certain Age.’ 
which will do $4,800 after first-week’s 
$7,500 take. 

Estimates for This Week 

Imperial (FP-Can) (3,373; 25-35- 

50)—‘Certain Age’ (2d wk.). Snar- 
me fair $4,800. Last week, $7,500, 
good. 
Loew’s (Loew) (2,611; 25-35-50)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d wk.), Good 
—_ Last week, $13,100, excel- 
ent. 

Shea’s (Fp-Can) (2,663, 25-40)— 
‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘City 
Streets’ (Col) good enough $4.500, 
Last week, ‘Co-ed’ (20th) and ‘Moto 
+--+ 20th>fate%4-4990—__—_—_—_—_——_ 


Tivoli (FP-Can) (1,433; 25-40)— 
‘Letter’ (U) and ’Gladiator’ (Col). 
Fair $3,500. Last week, ‘Alexan- 
der’ (20th) (2d run) and ‘Safety 
Numbers’ (20th), fair $3,400. 

Uptown (FP-Can) (2,761; 25-35-50) 
-—‘Can't Take It’ (Col). Town’s top- 
grosser at big $14,000. Last wees, 
‘My Lucky Star’ (20th), fair $8,400. 











$22,000. Last week, ‘Boys Town’ 
(M-G) (2d-final week), good $15,000. 

Paramount (4,126; 25-50) — ‘Can't 
Take It’ (Col). Swell $30,000. Last 
week, ‘Spawn’ (Par) and ‘Barefoot 
Boy’ (Mono) (2d-final week), good 
$17,000. ; 

Strand (2,870; 25-50) — ‘Actress 
(WB) and vaude featuring Howard 
and Shelton. Pleasant $11,000. Last 





(M-G) and March of Time. Fine 


week, ‘Lady Objects’ (Col) and 


vaude, good $11,000. 


But 
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| 
Chicago, Oct. 18. | 

General business throughout local 
show field has strengthened consid- | 
erably during the past few weeks, | 
with the undertone in all houses | 
prightening. Loop has veered over to | 
more exploitation and ballyhoo, led | 
by the drum-banging instituted at| 
the Woods by Herb Elisburg, and all 
houses have noted the increased in-| 
terest in shows. “ 

Leading the win column currently 
is the Palace, where Deanna Durbin 
is crowding the wickets in ‘That Cer- | 
tain Age.’ Will go three weeks on its 
opening session’s pace. Getting a gen- 
eral play that is filling the pews both 
afternoon and night. 

Holding over in the Chicago is 
‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ which 
built slightly towards end of initial 
gallop. Also holding for added weeks | 
is ‘Boys Town,” which has proved a 
sharp click in the United Artists. 
Getting solid word-of-mouth and 
looks for really big money. 

Garrick shifts into double feature 
horror session tomcrrow (Wednes- 
day) with ‘Dracula’ and ‘Franken- | 
stein,’ in competition with the hor- | 
ror set-up that has been banging ’em | 
into the next-door Woods. 

Bob Burns cracked the dailies with 
great notices for ‘Arkansas Traveler,’ 
but not getting femme shekels which 
had veered away from the house at | 
the start. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (B&K) (1,200; 35-55-65-75) 
—‘Straight, Place’ (20th) (2d week). 
Heading for good $6,000 currently 
after touching excellent $9,800 last 
week. 

Chicago (B&K) (4,000; 35-55-75)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) and stage show 
(2d week). Will manage okay $29,000 
currently, following solid $41,200 last 
week. 

Garrick (B&K) (900; 35-45-55-65) 
—‘Daughters’ (WB). Came in quickly | 
and will do $5,000, okay, fo, ¢sae- 
sion. Last week, ‘King’ Aitatraz’ 
(Par), fair $4,500. 

Palace (RKO) (2,500; 35-55-65-75) 
—Certain Age’ (U) and  vaude. | 
Packing ’em in for wow $27.000. Will 
stay three weeks at this pace. Last 
week, ‘Annabel’ (RKO) and vaude, 
nifty $16,700. 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 35-55-65- 
75)—Traveler’ (Par). Male play 
from start, but no femmes dipping 
gross to meek $9,000. Last week, | 
‘Giants’ (WB), meek $10,100. 

State-Lake (Jones) (2,700; 25-35- 
45-55)—Chaser’ (M-G) and vaude. 
Good week in prospect at $11,000. | 
Last week Hugh Herbert on stage 
zoomed take above original high | 
hopes and took down powerful $14,- | 
300 with ‘Army Girl’ (Rep). 

United Artists (B&K-UA) (1,700: | 
35-55-65-75 )}—"Boys Town’ (M-G) (2d 
week). Solid winner will garner) 
mighty $20,000 currently after grab- | 
bing terrific $29,200 last week. 


QUINTS-VAUDE 
NO BO, 126, DC. 


| 
Washington, Oct. 18. | 

Way up and way down this week, | 
with ‘Five of a Kind’ the big flop | 
and “That Certain Age’ the big wow. | 
Former in Capitol, Loew’s big vaude | 
spot, got plenty bally from_ Daily | 
News, which has exclusive Dionne 
photo rights in town, but started | 
slow and is going down. Deanna | 
Durbin pic got sock notices on pre- | 
view, opened equal to last easel 
pic and is building steadily. 

‘Too Hot to Handle’ has a very | 
slight edge over ‘I Am the Law’ and 
Jan Garber stage show. ‘Birth of a | 
Baby,’ which opened big at Rialto 
Auditorium, dropped sharply and 
will be yanked after two of expected 
three weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Capitol (Loew) (3,434; 25-35-40-66) 
—‘Five Kind’ (20th) and vaude. Big 


hath a al . 
datty—on-_quintuptets in Dat News, 








CINCY GOES BIG 


| the linking of revivals ‘Dracula’ and 
| ‘Frankenstein,’ which are racking up 


| of the draw. 


| Giants." 
Town’ is doing swell by the Capitol 
| in third week, after setting a five- 
| year house record for a second run. 


| will 
‘heading for okay $8,500. 





Tailor’ helped pull ‘Youth Fling’ (U) 
up to oke $7,000. 





Met (WB) (1,600; 25-40)—‘Can’t 
Take It’ (Col) (2d run). Third 
week on mainstem, including two | 


big stanzas at Earle, heading for big 
$8,500. Last week, ‘Daughters’ (WB) 


| (2d run), built to nice $5,200. 


Palace (Loew) (2,363; 35-55)—Hot 
Handle’ (M-G). Gable-Loy will | 
carry week to big $19,000. Last 
week, ‘Spawn’ (Par), light $12,000. | 

Rialto (Indie) (1,100; 35-55)— | 
‘Birth of Baby’ (Special) (2d week). | 
Holding after sharp drop to so-so 
$4,000. Last week fell abruptly to 
finish with disappointing $6,500. 





FOR HORRORS, 
RECORD 96 


Cincinnati, Oct. 18. 


Cinema trade by and large is on 
the upbeat currently, despite un- 
usually warm weather in first half. 
Tall till tinkler is ‘That Certain Age’ 
at the Palace. By contrast, the Al- 
bee is down under with ‘Straight, 
Place and Show.’ 

Surprise pull of the week is on 








| 
} 
| 
| 


| 


a six-year high mark for the Lyric. 
Double features are a rarity in this 
RKO burg, which accounts for some 
Advertising depart- 
ment rates rest of credit for good ex- 

ploitation. 
Keith’s is doing fair on a 
Of holdover predutt, ‘Boys 


Estimates for This Week 

Albee (RKO) (3,300; 35-42)— 
‘Straight, Place’ (20th). Poor $7,500; 
out after sixth day. Last week, 
‘Youth Fling’ (U), blah $7,500. 

Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 35-42)— 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G), second-run (2d 
wk.). Great $6,000, following socko 
$10,500 last week, which set a five- 
year record at this house for a sec- 
ond run, Pic got $19,000 in first week 
at Albee. 

Family (RKO) (1,000; 15-25)— 
‘Moto’ (20th), ‘Bar-20 Justice’ (Par), 
‘Campus Professor’ (Par), singly. 
Nice $2.200. Same last week with 
‘Kid’ (Rep) and ‘Limberlost’ (Mono), 
split. 

“aaa (RKO) (1,200; 25-40)—‘Hot 
Handle’ (M-G), third-run (2d wk.). 
Okay $2,500. Last week, swell $3,800. 





Keith’s (Libson) (1,500: 35-42)— 
‘Giants’ (WB). Fair $4,000. Last 
week, ‘Am Law’ (Col), excellent 
$6.500. 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 35-42)— 
‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U), (reissues). Smashing six-year 


record for this stand with wham 
$9,000. Will probably hold. Last 
week, ‘Always Trouble’ (20th) and 


‘Booloo’ (Par), combo, very sad 
$2.700. 

Palace (RKO) (2,600: 35-42)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U), eight days. Best 


Durbin grosser locally to date. Very 
good $16,000. Last week, ‘Room 
ervice’. (RKO), sorry $8,500. 

Shubert (RKO) (2,150; 35-40-55)—" 
‘Can't Take It’ (Col) (3d wk.). Hold- 
ing up in remarkable fashion for 
hefty $9,000. Last week (2d), big 
$12,000. 


Deanna, $8,500, ‘Star, 
$5,500, Best in Mont’l 


Montreal, Oct. 18. 
‘That Certain Age’ at the Palace 
take most money this week, 
Next to 











this new Deanna Durbin, will be the 
Capitol with nice $5,500 on ‘My 





First Runs on Broadway 


(Subject to Change) 
Week of Oct. 20 





Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 
(MG) (10th wk). 
Capitel—‘Stablemates’ (MG). 


(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 5) 

Criterion — ‘Girls on Proba- 
tion’ (WB). 

Globe — ‘Dark Rapture’ (U) 
(3d wk). 

Music Hall—‘Mad Miss Man- 


Warm Weather Helps B'way; Suez a 
Sock $65,000, ‘Goes My Heart’ 806, 
‘Sisters -Heidt 456, Freddie P.A., 326 





Abnormal warm weather over the | 





ton’ (RKO). 
(Reviewed in Variety, Oct. 12) 
Paramount—‘If I Were King’ 
(Par) (4th wk). 
Rivoli — ‘Service De Luxe’ 


weekend and Monday (17), when 
hottest day on record in New York 
was hit, 87 degrees, aided business ! 
at the downtown film box offices 





(U) (22). 
(Reviewed. in Current Issue) 
Roxy— Suez’ (20th) (2d wk). 


| 
Strand — ‘The Sisters’ (WB) 
(2d wk). 
Week of Oct. 27 } 

Astor — ‘Marie Antoinette’ 


(MG) (11th wk). 

Capitol — ‘Stablemates’ 
(2d wk). 

Criterion—‘Touchdown Army’ 
(Par) (26). 

Globe—'Mr. Wong, Detective’ 
(Mono). 

Music 
(UA). 

Paramount—‘Men with Wings’ 
(Par) (26). 


(MG ) 


Hall—‘Trade Winds’ 


Rivoli — ‘Service -De Luxe’ 
(U) (2d wk). 
Roxy—‘Suez’ (20th) (3d wk.). 


Strand — ‘The Sisters’ (WB) 
(3d .wk). 











$6,000. Last week, 
and vaude, $6,500, fair. 

Princess (CT) (2,300; 25-34-50) — | 
‘Am Law’ (Col) and ‘City Streets’ | 
(Col) (2d wk). First week picked | 
up nice $4,500. Won’t see above 
$3,500 currenily. 

Orpheum (Ind) (1,100; 25-40-50)— 
‘Goes My Heart’ (UA). This is get- | 
ting good play and looks headed for 
$3,000. Last week, ‘Breaking Ice’ 
(RKO) and ‘Fugitives’ (RKO), fair 
$2,000. 

Cinema de Paris (France-Film) 
(600; 35-50)—“Nuits de Princes’ (2d 
wk). Poor $1,000 after so-so $1,200 
last week, 

St. weMms CFTANCE-Film) (2.300: 20- 
34j)—‘Le Mariage de Verena’ and 
‘Mademoiselle Ma Mere,’ dual. Bet- 
ter than average films may garner 
fairly good $3,500. Last week, 
‘L’Etrange M. Victor’ and ‘Didin des 
Martigues,” only fair $3,000. 


Spitalny Sending 
Moon to High 
$12,500 in Indpls, 


Indianapolis, Oct. 18. 

Phil Spitalny and his femme or- 
chestra on the stage, linked with 
‘Garden of the Moon,’ knocking off a 
healthy gross at the vaudfilm Lyric 
to pace the first-run houses in a 
week that’s generally above average 
for all spots here. ‘That Certain Age,’ 
dualed with ‘Freshman Year’ at the 
Circle, is tops among the straight 
film palaces with the best take in 
many weeks. Revival of ‘Dracula’ 
and ‘Frankenstein’ on a double bill 
is jamming the smaller Apollo with 
horror fans to double the recent | 
average gross for thé theatre: Loew’s- 
with ‘You Can’t Take It With You’ 
in its holdover session, is faring 
nicely enough. 

Prevailing summer weather with 
mercury far above normal sent thou- 
sands of motorists out of the city 
over the weekend, but plenty of na- 
tives remained at home to fill down- 
town theatres to near-capacity. 

Estimates for This Week 

Apollo (Katz-Dolle) (1,100; 25-30- 
40)—‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Franken- | 
stein’ (U) (reissue)... A marvelous 
shot in the arm for business at this 


‘Sailor’ (Par)! 











| more people on Monday than it had 


| Heidt’s band, 
| State’s big draw is the combined per- 


;omew and 





recently dormant house and gross 
will be best in a year at $6,500, very | 
good. Last week, move-over session | 








but with no help from stage, it is 
wallowing toward very poor $12,000. | 
Last week, ‘Straight, Place’ (20th), 
poor $14,500. 

Columbia (Loew) (1,243; 25-40)— 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) (2d run). Seec- 
ond week downtown should get ade- 
quate $3,500. Last week, ‘Antoinette’ 
(M-G) (2d run), slipped in fourth 
downtown week_to still good $4.200. 
‘ Earle (WB) (2,216: 25-35-40-66 )— 
Am Law’ (Col) and vaude. Jan 
Garber orch heiping to nice $18,000. 
Last week, ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (2d 
week), built to lead everything in 
town with big $18,300. 

: Keith’s (RKO) (1,830: 35-55)— 
Certain Age’ (U). Best Durbin pull 
to date and should hit swell $16,000. 
Last week, bally on new March of 
Time and Disney's ‘Brave Little 


| (20th). 


borcley Sta Balance is so-so 
Estimates for This Week 

His Majesty’s (CT) (1,600; 50c- 
$2.50: $1.50) Mordkin Ballet. Oct. | 
18-19-20 nights and mat. Advance | 
indicates $3,500, good. Last week, | 
‘Damaged Goods’ (Ind), surprisingly | 
good $4,500. | 
Palace (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55) —| 
‘Certain Age’ (U). This will easily 


_top everything in town and is head- | 


ing for good $8,500. Last week, sec- | 
ond, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), slipped to 
$5,000. 

Capitol (CT) (2,700; 25-45-55) — 
‘Lucky Star’ (20th) and ‘Speed Burn’ 
Should gross good $5,500 
Last week, ‘Spawn’ (Par), not so hot 
at $4,500 

Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 25-34-40) — 
‘Sky Giant’ (RKO) and vaude. Slip-| 


,ping some, but should break even at: 


| féssions (Par); passabte 


| stage. 


of ‘Sinners’ (Par) and ‘Campus Con- 


Cirele (Katz-Dolle) (2,800; 25-30- | 
40)—‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Fresh- 
man Year’ (U). Deanna Durbin pic- 
ture is a wow at $10,000. Last week, | 
‘Room Service’ (RKO) and ‘Smash- | 


| ing Rackets’ (RKO), $5,500, so-so. | 


Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,400: 25-30-40) 


| —‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (2d week). | 


On profit side comfortably. at $6,500. ; 
Same picture did socko $11,400 last 
week, first. 
Lyric (Olson) (1.900: - 25-30-40)— | 
‘Garden Moon’ (WB) and Phil Spi- | 
talny ‘Hour of Charm’ girl orch on 
Latter given all the billing 
in ads and campaign centered on 
band, with results dandy at $12,500. | 
Last weék, ‘Moto’ (20th) and Ozzie | 
Nelson band with Harriet Hilliard, | 
finished with, $12,200, plenty, okay. 


— + over-$415,068— 


| on holdover 


rather than hurt it, with result in 
many instances Sunday was better 
than Saturday. On Monday (17), the 
balminess brought out large crowds 
and matinees were excellent. At the 
Roxy, up to 6 p. m., ‘Suez’ attracted | 


the opening day. Friday (14). 

‘Suez’ is the town’s big winner and 
away from the barrier stronger than | 
any picture here, excepting ‘Alex- 
ander’s Ragtime Band,’ roaring to a 
possible $65,000 on its first week. It | 
starts the second stanza Friday (21) | 
and will in all probability go a third 
week. Twentieth-Fox and the Roxy 
put on one of the biggest campaigns 
of its careers for the spectacle. 


Topnotch business is also being |! 
scored at the Strand and State. | 
| Former, with ‘Sisters’ and Horace | 


should hit $45,000 or 
more, very big, and also holds. 
sonal appearance of Freddie Barthol- 
‘Boys Town.’ House | 
looks to hit around $32,000, one of 
best weeks this year. 

Paramount unusually potent on 
its third week of ‘If I Were King’ | 
and the Tommy Dorsey-Connie Bos- | 
well combination at a little over | 
$45,000, with show starting a fourth | 
week today (Wed.). Because of its 
change day, the third week included | 
Columbus Day (12). 

Very nice business is being chalked 
up by the Globe on its second week 
of ‘Dark Rapture,’ gate looking 
$10,000, and another smaller house, 
Rialto, is jumping leagues ahead of 
its average with a couple oldie 
shockers, ‘Dracula’ and ‘Franken- 
stein. Arthur Mayer brought the 
hrace of reissues in Mandav_morn- 
ing. (17). sua ground areund me 
clock, doing $2,003 on the day. This 
should mean in vicinity of $12,000 
on the week, sensational. 

‘There Goes My Heart’ is a bit 
under hopes at the Music Hall but 
on the one week it remains here will 
be satisfactory profit at $80,000. 
‘Mad Miss Manton’ opens tomorrow 
(Thurs.). A first run that is exceed- 
ingly disappointing is ‘Youth Takes 
Fling’ at the Rivoli, which gets only 
one week and will be this side of 
$10,000. ‘Service de Luxe’ opens Sat- 
urday (22). 

‘Broadway Musketeers’ is under 
hopes at the Criterion, probably $6,- 
500, but not nearly as weak as some 
recent ‘B’ first runs here. Capitol is 
on its third (final) week of ‘Too 
Hot to Handle,’ maybe $15,000, okay. 
‘Stablemates’ is due here tomorrow 
(Thurs. ). 

Estimates for This Week 

Astor (1,012; 55-$1.10-$1.65-$2.20 )— 
‘Antoinette’ (M-G) (10th week). 
Closing imminent as gross last week 
(9th), dipped to $8,100. 

Capitol (4,520; 25-35-55-85-$1.25 )— 
‘Too Hot to Handle’ (M-G) (3d-final 
week). Possibly $15,000 on final (3d) 
lap, satisfactory, after scoring $28,000 
last week (2d) and $43,500 the first 
seven days. On the 21-day run, an 
excellent money-maker. 

Criterion (1,662; 25-40-55 )—‘Broad- 

way Musketeers’ (WB). Nota badie 
but also not much of a goodie at 
about $6,500. Last week, ‘King of 
Alcatraz’ (Par) hit over $11,000, ex- 
cellent. 
“Globe (1/274; 25-40-55)—_Dark-Rap- 
ture’ (U) (2d week). Adventure 
item soared to biggest business here 
in two years on its first seven days, 
getting $14,300, and on the holdover 
is very sturdy at around $10,000. 
Goes a third stanza. 

Palace (1,700; 25-35-55)—‘Carefree’ 
(RKO) (2d run) and ‘Affairs of 
Annabel’ (RKO) (list run), doubled. 
Business possibilities point to fair 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Lucky Star’ (20th) 
(2d run) and ‘Time Out for Murder’ 
(20th) (ist run) got $7,500. 

Paramount (3,664; 25-35-55-85-99) 
—If I Were King’ (Par) and, in pit, 
Tommy Dorsey orchestra and Connie | 
Boswell (4th-final week). Ended | 
third lap last night (Tues.) at shade 





| second for 





trermendous,-after- 

ond week of $56,000 and first of 
$67,000, biggest money-making show 
since policy started more than two | 
years ago. 

Radio City Music Hat! (5,980; 40-. 
60-84-99-$1.65)—"There Goes My 
Heart’ (UA) and stage show. Gets 
only one week at pace of $80,000 but | 
okay profit.at this figure. Last week 
the same figure, $80,000, was scored 
(2d) week of ‘Drums’ 
(UA). ‘Mad Miss Manton’ (RKO) 
opens tomorrow (Thurs. ). 

Rialto (750; 25-40-55)—‘Dracula’ | 
(U) and ‘Frankenstein’ (U), reissues, 
dualed, opened Monday morning 
(17) and, on grind around the clock 
first day, scoréd $2,003, sensational; 
week may be around $12,000 if open- | 
ing pace ig ,maintained. 


| ‘Moto’ (20th). 
_ be a good draw locally. Pointing to 


| Average for week 


In ahead, | 


‘Last Express’ (U), got $6,800, all 
right. 

Rivoli (2,092; 25-40-55-85 )—‘Youth 
Takes Fling’ (U). Will be under 
$10,000, disappointing, and out after 
one week, with ‘Service de Luxe’ 
(U) coming in Saturday morning 
(22). ‘Room Service’ (RKO) was held 
three days on a fourth week, get- 
ting $2,800. 

Roxy (5,836; 25-40-55-75)—‘Suez’ 
(20th) and stage show. Here’s an- 
other strapping money-maker for the 
Roxy and 20th-Fox, being exceeded 
only by ‘Alex’ (20th) in its b. o. pull; 
away from gun very strongly, first 
week will be close to $65,000, im- 
mense. Effective ad campaign, in- 


| cluding heavy advance, credited with 
| importantly aiding at b. o. Last week, 


‘Straight, Place, Show 
(20th), $34,000, some profit. 

Strand (2,767; 25-55-75)—‘Sisters’ 
(WB) and Horace Heidt orchestra. 
Things are humming here this week, 
with powerful play for double-bar- 
reled b. 0. show kiting gross to $45.,- 
000 or more, best under policy and 
ranking with few top money-getters 
of old straight fiba days when morn- 
ing scale was 44c. Holds over sec- 
ond and probably third week. Last 
week, ‘Secrets of Actress’ (WB) and 
Johnny Messner band, $21,000, dis- 
appointing. 

State (3,450; 35-55-75 )}—‘Boys Town’ 
(M-G) (2d run) and vaude headed 
by Freddie Bartholomew. Plenty of 
draught with this show and probably 
$32,000, very big. Last week, ‘I Am 
Law’ (Col). (2d run) and Clyde Mc- 
Coy band, near to $24,000, good. 
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$3,700 IN L'VILLE 


rere 


Louisville, Oct. 18. 


‘The Sisters,’ at the Mary Ander- 
son, and ‘Stablemates,’ at Loew’s 
State, are the bright numbers this 
week. ‘Straight, Place and Show’ 
at the Rialto on dual bill is taking 
good money, and h.o.’s at the Strand 
and Brown going along at pretty 
good clip. However, night high- 
school football games and pro game 
on Sunday afternoon are luring ’em 
from pic houses. Unusually warm 
weather for this time of year also 
hurting. 

Strand bill in for only four days, 
due to three-day conclave of state 
Masonic lodges (18-20). Grand 
Lodge of Kentucky owns building 
and has clause in lease whereby the- 
atre is to be turned over to them 
for their annual- meeting. 

Estimates for This Week 

Brown (Loew’s-Fourth Ave.) 
(1,000; 15-30-40) — ‘Can’t Take It’ 
(Col). Moved over from Loew’s 
State and will garner okay $2,100. 
Last week, ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G), 
moderate $2,000. 

Kentucky (Switow) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Letter’ (U) and ‘Tough Guy’ (U). 
Combo set for full seven-day stanza 
and pacing for okay $2,200. Last 
week, ‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO) and 
‘From City’ (RKO), split with ‘Fare- 
well Arms’ (Par) and ‘Texans’ (Par), 
fair $1,800. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s) (3,100; 15- 
30-40) — ‘Stablemates’ (M-G) and 
‘Vacation Love’ (M-G). Beery- 
Rooney potent combo and pulling in 
the--shekels:---Bitt-looks- te 


" eonelude | 
with okay $7,500. Last week, ‘Can’t 


Take It’ (Col), wound up with okay 
$7,000 and moveover to Brown. 

Mary Anderson (Libson) (1,000; 
15-30-40 )—‘Sisters’ (WB). Got fine 
notices and should click off excellent 
$3,700. Last week, ‘Garden Moon’ 
(WB), fair enough $2,800. 

Ohio (Settos) (900; 15) — ‘Hoosier 
Schoolboy’ (Mono) and ‘Hollywood 
Hotel’ (WB), split with ‘52nd Street’ 
(UA) and ‘Behind Headlines’ (RKO). 
Mickey Rooney pic played up in the 
ads, with prominent mention of his 
recent ‘Stablemates’ and ‘Boys 
Town.’ This may be misleading to 
some patrons, but should grab some 
additional -biz. Will wind up with 


, D-1" (WB) and ‘Love After’ (WB), 


split with ‘Man Found’ (RKO) and 
‘Nothing Sacred’ (UA), so-so $1,100. 

Rialte (Fourth Ave.) (3,000: 15-30- 
40)—Straight, Place’ (20th) and 
Ritz Bros. continue to 


okay $6,500. Last week, ‘Certain Age’ 
(U) and ‘Freshman Year’ (U), pulled 


| swell $11,000. and moved to Strand 


for four days. 
Strand (Fourth Ave.) (1,400; 15-30- 


| 40)—‘Certain Age’ (U) and ‘Fresh- 


man Year’ (U). Lined up for four- 


| day showing, balance of week 


taken over by Masonic Grand Lodge 
conclave. Should grab okay $2,400. 
is $3,500. Last 
week, ‘Youth Fling’ (U) and ‘Reno’ 
(YU), mild $2,900.. ‘ 
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Downey Hypoes ‘Fugitives’ to $15,000 
in Frisco; Sinners Snappy $20,000 


7% 
= 


San Francisco, Oct. 18. 
‘Sing You Sinners,’ Bing Crosby 
filmer, striking a happy note at the 
big Fox, where biz is plenty sweet 
this week. Fred MacMurray, co- 
starred in ‘Sinners,’ also is quite a 
favorite 


marquee names. 


Morton Downey is making a p.a. | 


at the Golden Gate and biz is a 


ture, is at the Paramount, 

takings are about average. All of 

the other houses have hold-overs. 
Estimates for This Week 


Fox (F-WC) (5,000; 35-55-75)— | 
‘Sinners’ (Par) and _ ‘Probation’ 
(WB). Crosby a big favorite here 


and his return to the air after a pro- 
longed summer lay-off also takes 
place this week. Extra radio plugs 
should help considerably. Fox looks 
for tuneful $20,000. Last week, (2nd), 
‘Boys Town’ (M-G) and ‘Vacation 
Love’ (M-G), great $18,000. 


Golden Gate (RKO) (2,850; 35-55) | 


—'Fugitives Night’ (RKO) = and 
vaude. Morton Downey and a jitter- 
bug contest round out excellent bill, 
which is getting a good play in the 
nabe of $15,000. Last week (2nd), 
‘Room Service’ (RKO), $11,000, fair. 

Orpheum (F&M) (2,440; 35-55)— 
‘Dracula’ (U) and ‘Frankenstein’ 
(U) (2nd wk.). Biz is off consider- 
ably, falling off to around $7,000. 
First week had to call out the cops 
to keep them in line at $15,500. 

Paramount (F-WC) (2,740; 35-55- 
75)—Five Kind’ (20th) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th). Quint picture drawing only 
average $12,000. Last week (2nd), 
‘Straight, Place’ and ‘Broadway 
Musketeers’ (WB), fair $7,000. 

St. Francis (F-WC) (1,470; 35-55- 
75)—‘Boys Town’ (M-G) and Vaca- 
tion Love’ (M-G) (3d wk). Pair did 
sensationally big biz at the Fox, 
where they played two weeks. Hold- 
over stanza at the small St. Francis 
will easily get $9,000, big. Last 
week (3rd), ‘Hot Handle’ (M-G), 
strong $6,500. 

United Artists (Cohen) (1,200; 35- 
§5-65)—Drums’ (UA) (4th wk). May 
hold for two more weeks, Current 
stint doing around $5,500. Last week 


(3rd), got plenty of attention at 
$8,000. 
Warfield (F-WC) (2,680; 35-55-75) 


— ‘Garden Moon’ (WB) and ‘Campus 


Confessions’ (Par) (2nd wk), Will 
be lucky to get $7,000, poor. Hank 
Luisetti, basketball star, is being 


billed for all he’s worth in ‘Campus 
Confessions. Last week duo got 
dullish $12,000. 


Durbin’s ‘Age’ Good 
$4,300 Leads Lincoln 


Lincoln, Oct. 18. 

Town high-lighted by the good biz 
being given ‘That Certain Age’ at 
the Stuart. Lincoln is taking eight 
days with dual, ‘Four’s a Crowd’ and 
‘Romance of the Limberlost,’ while 
‘Algiers,’ replacing ‘Four Daughters’ 
at the Varsity, is doing all right. 

Business has taken an unusually 
rosy complexion, three h.o. pics so 
far this month despite that this is 
hottest October on record. This is 
coupled with the recent ante in 
prices at some boxoffices as much as 
100%. ‘Boys Town,’ after setting a 
fine record of $7,500 at the Stuart, is 
going good at the Orpheum. 

Estimates for This Week 

Kiva (NTI-Noble) (440; 10-15-25- 
40)—‘Daughters’ (FN). Moved here 
from the Varsity after two weeks, 
and aiming for $800, good. 

Liberty (LTC-Cooper) (1,200; 10- 
15)—‘Kentucky Home’ (Indie) and 
‘King Arena’ (U), split with ‘Crime 
Ring’ (RKO) and ‘Chase Yourself’ 





(RKO). House is doing better also, 
Possibly $1,000. Last week, ‘Secre- 
tary’ (U) and ‘Fighting Champ’ 


(Mono), split with ‘Marines’ (Mono) 


and ‘King Kong’ (RKO), $1,100, ex- | 


cellent. 

Lincoln (LTC-Cooper) (1,600; 10- 
25-35)—‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) and 
Limberlost’ (Mono). In for eight 
days; good $3,000. Last week, ‘Shop- 
worn Angel’ (M-G) split with “Toy 
Wife’ (M-G). Latter so bad, was 
pulled after the second day. Combo 
wound up poor $1,900 in six days. 

Orpheum (LTC-Cooper) (1,350; 10- 
25-40)—‘Boys Town’ (M-G). After 
record breaking week at Stuart. 
Heading for $2,700, good. Last week, 
ower’ (20th), $800 in five days, 


Stuart (LTC-Cooper) (1,900; 10-25- 
0)\—Certain Age’ (U). Will do 
faney $4,300. Last week, ‘Boys Town’ 
(M-G), set record $7,500. 
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‘ 


here and his presence in|! 


the cast gives the picture two good | dewrn’s 


Varsity (NTI-Noble) (1,100; 10-25- | 


40)—Algiers’ (UA). Will get around 

000, very good. Last week, second 
stretch for ‘Daughters’ (FN), $2,300, 
unexpectedly good. 


| 35-40-55 )—Stablemates’ 





DIONNES’ AT $3,000, 





Baltimore, Oct. 18. 
‘That Certain Age’ is setting the! 
pace at Keith’s in rousing 
fashion, and ‘Stablemates,’ plus stage | 
flash, is placing a close second at 


| Loew’s Century, Combo bill at the| 
couple of grand better than usual. | 


‘Five of a Kind,’ the new quint pic- | 
where | 


Hipp, featuring ‘Mad Miss Manton,’ | 

up near the leaders. Rest of town 

way down. } 
Estimates for This Week 


Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 15-25- 
(M-G) plus 
new musical stage flash headed by 
Artega. Holding steady pace to okay 
$12,000. Last week, ‘Hot Handle’ 
(MG), led town with bullish $15,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,205; 
15-25-35-40-55-66) — ‘Miss Manton’ 
(RKO) plus vaude, headed by Tim 
and Irene. Going along in fairish 
style to $11,000. Last week, second 
of ‘Can’t Take It’ (Col), got strong 
nighttime play to satisfactory $13,800 | 
after booming $16,400 in first lap. 

Keith’s (Schanberger) (8,460; 15- 
25-35-40-55) — ‘Certain Age’ (U). 
Leading town with healthy $12,500, 
biggest here in weeks and sure bet 
for h.o. Last week, ‘Youth Fling’ (U), 
mild $4,900. 

New (Mechanic) (1,558; 15-25-35- 
55)—‘Five of Kind’ (20th). Quints 
getting some slight daytime draught 
to possible $3,000, poor, Last week, 


‘Straight, Place’ (20th), sluggish 
$3,200. 
Stanley (WB) (3,250; 15-25-35-40- 





55)-—'Garden Moon’ (WB). Not do- 
ing much at $5,000. Last week, | 
‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB), fair $6,600, 


Plenty Horror 
In Det.; Durbin, 
Vaude Big 306 


Detroit, Oct, 18, 
‘That Certain Age,’ plus stage 
show, is pushing eustomers through 
Fox turnstiles at fastest pace in some 
weeks, 
After a smash ‘Horror Week’ last 
sesh at the Palms-State, town has 


two thrill duals eurrently, State 
holding its ‘Dracula’ and ‘Franken- 











stein’ combo, while Adams jumped | 


into swim with lineup of ‘The Ghoul’ 
and ‘King Kong.’ 
Estimates for This Week 

Adams (Balaban) (1,700; 30-40)— 
‘The Ghoul’ (Indie) and ‘King Kong’ 
(RKO) (reissue), Horrors session 
looks for $4,500, okay but not start- 
ling. Last week, around $4,200 for 
‘Mr. Wong’ (Mono) and ‘Hoosier 
Schoolboy’ (Mono). 

Fox (Indie) (5,000; 30-40-65)— 
‘Certain Age’ (U) plus vaude. Get- 
ting best play house has had in sev- 
eral weeks, at nifty $30,000. Last 
week profitable but disappointing 
$20,000 for ‘Five of Kind’ (20th) 
world preem plus Phil Spitalny orch. 

Michigan (United Detroit) (4,000; | 
30-40-65 )—‘Sisters’ (WB) and ‘Broad- | 
way Musketeers’ (FN), Paced for 
around $10,500, okay. Last week, 
‘Algiers’ (UA) plus ‘Touchdown 
Army’ (Par), good $14,000. 

Palms-State (United Detroit) 
(3,000; 30-40-50)—‘Dracula’ (U) and 
‘Frankenstein’ (U) (reissues) (2d 


| School’ 
| but not up to expectations. 
iweek, second frame of ‘Boys Town’ 





wk). After clipping off smash $9,400 
last week, horror films figure to get | 
okay $4,700 currently. 

United Artists ‘(United Detroit) 
(2,000; 30-40-50) — ‘Hot Handle’, 
(M-G) (2d wk). Should garner about 
$7,500 on second session following 
nice $11,200 opening stanza. 


‘4 DAUGHTERS’ WORTH 
$22,000 IN BUFFALO 


Buffalo, Oct. 18. | 
Grosses are showing substantiaily 
increased figures for current stanza, 
despite unseasonal warm weather. 
Buffalo and Lafayette are still soar- 
ing in the top brackets, with the) 
other downtown houses strong and 
above average takings. 
Estimates for This Week 
Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 30-35-55)— 
‘Daughters’ (WB). Due for another | 
top gross of around $22,000. Last 








week, ‘Boys Town’ (M-G), swell | 
$22,000. - 
Century (Shea) (3,000: 25-35) — 


‘Straight, Place’ (20th) and ‘Murder’ 


(20th). - Business up here. Looks. 
like excellent $8,000. Last week. 
‘Touchdown Army’ (Par) end! 


from all of midwest. 


| house. 


‘Smashing Rackets’ (RKO), good 
7,000. 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,000; 30-50) 
—Drums’ (UA). Fair $8,000. Last 
week, ‘Algiers’ (UA), not so forte 


at $7,500. 

Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 25-40)—‘Boys 
Town’ (M-G) (2d run), Indications 
point to good holdover gross of 
$8,000. Last week, ‘Four’s Crowd’ 
(WB) and ‘Jones Family’ (20th), 
Okay $7,300. 








Traveller’ (Par). 


Lafayette (Ind.) (3,300; 25-35) —| Returns the house to single features 
and making a good showing at $6,800. 


‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (3rd wk). Top 
admission dropped from 50c to 35c. 
for third stanza. Looks like fine 


down 


Last week, ‘Giants’ (WB) and “Touch- 
Army’ (Par), _ satisfactory 


$10,000. Last week, second, excellent | $5,700. 


at nearly $14,000. 





COLMAN $20,000, 
MARXES NEAT 
27466, HUB 


Boston, Oct. 18. 

‘If I Were King’ and ‘Room Serv- 
ice’ are running neck-and-neck for 
very good tallies. “Too Hot to Han- 
dle’ is good, but below par for 
Gable-Loy films. 
er’ shapes up okay on dual bill. 

Film biz benefited noticeably on 
holiday (12) and extra crowds 


brought in by weekend football. 
Most film stands anticipate a slump 
for balance of the week, however, 
on theory that bulk of the trading 
was done Friday, Saturday and Sun- 
day. 

‘Boys Town’ had a smash second 
stanza last week at two Loew 


‘Arkansas Travel- | 





houses and would have been held 

over for a third week had not 

houses been behind on bookings. 
Estimates for This Week 

Fenway (M&P) (1,332; 35-35-40- | 
55)—‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) and 
‘Wong, Detective’ (Mono), dual. Get- 
ting good share of nabe trade, around 
$8,000. Last week ‘Daughters’ (WB) | 
and ‘Confessions’ (Par) (2d run), ! 
good $8,000. 

Keith Memorial (RKO) (2,907; 25- | 
35-40-55) —‘Room Service’ (RKO) 
and ‘Reno’ (U), eight days. Drawing 
nifty biz, around $22,500, and aiming 
at holdover. Last week ‘Co-Ed’ 
(20th) and ‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO), | 
six days, seedy $12,000. 

Metropolitan (M&P) (4,367; 25-35- 
40-55)—If King’ (Par) and ‘Moto’ 
(20th). Will ring up about $20,000, 


| very good. Slated for holdover, Last 
| week ‘Straight, 
| ‘Musketeers’ (WB), pallid $16,000. 


Place’ (20th) and 

Orpheum (Loew) (2,900; 25-35-40- 
55)—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Girls’ 
(Col). Okay $16,000 pace, 


Last 


(M-G) and ‘Lady Objects’ (Col), 
whammo $22,500. 

Paramount (M&P) (1,797; 25-35- 
40-55)—‘Arkansas Traveler’ (Par) | 


and ‘Wong, Detective’ (Mono). Sat- 
isfactory $9,500. Last week ‘Daugh- 
ters’ (WB) and ‘Confessions’ (Par) 
(2d run), pleasing $10,500. 

Scollay (M&P) (2,538; 25-35-40-50) 
—‘Daughters’ (WB) and ‘Confessions’ 
(Par) (3d run). Tepid $5,000. Last 
week ‘Four’s Crowd’ (WB) (3d 
run) and ‘Giants’ (WB) (2d run), 
medium $5,300. 

State (Loew) (3,600; 25-35-40-55) 
—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) and ‘Girl’s 
School’ (Col). Adequate $12,500. 
Last week ‘Boys Town’ (M-G) and 
‘Lady Objects’ (Col), second week, 
big $18,000. 


Heat, Outdoors Dent 
K. C.; ‘Annabe’-Tucker 
Orch Good $12,000 


Kansas City, Oct. 18. 
American Royal livestock show 
grabs the local spotlight for the 
week, but is probably helping the- 
atres as much as competing with 
them as show is drawing visitors 








Best biz is being garnered by 
Tower with Orrin Tucker and orch 
on stage and by ‘That Certain Age’ 
playing day and date in Uptown and 
Esquire. Newman is likewise enjoy- 


Orpheum (RKO) (1,500; 10-25-40) 
—‘Breaking Ice’ (RKO) and ‘Man to 
Remember’ (RKO) with March of 
Time. Topping average at $5,000. 
Last week, ‘Garden Moon’ (FN) and 
‘Actress’ (FN), fairish $4,300. 

Tower (Fox-Midwest) (2,043; 10- 
25-35-55) — ‘Annabel’ (RKO) and 
Orrin Tucker’s orch on stage. Tucker 
crew reason for draw, but film also 
aiding cause; good $12,000. Last week, 
‘Secretary’ (U) with Glen Gray’s 
Casa Loma orch, good $12,500. 

Uptown (Fox-Midwest) (1,200; 10- 
25-40)—‘Certain Age’ (U). Going it 
solo to cheery $4,800. At this rate 
stands good chance of holdover both 
here and at Esquire. Last week, 
‘Straight, Place’ (20th), showed more 
strength here than at Esquire, Aver- 
age $3,000. 


Cleve. Holds Up 
In Heat; Morris, 
Giants Big 17146 


Cleveland, Oct. 18. 
For a welcome change, all cur- 








| rent grosses are flashing above ordi- 
| nary marks. 


Disregarding summer 
heat, ‘Valley of Giants’ and stage- 
screen presence of Wayne Morris are 
spinning Palace’s wickets for big 
$17,500. House is dropping vaude 
for a couple of weeks, nevertheless, 
due to scarcity of high-powered 
stage attractions. 

‘That Certain Age’ also big at 
Hipp. Third best biz being done by 
‘Arkansas Traveler’ at State, which 
is cutting run to six days for shift 
to Thursday openings up to Thanks- 
giving. 

Estimates for This Week 

Alhambra (Printz) (1,200; 10-20- 
35)—Higgins Family’ (Rep) and 
‘Convicted’ (Col). First of Gleason 
family series drew good notices, 
pushing dual to $3,800, very satisfy- 
ing. Last week, ‘Freshman Year’ 
(U) and ‘Painted Desert’ (RKO), 
okay $1,900 in four days. 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Can’t Take It’ (Col). As move- 


| over from Hipp, after two wowing | 


stanzas, galloping up to fine $7,500. 
| Last week, ‘Lady Objects’ (Col), on 
| four-day fill-in, mild $2,500. ‘Gladi- 
ator’ (Col) for three days, $1,500, so- 


so. 

Circle (Marmorstein) (1,900; 15-35) 
—‘Green Light’ (WB) and ‘39 Steps’ 
(GB) (dual). Revivals nicely geared 
for $2,100. Last week, ‘Barefoot Boy’ 
(Mono) and ‘Meet Girls,’ dualed 
firsts, died after two days, $600. 

Hipp (Warner) (3,700; 30-35-42-55) 
—‘Certain Age’ (U). One of Dur- 
bin’s best, with quick start looking 
like profitable $15,000, or even better. 
Last week, second, ‘Can’t Take It’ 
(Col), gave spot $11,000, stronger 





than many first-runners. 
Palace (RKO) (3,200; 30-35-42-55) 


| —‘Giants’ (WB) with Wayne Morris, 





ing returns on Bob Burns’ latest. 
‘Arkansas Traveller,’ which marks 
the return to single features in this | 

Unseasonal warm weather 
tinues drawing complaints 
managers. 

Estimates for This Week 

Esquire (Fox-Midwest) (820; 10- | 
25-40)—Certain Age’ (U). Playing 
solo to strongest biz since holdover | 
week of ‘Alexander,’ which opened | 
this house couple of months ago;| 
$4,500. Last week, ‘Straight, Place’ | 
(20th), light $2,800. 

Midland (Loew’s) (3,573; 10-25-40) | 
—Drums’ (UA) and ‘Juvenile Court’ | 
(Col). Bill doing nicely at $10,000, | 
but under standard of past several 
weeks here. Last week, ‘Stablemates’ 
(M-G) and ‘Vacation Love’ (M-G), 
excellent $13,200. 

Newman (Paramount) (1,900; 10-' 


con- 
from | 


| Slate Bros. and Johnny (Scat) Da- 


vis topping vaude. Swell buildup 
for blond Warner player, with mar- 
quee power worth big $17,500. Last 
week, ‘Youth Fling’ (Col) plus Duke 
Ellington stage unit, good $14,000. 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 30-35-42-55) 
—Arkansas Traveler’ (Par). Light 
comedy, but Bob Burns has good 
following here; nice $14,000. Last 


week, ‘Stablemates’ (M-G), big 
$17,500. 

Stillman (Loew's) (1,972; 30-35- 
42-55)—‘Stablemates’ (M-G). On a 


shift from State, this h. o. is surefire 
tonic, $8,500 being close to tops. Last 
week, ‘Sinners’ (Par), $7,000, smart. 


Talent Outfit Sued 


Los Angeles, Oct. 18. 

Suit for $14,920 against National 
Talent Pictures Corp. I C. Over- 
dorff and Edward Rose was filed by 
Lillian Gordoni, Chicago dramatic 
teacher, charging misrepresentation. 

Miss Gordon claims she bought a 
franchise in the school and brought 
two pupils from Chicago to work in 
a film that never’ materialized. 
Overdorff's school was raided by 
police several weeks ago. 











SOON FIND OUT 
Hollywood, Oct. 24. 
W. C. Fields’ starrer, ‘You Can’t 
Cheat an Honest Man,’ with Edgar 
Bergen and Charlie McCarthy, goes 


4 te bat Oct.-24 at Universal. 


George Marshall directs 
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i Dorsey-Andrews-Co-Ed Big $16,000 
In Football Mad Mpls.; ‘Drums’ $2,000 


| 25-40)—‘Arkansas 


Minneapolis, Oct. 18. 
With an outstanding b.o. combina- 


tion in Jimmy Dorsey’s orch and a 
strong supporting stage show plus 
‘Hold That Co-Ed,’ designed to lure 
a football-mad city, the Orpheum 
currently is in the driver’s seat, 
Fact that the two other leading film 
emporiums, the State and Century, 
are housing hold-overs, ‘Too Hot to 


Handle’ and ‘Boys Town,’ and that 
there’s only one other important 
newcomer, ‘Drums, at the sure- 
seater World, doesn’t make the Or- 


pheum’s going any tougher. 

Trade was helped all along the 
line by an army of visitors here for 
the Minnesota-Michigan homecoming 
football game Saturday (15), which 
pulled 58,000 people at $2.75 a throw. 

In its third loop week, ‘Boys 
Town’ continues to click. Remain- 
ing at the State for a second canto, 
‘Too Hot to Handle’ also is still in 
the money. 

Estimates for This Week 

Aster (Par-Singer) (900; 15-25)— 
‘Touchdown Army’ (Par) and ‘Time 
Murder’ (20th), dua! first-runs. Hit- 
ting good $1,600 pace. Last week, 
‘King Alcatraz’ (Par) and ‘Chaser’ 
(M-G), dual first runs, $1,400, okay. 

Century (Par-Singer) (1,600; 25- 
35-40)—‘Boys Town’ (M-G) (3d wk). 
One of the season’s best box-office 
bets here. Slowing down, however, 
after traveling along on all cylinders, 
Reaching toward fair $5,000, on top 
of nifty $11,000 and $7,000 first and 
second weeks, respectively. 

Orpheum (Par-Singer) (2,800; 35- 
40-55)—‘Co-ed’ (20th) and Jimmy 
Dorsey orch, Andrews Sisters, etc., 


on stage. Sure-fire box-office stuff at 
this football time of the year. Will 
skyrocket past swell $16,000. Last 


week, ‘Room Service’ (RKO), $4,500, 
light. 

State (Par-Singer) (2,300; 25-35- 
40)—‘Hot Handle’ (M-G) (2d week). 
Still well in the black, but fortnight 
run will just about wash it up. Good 
enough $5,300 in prospect after big 
$11,000 first week. 

Time (Berger) (290; 15-25)—Sail- 
ing Along’ (GB). Poor $300 in pros- 


pect on four days. Last week, 
‘Farewell to Arms’ (Par) (reissue), 
$600, light. 

Uptown (Par) (1,200; 25-35)— 


‘Carefree’ (RKO). First nabe show- 


| ing. Mild $2,800 indicated. Last week, 


‘Spawn’ (Par), $3,000, fair. 

World (Steffes) (290; 25-35-40-55) 
—Drums’ (UA). Given big exe 
ploitation campaign and well re- 
ceived by critics and customers. 
Gocd $2,000 in prospect. Last week, 
‘Scarlet Pimpernel’ (UA), $900, light. 


Temp. Aids Seattle Biz; 
Service’ Good $5,500 


Seattle, Oct. 18. 

Cooler weather is adding impetus 
to the picture drive and wall product 
pickup, so take is rating good all 
around. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—:Boys Town’ (M-G) 
(3d wk). Heading for great $4,100, 
Last week, same film, $6,100, great. 

Coliseum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (1,- 
900; 21-32)—*Texans’ (Par) and ‘Rich 
Men’ (M-G). Indicate only fair $2,- 
700. Last week, ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G) 
and ‘Woman’ (WB), nice $3,100. 

Colonial (Sterling) (800; 10-21)— 
‘Life Begins’ (20th) (reissue) and 
‘Paniment’s Bad Man’ (20th), split 
with ‘Strange Adventure’ (Ind) and 
‘How to Undress’ (Ind) (held over 
three days of second week). Expect 
good $2,100. Last week, ‘Strange Ad- 
venture’ (Ind) and ‘How to Undress’ 
(Ind) (21-22), big $2,600. 

Fifth Avenue (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(2,349; 32-37-42) — ‘Daughters’ (WB) 
and ‘Freshman Year” (U). Hitting 
around $6,800, good. Last week, ‘Hot 
Handle’ (M-G), big $9,700. 

Liberty (J-vH) (1,800; 21-32-42)— 
‘Can’t Take It’ (Col) (3d wk). Ane 
ticipate immense $9,300. Last week, 
$10,100, wonderful. 

Music Box (Hamrick-Evergreen) 
(850; 32-37-42)—‘Hot Handle’ M-G), 
Moved from Fifth and indicates big 
$3.800. Last week, ‘Antoinette’ (M-G), 
fourth week, $1,600, fair. 

Orpheum (Hamrick-Evergreen) (2,- 
600; 32-37-42 )—‘Five Kind’ (20th) and 
‘Moto’ (20th). Looks like moderate 
$4,300. Last week, ‘Garden Moon’ 
(FN) and ‘Block Heads’ (M-G), fair 
$4,000 





Palomar (Sterling) (1.350: 16-27- 
37)—‘Down in Arkansas’ (Rep) and 
‘Wanted by Police’ (Mono) and 
vaude. Okay $3,100. Last week, 
‘From City’ (RKO) and ‘Night Hawk’ 
(Rep) and vaude, $3,800, good. 

Paramount (Hamrick - Evergreen) 
(3,039)—‘Room Service’ (RKO) and 
‘Murder’ (20th). Indicate’ good 
$5,500. Last week, ‘Straight Place’ 
(20th) and ‘Crime Ring’ (RKO), 
$5,500, okay. 

Roosevelt (Sterling) (800; 21-32)— 
‘Racket Busters’ (WB) and ‘Limber- 
lost’ (Mono). Good $2.200. 


Last | 
week, ‘Carey’s Chickens’ (RKO? aha~** 


‘Reformatory’ (Col), $1,900, so-so, 
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SUEZ 


20th-Fox release cf Gene Markey produc- 


tion. Stars Tyrone Power, Loretta Young, 
Annabella. Directed by Alan Dwan, 
Screenplay, Philip Dunne and Julien 


Josephson, from original by Sam Duncan; 


camera, Peverell Marley; music, Louis Sil- 
vers; editor, Barbara McLean; battle se- 
quences directed by Otto Brower. At Roxy, 


Y.. week Oct. 14, ‘38. Running time, 


but moments are brief and do not 


of the play should help to compen- | 








2 
100 mins. 
Ferdinand de Lesseps........ Tyrone Power 
Eugenie de Montijo.......... Loretta Young 
. Wy 9 Arr ry yer ire re. Annabella 
Peinee Bald... .. ssc J. Edward Bromberg 
Vicomte Rene...........4: Joseph Schildkraut 
Count de Lesseps........ Henry Stephenson 
Marquis Du Brey.......-.- Sidney Blackmer 
Mohammed Ali..........Maurice Moscovich 
Sergeant Pellerin............+. Sig Rumann 
Sir Malcolm Cameron.........- Nigel Bruce 
Benjamin Disraeli............Miles Mander 
Pete. PEImINNOR . oss wn vise ces as George Zucco 
Dy RS eae Leon Ames | 
Maria De Teba.............Rafaela Ottiano 
... | =r . Victor Varconi 
Bank President......... Georges Renavent 
General Chanvarnier......... Frank Reicher 
Commit WRIaTOIAE so. sc ckccwss Carlos de Valdez 
NG in 8s de moans ; ~eee--Jacques Lory 
We DOCTOR. ccc cctccicveciess cent Con 
Be Saree Brandon Hurst | 
Mme. Paquineau...........Marcelle Corday 
Dutchess..... Odette Myrtle 
‘Suez’ suggests size—a ‘big’ film. 


It’s that, in its attempt, but misses 
out on its epic aims. However, it’s 
a type film that is certain to do good 
to above-average trade, and is a 
cinch for both the Anglo and the 
American market. Not forgetting 
the French fans, considering the cast 
prominence of Ferdinand de Les- 
seps (Tyrone Power), the Parisian 
who dreamt his dream of a big 
ditch from the Mediterranean into 
the Red Sea. 


Film’s ‘shortcomings are chiefly 
psychological, although a lethargic 
pace in the forepart almost counts 
too heavily against it. The. youth- 
ful Power, in a world of Disraelis, 
Gladstones, Louis Bonapartes, Vic- 
tor Hugos, Franz Liszts, Empress 
Eugenies and kindred names out of 
world history, is something which 
the captious may emphasize unduly. 
They had their say, similarly, when 
Power personated the Alexander of 
Irving Berlin’s ‘Ragtime Band,’ and 
while 20th-Fox this time has seen to 
it that an occasional sprinkling of 
gray punctuates its male lead’s raven 
crop, the youthful contrast is, of 
course, not to be wholly overlooked. 

The fictional liberties taken with 
history comes under acceptable Hol- 
lywood license. There’s considerable 
theatrical abracadabra w..-. the man- 
ner in which the young de Lesseps 
wins over the Egyptian viceroy’s 
heir—parlor magic, boxing and 
fencing lessons, horsemanship, ete.— 
and there’s also the inconclusive re- 
lationship with the beauteous Lor- 
etta Young (Countess Eugenie), who 
forgets Power for Louis Bonaparte 
of’ France. 

Some of the dialog seems to have 
deep-rooted significances, as _ re- 
gards 1938’s history in the making— 
‘peace without honor’; England’s life- 
line through the Suez Canal to its 





far-flung Empire; Prussia vs. 
France, and the need of Britain’s 
friendship to swing the tide, ete.— 
but it’s incidental to the saga of de 
Lesseps. He’s the Frenchmen 
whom the sons of the Sahara aided 
to make Britain surer of its Indian 
empire and other colonies beyond 
the seas. 

Annabella, co-starred with Power 
and Miss Young, is a child of the 
desert, enamored of the young 
Frenchman, a quondam hoyden in 
her Moroccan fez and general mas- 
culine attire. and at the same time 
some sort of a symbolic inspiration. 
Hers is a tragic ending in the cli- 
mactic sand storm. 

The sepia tinting and the general 
photography is splendid as are the 
arresting montage effects when 
called into play, notably, of course, 
that simoon that almost completely 
wrecks the well nigh bankrupted de 
Lesseps. The desert storm is an un- 
questionable sock as are such other 
productional punctuations as the 
sabotage by the Turks, for example. 

Production is big league and cast- 
fing excellent right down the line. 
Maurice Moscovich and J. Edward 
Bromberg as the royal Egyptian 
father and son, Schildkraut in a brit- 
tle bit, Nigel Bruce as the British 
ambassador to Cairo, Miles Mander 
as Disraeli, George Zucco as Glad- 
stone (only identified as the Prime 
Minister here, for tactical reasons), 
Sig Rumann and Leon Ames are the 
most prominent. Of the women. 
only Miss Young and the French girl 
leave their impress. Abel. 


BROTHER RAT 


Hollywcod, Oct. 13. 

Warner Bros. release of Robert Lord pro- 
duction. Features Priscilla Lane and 
Wayne Morris. Directe] by William Keigh- 
ley. Screenplay by Richard Macaulay and 
Jerry Wald from play by John -Monk, Jr. 
and Fred F. Finklehoffe. Asst. director. 
Chuck Hansen: camera, Ernest Haller; edi- 
tor, William Holmes; music, Leo F. Forb- 


stein. Previewed at Warners Hollywood, 
Oct. 12, "38. Running time, 90 minutes. 

Joyce Winfree........cesee. Priscilla Lane 
Billy Randolph.............+. Wayne Morris 
A. Furman Townsend, Jr....Johnnie Davis 
MOE DUNE, 5k ed.cc o6nseeuneseests Jane Bryan 
Bing Bdwards.........eee+++-- Eddie Albert 
Dan Crawford.......-+ssee.. Ronald Regan 
Claire Adams.......-eeeeeeeeee Jane Wyman 
Colone] Ramm..........-+-+s+. Henry O'Neill 
Capt. ‘Lacedrawers’ Rogers..GorJon Oliver 
Harley Harrington......... Larry Williams 
Misto Bottome..........+... William Tracey 
Mrs. Brooks.....cccccccccceced Jessie Busley 
DE. 23> ievedescoee eekeceseces Olin Howland 


Se eaideecotecogesesves Touise Reavers 
pee ees $00 darks + Qnees ose Isabe] Withers 





All.-2 ine wholesome drama, com- 
edy and laugh-lines oP original 
Play faye .been retaine 
Bley fe of ‘Brother Rat.’ 


pansion of the piece for picture pres- 
entation, it lags in a few spots where 
added material has been inserted, 


detract from the entertainment 
structure of the whole. It’s strong 
enough for solo billing, requiring 
little outside support to carry 
through for above average biz. Rep 


sate for lack of star marquee names, 
and exhibs who dig into exploitation 
fields will hit paydirt. 

Essential elements of the stage 
play were retained in toto in trans- 
mutation to films. Production guid- | 
ance was skillful in keeping picture | 
close to line of the original, and | 
only sidelight material was inserted 
in the screenplay to round out 
proper production footage. None of 





| the factors that made the play a 


success has been lost. Same authen- 
tic feeling of military college life 


| holds in the film as with the play. 
| The adventures, loves and headaches 
|of three cadets during their last 10 
| weeks at the school are finely inter- 


woven to present plenty of laughs 
and suspense. 

Three first classmen, Wayne Mor- 
ris, Eddie Albert and Ronald Regan, 
involve themselves in a series of es- 
capades that keep ther moving fast | 
until final diplomas are received. | 
Things start when the girls arrive 
for the big baseball game, prom and 
commencement. Morris and Regan | 
skip quarters to romance Priscilla | 
Lane and Jane Wyman, while Albert | 
goes into a trance when he finds he | 
is to become a father. Albert tries 
to cover his secret marriage to Jane 
Bryan until graduation, with the 
other two boys assistins. 

Things move speedily 
series of involved situations for the 
trio, including suspenseful sequence 
when two girls are hidden in their 
auarters, but boys finally slide 
through to grab their sheepskins and 
Albert passes out cigars. 

George Abbott presented the play 
on Broadway nearly two vears ago 
with Warner backing. Eddie Albert 
is only member of the Broadway cast 
in the picture. re-creating his orig- 
inal role. Albert gives a splendid 
performance of the personable youth 
who plugs along to accomplish things 
the hard way. As set up in the script, 
it’s the meatiest part in the picture, 
and he takes full advantage of the 
opnortunities presented. 

Wayne Morris provides a good 
characterization of the unreliahle 
and take-a-chance cadet whose de- 
cisions continually keep the trio in 
hot water. Ronald Regan is fine as 
the third member of the vroup, 
while Priscilla Lane, Jane Wyman 
and Jane Rryan are nicely cast for 
the romantic interest. 

In sunrort. noteworthy is the por- 
traval of William Tracey as a rat re- 
cruit, which he played in Coast stage 
company. 

Ralance of cast is standard calibre. | 

William Keighley maintains a| 
speedy and humorous pace throush- 
ovt. with excevtion of a few brief | 
end minor incidents. Screenvlav 
does little more than elaborate on 
the cinch situations and byplay of | 
the stage presentation. 


B’WAY MUSKETEERS 


(WITH SONGS) 

Warner Bros. release of Bryan Foy pro- 
duction. Features Margaret Lindsay, Ann 
Sheridan, Marie Wilson, John Litel, Janet 
Chapman, Dick Purcell, Horace MacMahon 
and Richard Bond. Directed by John Far- 
row. Story and adaptation, Don Ryan and 
Kenneth Gamet: editor, Thomas Pratt; 
songs, M. K. Jerome and Jack Scholl; 


throuch | 











photography, L. Wm. O'Connell. At Cri- 
terion, N. Y., week Oct. 15, '38. Running 
time, 63 mins. 

Isabel Dowling.........-- Margarm Lindsay 
Fay Reynolds. ......0..+-++5+ Ann Sheridan 
Connie Todd. ....cscccsccesses Marie Wilson 
Stanley Dowling....ceceeeseeeees John Litel 
Judy Dowling.......e++.++- Janet Chapman 
Vincent Morrell.......++.:. *....-Dick Purcell 
PRE. POPtOM ck cc cvcccsetoesess Richard Bond 
Nick. ccccccccce ....Anthony Averill 
Gare oc ccccsccsecccesvese Horace MacMahon 
MET 06 chaos Ci des cteoasecs Dewey Robinson 
AMR. ccccccccccesccesoccsce Dorothy Adams 
Sieimmer....ceccccsccccccccess James Conlon 
Schoolteacher.......---+eeeeeeeeee Jan Holm 





A programmer of average distinc- 
tion that has been well cast and 
ought to get by satisfactorily, ‘Broad- 
way Musketeers’ features a trio of 
young girl players on the Warner 
lot, Margaret Lindsay, Ann Sheridan 
and Marie Wilson. Bryan Foy pro- 
duced, turning out a workmanlike 
job on a ‘B’ entry that makes no 
pretenses to being more than that. 
Obviously an economical picture to 
make, ‘Musketeers’ ought to make 
some money. 

In addition to the femme trio, the 
cast includes John Litel, baby Janet 
Chapman, Richard Bond and a group 
of gangster types. Among the latter 
is the new screen killer and tough 
guy, Horace MacMahon, a _ heavy 
menace who goes in for stabbings, 
mayhem, gunplay, etc., with the 
same ease as the Yanks took the 
Cubs. MacMahon, formerly in legit, 
is a bad boy find for films and will 
be heard from more importantly or 
should, 

Plot of the original turned out by 
Don Ryan and Kenneth Gamet is 
built around three girls who were 
brought up together in an orphanage. 
One of them leaves her husband to 
run off with a wastrel who finally 
gets involved with mobsters over a 
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Miniature Reviews 


‘Suez’ (20th). Power, Loretta 
Young and Annabella top a 
strong box office film. 

‘Brother Rat’ (WB). Slick 
version of stage play, retain- 
ing all the comedy and humor 
of the latter. Okay solo. 

‘Broadway Musketeers’ (WB). 
Fair gangster programmer. 

‘Young Dr. Kildare’ (M-G). 
B production but A entertain- 





ment. First of a series with 
adult appeal. 
‘Listen, Darling (M-G). In- 


auspicious start for Judy Gar- 
land - Freddie Bartholomew 
team. Mediocre story hurts. 

‘Service De Luxe’ (U). Fine 
comedy-drama that will please 
generally. Constance Bennett, 
Vincent Price, Ruggles top. 

‘Anrabel Takes a Tour 
(RKO). Click farce-comedy 
that assures following for An- 
nabel series. 

‘The Last Express’ (U). 
Crime Club meller for dual 
consumption. 

‘Prairie Moon’ (Rep). Top 
Autry western with Dead End 
Kid slant in open spaces. 











| while Richard Bond, 








ambling debt. This.,results in, kid- 
napping of the girl and her baby, 


plus suicide of the former as the 
gangmen plan to murder her. The 
kidlet is Janet Chapman, who is a 
little too precocious. John Litel has 
a somewhat unsvmpathetic role, 
the playboy 
who runs away with Litel’s wife, 
does a good job. 

Two songs, ‘Has It Ever Occurred 
to You?’ and ‘Who Said That This 
Isn’t Love,’ latter as part of a night 
club scene, are sung effectively by 
Miss Sheridan. Char. 


YOUNG DR. KILDARE 


Metro release of Lou Ostrow production. 
Features Lionel Barrymore, Lew Ayres. 
Directed by Harold S. Bucquet. Screen- 
play by Harry Ruskin and Willis Gold- 
beck, from original by Max Brand. Film 
editor, Elmo Veron: camera, John Seitz. 
Reviewed in Projection Room, N. Y., Oct. 


13, '38. Running time, 83 mins. 

Dr. James Kildare. .......cccces Lew Ayres 
Dr. Leonard Gillespie....Lionel Barrymore 
Alice Raymond,.............. Lynne Carver 
CR rE ae Nat Pendleton 
Barbara Chanler............ Jo Ann Sayers 
Dr. Steve Kildare........Samuel S. Hinds 
PO seer Emma Dunn 


Dr. Walter Carew... 


-.- Walter Kingsford 
John Hamilton 


++-+.-Truman Bradley 






Dr. Lane UCR: + 400051 kes Monty Woolley 
Bees Ds 0 -d0 vicutcccccnsé Pierre Watkin 
eee WOME cba dco nb de cecwdas Nella Walker 





Metro has the makings of another 
fine series in ‘Young Dr. Kildare.’ 





| out being implausible. 


a 
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proving the theory of the hospital’s 
top psychiatrist... This endears him 
to Barrymore and wins reinstate- 
ment to the hospital staff after he’s 
canned for insubordination. Ending 
lends itself perfectly to a sequel. 
Besides Barrymore and Ayres, the 
rest of the cast acquits itself credit- 
ably. Miss Carver, as the love inter- 
est, and Jo Ann Sayers, as the so- 
ciety girl bent on self-destruction, 
both show promise of future cine- 
matic importance. Samuel S. Hinds 
and Emma Dunn, as Ayres’ parents, 
give their sympathetic roles nice 
shading, while Walter Kingsford, as 
the hospital super, is understandable 
in a hardly likeable part. Nat Pen- 
dleton is in for mild comedy as the 
ambulance attendant and gets by. 
Screenplay by Harry Rus'sin and 
Willis Goldbeck, from an original 
by Max Brand, is an A-l job, both 
in carry-through and dialog. Sarre 
goes for Harold S. Bucquet’s direc- 
tion, nicely paced, imaginative with- 
Lou Ostrow 


|is the producer and provided ex- 





| 


| 





While it probably won’t achieve the | 


b.o. potency of the ‘Judge Hardy’ 
string, due chiefly to its lack of juve 
appeal, this story of the medical 
profession is surefire for adults. Lack 
of marquee strength indicates that 
it won’t pull ’em to the wickets, but 
it will please ’em once they’re seated. 

Unusual feature of this film is that 
it was made by Metro, which also is 
producing ‘The Citadel,’ best-selling 
novel by A. J. Cronin, which is not 
altogether kind to the medicos. 
While ‘Dr. Kildare’ does not casti- 
gate the profession, it is rather frank 
and almost entirely devoid of the 
hokum with which the healers are 
usually fed the public in book, or 
other entertainment form. Unfold- 
ing of the yarn, in fact, denotes care- 
ful research by the writers and di- 
rector, and the result is a believable, 
interesting picture that should add 


prestige to Metro’s B schedule this 
season, 


There are only two major acting 
roles in this teeoff of the ‘Kildare’ 
series, both medical and capitally 
handled by Lionel Barrymore, as the 
irascible, crippled genius, and Lew 
Ayres, a young interne groping for 
the particular phase of medicine to 
which he is best suited. Major por- 
tion of the 83-minute footage is de- 
voted to the hazing Barrymore (Dr. 
Gillespie), gives Ayres (Dr. Kildare), 
but it’s all a buildup to Barrymore 
appointing Ayres as his assistant at 
the finale. At one point Barrymore 
criticizes Ayres for snap judgment, 
telling the novitiate that a ‘good doc- 
tor examines a patient, then x-ray’s 
him and then sits down and gives the 


| matter plenty of thought before mak- 


ing a definite diagnosis.’ This por- 
tion alone can be considered an edu- 
cational one for the public at large. 
Story’s opening has young Ayres 
returning home from medical school 
to be confronted by the front parlor 
of his small-town home being con- 
verted into a physician’s office by 
his father, also a doctor. Ayres, 
however, has received an interneship 
in a large New York hospital and he 
breaks away from his parents and 
childhood sweetheart, Lynne Carver, 
in order to ‘find himself.’ His first 
jam occurs when an ambulance at- 
tendant fails to follow his orders to 
administer oxygen to an alcohol’c, 
latter proving to be a powerful poli- 
tician whose death brings newspaper 
censure. Then Ayres saves the life 
of a young heiress who attempts 
suicide, also saving. the.girl from in- 
carceration in a sanitarium by dis- 


raphy. 





cellent production effects and sets 
considering the small budget. Scho. 


LISTEN, DARLING 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Oct. 14. 


Metro release of Jack Cummings produc- 
tion. Features Judy Garland. Freddie Bar- 





tholomew, Mary Astor, Walter Pidgeon, 
Directed by Edwin L. Marin. Screenplay 
by Elaine Ryan and Anne Morrison Chapin 
from story by Katherine Brush. Songs, Al 
Hoffman, Al Lewis, Murray Mencher, 
Joseph McCarthy, Milton Ager and James 
F. Hanley. Camera, Charles Lawton, Jr.; 


film edjtor, Blanche Sewell. Previewed at 


Westwood Village, Oct. 13, "38. Running 
time, 72 mins. 

Pinkie Wingate. .ccicoccccese Judy Garland 
Buzz Mitchell........ Freddie Bartholomew 
BPOCRSO We POO, cccccccedcsuente Mary Astor 
Richard Thurlow.........+-- Walter Pidgeon 
J. J. BIAUery..csvcccvccvcesccccesd Alan Hale 
Billie Wingate. .ccocccccecees Scotty Beckett 
Abercromble.....ccsccceces: Barnett Parker 
MEP. DrUDOR. cccisicccsocssess Gene Lockhart 
WRCIO FOG. s cis cccvvecsceves Charles Grapewin 





Handicapped by an illogical and 
unconvincing story, initial effort of 
Metro to team Judy Garland and 
Freddie Bartholomew is a light- 
weight offering that will sneak 
through on the lower sections of 
double bills. Has little to offer aside 
from three good song numbers han- 
dled capably by Miss Garland which 
have been nicely routined in the 
action. 

Yarn was an unhappy choice as 
the first for the Garland-Bartholo- 
mew duo. Action bumps along at 
an uninteresting pace for consider- 
able portion of the picture, and only 
generates brief spurts during the 
second half. As result, both direc- 
tion and acting suffers, with all 
hands indicating they are straining 
to overcome basic story deticiencies. 

Teaming of Miss Garland and 
Bartholomew in a feature series of 
adolescent youth would seem to have 
b. o. potentialities, but just how far 
the youngsters can go together will 
have to be decided if and when they 
are provided with better material. 
In a few sequences, spark of what 
Metro had in mind for the pair broke 
through, but these moments were 
all too brief on which to gauge fu- 
ture possibities, 

Young Bartholomew is at the age 
where he is fast sprouting. He is 
several inches taller than in last 
film appearance, while his voice has 
dropped down the scale consider- 
ably. It’s a critical point in the 
career of the boy, and Metro will 
have to use extreme care in guiding 
him through the next year or two. 

When Mary Astor considers mar- 
riage to insure security of her two 
children, Judy Garland and Scotty 
Beckett, Bartholomew steps in to 
assist Miss Garland to prevent such 
a move. Pair abduct the mother 
and young son in a trailer for a tour, 
figuring trip may change her mind, 
and there is always a chance of turn- 
ing up a more likely candidate for 
a stepfather. On the road, entourage 
meets Walter Pidgeon, lawyer, who 
goes for the wide open spaces in a 
deluxe trailer. Kids bring Miss As- 
tor and Pidgeon together in a speedy 
two-day romance to put everything 
shipshape. 

Scotty Beckett, as the unruly kid 
brother, runs through with idea of 
providing comedy, but most of the 
material fails to click for laughs. 
Best sequence is the routine in which 
the kid uncovers a skunk family 
and becomes their victim. Even here 
there is a lack of spontaneity that 
would have greatly heightened com- 
edy values. Members of cast can- 
not rise above script deficiencies. 
Several long passages of dialog be- 
come tiresome and slow things up 
to a walk. Mary Astor, Pidgeon 
and Hale do the best they can under 
the circumstances. 

Judy Garland gives out with three 
above-average tunes that she pre- 
sents in fine style. The tunes have 
been around for some time, as pops. 
titled. ‘On the Bumpy Road to Love,’ 
by Hoffman-Lewis-Mencher; ‘Ten 
Pins in the Sky,’ by McCarthy-Ager, 
and ‘Zing! Went the Strings of My 
Heart,’ by James F. Hanley. These 
as pops merely interpolated into a 

m. ; 

Metro has given picture standard 
production mounting, but photog- 

coud he greatly jmproved, 
especially in the lighting. 
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SERVICE DE LUXE 


Hollywood, Oct. 13, 

Universal release of Edmund Grainger 
production, Stars Constance Bennett; fea- 
tures Vincent Price, Charlie Ruggles, Helen 
Broderick, Mischa Auer, Joy Hodges, Di- 
rected by Rowland V. Lee. Screenplay by 
Gertrude Purcell and Leonard Spigelgass 
from original by Bruce Manning and Vera 
Caspary; camera, George Robinson: edi-« 
tor, Ted Kent. Previewed at Pantages, 
oe ee Oct. 12, '38. Running time, 85 

8. 

Helen Murphy...........Constance Bennett 


Robert Wade.........+6++0++-Vincent Price 
Scott Robinson.............Charlie Ruggles 
SS AE SY eeeees+-Helen Broderick 
Bebenko.......... deteoseecocese Mischa Auer 
Audrey Robinson.......++...... Joy Hodges 
GEN eid deans dedvesanibic Halliwell Hobbes 
Chester Bainbridge........... Chester Clute 





_ A speedy comedy-drama, combin- 
ing deft direction, several topnotch 
performances and a rather novel 
story, ‘Service De Luxe,’ will hold 
its own for average biz as a leadoff 
attraction in the keys. Picture serves 
as showcase for Vincent Price, re- 
cruited from stage where he recent- 
ly played with Helen Hayes in ‘Vic 
toria Regina.’ Unknown to general 
picture audiences’ up to this point, 
Price gets off to a flying start, and 
Universal has a player who may go 
rapidly into the top brackets. 


Price is particularly capable in 
handling his assignment as lead op- 
posite Constance Bennett. He un- 
covers a screen personality that car- 
ries a zing for the femmes. 


Miss Bennett carries her role with 
lightness and firmness that surpasses 
anything she has don? in recent 
months. Charlie Ruggles turns in 
his usual capable performance, and 
same goes for Helen Broderick and 
Mischa Auer. Joy Hodges, in process 
of buildup by Universal, is especial- 
ly impressive as the man-chasing, 
scatterbrain deb. 

Rowland V. Lee gives intelligent 
direction throughout, keeping yarn 
moving at a lively pace and getting 
a wealth of comedy out of both sit- 
uations and dialog. Lee has dramatic 
spots under fine control, handling 
them with delicacy and verve, yet 
within the range of plausibility. Se- 
quence wherein Miss Bennett dis- 
closes her true identity to Price is 
a particularly fine piece of direc- 
tion. 

Operating a service bureau for 
rich clients, Miss Bennett handles 
their affairs from writing checks to 
securing opera tickets and staging 
weddings. She falls in love with 
Price, nephew of a grouchy client, 
while trying to head him away from 
New York. 

Original story by Bruce Manning 
and Vera Caspary is based on the 
rise of service organizations that 
have cropped up in severals parts of 
the country. Many of the situations 
can be tabbed as actual Hollywood 
experiences provided by various of- 
fices catering to the greats of the 
filmy colony. Screenplay gives the 
required lightness to the yarn, and 
maintains a fast and steady tempo 
right from the start. 

Universal has given picture top 
production in all departments. Set- 
tings are excellent, and photography 
by George Robinson hits a high 
level of quality. Gowns worn by 
Miss Bennett and Miss Hodges are 
eye-appealing for the women, and 
both display their creations in great 
style. 

New regime on the U lot is at- 
tempting to inject showmanship 
into company’s A releases. They 
accomplished their aim in this one, 
and provide exhibs with plenty of 
angles for smart exploitation to 
garner some extra grosses. 


Annabel Takes a Tour 


Hollywood, Oct. 15. 
RKO release of Lou Lusty production, 
Features Jack Oakie, Lucille Ball. Di- 
rected by Lew Landers. Screenplay by 
Bert Granet and Olive Cooper from story 
by Joe Bigelow; based on characters cre- 
ated by Charles Hoffman. Camera, Russell 





Metty; editor, Harry Marker. Previewed 
in Projection Room, Oct. 14, '38. Running 
time, 66 mins, 

EMOMY MOBO. 0b0h6cc cwcesdces oc Jack Oakie 
Annabel....... eeseocece Condecres Lucille Ball 
Josephine. ......e.e00. uo neeee Ruth Donnelly 
WeDD.....cccrsccseccccecees- Bradley Page 
Viscount eeceees.- Ralph Forbes 
SATE 4p 0 boc séccccdeecéese Frances Mercer 
WENN, chabedbcbocse cts Donald McBride 
re O00 Ceccccasts Alice White 
POGCKY .scccce TITTTCITiTrri rire Pepito 
gil |. ae ecccccccesss- Chester Clute 
Laura....... odccnbaesesesss anes BANG 
WROD. 5 i460 40.000884 60005 Clare Verdera 
Longshoreman...«......... Edward Gargen 





Second of the Annabel series is a 
zippy comedy that swings along at a 
merry pace while press agent Jack 
Oakie continues to manipulate film 
star Lucille Ball in and out of trouble. 
It’s a strong programmer that will 
materially advance interest in the 
series. There is sparkle and zest to 
the comedy passages which are en- 
livened by snappy dialog. Picture 
rolis at a fast clip with no dull mo- 
ments, and maintains quality set by 
first of the series. 

RK®O turned out ‘Affairs of Anna- 
bel’ several months ago, and studio 
execs decided the screwball adven- 
tures of a p. a. and a film star was 
good basis for a series. ‘Annabel 
Takes a Tour’ is the second offering, 
and indicates that RKO will have 
a profitable series of moderate- 
budget features in its yearly pro- 
gram. 

Main characters created by Charles 
Hoffman in ‘Affairs of Annabel’ are 
set against background of film stars 
personal appearance tour to provide 
series. of. comedy situations. Spirit 

(Continued on page 27) 














ai ER. 





Ot a5 pee ae SR 





= 




















geen SESE STS 





ee ao 


NR te ta a, a A ek 


— 
oe 


eer ee 


RT) Lie 


Bar 














*VARIETY’S’ LONDON 
Place, 7 


8S &. Martin’s 


OFFICE, 
Square 


INTERNATIONAL NEWS 


Cable Address: VARIETY, LONDON 
Telephone Temple Bar 


13 


5041-5042 











NEW PRIESTLEY 
PLAY CLICKS 
IN LONDON 


London, Oct. 18. 

J. B. Priestley’s new comedy, 
‘When We Are Married,’ presented 
by Basil Dean, was cordially re- 
ceived in opening at the St. Martin’s 
last Tuesday night (11). 

‘A Party for Christmas,’ light- 
weight comedy with no commercial 
appeal, opened at the Arts theatre 
the same night. 

‘Tree of Eden,’ by Kenneth Horne, 
opened at the Apollo on Wednesday 
(12). A rather poor play about a 
girl brought up on an island minus 
all biological knowledge. Uncommer- 
cial though personal hit scored by 
Lilli Palmer. ‘Private History,’ by 
James Courage, preemed at the Gate 
Wednesday (12). A more or less 
male ‘Maedchen in Uniform,’ boldly 
but inoffensively written and pre- 
sented. Well received and highly 
praised by critics. 

‘Quiet Wedding’ flimsy farce, well 
played, but impossible commercially, 
opened at Wyndham’s Friday (14). 
Press generally favorable. Elizabeth 
Allan and Frank Lawton are fea- 
tured. 


DEANNA DURBIN FILM 
TOPS SO. AFRICAN BIZ 


Cape Town, Oct. 5. 

‘Mad About Music’ (U), starring 
Deanna Durbin, has been doing big 
biz here, setting the pace among 
Yankee films. Others playing here: 
Alhambra, ‘Gold Diggers in Paris’ 
(WB); Colosseum, ‘Mad About Mu- 
sic’ (U); Plaza, ‘Woman Against 
Woman’ (M-G), followed by ‘Shop- 
worn Angel’ (M-G); Royal, “Tom 
Sawyer’ (UA) and Adelphi, ‘Jezebel’ 
(WB). 














_ Johannesburg, Oct. 5. 

Four Metro films lead here. Other 
pictures: Plaza, “Radio City Revels’ 
(RKO), followed by ‘Doctor Rhythm’ 
(Par); Standard, ‘First Lady’ (WB); 
Colosseum, ‘White Banners’ (RKO), 
followed by ‘Mad About Music’ (U); 
Bijou, ‘Beg, Borrow or Steal’ (M-G); 
Metro, ‘Fast Company’ (M-G), fol- 
lowed by ‘Crowd Roars’ (M-G), 





Durban, Oct. 5. 

Films playing here: Criterion: 
‘Robin Hood,’ followed by ‘Blue- 
beard’ (Par); King’s, ‘Hell Below’ 
(M-G), followed by ‘Tom Sawyer’ 
(UA); Metro, ‘Fast Company’ (M-G); 
‘Playhouse, ‘Mad About Music’ (U); 
20th Century, ‘To Mary, With Love’ 
(20th); and Palace, ‘Cowboy and Kid’ 
(U). 


Fulier Plans London 
Date for Howard Revue 


Sydney, Oct. 1. 

Sir Ben Fuller is considering a 
flight to London soon to arrange a 
season there for Harry Howard re- 
vue, ‘Hollywood Hotel,’ after it made 
such a tremendous hit recently in 
Auckland, New Zealand. It came in 
here last week, later planning to tour 
the key cities within the Common- 
wealth. Musical stars Willie and 
Eugene Howard. Fuller also plans 
selling the show for a tour in South 
Africa. 

Besides the Howards, Marty May, 
Jack and June Blair and the Apple 
Dancers are in the cast. 


Jessie Matthews-Hale To 
Star in London Musical 


London, Oct. 18. 
Jessie Matthews and her husband, 
Sonnie Hale, will star in a stage mu- 
Sical this fall, tentatively titled ‘Star- 
dust.’ Lesser Samuels has done the 
libretto. Harry Woods, the Ameri- 

Can songwriter, will do the tunes. 
Woods is due to sail for here from 
New York Oct. 28, with Reg Con- 


nelly, now on a visit to America. 
. Se 2 { BS JIdreP 











Map Another ‘Paprika’ 


Showing After Doctoring 


London, Oct. 10. 

Eric Maschwitz and George Pos- 
ford are doctoring their ‘Paprika,’ 
the recent skidder at His Majesty’s, 
and are injecting practically a new 
first act. Show will probably appear 
under a new name, and will be given 
a tryout in the sticks before hitting 
the West End again. 

The same thing happened with 
‘Balalaika,’ originally called ‘Gay 
Hussar,’ which toured the sticks for 
the late Julian Wylie. It was then 
rewritten, with the title changed, and 
was a near-flop at the Adelphi, but 
proved one of the season’s out- 
standers when transferred to His 
Majesty’s. 


YANK COS. LOW 
NET IN AUSSIE 


Sydney, Oct. 1. 

Breakdown of total gross revenue 
of eight U. S. major distributors dur- 
ing 1937 shows that the net return 
on each feature averaged only about 
$10,000. Total gross is said to have 
been about $10,000,000, but of this, 
combined expenses were listed at 
$5,565,000, which left net of $4,435,- 
000. There were 400 U. S. imports 
in 1937, 

Even Australian distributors did 
not view the $10,000 net per film as 
out of line considering high produc- 
tion costs of American features. And 
in securing this return, U. S. dis- 
tributors were giving employment to 
thousands of Australians. Also vari- 
ous state governments were receiv- 
ing a tidy sum via the high assess- 
ment on both positive and negative 
prints brought into Australia by 
American companies. 














NADIA DAUTY HEADS 
FISCHER’S PARIS SHOW 


Paris, Oct. 11. 

With the exception of his own 
popular bar, for the first time in 
his life Georges Carpentier is an 
m.c., for the old Restaurant des Am- 
bassadeurs, reopened as Les Ambas- 
sadeurs by Clifford C. Fischer. 

Out to get some of the middle- 
class trade, Les Ambassadeurs is of- 
fering a good bill, topped by Nadia 
Dauty, new French singing star, with 
Eddie Foy’s orchestra for swing and 
Aldo Campoamor’s tango band, Open- 
ing bill carries Eddie Vitch, Lutter 
Twins, Earl and Josephine Leach 
and Menciassi Bros. 








FILM ON PAUL KRUGER 
Cape Town, Oct. 5. 

‘Oom (Uncle) Paul,’ based on the 
life of Paul Kruger, the last presi- 
dent of the Transvaal, will start 
shooting early next year. 

Expected to be completed in Au- 
gust. 


Current London Plays 


(With Dates When Opened) 








‘French Without Tears,’ 
6, ‘36. 


Criterion— Nov, 


‘Robert’s Wife,’ Globe—Nov. 23, °37. 

‘Me and My Girl,’ Victoria Palace—Dec. 
16, °37. 

‘Nine Sharp,’ Little—Jan. 26, °38. 

‘Wild Oats,’ Princess—April 13, ’38. 

‘Banana Ridge,’ Strand—April 27, °38. 

‘Glorious Morning,” Whitehall, May 26, 
"38. 

‘Spring Meeting,’ Ambassador — May 31, 
38 


‘Lot’s Wife,’ Savoy—June 10. 
‘Comedienne,’ Aldwych—June 16 
‘The Fleet's Lit Up,’ Hippodrome—Aug. 


17 

‘George and Margaret,’ Piccadilly—Aug. 
30. 

‘Thou Shalt Not.’ Playhouse—Aug,. 81. 
‘Running Riot,’ Gaiety—Aug. 31. 
‘Flashing Stream,’ Lyric—Sept. 1. 


‘Room for Two.’ Comedy—Sept. 6. 








‘The Last Trump,’ Duke of York’s—Sept. 
13. 
‘Dear Octopus,’ Queens—Sept. 14. 
‘The Corn Is Green,’ Duchess—Sept, 20. | 
‘Troilus 
Sept. 21, 


and Cressida,’ Westminster— 


‘Elephant in Arcady.’ Kingsway—Oct. 5. | 
‘The White Guard,’ Phoenix—Oct. 6. | 
‘Bobby Get Your Gun,’ Adelphia—Oct. 7. 
‘Behind Blinds,’ Winter Garden—Oct. 14. 
‘When We Are Married,’ St. Martin’s— | 
Oct. 11. 

‘A Party for Christmas,’ Arts—Oct. 11. 





‘Private History,’ Gate—Oct. 12. 
‘Tree of Eden,’ Apollo—Oct. 12. 
‘Quiet Wedding,” Wyndham’s—Oct. 14. — 


H' WOOD MEETS 
LETOOWN ABROAD 


Companies to Reshape Ac- 
tivities to Conform with 


FOREIGN DIP HITS PROD. 





= 





Unsettled Conditions and | 


Restrictions in Europe— 


Annual Income of 35-55% | 





CONSIDER VACATING 





Unsettled conditions in Europe, 
new restrictions, added taxes and 
penalties not only have cut down 


kets but threaten to continue doing 
so On a mounting scale. New na- 
tionalization of distribution by Italy 
is regarded as typical of the trend. 

General foreign situation is such 
that last week all major executives 
were informed that the production 
policies in Hollywood must be re- 
shaped to fit the heavily reduced for- 
eign income. 


35-55% Income Lost 


Removal of foreign income sources 
would mean that no longer could 
American companies depend on out- 
side U. S. territory for 35-55% of 
their total revenue. This would curb 
those $2,000,000 productions. 

Japan, China, Spain, part of 
Czechoslovakia, Austria, Germany 
and even Italy currently do not pro- 
vide the same revenue that was 
available to American companies a 
couple of years ago. In addition, 
England has a more severe quota 
which cuts into the net cash re- 
turn on pictures distributed there. 
There are restrictions in other Eu- 


in Australia are seeking quotas. 

Before any wholesale withdrawal 
from Italy, the film industry will 
employ every channel available to 
bring about a more equitable setup 
than presently proposed. The big 
play just now is for the picture 
companies to offer a united front, 
even to the complete withdrawal 
from Italian territory, in bringing a 
modification of the sweeping nation- 
alization order. 

No new contracts are being drawn 
up by most major companies beyond 
next Jan. 1 in hopes of converting 
Il Duce to the American idea that 
the nationalization order is unfair 
to U. S. interests and,. of course, all 
foreign interests. Also no equip- 
ment is being shipped to Italy. 

Exhibs May Take a Hand 


Picture officials in N. Y. argue 
that if the Italian market for Amer- 
ican films is as big as recently indi- 
cated, the need for Hollywood prod- 
uct may become so pressing that 
Italian exhibitor interests will take 
a hand and bring pressure on the 
government. 

Actual wholesale withdrawal of 
American picture firms from Italy, 
however, would mean paying con- 
siderable in indemnities to Italian 
employes, loss of coin on leases, 
supplies, equipment and in several 
instances synchronization studios 
presently leased to U. S. companies. 


Hicks Looks to Stick 
Around London For 


Quite a Long Time 


London, Oct. 18. 
John W. Hicks, Jr.. Paramount 
foreign distribution chief, who now 


additionally is acting as head of 
Par’s British company, may continue 
in the post for some time. Indicated 








here this week that Hicks may go| their grievances on the Minister of 
», Goodbye, Mr. Chips,’ Shaftesbury—Sept. | tg New York and return to London | Beaux Arts and then on the Minister 


is per-| of Cornmerce. 


again before any official 
manently named to the position. 


Because of pressing duties here in been given legal status, complaints 
accomplish | must now be made to that group. 
|many of the things he intended do-| For some unknown reason it has 
|ing on visits to other European na- | been placed under the premier’s of- 


England, Hicks may 


tions from London. 


rt 





| creased over any previous years. 
ropean countries and several states | 


| that the margin of foreign films from 





French Decree Regulating Foreign 
Imports Curtails Yankee Allotment, 
Hikes Influx of Other Nations’ Prod. 


Paris; Oct 32.4 

Americans were caught unpre-| 
pared here last week when the hunt- | 
ing season to bag visas for the 94 


: i | foreign-dubbed films, which may be 
Hit—Cuts Costly Pictures | 


shown in France between Jan. 1 and 
June 30, of 1939, was declared open. | 

Changes made in the law last June, | 
regulating the number of foreign 
films which may be shown in this | 
country each year, was the cause of 
it all. The decree, regulating the) 
importation and release of foreign | 
films did not change the number al- 


| lowed—that stands at 188 each year 
American income from foreign mar- | 


—but the manner in which these 
films must be presented for visas | 
was changed, thus causing all the 
grievances. 

A new clause was included, mak- 
ing it necessary that all films be 
dubbed before they could be regis- 
tered for visas. That’s what caught 
the Yanks short. Previously, for- 
eign films could be registered be- 
fore they were dubbed and then 
dubbed after the visas were obtained. 

As a result—no official figures 
have yet been released—only some 
55 to 58 American films were regis- 
tered for visas during the first days 
in October, when registrations open 
for films to be shown during the first 
six months of 1939. 

70-72 Average Heretofore 

Hitherto, American companies 
have averaged between 70 and 72 
pictures each semester, the _ re- 
mainder going to other foreign films. 
Now, as only 50-odd were ready for 
registration, it most likely means 





other countries will be greatly in- | 


Believed that American companies 
were able to present films for regis- 
tration, to obtain visas, in the fol- 
lowing numbers: Fox, 13; Metro, 16; 
Paramount, 12; RKO, two; Warners, 
two—perhaps three; Universal, one! 
(probable); Columbia, seven; UA, | 
two American and two British. Fig- | 
ures for the number of films pre- 
sented by other foreign countries 
could not be obtained with any 
amount of surety, but it’s understood 
that a sufficiency of these have been 
presented to almost fill the foreign 
quota of 94 for the first six months 
of 1939. 

So, because the Yanks could not 
get their product over and dubbed 
in time, it’s obvious where the 
American business in this country is 
headed. With the small number of 
films some of the big companies have 
presented for registration, it’s indi- 
cated they cannot maintain large of- 
fices here. Metro, Par and Fox de 
their own dubbing while the others 
are forced to contract with inde- 
pendents here. The law stipulates 
that films shown here must be 
dubbed in French territory. 

Seek Old Grants 

American representatives have 
fought to have visas for foreign films 
granted in somewhat the same pro- 
portion as those granted before the 
present law, but so far such pleas 
have been made to deaf ears. If such 
an arrangement could be made, the 
Yanks would at least be assured of 
their 72 visas each semester and 
could register their films for visa 
distribution here when they were 
ready instead of having to register 
those that are finished and dubbed— 
and probably not the best product— 
in order to get any visas at all. 

According to figures reprinted 
here, 66 French pictures will be dis- 
tributed in America during 1938-39, 
a big increase over any recent year. 
If measures like those adopted here 
were enforced in the States, it’s held 
likely that the French would lift 
their restrictions. 

Until the Franco-American treaty 
came into effect Americans unloaded 


Now that the new 


inter-ministerial commission has 





fice, as Yves Chataigneau, secretary 


general of the Presidence du Con- 
seil, was named president. This 
move is thought to have something 
to do with a tightening of the ex- 
portation of certain types of French 
films, which are felt tc be bad for 
French prestige abroad, and un- 
doubtedly to check closer the film 
business here, which includes the 
importations of films. 

In any case, for the next six 
months, it appears as though the 
Americans will be forced to 2xploit a 
smaller number of films here than 
in the recent past. There is nothing 


| in the terms of the treaty which can 
| be invoked to change the present 
| setup. 


Probe ‘Violation 





Of U.S. Act Pacts 
At Casino in Rio 


D’Aguair Mendonca, recently ap- 
pointed sole U.S. booker for the 
Casino Balneario da Urea, Rio de 
Janeiro, has sailed for Rio to in- 
vestigate claims that American and 
other foreign acts are mistreated 
and their contracts violated there. 
Most recent beef was that of Bar- 
ron Lee, Negro band leader. 

Before sailing, Mendonca claimed 
that much of the skulduggery is 
perpetrated in the U. S. before acts 
sail for Rio. Since here, he has 
been dealing with the William Mor- 
ris agency, Music Corp. of America, 





| Charlie Allen, et al, who regard the 


Urea date highly. Opinion is that 
much of South America’s poor rep 
is generated from unscrupulous 
agents, who juggle things from this 
end. 

There is never any trouble with 
acts as long as they behave, says 
Mendonca. When acts fail to live 
up to contracts Casino has no al- 
ternative but to retaliate. He agrees 
that situations arise but also states 
that they are frequently ironed out. 
As for contracts themselves, they 
must be okayed by the consulate 
here and again in Rio on arrival. 

Syndicate which operates the Ca- 
sino also controls automobile, lum- 
ber, coffee units and newspapers. 
There’s no need for such an enter- 
prise to milk acts, says rep. Actual- 
ly the two shows and three bands 
are used as a come-on for the gam- 
bling casino. 

On taking over in New York he 
was instrumental in the firing of an 
employee of the Brazilian Informa- 
tion Bureau who had been booking 
acts out of that semi-official office. 
Acts had been invariably fleeced. 


KING MAY G0 ROUND 
WORLD IN 40-FOOTER 


Jean Paul King, the announcer, is 
sailing Saturday for Florida in a 40- 
foot boat. Wife and baby along. 

Whether the trip will be limited to 
a Florida winter or extended to a 
stunt cruise around the world is yet 
to be decided. 


A. M. Loew in Mex 


Mexico City, Oct. 18. 

Arthur M. Loew, head of Metro’s 
international department, is due to 
arrive here tomorrow (Wednesday) 
from Vera Cruz for about two weeks. 
He’s been in Havana, first stop on 
his current tour of Central and 
South American cities. 

Present trip will extend about two 
months lo..ger after he leaves here. 
Loew planning New York return 
shortly before the ¢nd pf \the ‘year. 
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MUSIC HALL, N. Y. 


Richard Leibert, Glee Club, Rock- 
ettes, Ballet, Gloria Hills, Bob Wil- 
liams, Robert Topping, Three Olym- 
pics, M. H. Symph with Erno Rapee, 
conductor; Mischa Violin, Lamar 
Stringfield, associates; Jacques Gas- 
selin, David Novalis; ‘There Goes My 


Heart’? (UA), reviewed in VARIETY, | 








the aisle while he patters a corny 
flood of goo to his clarinet, whose 
birthday is allegedly being cele- 
brated. Scrim then goes up, reveal- 
ing a highly attractive set and drop, 
with his 14-piece crew and five 
n.s.h-looking femmes dressed in 
white. Lewis warbles ‘I'm Gonna 
Lock My Heart’ while Loretta Lane 
does some so-so tapping. 

Gale Sextet, three guys and three 
gals, terp. All lookers and nicely 
dressed, but routines are only fair. 
Not half so good as when recently 


Sept. 28. | caught at a nitery here, apparently 





Latest stage concoction by Rus- 
sell Markert, ‘Fun-fiesta,’ has all the 
contrasting elements needed for 
popular entertainment. Has a dash 
of old and new, touch of topflight 
vaudeville, classical music and the | 
eye-filling maneuvers of the Rock- 
ettes. There’s also a Colonial dance 
by the ballet corps, and Vin Lindhe’s 
Glee Clubbers even go from soft 
music to swing. ; 

The Glee Club gives further evl- 
dence that it’s more than just a 
vocal combo in novel ‘S(w)ing Ses- 
sion. Starts out with tenor aria, 
‘None So Rare, None So Fair,’ from 
Flotow’s 19th century opera, with | 
particularly effective group war- 
bling. Then the clubbers shift to 
swinging same. Aggregation not only 
switches from one type of melody | 
to another, barely catching its | 
breath, but do several different for- 
mations before blackboard bearing 
names of music masters. 

Clever opening reveals colonial 
mansion at night as Gloria Hills | 
sings ‘Down Home. This set is 
perched on upper half of stage, 
lower portion being finished off 
with giant sunflowers from which 
ballet girls emerge. Offers excuse 
for them to pirouette in spotlighted 
groups and lines. 

Pop vaude appeal comes in unique | 
tricks Bob Williams puts dog, Red 
Dust, through. Dog goes through 
semi-acro feats, flips from floor to 
master’s hands, culminating with a 
one-leg stand, hightlight of the act. | 


‘Ball Masque’ finale is introduced | jast turn being an ice routine. } ’ 
by the singing of Robert Topping |Cjean has assembled a pretty fair 10- | her black gown is hardly suitable for 
and Miss Hills at side of stage as | person skating flash, using a line of | one Of her stature. 


ballroom is slowly revealed behind 
scrim. Whole scene 
lighted until groups of singers do 
‘Three Musketeers, ‘Alice Blue 
Gown,’ ‘Home on the Range’ and 


‘Snow White’ at spotlighted center | 


stage. 

This leads to appearance of Russ- 
costumed group, the Olympics. Two 
men and girl rollerskate on white 
circular table. Topmost feats are 
swinging of femme by one male and 
the solo ballet twirling of the other 
male. 

Gene Snyder’s dance presentation, 
done by the Rockettes, is a fanciful 
routine with familiar formation of 
lines, but includes numerous whirls 
—all done in unison. Group wears 


stymied on the stage by lack of 


,;space. More Lewis chirping next 


and then Whittier wanding the or- 


|chestra in ‘Tiger Rag.’ Lewis again 


pipes ‘When My Baby Cries for Me’ 
with Whittier, okay. 

Danny White, comic terper and 
pantomimic, follows. Strong. Johnny 
Coy, tapster, has good technique but 


STRAND, N. Y. 


Horace Heidt Orch, with King 
Sisters, Alvino Rey, Larry Cotton, 
Agnes & George, Art Carney, Jean 
Farney. ‘The Sisters’ (WB), re- 
viewed in Variety, Oct. 5. 








Horace Heidt appears to be apolo- 
gizing right and left for a sock unit. 
Practically every specialty he introes 
is thrown upon the mercy of the au- 
dience, but the latter, fortunatly, took 
everything to heart opening night 
| (14), 





| The apologies aren’t necessary,! 
‘even though Heidt’s aggregation} 
, doesn’t appear as strong at this) 





to score solidly with ‘Stardust,’ re- 
peating on, usic, Maestro,’ in 
which she has the help of five other 
violins. Three Little Words click in 
harmonizing four tunes, once more 
showing the penchant of the ar- 
ranger to interpolate. Do a hillbilly 
parody, ‘Left Me for the Leader of 
a Swing Band,’ ‘Tavern in the Town’ 
and ‘I Play Fiddle for the Czar.’ 

Ginger Harman is standout as she 
Swings ‘Ol’ Man Mose’ and ‘A-Tisket,’ 
last tune working in comedy bits by 
orchestra members. She’s the band’s 
one contribution to the jitterbugs 
and garners a tremendous salvo, En 
cored ‘A-Tisket’ three times at show 
caught. 

Show closes with band giving 
smooth arrangement of ‘Bolero.’ Due 
to size of orchestra and predomi- 
nance of strings, Spitalny is wise to 


| Broadway outing as it did at the; keep the girls in character, rather 


is not fully | men skaters. 


fails to sell. Another good idea fol-| nearby Loew's State a couple of | 
lows, but that, too, needs plenty | years ago, when the unit impressed | 
ee mee S'tet down trom | ™ one of the top groups around. 
the proscenium. Has five holes,| Weakness now, naturally, is in the 
through which the five gal chirpers | Specialties and not orchestrally, but 
put their faces, lighted from be-| there are no glaring faults and 
hind with small flashlights. They everything gets by. 
sing While Lewis is apparently play-| Per usual, Heidt is more the show- | 
ing the organ and Vera-Ellen does}man than the baton-waver. He} 
a ballet hit. Very slow. “ tstresses this at this date when he| 
Then, heavy scrim is let down, goes into a shag routine with the/! 
bearing Lewis insignia of top hat! femme half of the Agnes and George 
and clarinet. Spotlight in the _pit dance team. It’s a swell topper for 
throws maestro’s shadow against) the stint by the team itself, which, | 
this as he warbles ‘Me and My| incidentally, is introed as a new pro | 


Shadow.’ Scrim later goes UP! entry from Astoria (L.I.) and looks 

while Lewis continues on same much better than the pair that won | 

oy ym vig gal. Then en Harvest Moon Ball. Later in the 

by the Gale six. erO. | show, Heidt supplements his baton- | 
this is n.s.g. 

Another newcomer is Jean Farney, | 

Chicago, Oct. 15. | picked up in Cedar Rapids. She’s a 

Monroe & Adams Sisters, Vic! little thing with an untrained deep 

Clean & Sun Valley Ice Revue,| Anything But Love’ and ‘Meet the 

(10), House Lines; ‘Chaser’ (M-G).| Beat of My Heart.’ It’s only the 

This is 7 . ith the | gets her by, her voice and style not 

oe er See we Me. holding anything distinctive. And 








theme with Whittier and a white| tne recent New York Daily News | 

twirling with a bit of juggling, but | 
STATE-LAKE, CHI 

| young torcher who Heidt claims he | 

Hyde, Three O’Connors, Bobby Mc-| Voice, singing “I Can't Give You 

—- sympathetic buildup, though, that 





|six girls, two femme solos and two| Top clicks of the outfit are still 
Difficulty here is that Alvino Rey, virtuoso on the steel 
ithey’re using composition for the | guitar, and Larry Cotton, tenor, who 
| skating, which tends to slow up the | scores with ‘Ave Maria,’ “There’s a 


| skaters. |Faraway Look in Your Eye’ and 


McClean holds the act together, | ater with the drinking song from 
| working with a femme partner for | La Traviata. Bernie ee 
|some figure skating and returning | the drums, beats the skins wildly 
|later for some barrel jumping and | when the Heidt crew tries to satiate 
\trick work. Femme solo swan dances | the jitterbugs. King Sisters, har- 
'and is burlesqued by a male comic, | Mony trio, actually have little to do, 
|who takes some pratt-falls for the | though one of the girls shows some 
-few laughs in the routine. Line is | Comedy ability in the “Lone Ranger 
|costumed well and routine helps, too. | bit. Major stint ve ee mg 
| Act indicates haphazard production, | the opening special, ‘Fly Outflew the 
| especially the music-cuing. Music is | Flea.’ femmes later also delivering 
| not tied in with the routines, mere- | 2nd dancing (with three of the boys) 
ly cutting off when the routine stops | the Lambeth Walk. te 

instead of being arranged so that| Art Carney does vocal mimicry of 





abbreviated white skirts with red | 


: imusic and performer quit simul- 
and white upper garment and red | taneously. 

Three acts make up a good vaude 
bill preceding the Sun Valley unit. 
Opening are Monroe and the Adams 
Sisters in fine novelty juggling. 
Rhythm juggling of the tambourines 
by Monroe is especially well re- 
ceived. Vic Hyde hurries his turn 
here, giving ’em his one-man band 
stuff and exiting without bothering 
about his dance items, which is 
smart handling, due to the hoofing 
turn that follows. 


masks. 
critic the work is a big click. 

Erno Rapee’s splendid orchestral 
organization, of course, has the first 
few minutes as it plays highlights 
from ‘Orpheus in the Underworld,’ 
by Offenbach, which provides chance 
for the string and reed instruments 
to elaborate. Added item is the vio- 
lin cadenza by Jacques Gesselin and 
David Novalis. Also, there’s Rich- 
ard Leibert at the organ. Wear. 


EARLE, PHILLY 


Philadelphia, Oct. 15. 
Ted Lewis Orch, Eddie Leonard, 
Shelton Brooks, Danny White, Vera- 
Ellen, Johnny Coy, Charles ‘Snow- 
ball’ Whittier, Loretta Lane, Gale 
Sextet, Lou Schrader house orch; 
‘Breaking the Ice’ (RKO). 








Earle this week is Ted Lewis’ first 
stop on a three-month theatre tour. 
He has a revue concocted, in just 
a few days. It’s loaded with good 
ideas and tricky novelties but 
limps most of the way. 

Real bright spots in the 60-minute 
setup are provided by two old- 
timers, Eddie Leonard and Shelton 
Brooks, both of whom are solid. 
They’re on next-to-closing in one of 
the good Lewis ideas. He introes 
the scene as the old Beaux Arts 
Cafe, Philadelphia, in the days when 
B. F. Keith’s and 20 legit houses 
were going strong. It’s celeb night 
and Leonard is up from Keith’s. 
Vet, who’s now 62, in the blackface 
in which he was familiar as ‘The 
Minstrel Man’ a couple of decades 
ago, goes through his old routine, 
chirping his own ‘Ida, 


Even to the most callous | 


Sweet As 


O’Connors, two young men and the 
five-year-old girl. But the trio is 
still vaude dynamite. Boys display 
good, clean family comedy and toss 
in some neat hoofing. Youngster is 
a solid scorer with her warbling, 
crossfire lines and some dancing. 
Biz good last show Friday PS ah 
" old. 


CAPITOL, WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 15. 
Chester Hale Girls, Gale & Car- 
son, Fredric Sylvester & His 
Nephews, Ciro Rimac & His Mu- 
chachos, Phil Lampkin house orch; 
‘Five of a Kind’ (20th). 








Mixture of vaude and revue this 
week has plenty variety and talent, 
although Broadway 
American atmospheres tend to 
clash. Latter is especially true when 
the Rimac’s set rhumba tempo for 
last half of show and entry of tall 
line for joint finale makes midgets 
|of Cubans and deadpans of hoofers. 
| Swing overture, with pit maestro, 
'Phil Lampkin, contributing a 
trumpet solo, opens show. 





Line 


O’Connor Family is now the Three | 


and South, 


|Lionel Barrymore, Al Smith and 
| F.D.R. that are fairly funny, but one 
of the musicians, who’s a dead ringer 
for Charles Butterworth, can be 
given more opportunities. He gets 
laughs.’ 
| Though stressing the novelty more 
| than the music, Heidt’s crew is still 
| plenty forte with a tune. Fact that 
the band isn’t catering strictly to 
the jitterbugs, mixing up the hot with 
the sweet, shows smart forethought. 
That the idea jells was proved by 
| the heavy applause given everything 
‘by a jammed house opening night. 
Show’s running 53 minutes, but 
| actually flies by, evidencing excel- 
lent routining. There are 15 in the 
band, but, with the specialties and 
male choir, 28 people in the outfit. 
Heidt’s band is the first to be 
booked into the Strand on a three- 
week contract, other bands (except- 
ing Johnny Messner’s one weeker) 
thus far having gotten only two- 
week dates. B. o. strength of the 
feature, ‘The Sisters’ (WB), prob- 
ably had something to do with this, 
but Heidt, especially when consid- 
ering that radio buildup, should 
more than hold his own at the 
wicket. Scho. 


LYRIC, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Oct. 15. 
Phil Spitalny Orch (22), Evelyn, 
| Three Little Words, Maxine, Ginger 
| Harman, Glee Club, Louis DaPron; 
‘Garden of Moon’ (WB). 














After a successful season with 
| name men bands, house gives the 
| femmes a chance with Phil Spitalny’s 
| 22-piece girl orchestra providing a 
| nifty 50 minutes. Set is eye-appeal- 


Apple Cider’ in a strong voice and} then taps to ‘LaGiaconda’ overture, | '28, hung in white, and nicely lighted 


attempting his shuffle dance with | 


some trepidation. Avpealing per- 
sonality and real solid  entertain- 
ment win a sympathetic house right 
off the bat. 

Following Leonard, Lewis brings 
to the Beaux Arts’ celeb night ‘Wil- 
liams and Walker. ‘Williams is 
Brooks and ‘Walker’ is T,ewis’ 
shadow. Charles ‘Snowball’ Whit- 
tier. They go through a comic pat- 
ter routine, getting off some fairly 
strong gags and some okay terp- 
ing. Brooks is then introed as him- 
self and pianos two of the tunes 
which he authored. ‘Some of These 
Davs’ and ‘Darktown  Strutters’ 
Ball.’ The former has become close- 
ly associated with Sophie Tucker. 
Brooks’ w2rbling is good and he also 
wins the house. 

Lewis opens the show with an 
usher bringing a birthday cake up 


Fredric Sylvester and his. three 
via acrobatics. 
headstand stunt. 

Gale and Carson hold ’em with 
chatter and nut hoofing and intro- 
duce the Rimacs, who take over 


Finish strong with 


show with fast, smooth variety. 
Nobody in act uses mike and en- 





; art. 
| Highlights are Juanita’s rhumba 
,and ‘La Congo,’ Marguerita’s Span- 
‘ish dance and ‘LaCucaracha’ bit, 
| Charlie Boy’s frequent bursts of nut 
|hoofing and vocalizing and Nina’s 
}several dances with Rimac. Line 
| back in sock red and yellow scarf 
|costumes for clever, modified Span- 
‘ish hoofing, which, unfortunately, 
| Clashes with the real thing. 


Bix light. Craig. 


trances and exits are lessons in the | contrast. 


|in pinks and blues, making a pretty 


midgets follow to keep up interest | picture with the white satin cos- 


| tumes of the girls. Arrangements 
are good, with interpolations worked 
in for various sections on almost 
every number. 

There’s class in the opening, with 


entire stage for sock latter half of! fiddles setting the pace on ‘Hun- 


garian Rhapsody.’ Orchestra then 
goes into swing, ‘Milenberg Joys,’ for 
Maxine, deep-voiced sing- 
er, does well with a romantic med- 
ley of ‘Man I Love’ and ‘Body and 
Soul,’ repeating with the Three Little 
Words and Glee Club on ‘Shortenin’ 
Bread.’ Louis DaPron, sole gentle- 
man visible on stage throughout, 
| with exception of maestro, comes on 
jin tails to contribute taps that are 
well received. 

Brass section shines on appealing 
arrangement of ‘Toy Trumpet.’ Eve- 








lyn steps down from fiddle section | 


than making an attempt to imitate 
the brash arrangements of male con- 
temporaries. 
House full at last show Friday (14). 
Kiley. 


STATE, HARTFORD 
“Hartford, Oct. 15. 
Four Warners, Harlem Highlander 
Swingsters (6), Bob Easton & Co. 


(3), Three Radio Aces, Warren Hy- 


mer Co. (4), Steve Evans, Five El- 
gins, Sam Kaplan house orch; ‘Ar- 
son Racket Squad’ (Rep). 


House this week has a sock show, 
although Warren Hymer on the 
marquee fails to draw the custom- 
ers. 
Following a pop medley by the 
house band, Bob Easton, as m. c., 
introduces the Four Warners, 
mother, father, their daughter and 


son. Boy fiddles and dances, gal vo- 
cals, and parents hoof. At closes 
with all doing some fair hoofing. 


The Harlem Highlander Swing- 
sters, colored, are attired in red 
jackets and green kilts. Four sing 


while one drums and the other bull- 
fiddles. Get over fair when they 
swing several Scottish numbers. 
Easton then gags, sings and dances 
with midget, Ondee Odett. His act 
up to standard with previous ap- 
pearance here. Miss Odett vocals 
effectively ‘Why Should I Be Big’ 
to click. She encores an additional 


chorus. Kay Stuart, a looker, as- 
sists with the gags. 

Three Radio Aces’ vocalizing 
wins heavy palm _ patter. Boys 


easily sell a medley, from swing to 
opera, and then go into ‘Let the 
Rhythm Go to Your Feet,’ ‘Dark 
Eyes,’ and ‘Tiger Rag.’ 

Hymer, assisted by his wife (Vir- 
ginia Myers), making her first stage 
appearance, his manager (Guy Ren- 
nie) and Thomas Tempest, does a 
stickup sketch. Breaking away from 
his familiar stock picture role of the 
dumb cluck, Hymer portrays an il- 
literate, but smart, crook, which 
goes over big. Rennie sings two 
songs to get by. 

In next-to-closing, Steve Evans 
gets over best with his impersona- 
tions, especially of a hunky on a 
tear and Mussolini. He encores with 
a dramatic impersonation of the 
late Lon Chaney as the ‘Hunch- 
back of Notre Dame.’ Bill closes 
with good juggling by the Five El- 
gins. Eck. 


STRAND, BROOKLYN 


Toy & Wing, C. Ray Smith, Bill 
Bailey, Cass Daley, Tom Howard & 
George Shelton, Teddy King house 
orch (13) with Midgie Fellows; 
‘Secrets of An Actress’ (WB). 








Going into its fifth full week as a 
vaudfilmer, Strand is taking some 
time catching on. However, busi- 
ness was pretty good last show Fri- 
day (14). 

Tom Howard and George Shelton, 
the headliners, disappoint. Act has 
cleaned up, since playing Billy Rose’s 
Casa Manana, N. Y., recently, but 
in the No. 4 spot here their chatter 
slows proceedings somewhat, al- 
though they’re good for some giggles. 

Rest of the show is right in the 
groove, comboed with Teddy King’s 
house band on the stage. Toy and 
Wing (New Acts) give bill a fast 
preem with some clever tapping. 
They’re Chinese, but do standard 
American stuff. Deucer C. Ray Smith 
(New Acts) and his marionets are a 
fast click. 

Bill Bailey, young Negro tapster, | 
handles the third rung well. Al-| 
though doing just a-little less than at | 





his recent showing in his own back-| ter songs. | 
yard, the Apollo, Harlem, he more|edges, he’s 


than satisfies. Uses Bill Robinson’s | 
clog style to gain plaudits of au-! 
dience, which makes him encore. 
Like Bailey, Cass Daley (New 
Acts), comedienne-songstress, has | 
been around in niteries. Recently | 
played Loew's State, on Broadway. | 
Writes swell finis to vaude portion | 
of show. 
Flesh runs 60 minutes and is| 
pretty compact. King breaks into the} 
middle of show with a song solo and_| 
his vocalist, Midgie Fellows, also} 
eontribs, She's in her. third week | 
here and is still a little too self- 
conscious. Came from the borscht 
circuit and indicates she’s copying 
too many styles. 
. Band is too brassy, and lacks dis- 
tinction in arrangements. Hurl. | 


——— 


STATE, N. Y. 


Freddie Bartholomew, Allen and 
Croel, Three Swifts, Saul Grauman 
Sr? Steeplechase; ‘Boys Town? 
( - . 








Pretty dull stage show, although 
turns are individually okay. Freddie 
Bartholomew (New Acts) may give 
house okay week, with strength from 
Metro’s ‘Boys Town.’ 


Bill opens with Gautier’s Steeple- 
chase, standard pony and dog act, 
and well liked. Bartholomew then 
makes his first appearance for a’ses- 
sion at the loudspeaker. He handles 
himself with the maturity of a mid- 
dle-aged diplomat. Gag routine has 
him professing to be nervous, but if 
he was, there was no visible sign. 
On the cortrary, he seemed the acme 
of poise when caught. 

Allen and Croel (New Acts) do 
nothing in particular, but do it with 
| easy-going eclat to ingratiate them- 
selves with the customers. The 
Three Swifts juggle to nice giggles. 
An encore by Master Bartholomew 
has him backed by film footage of 
Judy Garland specially made to be 
part of the personal appearance. 
| Saul Grauman’s flash act climaxes 
| with four girls and Grauman beat- 
ling out a musical number on stairs 
that are hitched to chimes. Ii's fast 
and novel. Land. 





HIPP, BALTO 





Baltimore, Oct. 16. 

| Gae Foster Girls (16), Lewis & 
| Van, Slim & Slam, Marjorie Gains- 
| worth, Tim & Irene; ‘Mad Miss Man- 
| ton’ (RKO). 

| Strong lineup, with Gae Foster line 
|} punching out three okay routines, 
| which makes for pleasant change 
| from straight vaude and band book- 
ings of recent weeks. Runs a full 
| 60 mins., and customers go for the 
works. 

Opening by line, in unison hoof to 
‘A-Tisket,’ brings on Lewis and Van, 
youthful lads in tails, who give out 
with sock tappin~ on tiny stairs to 
tricky musical accompaniment. Fol- 
low with speedy challenge and tie 
matters up tightly. Slim and Slam 
hold pace with jive singing to ac- 
companiment of guitar and bulle 
fiddle. Mix in licks at vibraphone, 
piano and hoofing to sell nicely. 

Softshoe rhythm tap by line pre- 
cedes Marjorie Gainsworth. Blonde 
has easy style of singing, giving out 
with specially arranged medleys, 
from nursery rhymes to opera, all 
nicely handled and adroitly sold. Has 
to beg off. 

Tim and Irene score strongly with 
good material, Irene in particular 
doing her tearful ‘Nobody Cares’ to 
excellent returns. Good gagging and 
strong finish with ‘Bei Mir Bist Du 
Shoen’ earn a strong curtain. Closing 
routine by line, walking on balls in 
tricky formations is a swell flash. 

Biz fair. Burm. 


PALACE, CLEVE. 


Cleveland, Oct. 15. 
Morris, Johnnie (‘Scat’) 











Wayne 


_ Davis Orch, Slate Bros. (3), Frazee 
| Sisters 


(2), Conklin and Thomas, 
Meredith, Faye Carroll; ‘Valley of 
Giants’ (WB). 





Tieup of Wayne Morris on stage 
with his latest film opus, ‘Valley of 
Giants’ (WB) gives this RKO house 


its breeziest vaude bill of the fall 
season so far, in addition to mar- 
quee socko that hasn’t been equaled 
here often. Hollywood player had 
been slated for a date two weeks 
ago, but was postponed so that pic- 
ture and he could make a stronger 
combo. . 

Unit as a result was also pruned, 
but choppings after first perform- 
ance resulted in quicker pickup and 
more emphasis on young, blonde 
star. Although he still takes a be- 
lated walkon, cast has plenty of 
amiable, smart gagging built around 
the likeable lad, whose sincerity is 
disarming. 

Slate Bros. (3) or Johnnie (‘Seat’) 
Davis are with him continually to 
fine advantage. The Slates do every- 
thing in the way of rib-tickling 
heckling. Without them or the help 
of picture, Warners’ lad might find 
it tough going. 

Scat-hounds go hot for Davis’ 
hoarse-voiced, but galvanizing, jite 
While he has some rough 
developing excellent 
showmanship. Handles a gag neatly 
and pleases with his slam-bang 
trumpeting. He carries a violinist, a 
gal who's called Meredith on the 
billing. 

Slates’ familiar act of knock-’em- 
down buffoonery blends well. A lite 
tle too much suggestion for conserv- 
ative natives, yet by and large 
they’re satisfactory. Faye Carrell is 
the blonde foil for the brothers. 
Frazee Sisters get in some rifty 
close harmony that’s better than 
their recent work at Great Lakes 
Expo. Trickiest numbers are ‘Joseph’ 
and ‘Says My Heert.’ Conklin and 
Thomas are the flashiest items in 


two brief but vivid shag exhibi- 
tions. 
Biz extra good. Pullen. 
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VARIETY HOUSE REVIEWS 


VARIETY 








APOLLO, N. Y. 


Lucky Millinder Orch, with Grace 
Grainger, Trevor Bacon; Roy White, 
Dorothy Jones, Sunshine and Sam- 
my, Sleepy Williams, Sonny and 
Shirley Dall, Sandy Burns, Johnny 
LaRue, George Wiltshive, Vivian 
Harris, House Line (16), ‘City 
Streets’ (Col). 








It’s all production at the Apollo 
this week, and plenty overboard. 
Current show adds up to 95 mins., 
which is too much flesh when a good 


portion of it is tied into dances, etc. 

Lucky Millinder’s Orchestra (Band 
Reviews) takes a healthy bite of the 
time, being on about 40 mins., but 
it’s made easier to take, due to his 
two vocalists and Sonny and Shirley 
Dall. Opening setting, a striking bit 
of production, runs 24 mins. It’s 
tagged ‘Heaven to Hell’ and starts 
out in a dramatic vein through a 
comedy skit, and fades with the 
house line and Roy White. White 
and Dorothy Jones duo, ‘I Married 
an Angel,’ which fits neatly into the 
theme. Sandy Burns, George Wilt- 
shire and Johnny: La Rue pull their 
antics midway, in a skit which has 
Wiltshire togged as Mephisto. Line 
is in abbreviated red costumes, en- 
tire scene, after shift from ‘Heaven,’ 
lighted by dancing red flame effect. 
Ball-bearing bumper from_ the 
chorus gets in a few licks here, 

Sunshine Sammy and Sleepy Wil- 
liams is the only outside turn to 
work alone. Colored acrobatic tap- 
sters get themselves over without 
any trouble. Top hat and tails in 
the getaway ‘Posin’’ number gives 
’em an overdressed appearance. Dis- 
card the kellys, however, for follow- 
ing soft shoe and acro. Turn is fast 
and well liked. 

Sonny and Shirley Dall come in on 
Millinder. after the band shifts from 
pit to stage. Boy and girl dancers’ 
forte is the shag, which by now is 
passe onstage. But the way these 
two handle it gives it new life. First 
call is a mixture of shag, truckin 
and what have you, with the terps 
not half as interesting as the excel- 
lent rhythmic treatment given them 
by the girl, in black-pleated, full- 
length evening outfit and red bolero, 
and boy in tails. Clean, fresh ap- 
pearance helps, too. 

Dorothy Jones, nice-looking col- 
ored songstress, follows the opening 
bit, preceding Sunshine and Sleepy. 
It’s an added turn done in one while 
stage scene is shifted. Her selections 
are bad here. Does ‘Now It Can Be 
Told’ in a high, thin voice that’s un- 
natural key for her. Previous ‘I 
Married an Angel’ was more her 
style. 

Line is on again about midway 
for the outstanding producticn piece. 
It’s a nursery setting, with the 
ponies togged as youngsters and 
Miss Jones as teacher. Bit is built 
around the tune, ‘Swingin My 
Nursery Rhymes.’ Incorporates some 
good work by the girls in unison 
taps, helped immeasurably by the 
solid swing from the pit. 

Comedy setup is on once again be- 
fore Millinder emerges from behind 
a drop. Two comedians, Wiltshire 
and Vivian Harris, use a meaning- 
less piece that earns ’em a few 
laughs. Grace Grainger and Trevor 
Bacon are Millinder’s vocalists and 
covered under his band review. 


STANLEY, PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 15. 
Chick Webb Orch (16), Ella Fitz- 
gerald, Lindy Hoppers (4), Chuck & 
Chuckles; ‘Touchdown, Army’ (Par). 








Only letdown in Chick Webb's ses- 
sion of molten melody is at the get- 
away. After that, it’s scat, jive and 
everything else in the new musical 
dictionary, with the customers going 
for it all. House has never seen any- 
thing quite like it, not even in Benny 
Goodman's palmiest days here. Those 
uninhibited balcony jitterbugs were 
practically dancing in the aisles, 
stomping, cheering, moaning and 
otherwise working themselves into 
ecstasy at show caught. 

It’s a first time for Webb here, but 
that’s of small consequence since his 
discs and radio time have preceded 

im. Crew’s virtually all brass, but 
Webb also has a flock of specialists 
who can step out and beat away the 
hottest solos this side of jitterland. 
There’s about half a dozen one-man 
jam sessions on the roster and they 
add to the frenzy. 

_Webb keeps in background, letting 
his drums talk for him, while an un- 
billed, good-looking batoneer fronts 
for the outfit. Maestro is wise in 
holding his show down to the 45- 
minute mark since too much of this 
wild swing tends to grow wearing. 
As it is, there’s just enough and 

ebb leaves ’em clamoring for more. 
Weakest portion of the layout proper 
is Webb's five-man jam outfit, but 
it’s only a brief session and doesn’t 
slow things down too much. 

From a b.o. standpoint, just as im- 
portant as Webb himself is Ella Fitz- 
gerald, so completely identified now 
with ‘A-Tisket,’ which she popular- 


ized, that they were yelling for it| 


minute she put in an appearance on 
opening day. Gives them three other 
numbers first before swinging the 
nursery rhyme and then sticks 
around for the torrid finale. Miss 


Fitzgerald at times has a style not) 


unlike Maxine Sullivan’s although 


she doesn’t stick exclusively to the 
quiet, rolling vocal quality, giving 
her throaty pipes a stiff, booming 
workout as well. Curtain alone got 
her off. 

Webb’s also carrying two acts, 
Lindy Hoppers (4), who do every- 
thing but toss each other over foot- 
lights. Kids, however, seem to have 
more energy than talent but they 
get by, although not in a class with 
other hopping turns that have played 
here recently. Chuck and Chuckles 
hit the groove with some comedy 
hoofing and a short splash of patter. 
Slow in getting started and should 
tighten the routine. 

Dave Broudy’s house orchestra in 
the pit wisely goes to the other ex- 


medley of light Viennese waltzes. 
Biz big. Cohen. 





History in the making is the way 
| Fox describes the Embassy’s feature 
clip, and history itis. For here, with 
all the inordinate pomposity dicta- 
torial arrogance could muster, the 
victory of militarists over democ- 
racies is shown, and with no holds 
barred. 


Here, as Lowell Thomas describes 
it and Fox unspools the Munich par- 
ley, there’s no questioning a chas- 
tened Chamberlain and Daladier, 
spectively, taking the bitter pill of 
subjugation from Hitler and Mus- 
solini. 

For Hitler and Mussolini there are 
shown wildly cheering crowds, hail- 
ing their conquering heroes as if 
they had just come home from vic- 
tories on the battlefield. For Cham- 
berlain and Daladier there are, too, 
demonstrations, and yet with a cer- 
tain native restraint. There is 
shown the actual signing of the ac- 
cord that guarantees the Reich their 
territorial rights in the Sudeten, 
with all four signers penning their 
names, in closeups. 

Fox and Metro get good closeups 
from planes of the oil fire in Lin- 
den, N. J., for what are probably 
the outstanding clips on the bill as 
far as photography is concerned. 
But for the rest of the card, it’s 
football that takes the top spot, with 
the house featuring Columbia’s 20- 
18 victory over Army, narrated by 
Ted Webbe. From the way the reels 
were showing off the Army backs, 
one might have’ suspected that 
Army won by a lopsided score. 

Since the show opening ran over 
the usual hour, house cut a couple 
of the football games after the oven- 
er, namely, Pitt-Duquesne, So. Cal.- 
Ohio State, UCLA-Washington and 
the New York Giants-Washington 
Redskins pro game. 

The verbal challenges of the 
American Federation of Labor’s 
William Green and John L. Lewis, 
head of the Committee of Industrial 
Organization, are mere continuations 
of the rivalry between the two 
groups for labor control. For the 
screen and headlines, it’s dull stuff 
by now. 

An interesting feature reeled by 
Pathe of a hitherto unpublicized 
talent of President Roosevelt. He's 
an architect, too, it’s revealed, and 
the plans for a country home he’s 
drawn, and their realization, are 
shown. 

Metro shows British soldiers in 
Palestine, attempting to stem the 
fighting between Moslems and Jews. 
There’s some war stuff in China, 
which has been forsaken of late due, 
apparently, to the European crisis. 
But it’s more or less dull. Par has 
an obvious publicity plant in the 
Martha Raye-David Rose marriage. 
Miss Raye is under contract to Par. 

March of Time has a clip on Great 
Britain’s gradual forge into the 
foreground in taking a stand on 
Hitler aggression. Its preparedness, 
the attitude of its people—they’re 
all designed to show that England 
has been slowly rising to- meet an 
emergency should’ Hitler's im- 
perialistic designs exceed its bounds. 





‘Eternal Fire’ 

Initial picture in United Artists’ 
World Windows series of shorts, 
‘Eternal Fire.’ fits trimly into most 
programs. Opened at Radio City 
Music Hall. New York, last week. 
It’s a_ skillful treatment of color 
backed by a superb musical score. 
Simple story, if it can be called such, 
merely depicts the inner workings 
of Mount Vesusvius, the ruins of 
Pompeii as uncovered years after 
buried beneath lava from the vol- 
cano back in 79 A.D., and the mod- 
ern-day Naples situated near Vesu- 
vius. 

Photographers have secured excel- 
lent shots of the molten lava and the 
smoke coming from the volcano’s 
peak. Odd situation is that while 
color photography is highlighted, the 
amazingly dramatic musical score, 
vrovidins background for the scenes, 
really makes the picture even though 
the patron is likely only to exclaim 
over the color effects. Wear. 





Stroud’s 50G Fire 


Stroudsburg, Pa., Oct. 18. 

Stroud theatre, in the center of 
the city’s business district, was 
| swept by fire early last Wednesday. 
|Building, for many years a play- 
house, was reopened as a picture 
| theatre only six weeks ago. 
| Damage estimated at more than 
| $50,000. 





treme in its overture, sticking to a/| 


Embassy Newsreel, N. Y. 


representing England and France, re- | 


ROXY, N. Y. 


F&M production with Abbott & 
Costello, Mario and Floria, Jeanne 
Brideson, Variety Gambols (7), Gae 
Foster Girls, Paul Ash pit orchestra; 
‘Suez’ (20th), reviewed in this issue. 








Current Fanchon & Marco stage 
presentation, despite ‘Suez’ as the 
major draw this and next week, is no 
cheater. It’s a fast, compact but not 
too hooverized set of acts which Paul 
Ash introes from the rostrum, later 
descending for his pit batoning 


chores. Abbott and Costello, comedy 
team from Kate Smith’s radio show 
(and with a program curtsy to Ted 
Collins), have traveled fast and far 
since their first stage appearance in 
Brooklyn early this year. Their stuff 
| now pars their strong radio impres- 
sion, the two-man combo feeding the 
customers a highly impressive total 
| of laughs. 

Mario and Floria are preceded by 
| Jeanne Brideson, concert violiniste, 
who does light foxtrot ballads and 
wisely eschews anything weighty, 
| considering the popular idiom of an 
auditorium of this nature. Miss 
} Brideson, a repeater at this house, is 
igiven a ballet group surrounding to 
|dress the picture, this in turn lead- 
|ing into Mario and Floria’s waltz and 
itango, both impressive on their 
| graceful execution, plus some new 
and difficult poses. 

Variety Gambols (7) comprises 
four men and three girls in a cute 
rah-rah costuming that blends well 
with the collegiate opener. The 
gymnastic septet feature the whirl- 
ing-dervish Arabian school of ground 
work, plus. three-high, pyramid- 
building, and a little trampoline 
work thrown in. 

The Gae Foster Girls introduce a 
new, tough sequence, this time walk- 
ing on ladders. Like their past 
highlight performances on cycles, 
spheres, etc., when repeated the line 
will undoubtedly be more proficient 
in walking its unbalanced ladders 
than this time out. 

Abbott and Costello are in the tail 
spot. Bud Abbott is the bombastic,, 
neo-Dutch comic; Lou Costello a 
corking line-feeder. Jack Megley 
introduces them, a la radio program, 
and their stuff is supposedly a visual 
broadcast against a CBS background 
and a prop on-the-air signal, even 
down unto the applause cards. Lat- 
ter aren’t needed, however, as the 
team’s results are spontaneous. 

Biz big opening day. Pic had been 
given an extra heavy ballyhoo in th 
dailies, Abel. 


TOWER, K. C. 


Kansas City, Oct. 15. 

Orrin Tucker Orch (16) with 
Bonnie Kaker, Bailey Sisters, Gil- 
bert Mershon & Joe Strassburger, 
Bob Meller, Dale Winthrop, Emery 
& Harriett, House Line (12), Judy 
Conrad House Orch; ‘Affairs of An- 
nabel’ (RKO). 


Vaudfilm at the Tower this week 
is a happy combination of Orrin 
Tucker’s orchestra and added acts, 
the best stage show here in months. 
Band played a cne-night dance date 
here last spring and with that ex- 
ception the theatre booking is its 
first appearance in Kansas City in 
about four years. 

Present date virtually inaugurates 
the band to theatre work, and as a 
stage unit it clicks. By Friday (14) 
night it was proceeding without a 
sag, although running 30 minutes 
over the usual stage show here. 

Tucker as m.c. leads the band 
off in a duc of Jerome Kern num- 
bers which evidence some produc- 
tion behind them. The Bailey Sis- 
ters then do a couple of swing 
songs; they’re okay. Joe Strass- 
burger imitates Dizzy Dean in pan- 
tomiming the national pastime, and 
classes as something different. 

Emery and Harriett take over for 
a or routine. They’re local 
winners of a recent dance contest 
held in the Muny auditorium and 
this marks their first professional 
appearance. Their jittering is in the 
groove but they need a few more 
performances behind them. 

Band here becomes a glee club 
for an arrangement of ‘Carefree’ 
and follows with ‘A Little Kiss,’ 
with Tucker vocalizing. Production 
shows again to strong advantage in 
these numbers. Bob Neller, with his 
dummy, Dizzy Dugan, is on for a 
ventriloquist turn and closes by 
cleverly using Tucker as his dummy. 
Neller’s ability is 100° and his 
material is more than adequate. 














vort in a modernistic routine done 
to Rachmanioff's ‘Prelude.’ Bonnie 
Baker cops the honors. Gal is strong 
on personality and voice. On for 
a duo of numbers, she’s called on 
for several encores. She appears to 
have picture possibilities, but hasn’t 
been used in anything but shorts 
(Par) to date. 

In a five-minute turn. Dale Win- 
throp, K. C. tapper, marks her re- 
‘turn to the stage after a_ Javoff 





a few months ago. 

Band closes with another. nro- 
duction number, involving Gilbert 
|Mershon, tenor. leading the glee 
'elub; Tucker and the gal singers 
| doing an old-time number in a va- 
riety of rhythms. Quin. 


The Adorables (12). house line, ca- | 


NEW 


ACTS 





FREDDIE BARTHOLOMEW 
Taik, With Film 

14 Mins. 

State, N. Y. 

Metro’s 14-year-old boy star makes 
an attractive personality as projected 
from the Staie’s stage. Combination 
headliner and master of ceremonies, 
he is, at the same time, a young man 
who needs little of the self-con- 
sciously written lines of apology put 
into his mouth. Whoever piloted 
him thought it wise to build up the 
boyish uncertainty. Actually the 
lines about being nervous were the 


least plausible and convincing, be-| 


cause Bartholomew’s cool deport- 
ment belied any jitters. After all, the 
State audiences are accustomed to 
real stage fright—newspaper col- 
umnists, for example. 

His preliminary routine, 
house p.a. pedestal, consumed about 
four minutes. Thereafter he reap- 
peared to introduce, with little com- 
ment but excellent diction, the vari- 
ous turns on the bill. Main dish was 
a specially-produced exchange with 
Judy Garland. First they speak to 
each other, she from the screen, he 
from the stage. Then he joins her 
on the screen for an exchange in 
which Mickey Rooney steps in for a 
comedy touch. Miss Garland whams 
over a song from Walter Pidgeon’s 
next picture. and Miss Garland bows 
off. Bartholomew then resumes in 
the spotlight. 

Whole thing handled in a show- 
manly and intelligent manner. 

Land, 


| 


C. RAY SMITH 
Marionettes 

10 Mins.; One 
Strand, Brooklyn 


This turn looks to have been 
around plenty, act never getting that 
much finesse in a rehearsal room. 
It’s a puppet turn without illusion, 
Smith standing out front and work- 
ing with spotlight aid on very small 
portable stage with backpiece. <A 
plenty oke deucer. 

Starter is a doll diva with music 
coming from phonograph attachment 
by aid of an assistant. Went off 
‘night caught, with Smith having to 
bring second entry to line quickly. 
Ballroom dancers take second spot 
normally, but filled in for mechani- 
cal difficulty on recording. Diva 
later returned. Closer is a monu- 
ment to ambidexterity of Smith and 
his assistant, who enters for closing 
trick of a piano duet. Use two long- 
haired dolls at baby babygrands. 

Piano duet offer medley of three 
songs, which from out front looks 
very much like two midgets banging 
away. Actions are the ultimate in 
cleverness, they’re that 
don’t overlook a mannerism or bit 
of biz and are perfectly timed. 

Similar turn is done by Bob 
Bromley, who also uses an operatic 
diva, colored hoofer and _ pianist, 
with phonograph accompaniment. 
Only Bromley doesn’t use an assist- 
ant in manipulating the pupres 

url. 


KEATON AND ARMFIELD 

With Duke 

Comedy, Dancing, Songs 

8 Mins. 

Felly, Brooklyn : 

This is apparently a vet act, with 
a new addition for novelty. The 
regular act is pretty much standard 
vaude stuff, but the novelty addition 
is surely novel. It could be worked 
into a bright combo. 

Keaton and Armfield offer the cus- 
tomary crossfire of chatter, with the 
girl doing a fairly amusing imper- 
sonation of Hepburn, plus goofy in- 
terjections. She also offers some 
agile dancing of various styles. Not 
exactly a smash, but it’s faintly 
reminiscent of Charlotte Green- 
wood’s gangling hoofology. This girl 
has fair looks and a personality. Man 
is a eg feed. 

Novelty is introduced as Duke, the 
Ghost of Swing. .He ambles on as a 
deadpan and what follows is appar- 
ently the nucleus of what may de- 
velop into a funny comedy session. 
Presently, however, they let Duke 
do his real stuff, which is simply a 
freak-voice imitation of hot trumpet 
playing. That’s okay for a brief 
novelty, but is now way overboard. 
When they realize the trumpet fak- 
ing is only good for a couple of mo- 
ments and get to werk on the com- 
edy inherent in the embalmed stooge 
stuff, it should be a very a act. 

obe, 


TOY and WING (2) 
Novelty Dancing 
Eight Mins.; One 
Strand, Brooklyn 

Mixed Chinese tap dancing team 
are working in front of band here. 
| Theirs is a novel offering. 
, Opener is a waltzy-ballroomy type 
of tapping while embraced. Smooth- 
| ness of performance, is an asset. Sec- 
!ond routine is challenge work, girl 
'doing haunch dancing on one leg, 
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ELIZABETH 1..LBOT-MARTIN 
Mimic 


8 Wins. 
Rainbow Roo... N. ¥. 
Elizabeth ‘..cot-Martin is a 


mimic from t. 2 


west coast. She’s 
n.g. for the e: 


coast, at least so far 
as her bag of .icks as shown here 
is concerned. ay pass as a parlor 
entertainer, bu. tne ballyhoo anent 
her Ruth Di. cr penchant is so 
much. exagge:. .on. Miss Talbot- 
Martin may }~<. saivage herself by 
proper routini: * and extra material, 
because she e. 2ees some flair for 
that sort of th .,, but she’s as lack- 
ing in materic. as in a proper sense 
of presentation, 


She does a ! | of little things, but 


they add up in.» nothing substantial, 


| Her Mrs: Rocs 
at the| burn version o: ‘How Now Brown 


| McPherson; h:- 





realistic; | 


| 





high kicks, etc., while boy brings in| 
caused by an accident at the Tower  @crobatic hurdling and trick stuff | 


with his gams. 
| via shagging. 


| 


Do a fast pullaway 


; mess jacket, while partner favors 
modified Chinese dress 


| satin. All very cute but they don’t 


i rest on that—they perform. Hurl. 


| Boy is dressed in tails and later a’ 


i 


| 


_olt takeoff; her Hep- 


Cow’; her satire on Aimee Semple 
conceptions of the 
Russian ballet, “e Siamese school of 
dancing and ‘:e Martha Graham 
style of terp-in :rpreting a dramatic 
love scene, n¢evcr wholly impress. 
Miss Talbot-Me.iin needs an author 
and a stager. Abel. 


CASS DALEY 
Singing, Com y 
12 Mins.; Onc 
Strand, Broci: .a 

Cass Daley i. uynamic, personable 
and able. Shcs probably as good a 
singing come: cnne as is around. 
Closed show h2-e with a bang after 
following a pretty good bill. 

Miss Daley dcesn’t ape, she’s a 
definite stylist and as such looks to 
have something to offer Hollywood. 
Has a throaiy though not a good 
voice, but then she doesn’t need it. 
She’s puts too much oomph into her 
songs to leave room for tonal quali- 
ties. 

Comes on stage with a sock and 
keeps it up until encored off. Has 
so many facial, body and voice con- 
tortions that its hard to keep track. 
Eccentricity is keynote throughout 
warbling of ‘The Gypsy in My Blood’ 
and a medley of several pops. Lat- 
ter is a novelty song of a hectic ro- 
mance with lyrics. Vitality is pro- 
jected clear across lights. 

Girl has advantage of brunet at- 
tractiveness and nice dressing. Wears 
a white evening gown that shows off 
her streamlining to advantage. She 
worked in last ‘Ziesfeld Follies’ and 
has played the nitery belt. She's 
suited for any theatrical ager : 

url. 


ALLEN and CROLL 
Songs, Dances,.'salk 
10 Mins.; One 

State, N. Y. 

Man and. woman frolic without 
much form or continuity, put over 
in an effortless, good - humored, 
lightly kidding siyle, Not very funny, 
not very socky, not very anything. 
But thoroughly pleasant as they fool 
around a prop piano with trick 
travelling habits. Both are in the 
modern idiom, 

Gal lifts an elegant hoop skirt are 
rangement and taps out some better- 
than-fair hoofery’ She is dainty 
and petite, He is tall and soup-and- 
fished, Jointly they re-emphasize the 
importance of how, not what, Land. 


BELL and BEDINI 
Comedy, Songs 
Folly, Brooklyn 

Act looks as if it had been around. 
Mixed pair are on twice here, be- 
sides which Bedini, the male half of 
the act, m.c.’s the show. 

Each sings a couple of numbers, 
none too well. Apparently they 
realize that; however, for they use 
the vocalizing only as a springboard 
for cross-fire and general rough- 
house. He generally straights and 
she gets the flippers. He finales by 
taking off his coat and pants, emerg- 
ing in a long white nightgown. It’s 
that kind of an act. ipoff on hig 
m.c.-ing is the fact that he frequent- 
ly neglects to name the acts he 
intros, Hobe 


FLYING MARCOS (3) 
Gymnasts 
6 Mins. 
Folly, Brooklyn 

With a bit more showmanship, this 
would be a click turn in any the- 
atre. Trio of lads offer a flock 
of difficult stuff on three hori- 
zontal bars ranged parallel across 
the stage. Tricks are all tough and 
are all done smoothly and: with 
casual brilliance. But they haven't 
done anything to hoke it up and 
give the cash customers a treat, 


Even the really brutal ones are made ° 


to look so easy that the spectators 
are deprived of a wallop. There’s 
not even a net or mat underneath 
to make it look dangerous. What's 
more, the boys wear outfits that no 
self-respecting stevedore would be 
seen in. 

Besides its skill, the act has one 
bright spot. That is the third mem- 
ber of the troupe, a tramp comic, 
whose stuff is genuinely adept and 
funny. Hobe, 


B. E. Fay Seeking Office 
Providence, Oct. 18. 
Bernard E. Foy, manager of Majese 
tic, has entered the political arena 





of white | 2nd is runnin~ “cr alderman on the 


Republican tickct in the city’s eighth 
ward, 
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Some people are allergic to charts. They 


get dizzy just from watching. 





Ke 


er 5 


We're very fond of charts, especially 
those with the zig-zag lines going UP! 


Right now, what with car loadings, big- 
ger button-holes, second helpings and 
all those other business indices it looks 
like prosperity is coming out from 
around that corner. 


As we go to press, newspaper dispatches 
‘published nationally tell of a sharp 
business upturn, a gain in momentum 
that is bringing about the greatest 
second half expansion in ten years! 


M-G-M prepared for it months ago, is 
ready for it this Fall and Winter as 
never before in its history! 


Stars and stories and manpower and 
resources! Big productions! 


Our release schedule from August to 
New Year’s is geared in anticipation of 
‘what is happening in America! 


Geared for “A” times with “A” pictures! 
Your future is very rosy, Mr. Exhibitor. 


x~nxerek re 


ROLLING ALONG! 


“Boys Town” continues big everywhere. 
“Thanks for telling us to hold it extra 
days,”’ writes R. L. Kehr, Nebraska ex- 


' hibitor, and that’s typical of hundreds 


of accounts. ‘‘Too Hot To Handle” 
hold-overs are mounting too. It’s a smart 
policy to keep your playing time ready 
for M-G-M hold-overs. ‘“‘Stablemates”’ is 
another soul-satisfying hit! 


kerk 


“DR. KILDARE’s’ TONIC! 


Flash! As we go to press. Good medicine 
is “Young Dr. Kildare” in Norfolk, Read- 


ing, Memphis. M-G-M’s new series (with 


Dr. Lew Ayres) is off to a healthy start. 


A NEW NOTE IN 
-_ FAN MAGAZINE 
“> ADVERTISING! 


The column reproduced to 
the right will be read by your 
patrons. 


Leo, who has been telling you 
about his M-G-M affairs these 
many years through the trade 
press, now appears also in 
all fan magazine ads with a personal column 
addressed to the fans. Leo’s happy to talk to 
this nationwide audience and he believes he’s 
going to help you sell additional tickets. Some- 
thing new all the time from that frisky Lion! 
tke Ke 


‘‘White-haired boy’’ 





LEW 
GOING 
UP! 


The mailman 
at the studio 
is as good a 
_ barometer of 
publicinterest 
ol , as anything 
we can name. He's s carrying a lot of letters to 
handsome young Lew Ayres these days. Lew did 
a sincere job in ‘‘Holiday,” followed with an 
engaging performance in “Rich Man —Poor 
Girl.”” Then the ticket-buyers started a Lew 
Ayres boom! M-G-M likes to build stars for 
the public that worships them, so Lew Ayres 
is going up. When you see “Young Dr. Kildare”’ 
you'll know he is ‘UP! 
kk kkk 


we nen AES OF TALENT! 


The announcement of 
A NewYork Cinderella” 
ith Spencer Tracy and 
§ Hedy Lamarr in the lead- 
ing roles is evoking plenty 
of trade interest. No per- 
sonality within recent 
j years has sky-rocketed 

Z ‘© to such fame in so short 
a time. The magazines cry for her photos. 
Interviewers besiege her. ‘Screen find of the 
year” said Motion Picture Daily. And Holly- 
wood Reporter states: “She is destined to 
reach great heights. She has more sex, more 
rare beauty than the screen has seen for many 












will be a sensation.”” Add another bright name, 
gentlemen, to your list of M-G-M’s golden stars! 
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“CITADEL” TRADE We 
SHOWS! 


Until you see it with your own eyes you 
won't really know. And when you do 
see it you’ll never stop talking about it. 
Nationwide screenings this week at 
strategic points of M-G-M’s magnificent 
drama “The Citadel”. We’ll publish your 


comments on this page if you’ll write us 











what you thought. 


days, and with it definite artistry. Hedy Lamarr | 
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With everybody writing a col- 
umn, I don’t see why I should 
| not take a crack at it myself. 


xk & * 


My idea is to tell you about 
some of the Metro-Goldwyn- 
Mayer pictures and personali- 
ties. And folks, I’ve got the in-. 
side dope on everything that 
goes on in the world’s ne 
studio. 


| 





The late Will Rogers said all he 
knew was “‘what he read in the 
papers.’’ All I know is what I 
see on the screen (and what my 
spies at the studio report to me). 


| x *k * 


You’ve read all about “ The 
Citadel”’ in our advertisement 
this month. It’s made of the 
sterner stuff. Merrier, gayer, 
is “Sweethearts”, which, with 
appropriate fanfare, brings us 
once again that thrush-throated 
pair, Jeanette McDonald and 
Nelson Eddy. 


e: ©. 2 


*‘Sweethearts’’ is their first 
modern musical. Modern as the 
dialogue by Dorothy Parker(the 
“glad girl’’) and Alan Campbell. 

















Hunt Stromberg, who produced 
“‘Naughty Marietta’, “Rose 
Marie” and ‘‘Maytime’’, and 
Director W. S. Van Dyke II, 
are the sweethearts who give 
us “Sweethearts” —and it’s all 
in beautiful Technicolor. 


=e. 


And if you want to hear more 
about pictures, write for my 
little book, ‘“The Screen Fore- 
== cast,” M-G-M 


seh | Studios, Culver 
ee City, Cal. It’s free! 


Just call me Lea 
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acknowledge with gratitude and 


appreciation receipt this week of Box- 
Office Magazine’s Blue Ribbon of merit. 


“Boys Town” won the award for the 


best family film. 


_ Produced bythe company 
» with the best film family. 


You guessed it, the 
Hardys! 
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hearted cooperation is to be expected 
from them. Many independents be- 
lieve that more authority should be 
placed in the hands of theatre op- 
erators and that there should be less 
nationalized control in New York in 
the hands of major company of- 
ficials. 

Typical of squawks now spread- 
ing through the trade regarding slow 
delivery of Movie Quiz pictures was 
reported this week by a New York 
indie. He received his first feature 
in this contest yesterday (Tuesday), 
six weeks after official opening of 
Quiz Guessing and about 10 weeks 
after initial contest pictures began 
playing on the screens of various 
theatres. Because his theatre is in 
the Times Square district and one of 
ace houses of this particular indie 
circuit, the exhib could not under- 
stand the delay. 

If a campaign similar to the one 
being conducted this year is held in 
1939, it undoubtedly will be planned 
far in advance to eliminate the rush 


and obvious confusion that marked | 
working out of details for the pres- | 


ent drive. 
drive together already has brought 
one definite flare-back in the Quiz 
Contest; five contest films had to be 
given a free ride (any answer was 
classified as correct because of errors 
in asking interrogation, typographi- 
cal mistake or change in film mate- 
rial from original version). Now it 
appears that one or two others may 
have to be given the same treatment. 





Aussie’s Own Drive 


Sydney, Sept. 22. 

Talk of local move to make the 
public more pictur: conscious al- 
ready has the backing of Teddy 
Lane, a member of the management 
committee for Greater Union Thea- 
tres, who says that this circuit would 
be solidly behind such a drive. He 
helieves that the plan for a ‘greater 
picture year’ in U. S. could be fol- 
lowed successfully in Australia with 
the cooperation of all branches in 
picture industry. 


First publicity and exploitation 
material on the American campaign 
was received, here from Albert 
Deane, foreign publicity manager 
for Paramount. G.U.T. had been 
readying a campaign of its own for 
the top theatres, but now may fall 
in line with others if an industry 
drive is inaugurated in Australia. 
Industry here staged one a number 
of years ago. 





Acquit Canadian Exhib 
On Manslaughter Charge 


St. John, N. B., Oct. 18. 


Archibald J. Mason, of Springhill, 
N. S., one of the veteran picture ex- 
hibitors of the maritime provinces, 
Was acquitted on a charge of man- 
slaughter in the Circuit Court at 
Amherst, N. S., last week. Mason 
had been committed for trial on the 
charge, which followed the killing 
of a bicyclist on a road near Spring- 
hill in the early morning. Another 
bicyclist, struck by the Mason car 
last June 13, is still in hospital. The 
prosecution sought a conviction on 
the ground that the Mason car was 
on the wrong side of the road. This 
was admitted by the defense, but on 
the stand Mason said he swung over 
from the left to the right side in an 
effort to clear the three cyclists, but 
struck two, clearing the third. 


Police, who examined the Mason 
car reported the brakes and lights 
in good condition. Mason, in his evi- 
dence stated the three bikers were 
on the left side of the road and he 
Swung over to the left to pass them, 
then finding he could not do so he 
Swung his car to the right side. Only 


two of the bicycles were equipped | 


with flashlights. 





. . ° 
Higgins’ Carry On 
Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Second yarn for ‘The Higgins Fam- 
ily’ series is being written at Repub- 
lic although the studio did not renew 
its contract with James Gleason who, 
with his wife and son, Lucille and 
— Gleason, comprise the ‘Fam- 
mye 

Plans are under way to sign the 


Gleasons for a single picture, pre- | 


paratory to negotiations for the 
Whole series, but whether they sign 
or not, ‘The Higgins Family’ will 
continue. 


Advance Production Chart 





; Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Studios are currently shooting 39 pictures, a drop of three from the 42 
facing the cameras as of Sept. 28. Cutting rooms are full, having 76 fea- 


tures feeling the scissors. 
So far this season, as of Oct. 12, studios have either previewed or ree 
leased 75 pictures and still have 322 to go to meet season’s promise of 512. 





Columbia 








Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion | 
Features ......... 40 3 3 5 29 29 
Wesaterms .......- 16 2 1 3 10 10 | 
DER: ‘Kn diw ewe eam 4 0 0 1 3 3 
WE. cawd.ebneas ° 60 5 4 9 4 42 


> 
Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘THE SPIDER,’ serial (for 1938-39), produced by Jack Fier for the 


Irving Briskin unit; co-directed by Ray Taylor and James Horne; screen 
play by Robert Kent, George Plympton, Basil Dickey, Marty Ramson; 





This speed in putting the | 


photographed by Allen Siegler. Cast: Warren Hull, Iris Meredith, Richard 
Fiske, Gloria Blondell, Ann Doran, Mare Lawrence, Johnny Tyrrell, Ken- 
neth Duncan, Beatrice Curtis, Charles Wilson. 


‘BLONDIE,’ produced by Robert Sparks; directed by Frank Strayer; 
screen play by Robert Flournoy from comic strip by Chic Young; photo- 
| graphed by Henry Freulich. Cast: Penny Singleton, Arthur Lake, Larry 

Sims, Dan Mummert, Dorothy Moore, Kathleen Lockhart, Gene Lockhart, 
| Ann Doran, Gordon Oliver, Stanley Andrews, David Newell, Hooper Atch- 
| ley, Dick Curtis, Dick Fiske, Fay Helm, Charles Lane, Hal K. Dawson. 
| Walter Soderling, Eugene Anderson, Jr., Irvin Bacon, Bud Jamison, Ien 
| Wulf, James Flavin, Charles Hamilton, Emory Parnell. ; 
‘REVOLT IN THE SAHARA,’ produced by Lou Appleton; directed by 
| D. Ross Lederman; screenplay by Maxwell Shane from original by Sammy 





| Fuller; photographed by Franz Planer, Cast: Paul Kelly, C. Henry Gor- | 
don, Robert Fiske, Lorna Gray, Dick Curtis, Marc Lawrence, Stanley | 
Brown, Dwight Frye, Al Bridge, Raphael Bennett, Charles Moore. | 

UNTITLED BUCK JONES WESTERN; produced by Monroe Shaff; di- 
rected by Elmer Clifton; no writing credits released as yet; shotosraphed | 
by Eddie Linden. Cast: Buck Jones, Carmen Bailey, Jose Perez, Forrest | 
Taylor, Milburn Stone, Stanley Bylstone, Ernie Adams, Bob Terry, Carlos | 
Villarias, Soledad Jiminez, Tom London, Billy Bletcher, Paul Ellis, Ray | 
Teal, Carl Matthews. 

‘THOROUGHBREDS,’ produced by Ralph Cohn for the Irving Briskin | 
unit; directed by D. Ross Lederman: screen play by Michael Simmons; | 
photographed by Henry Freulich. Cast: Edith Fellows, Cliff Edwards, | 
Jacqueline Wells, Richard Fiske, Robert Paige, Helen Brown, Virginia | 
Howell, Charles Waldron. 

‘NOT FOR GLORY’ (for 1938-39 release), produced by Larry Darmour; | 
directed by Lewis D. Collins; original screen play by Gordon Rigby; photo- 
graphed by James Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Beverly Roberts, Noah 
Beery, Jr., John Qualen, Helen Jerome Eddy, Arthur Aylsworth, Charles 
Middleton, Barbara Pepper, Harry Woods, Vic Potel, Claire Du Brey, Paul 
Everton, Jay Ward, George Cleveland, Tommy Bupp. 

‘HOMICIDE BUREAU’ (for 1938-39 release); associate producer, Jack 
Fier; directed by C. C. Coleman, Jr.; original screen play by Earle Snell; 
photographed by Benjamin Kline. Cast: Bruce Cabot, Rita Hayworih, 
Robert Paige. Marc Lawrence, Ed Fetherston, Richard Fiske, Jane Morgan. 

‘WEST OF THE SANTA FE’ (for 1938-39 release); executive producer, 
Irving Briskin; directed by Sam Nelson; screen play by Bennett Cohen; 





photographed by Allen Siegler. Cast: Charles Starrett, Iris Meredith, 
Sons of the Pioneers, Bob Nolan, Hank Bell, Buck Connor, Dick Curtis, 
Hal Taliaferro, Eddie Cobb. 


‘NORTH OF TEXAS,’ formerly titled ‘CALL OF THE TRAIL’ (for 1938- 


| 39), produced by Harry Decker for the Irving Briskin unit; directed by 


Sam Nelson; screen play by Charles Francis Royal; photographed by | 


Lucien Ballard. Cast: Charles Starrett, Ann Doran, Hal Taliaferro, Dick 
Curtis, Bob Nolan, John Tyrrell, Fred. Burns. 


Columbia Pix Now in Production 


*‘THERE’S THAT WOMAN AGAIN,’ produced by B. B. Kahane; directed | 


by Al Hall; no writing credits released; photographed by Joseph Walker. 
Cast: Melvyn Douglas, Virginia Bruce, Margaret Lindsay, Marc Lawrence, 
Lucille Lund, Tom Dugan, Paul Harvey, Gordon Oliver, Stanley Ridges. 


‘SPY RING,’ produced by Jack Fier for Irving Briskin unit; directed by 
Christy Cabanne; no writing credits released; photographed by Allen Seig- 
ler. Cast: Fay Wray, Ralph Bellamy, Warren Hull, Regis Toomey, Walter 
Kingsford, Lorna Gray, Ann Doran, Paul Whitney, Mae Wallace, John 
Tyrrell, Dick Curtis. 


‘TRAIL OF THE TUMBLEWEED, produced by Harry Decker for the 
Irving Briskin unit; directed by Sam Nelson; original screen play by J. 
Bennett Cohen; photographed by Lucien Ballard. Cast: Charles Starrett, 
Iris Meredith, Dick Curtis, Bob Nolan, Ed LeSaint, Frank Bell, Eddie 
Cobb, Art Mix, Slim Whittaker, Hal Taliaferro, Ed Peil, Dick Botiller, 
Robert Fiske. 

‘WRECKAGE,’ produced by Larry Darmour; directed by Lewis D. Col- 
lins; screen play by Gordon Rigby and Tom Kilpatrick; photographed by 
James S. Brown, Jr. Cast: Jack Holt, Dolores Costello, Pert Kelton, Addi- 
son Richards, Joseph Crehan, Donald Briggs, Holmes Herbert, Carol 
Wayne. Dorothy Granger, Maxine Leslie, Al Bridge, Emerson Treacy, 
Jack Rice, Harry Harvey, Ray Bourbon. 


Metro 





Now Balance to 
Now in Be Placed Stories in 
Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 


Number Number 
of Pix Com- 


Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 

Wenteres .....ccce 50 5 7 4 34 34 
Selznick-Int'l .... 1 0 0 0 1 1 
ee — 5 7 4 35 35 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘THE GREAT WALTZ’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Bernard 
Hyman; directed by Julien Duvivier; no writing credits released as yet; 
photographed by Joseph Ruttenberg. Cast: Luise Rainer, Fernand Gravet. 
Miliza Korjus, Hugh Herbert, Lionel Atwill. Minna Gombell, George 
Houston, Herman Bing, Bert Roach, Christian Rub. 

‘LISTEN, DARLING,’ produced by Jack Cummings: directed by Edward 
Marin; original story by Katharine Brush. Cast: Freddie Bartholomew, 
Judy Garland, Mary Astor, Walter Pidgeon, Scotty Beckett, Gene Lock- 
hart, Alan Hale, Barnett Parker. 


‘THE SHINING HOUR’ (for 1938-39), produced by Joseph Mankiewicz: 


Keith Winters; photographed by George Folsey. Cast: Joan Crawford, 
Margaret Sullavan, Robert Young, Melvyn Douglas. 


Donald, Nelson Eddy, Mischa Auer. Frank Morgan, Ray Bolger. Herman 
Bing. Minna Gombel, Gene and Kathleen Lockhart. Raymond Walburn. 





Lucille Watson, Florence Rice. Reginald Gardiner, Allyn Josivn. Fay 
| Holden, Olin Howland, Terry Kilburn, Betty Jaynes, Douglas McPhail. 


Metro Pix Now in Production 


| ‘DRAMATIC SCHOOL,’ produced by Mervyn LeRoy; directed by Robert | 
| Sinclair; screen play by Ernest Vajda; photographed by Joe Ruttenberg. | 


' 
| 


Cast: Luise Rainer, Paulette Goddard, Alan Marshall, Henry Stephenson, 
Gale Sondergaard, Virginia Grey, Ann Rutherford, Lana Turner, Carol 
Parker. 

‘SPRING DANCE,’ produced by Edward Chodorov; directed by C. Syl- 
'van Simon; screenplay by Edward Chodoroy from play by Philip Barry. 
| Cast: Lew Ayres, Maureen O'Sullivan, Ruth Hussey, Ann Morriss, Joyce 
| Compton. Jacqueline Wells, Burgess Meredith. 

‘STAND UP AND FIGHT,’ produced by Mervyn LeRoy: directed by 

W. S. Van Dyke; no writing credits released yet; photographed by Oliver 


‘and William Ludwig; photographed by Les White. 


| Neville; photographed by 


Marsh. Cast: Robert Taylor, Wallace Beery, Florence Rice, Helen Broder- 
ick, Charley Grapewin. 

‘OUT WEST WITH THE HARDY’S,’ no producer; directed by George 
Seitz; original screen play by Kay Van Riper, Agnes Christine Johnson 
Cast: Lewis Stone, 
Mickey Rooney, Ann Rutherford, Fay Holden, Virginia Weidler, Cecelia 
Parker, Ralph Morgan, Nana Bryant, Sara Hadden, Gordon Jones. 

‘KATHERINE, THE LAST,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Nor- 
man Taurog; screen play by Gerald Savery and Jack Mintz; photographed 
by Clive De Vinna. Cast: Franciska Gaal, Rita Johnson, Barnett Parker, 
Franchot Tone, Walter Connolly. 

‘CHRISTMAS CAROL,’ produced by Joseph Mankiewicz; directed by 


| Edwin L. Marin; no writing credits released; photographed by Sid Wag- 
| ner. 


Cast: Reginald Owen, Gene and Kathleen Lockhart, Terry Kilburn, 
Gene Reynolds, Lynn Carver, Leo G. Carroll, Ann Rutherford, Lionel 
Braham. 

‘ICE FOLLIES,’ produced by Harry Rapf; directed by Reinhold Schun- 
zel; no writing credits released; photographed by Oliver Marsh. Cast: 


Joan Crawford, James Stewart, Lew Ayres, Ice Follies troupe. 


Monogram 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

ef Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rowms Cameras tiop 
POOSUTOS. ccccdeves 26 4 1 1 20 20 
Westerns ......-.:. 16 3 0 0 13 13 
ere y ‘ 42 7 1 1 33 33 


Pictures in the cutting room: 

‘GANGSTER’S BOY,’ produced by W. G. Lackey; directed by William 
Nigh; original story by Karl Brown; screen play by Robert D. Andrews; 
photographed by Harry Neumann. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Lucy Gilman, 
Robert Warwick, Tommy Wonder, Betty Blythe,*Selmer Jackson, Bobby 
Stone, Bradley Metcalf, Louise Lorimer, Huntley Gordon, William Gould, 
Herbert Evans, Jack Kennedy. 

Monogram Pix Now in Production 


‘GANG BULLETS,’ produced by E. B. Derr; associate producer, Frank 
Melford; directed by Lambert Hillyer; original screen play by John <A 
Arthur Martinelli. Cast: Ann Nagel, Robert 
Kent, Charles Trowbridge, Morgan Wallace, J. Farrell MacDonald, John 
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directed by Frank Borzage; screen play by Ogden Nash from play by | 


‘SWEETHEARTS’ (in Technicolor for 1938-39 season), produced by Hunt | 
Stromberg; directed by W. S. Van Dyke; screen play by Alan Campbell | 
and Dorothy Parker; photographed by Olive: Marsh. Cast: Jeanette Mac- | 


T. Murray, Arthur Loft, John Merton, Roger Williams, Duke York, Donald 
Kerr, Carleton Young, Stanley Mack, Harry Strang, Ernie Adams, Isabell 
Lamalle, Martin Spellman, Tom McGuire, Bill Worthington, Bill Lally, 
Eddie Hearn. Frank Nelson, Jack C. Smith, Kernan Kripps, Frank LaRue, 
Frank Hall Crane. 





Paramount 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Res 51 10 3 14 24 24 
Harry Sherman... 7 2 0 3 2 2 
TEE Ss ioteciunt ° 58 12 3 17 26 26 


Pictures now in cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘MEN WITH WINGS’ (in Technicolor-—for 1938-39 season). produced and 
directed by William Wellman; screen play by Robert Carson; photo- 
graphed by W. Howard “reene. Cast: Fred MacMurray, Ray Milland, 
Louise Campbe , Andy Devine, Edgar Kennedy, Walter Abel, Porter Hall, 
Gene Reynolds, Cheryl Walker, Billy Cook, Dorothy Tennant, James Burke, 
Virginia Weidler, Harvey Stephens, Helen Dickson, Lillian West, Grace 
Goodall, Kitty Kelly, Lynne Overman, Donald O’Connor, pilots—Paul 
Mantz, Tex Rankin, Frank Clarke, Dick Rinaldi, Robbie Robinson, Frank 
Tomick, Herb White, Jerry Phillips, Ace Brunguiner, ely Andrews, 
Howard Batt, Ray Crawford, Dick Randall, Bob Blair, Cubby Gordon, Jim 
Barwick, Walter Quinton, Stanley Hicks, Jonathan Hale, Joe Whitehead, 
Pat West. Frank Mills, Art Rowlands, Ralph McCullough, David Newell, 
Charles Hamilton, Eddie Dunn, Ronnie Rondell. Edward Earle, John T. 
Murray, Dell Henderson, Claire Du Brey, Willy Morris. Billy Bletcher, 
Syd. Saylor, Lu Miller, Gary Owen, Bobby Tracey, James Burtis, Paul 
Krueger. Al Hill. George Chandler, Lee Phelps. 


‘ARTISTS AND MODELS ABROAD’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by 
Arthur Hornblow; directed by Mitchell Leisen; screen play by Howard 
Lindsay, Russel Crouse and Ken Englund; original story by Howard Lind- 
say and Russel Crouse; based on idea by J. P. McEvoy; photographed by 
Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Jack Benny; Joan Bennett, Mary Boland, Yacht Club 
Boys, Punkins Parker, Sheila Darcy, Yvonne Duval, Gwen Kenyon, Joyce 
Mathews, Dolores Casey, Marie DeForrest, Charles Grapewin, Joyce Comp- 
ton, G. P. Huntley, Fritz Feld, Jules Raucourt, Adrienne D’Ambricourt, 
Andre Cheron, Phyllis Kennedy, Louis Mercier, Louis Van den Ecker, 
Charles de Ravenne, Joseph Romantini, Georges Kerebel, Robert De 
Couedic, Gemaro Curci, Marie Burton, Paula De Cardo, Carol Parker, 
Linda Yale, Evelyn Keyes, Laurie Lane, Norah Gale, Helaine Moler, Jean 
Perry, Constant Franke, Paul Cremonesi, Eugene Beday. George Davi 
Paco Moreno, Jacques Vanaire, Eugene Borden, Fred Cavens, Manue 
Paris, Alexander Melesh, Jean De Briac, Fred Malatesta, David Peter Mir, 
Georges de Gombert, Ferdinand Schumann-Heink, Kenneth Gibson, 
Joseph de Beauvolers, Martial de Serrand. 


‘PARIS HONEYMOON’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Harlan Thomp- 
son; directed by Frank Tuttle; screen play by Frank Butler and Don Hart- 
man; based on a story by Angela Sherwood: photographed by Karl Struss. 
Cast: Bing Crosby, Franciska Gaal, Akim Tamiroff, Ben Blue, Edward 
Everett Horton, Shirley Ross, Rafaela Ottiano. Keith Kenneth. George 
Gay. Norah Gale, Laurie Lane, Louise Seidel, Paula de Cardo, Evelyn 
Keyes, Harriette Haddon, Maria Doray, Louise Seidel. Judy King, Janet 
Waldo, Chery! Walker. Marion Weldon, Dorothy White. 

‘THE LAST RIDE.’ formerly titled ‘ESCAPE FROM YESTERDAY,’ (for 
1938-39 season), produced by Jeff Lazarus; directed by Alfred E. Green; 
original story and screen play by Ferdinand Reyher and John C. Moffit; 
| photographed by William Mellor. Cast: Akim Tamiroff, Frances Farmer, 
| Leif Erikson, Lynne Overman, Vliadamir Sokoloff, Wade Crosby, Dewey 
Robinson, William Newell, John Bliefer, Alex Woloshin, James Flavin. 

‘ILLEGAL TRAFFIC’ (for 1938-39 release), general manazer office pro- 
duction; directed by Louis King: no writing credits released as yet: photo- 
| graphed by Henry Sharpe. Cast: J. Carroll Naish, Mary Carlisle. Robert 
Preston, Judith Barrett. Richard Stanley, Richard Denning, John Hart, 
Philip Warren, Dorothy Howe, Sheila Darcy. Dclores Casey. 
| ‘ST. LOUIS BLUES’ (for 193-39 release), produced by Jeff Lazarus: 
| directed by Raoul Walsh; screen play by John C. Moffitt and Malcolm 

Stuart Boylan; based on adaptation by Frederick Hazlitt Brennan of story 
| by Eleanore Griffin and William Rankin; additional dialog by Virginia 
| Van Upp; photographed by Theodor Sparkuhl. Cast: Lloyd Nolan, Dorothy 
| Lamour. Tito Guizar, Jessie Ralph. Maxine Sullivan, William Frawley, 

Punkins Parker. Jerome Cowan, Matty Malneck and His Boys. 

‘TOM SAWYER, DETECTIVE,’ produced by Harold Hurley; directed by 
J.ouis King; no writing credits yet: photocraphed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: 
_ Donald O’Connor, Billy Cook, Porter Hall, Philip Warren, Janet Waldo, 
| Clara Blandick, Elisabeth Risdon, Edward Pawley, Hattie McDaniels, 
Oscar Smith, William Haade, Stanley Price, Harry Worth, Si Jenks. 








| ‘KING OF CHINATOWN,’ executive producer, Harold Hurley; associate 


| producer, Stuart Walker: directed by Nick Grinde; no writine credits re- 


leased yet; photographed by Leo Tovar. Cast: Anna May Wong, Akim 
(Continued on page 21) 








) See > 


E 
i 


Le ett ets 










20 VARIETY Wednesday, October 19, 1938 


= ———— 
































Brings four BIGGEST weeks in the history of the New York Paramount. 


TOPS all opening day’s records at the Boston Metropolitan Theatre. 


Does 150% of average in Worcester, Hartford, Springfield, New Haven. 




















Wednesday, October 19, 1938 


—— 


PICTURES 


VARIETY 21 








Advance Produciion Chart 


~s 


(Continued from page 19) 


Tamiroff, J. Carrol Naish, Anthony Quinn, Roscoe Karns, Bernadene Hayes, 
Philip Ahn, 

‘RIDERS OF THE RANGE,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by 
Lesiey Selander; from original story by Clarence E. Mulford; photographed 
by Russell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, Russell Hayden, George Hayes, 
Stanley Ridges, Ruth Rogers, Frederick Burton, Jack Rockwell, Roy Bar- 
croft, Ed Cassidy, Sherry Tanzey, Jim Carey, Bruce Mitchell, 

‘LITTLE ORPHAN ANNIE,’ produced by John Speaks; directed by Ben 
Holmes; screen play by Budd Schulberg, Sam Ornitz, Andre Bohem; photo- 
graphed by Fred Redman. Cast: Ann Gillis, Robert Kent, June Travis, 
Ian MacLaren, Margaret Armstrong, J. M. Kerrigan, Dorothy Baughan, 
James Burke, Charles Wilson, Sara Padden, Tommy Bupp, Ben Welden, J. 
Farrel McDonald, Vincent Lombardy, Eddie Gribbon, Dick Rich, Harry | 
Tyler, 

‘DISBARRED,’ produced by Harold Hurley; directed by Robert Florey; 
screen play by Lillie Hayward and Robert R. Presnell from story by Harry 
Sauber; photographed by Harry Fishbeck. Cast: Gail Patrick, Otto Kruger, 








Robert Preston, Sidney Toler, Helen MacKellar, Clay Clement, Edward 
Marr, Olin Howland. | 


‘SUNSET TRAIL,’ formerly titled ‘SILVER TRAIL PATROL’ (for 1938- | 
39 season), produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Les Selander; screen | 
play by Norman Houston, from story by Clarence E. Mulford; photo- | 
graphed by Russel Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell 
Hayden, Charlotte Wynters, Jane Clayton, Robert Fiske, Catharine Shel- | 
don, Maurice Cass, Anthony Nace, Kenneth Harlan, Alphonse Ethier, 


Glenn Strange, Jack Rockwell, Tom London, Claudia Smith. 


‘ZAZA’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Albert Lewin; directed by 
George Cukor; screen play by Zoe Akins; from play by Pierre Berton and | 
Charles Simon; photographed by Charles Lang. Cast: Claudette Colbert, | 
Herbert Marshall, Bert Lahr, Helen Westley, Constance Collier, Genivieve 
Tobin, Rex O’Malley, Rex Evans, Walter Catlett, Robert C. Fischer, Ernest 
Cossart, John Sutton, Michael Brocke, Phillip Warren, Alexander Leftwich, 
Janet Waldo, Fredrika Brown, Dorothy Dayton, Harriett Haddon, Helaine 
Moler, Dorothy White, Duncan Renaldo, Hala Linda, Tom Ricketts. 

‘THANKS FOR THE MEMORY’ (for 1938-39 release); executive pro- | 
ducer, Harold Hurley; associate, Mel Shauer; directed by George Archain- | 
baud; from play by Albert Hackett and Frances Goodrich; photographed 
by Karl Struss. Cast: Bob Hope, Shirley Ross, Charlie Butterworth, Otto | 
Kruger, Hedda Hopper, Roscoe Karns, Lavra Hope Crews, Elizabeth Pat- 
terson, Patricia Wilder, Eddie Anderson, Jack Norton, Edward Gargan. 


‘FRONTIERSMAN,’ produced by Harry Sherman; directed by Leslie 
Selander; sereen play by Norman Huston from original story by Clarence 
E. Mulford; additional dialog by Harrison Jacobs; photographed by Rus- 
sell Harlan. Cast: William Boyd, George Hayes, Russell Hayden, Evelyn 
Venable, William Duncan, Clara Kimball Young, Charles Hughes, Dickie 
Jones, Roy Barcroft, Emily Fitzroy, John Beach. 


‘ARREST BULLDOG DRUMMOND,’ formerly titled ‘SCOTLAND YARD 
VS. BULLDOG DRUMMOND’ (for 1938-39), produced by Stuart Walker 
for Harold Hurley unit; directed by James Hogan; original story by H. C. 
‘Sapper’ McNiele; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: John Howard, 
Heather Angel, H. B. Warner, Reginald Denny, E. E. Clive, Elizabeth Pat- 
terson, George Zucco, Jean Fenwick, Leonard Mudie, Clyde Cook, David 
Clyde, Ferdinand Munier, John Rogers. 

‘SAY IT IN FRENCH,’ produced and directed by Andrew Stone; screen 
play by Frederick Jackson from play by Jacques Deval; photographed by 
Victor Milner. Cast: Ray Milland, Olympe Bradna, Irene Hervey, Janet 
Beecher, Evelyn Keyes, Erik Rhodes, Walter Kingsford, Holmes Herbert, 
Gertrude Sutton, Forbes Murray, Billy Daniels. 


Paramount Pix Now in Production 


‘AMBUSH,’ G.M.O. production; associate producer, William Wright; di- 
rected by Kurt Neumann; screen play by Laura and S. J. Perelman based 
on a story by Robert Ray; photographed by William Mellor. Cast: Gladys 
Swarthout, Lloyd Nolan, William Frawley, Ernest Truex, William Henry, 
Hartley Tufts. Rufe Davis, Brod Crawford, Antonio Moreno, Harry Fleisch- 
mann, John Hart, Raymond Hatton, Robert Greig, Richard Denning, Clem 
Bevans, Max Hoffman, Jr., Jim Pierce, Eddie Acuff, Al Hill, Frank Mere- 
dith, Ted Oliver, George Melford, Polly Moran, Mary Zehner, Ethel Clay- 
ton, Wade Boteler, Archie Twitchell, Dolores Casey, Dorothy White. — 

‘CAFE SOCIETY,’ produced by Jeff Lazarus; directed by Ed H. Griffith; 
no writing credits released; photographed by Ted Tetzlaff. Cast: Made- 
leine Carroll, Fred MacMurray, Shirley Ross. 

‘PERSONS IN HIDING,’ G.M.O. production; associate producer, Edward 
T. Lowe; directed by James Hogan; no writing credits released; photo- 
graphed by Harry Fischbeck. Cast: Patricia Morison. 


RKO-Radio 





Now Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in 

of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Befere Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras __ tion 
Bt. cccccosccs 50 9 3 4 34 34 
Sol Lesser ........ 3 0 0 1 2 2 
Herbert Wiicex... 1 0 0 6 1 1 
| rere 54 9 3 5 37 37 


Pictures now in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘MIRACLE RACKET,’ produced by B. P. Fineman; directed by Les 
Goodwins; screen play by Saul Elkins and Joseph Pagano; original by 
Saul Elkins; photographed by Nick Musuraca. Cast: Sally Eilers, Ann 
Miller, Lee Bowman, Alma Kruger, Paul Guilfoyle, Jonathan Hale, Jack 
Arnold, Cecil Kellaway. F : 

‘PECK’S BAD BOY WITH THE CIRCUS,’ produced by Sol Lesser; asso- 
ciate producer, Leonard Fields; directed by Edward Cline; no writing 
credits released yet; photographed by Jack McKenzie. Cast: Tommy 
Kelly, Ann Gillis, Edgar Kennedy, Spanky McFarland, Benita Hume, Fay 
Helm, William Demarest, Wade Boteler, Grant Mitchell, Nana Bryant, 
Louise Beaver. : ; 

‘LAW WEST OF TOMBSTONE,’ procuced by Cliff Reid; directed by 
Glenn Tryon; screen play by John Twist and Clarence Young; photo- 
graphed by J. Roy Hunt. Cast: Harry Carey, Anne Shirley, Tim Holt, 
Evelyn Brent, Allan Lane, Paul Guilfoyle, Bradley Page, Esther Muir, 
George Irving, Eleanor Hansen, Peggy Carroll, Robert Moya, Jane Wood- 
worth. 

‘TRAILER ROMANCE,’ produced by Cliff Reid; directed by Garson 
Kanin; screen play by Dudley Nichols and John Twist; photographed by 
Russell Metty. Cast: Lucille Ball, James Ellison, Lee Bowman, Granville 
Bates, Mantan Moreland, Dick Elliott, Florence Lake, Frank Shannon. 

‘LAWLESS VALLEY,’ produced by Bert Gilroy; directed by Dave How- 
ard; screen play by Oliver Drake; original by W. C. Tuttle; photographed 
by Harry Wild. Cast: George O’Brien, Kay Sutton, Walter Miller, George 
Burton, Bob Clark, Walter Patterson. 


RKO-Radio Pictures Now in Production 


‘GUNGA DIN’ (for 1938-39), produced and directed by George Stevens; 
screen play by Ben Hecht and Charles MacArthur; photographed by Joe 
August. Cast: Cary Grant, Victor McLaglen, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Joan 


| Pichel; original 
| Miller. 





Fontaine, Eduardo Ciannelli, Sam Jaffe. Montagu Love, Lumsden Hare. 
‘SAINTS WITHOUT WINGS,’ produced and directed by P. J. Wolfson; | 
original screen play by Albert Bain; photographed by Ray Hunt. Cast: 
Anne Shirley, Roger Daniel, James McCallion, Walter Ward, Charles 
Powers, John Fitzgerald, Frank Malo, Paul White. vse 
‘LOVE AFFAIR,’ produced and directed by Leo McCarey; no writing | 
credits released; photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: Irene Dunne, | 
Charles Boyer. 


Republic 
er es - -; Now Balance to aie | 
Number Number “#¥ elk cand Ml ; 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- | 
Promise: pleted ing Rooms Cameras tion 
, | a ° 59 5 3 6 45 45 
Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 


‘OVERLAND STAGE RAIDERS’ (for 1938-39), produced by William | 
Berke; directed by George Sherman; screen play by Luci Ward; photo-! 





| 
| 









graphed by William Nobles. Cast: John Wayne, Ray Corrigan, Max Ter- | 


hune, Louise Brooks, Frank La Rue, Charles Whittaker, Duke R. Lee, 
Edwin Gaffney. Jr.. Anthony Marsh, George Plums, George Sherwood. 


‘PRAIRIE MOON,’ produced by Harry Grey; directed by Ralph Staub; | 


screen play by Betty Burbridge and Stanley Roberts; photographed by 
William Nobles. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley Burnette, Shirley Deane, 


David Gorcey, Tommy Ryan, Walter Tetley, Stanley Andrews, William 


Pawley, Rafae] Bennett, Warner Richmond, Tom London. 


‘I STAND ACCUSED,’ produced and directed by John H. Auer; no 
writing credits yet; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: Robert Cummings, 
Helen Mack, Lyle Talbot, Gordon Jones, Thomas Jackson, Leona Roberts, 
Tom Beck, Robert Paige, Robert Middlemass. 


“HAWK OF THE WILDERNESS’ (serial), produced by Robert Beche; co- 
directed by William Witney and Jack English; no writing credits released 
yet; photcgraphed by William Nobles. Cast: Herman Brix, Jill Martin, 
Monte Blue, Mala, Noble Johnson, William Royle, George Eldredge, Snow- 


flake, Dick Wessel, Tom Chatterton, Earl Askam, Jerry Sheldon, Harry 
Tenbrook. 





New Theatres 











St. Louis, Oct. 18. 

New Strand, 1,000-seater, Tuscola, 
‘Tl, owned and operated by 
George Barber, has opened. Barber 
also owns the Strand, 300 seats, in 
same town. 

Robert Cluster, Metropolis, Ill., has 
opened new theatre, 700-seater. 

Alterations costing $5,000 are being 
made in Criterion, St. Louis nabe 
owned by William Pappas ard alse 
in the University, owned by Green- 





‘STORM OVER BENGAL,’ formerly titled ‘BENGAL LANCER 


PATROL,’ produced by Armand Schaefer; directed by Sidney Salkow; | 


original screen play by Garret Ford; photographed by Ernest Miller. Cast: 
Patric Knowles, Richard Cromwell, Rochelle Hudson, Colin Tapley, Doug- 


| las Dumbrille, Halliwell Hobbes, Claude Alister, Clyde Cook. 


‘RHYTHM OF THE SADDLE,’ formerly titled ‘RODEO BUSTER,’ pro- 
duced by Harry Grey; directed by George Sherman; original screen play 
by Paul Franklin; photographed by Jack Marta. Cast: Gene Autry, Smiley 
Burnette, Peggy Moran, Pert Kelton, LeRoy Mason. 

Republic Pix New in Preduction 


‘SANTA FE STAMPEDE,’ produced by William Berke; directed by 
George Sherman; screen play by Luci Ward and Betty Burbridge; original 


| by Luci Ward; photographed by Reggie Lanning. Cast: John Wayne, Ray . 
| Corrigan, Max Terhune, June Martel, William Farnum, LeRoy Mason, 


Martin Spellman, Genee Hall. 
‘TEXAS RANGER,’ produced by Charles E. Ford; directed by Joe Kane; 


| Original screen play by Gerald Geraghty and Jack Natteford; photo- 


graphed by Jack Marta. Cast: Roy Rogers, Mary Hart, Raymond Hatton, ! 
J. Farrell MacDonald, Purnell Pratt, Lane Chandler, Bruce Macfarlane, 
Harry Woods, Lee Powell, Chester Gunnels. 


‘STRONQHEART,’ produced by Herman Schlom; directed by Irving 
screen play by Earl Felton; photographed by Ernest 
Cast: Tommy Ryan, Robert Livingston, June Storey, Ace (canine), 
Harry Davenport, James Burke, Ralph Morgan, Sidney Blackmer, Victor 


Killian. 
20th Century-Fox 
zi Now Balance to 
Number Number Now in Be Piaced Steries in 
ef Pix Com- Sheot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pleted ing Rooms Cameras tien 
BOON os 6 deeeecaees 55 14 8 6 27 27 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 


‘GIRL FROM BROOKLYN,’ formerly titled ‘BY THE DAWN’S EARLY 
LIGHT’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Edward Kaufman; directed by 
Gregory Ratoff; original by Gene Markey; photographed by Karl Freund. 
Cast: Warner Baxter, Alice Faye, Charles Winninger, Keye Luke, Arthur 
Treacher, Willie Fung, Doris Lloyd, Leonid Snegoff. 


‘SUBMARINE PATROL,’ formerly titled ‘WOODEN ANCHORS,’ for- 
merly titled ‘SPLINTER FLEET’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by Gene 
Markey; directed by John Ford: screen play by Rian James, Darrell Ware 
and Jack Yellen from story by Ray Milholland and Charles B. Milholland; 
photographed by Arthur Miller. Cast: Richard Greene, Nancy Kelly, 
George Bancroft, Slim Summerville, Douglas Fowley, Joan Valerie, Pres- 
ton Foster, John Carradine, Warren Hymer, Elisha Cook, Jr.. Ward Bond, 
Maxie Rosenbloom, Harry Strang, Russ Clark, Charles Tannan, Dick 
a. Henry Armetta, J. Farrell MacDonald, George E. Stone, George | 
Humbert. 


‘MR. MOTO TAKES A VACATION,’ produced by Sol M. Wurtzel; di- | 
rected by Norman Foster; original screen play by Philip MacDonald and | 
Norman Foster; photographed by Charles Clarke. Cast: Peter Lorre, Vir- 





man Theatres, Inc. 

Sam Komm and Alex Pappas have 
taken the Maryland, 454-seater, 
South St. Louis, formerly operated 
by Louis Landau. 

Glen W. Dickson Theatre, Inc., of 
Kansas City, Mo., planning to build 
new concrete theatre in Warrens- 
burg, Mo. Company also will make 
extensive alterations in its house at 


| Monett, Mo. 


Controversy between the CIO and 
AFL continues to hold up erection 
of Hippodrome, Herrin, Ill., for John 
Harlow. New house will replace one 


' leveled by fire; $125,000 will be in- 


vested in new structure. 
J. W. Hayton, who operates 400- 


seater in Carterville, lil, planning 
erection of another in the same time. 

Improvements, etc., are slated for 
the Empire, Chrisman, HL; Com- 


| munity, Community, Il.; State, Road- 


house, Ill., and the Elmo, St. Elmo, 
Ill. 


Cleveland, Oct. 18. 

Jerome Smith and Max Kaplan, 
Cleveland exhibs, have leased Penn 
Square, reopening i. as foreign pix 
house Friday (21). Formerly oper- 
ated by Al Schulman, who has 
stepped out of the field. 

Built at estimated cost of $150,000, 
Embassy was preemed last week as 
newest downtown theatre by. Max 
and Morris Lefkowich with Leo and 
Harry Greenberger as co-partners. 
Combine operates 20 other indie 
houses here. Eugene Frank, for- 
merly of Mall and associated with 
them for 10 years, managing. 


Fairmont, W. Va., Oct. 18. 
A fifth theatre is being promoted 
by R. Earl Knight (a brother of 
Fuzzy Knight of films) and James 
H. Brownfield, who have managed 
the Warner Bros. theatres here in 
recent years. . 





Atlanta, Oct. 18. 
Plans for immediate construction 


ginia Field, John King, Joseph Schildkraut, Lionel Atwill, Iva Stewart, | of new community theatre at North 


George P. Huntley, Victor Varconi. 


‘THE ARIZONA WILDCAT,’ produced by John Stone; directed by Her- 
bert I. Leeds; screen play by Barry Trivers and Jerry Cady from original 
idea by Frances Hyland ard Albert Ray; photographed by Lucien Andriot. 
Cast: Jane Withers, Leo Cairillo, Pauline Moore, Henry Wilcoxon, Etienne 
Girardot, Douglas Fowley, William Henry, Henry Woods, Rosita Harlan. 


‘UP THE RIVER,’ formerly titled ‘HARD TO GET,’ produced by Sol 
Wurtzel; directed by Alfred Werker; screen play by Lou Breslow and John 
Patrick; based on original story by Maurine Watkins; photographed 
by Robert Planck. Cast: Preston Foster, Phyllis Brooks, Tony Martin, 
Arthur Treacher, Bill Robinson, Slim Summerville, Jane Darwell, Eddie 
Collins, Alan Dinehart, Robert Allen, Sidney Toler. 


‘JUST AROUND THE CORNER’ (for 1938-39 season), produced by 
David Hempstead; directed by Irving Cummings; screen play by J. P. 
McEvoy and Ethel Hill; original story by Kenneth Earle and Howard 
Smith; songs by Walter Bullock and Harold Spina; photographed by Arthur ! 
Miller. Cast: Shirley Temple, Joan Davis, Bill Robinson, Charles Farrell, 
ae Lahr, George Barbier, Franklin Pangborn, Bennie Bartlett, Amanda 


20th-Fox Pix Now in Produetion 
‘JESSE JAMES’ (for 1938-39, in Technicolor), produced by Nunnally 


avenue and Techwood drive were 
announced last week by Collett H. 
| Munger, prez of Lanier Development 
Co., which will operate house. 


$150 Stickup in Atlanta 


Atlanta, Oct. 18. 

While throngs milled around;~a 
lone armed bandit stepped up to the 
ticket wicket of Paramount theatre 
at 9:30 o’clock Friday (14) night and 
forced cashier, Mrs. J. T. Eason, to 
hand over $150 in cash. 

Stickup man walked up and 
pushed note through box effice 
grille, which read: ‘This is a holdup. 
Give me all the money you have and 








Johnson; directed by Henry King; original screen play by Nunnally John- 
son; photographed by George Barnes. Cast: Tyrone Power, Henry Fonda, | 
Nancy Kelly, Walter Brennan, John Carradine, J. Edward Bromberg, Brian | 
Donlevy, Douglas Fowley, Jane Darwell, Donald Meek, Ernest Whitman. 


‘KENTUCKY’ (in Technicolor), produced by Gene Markey; directed by 
David Butler; screen play by Lamar Trotti and John Taintor Foote; from | 
novel, ‘Look of Eagles,’ by John Taintor; photographed by Ernest Palmer. 
Cast: Loretta Young, Richard Greene, Walter Brennan, Ralph Morgan, 
Willard Robinson, Douglas Dumbrille, James West, Charles Waldron, Karen 
Morley, Ward Robinson, Moroni Olsen. 


‘SAMSON AND LADIES,’ produced by Sol Wurtzel; directed by H. 
Bruce Humberstone; no writing credits yet; photographed by Edward 
Snyder. Cast: Michael Whalen, Lynn Bari, Iva Stewart, Robert Allen, 
June Gale, Guinn Williams, Edward Brophy, John Miljan, Theodore Von | 
Eltz, Chester Clute. 


‘THE LITTLE PRINCESS (in Technicolor), produced by Gene Markey; 
directed by Walter Lang; screen play by Ethel Hill and Walter Ferris; 
based on novel by Frances Hodgson Burnett; photographed by Arthur 
Miller; Technicolor photography by William Skall. Cast: Shirley Temple, 
Richard Greene, Anita Louise, lan Hunter, Cesar Romero, Arthur Treacher, | 
Mary Nash, Sybil Jason, Miles Mander, Marcia Mae Jones, Deidre Gale, 
Ira Stevens. 

‘TAIL SPIN,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown; directed by Roy Del Ruth; | 
original screen play by Frank Wead; photographed by John Mescall. Cast: | 
Alice Faye, Constance Bennett, Nancy Kelly, Joan Davis, Charles Farrell, 
Jane Wyman, John King, Wally Vernon, Joan Valerie, Robert Lowery, 
Edward Norris, J. Anthony Hughes, Jack Pennick. 

‘THE THREE MUSKETEERS,’ produced by Raymond Griffith: directed 
by Allan Dwan; music and lyrics by Sid Kuller, Ray Golden, Walter Bul- | 
lock and Samuel Pokrass; no writing credits released; photographed by 
Peverell Marley. Cast: Ritz Brothers, Don Ameche, Gloria Stuart, Pauline 
Moore, Binnie Barnes, Joseph Schildkraut, John Carradine, John King, | 
Lionel Atwill, Douglas Dumbrille, Miles Mander, Russell Hicks. 


‘THANKS FOR EVERYTHING,’ produced by Harry Joe Brown: directed 





no writing credits released; photographed by Lucien Andriot. - Cast: Jack | 
Oakie Adolphe Meniou Jack Haley, Arieen Whelan, Binnie Barnes, Tony 
Rhine. SBE SER Cir? Wer 
‘sVERYBODY'’S BABY,’ produced by John Stone; directed by Malcolm | 
St. Clair; no writing credits released; photographed by Edward Snyder. | 
Cast: Jed Prouty, Shirley Deane. Spring Byington, Russell Gleason. Ken 
Howell. George Ernest, June Carlson, Florence Roberts, Billy Mahan, 
Hattie McDaniel, Marvin Stephens, Claire DuBrey. 


(Continued on page 23) | 


* 


don’t ring no burglar alarm.’ pm 

Cashier carried out written in- 
structions and bandit took the $156 
and the note :nd vanished inte 
crowd. Although throngs passing 
theatre were unaware of holdup, 
cashier stated that three men, os- 
tensibly companions of bandit, stood 
silent guard while robbery was tak- 
ing place, their hands thrust omi- 
nously into coat pockets. As soon 
as bandit made off with swag they 
disappeared into crowd right on his 
trail. 





San Antonio, Oct. 18. 
Tom Mooney, ex-convict, was sen- 
tenced to eight years in state pen 
after he pleaded guilty Wednesday 
(12) to holding up Texas, Interstate 
house, boxoffice on Aug. 16. Gun- 
man’s haul was $346. 





Dusting Off ‘Drums’ 


; Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
20th-Fox is dusting off ‘Drums 
Along the Mohawk,’ on the shelf 
Since last spring. 
Sonia Levien is polishing the 
script for production by Raymond 


by William A. Seiter; music and lyrics by Mack Gordon and Harry Revel; Griffith. 





Randy Scott at Col. 


Hollywood, Oct. 18, 
Columbia contracted Randolph 
Scott to feature in a series of films 
over a period of six years. 
Actor has been freelancing since 
he jeft Paramount, 
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Dick Powell - Olivia deHavilland 


~CHARLES WINNINGER + ALLEN JENKINS * BONITA GRANYVE.LE..:.MELYILLE-COQOPER... 


Directed by RAY ENRIGHT 


Screen Play by Jerry Wald, Maurice Leo and Richard Macaulay * From an Original Story by Wally Klein and Joseph Schrank 
Suggested by a Story by Stephen Morehouse Avery * 2 songs by Harry Warren and Johnny Mercer 
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(Coninuted from page 21) 
United Artists 


Now Balance te 
Now im Be Placed Stories in 


Number Number > 
Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 


of Pix Com- 


Promised ptet+d ing Rooms Cameras tion 
Samuel Goldwyn.. 4 0 t) 1 3 3 
Selzniek ......... 2 0 0 2 9 ° 
Walter Wanger... 8 cy) ” 1 7 7 
Chaplim .......... 1 y] ” 9 1 1 
Roach ......-+ees0 8 1 0 1 6 6 
London Films..... 5 > 0 0 3 3 
Edward Small.... 5 0 1 0 4 4 
Total s.2rcseccce 33 3 1 5 24 24 


Pictures in the cutting room or awaiting previews are: 

‘THE YOUNG IN HEART, produced by David O. Selznick; directed by 
Richard Wallace; screen play by Paul Osborne and Charles Bennett from 
novel by LA.R. Wylie, ‘The Gay Banditti’: photographea by Leon Shamroy. 
Cast: Janet Gaynor, Douglas Fairbanks, Jr., Paulette Goddard. Roland 
Young, Billie Burke, Richard Carlson, Minnie Dupree, Margaret Early. 
Charles Halton, Lya Lys, Eily Malyon. Henry Stephenson, Tom Ricketts. 

‘TRADE WINDS, produced by Walter Wanger; directed by Tay Gar- 
nett; screen play by Dorothy Parker, Alan Campbell and Frank R. Adams 
from original story by Tay Garnett; photographed by Rudolph Mate. Cast: 
Fredric March, Joan Bennett, Raiph Bellamy, Ann Sothern. Alan Baxter, 
Robert Emmett O’Connor, Patricia Farr. Wilma Francis, Kay Linaker, 
Dorothy Tree, Phyllis Barry. Walter Bryon, Wilson Benge, Harry Paine, 
Hooper Atchley, Franklin Parker, Lee Phelps, John Webb Dillion, Dick 
Rush, Mrs. Sojin, Gloria Youngblood, Etheireda Leopold, Marie DeForest, 
Earl Wallace, Princess Luana, Paulita Arbivu. Iko Magara, Suzanne 
Kaaren, Lotus Liu. Robert Elliott, Sidney Blackmer. 

‘TOPPER TAKES A TRIP. produced by Milton H. Bren for Hal Roach; 
directed by Norman Z. McLeod: screen play by Jack Jevne and Eddie 


oo 
@ | Starr; directed by Al Rogell: screen play by Edmund L. Hartmann from 
Advance Production Chart 


ton, E. E. Clive, Orville Caldwell, Alfred Dekker. 


novel gy Jonathan Latimer; photographed by George Meehan. Cast: 
Preston Foster, Frank Jenks, Frances Robinson, Kay Linaker, Joyce Comp- 


—_ oO 





Warners 


New Balance to 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Steries in 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Premised picted ing Rooms Cameras tien 


Tete x... decades 52 5 3 15 29 29 
Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews are: 
‘ANGELS WITH DIRTY FACES,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed 





_ by Michael Curtiz; original story by Roland Brown; photographed by Sol 


| Polito. 


Cast: James Cagney, Pat O’Brien, Ann Sheridan, Humphrey Bo- | 
gart, Billy Halop, Bebby Jordan, Leo Gorcey., Bernard Punsley, Gabriel 
Dell, Huntz Hall. 

‘COMET OVER BROADWAY,’ formerly titled ‘CURTAIN CALL,’ pro- 
duced by Bryan Foy; directed by John Farrow; screen play by Mark Hel- 
linger from magazine story by Faith Baldwin; photographed by James 
Wong Howe. Cast: Kay Francis, Ian Hunter, Janet Chapman, Melville 
Cooper, Donald Crisp, John Litel, Ian Keith. 


‘BLACKWELLS ISLAND,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William 
McGann; original screen play by Crane Wilbur and Dave Marcus; photo- 
graphed by Sid Hickox. Cast: John Garfield, Rosemary Lane, Morgan 


| Conway, Peggy Shannon, Dick Purcell, Lottie Williams, Stanley Fields, 
| Charley Foy, Norman Willis. Granville Bates, Raymond Barley, Jimmy 


| ed by Busby Berkeley; screen play by Sig Herzig from story by Bertram 


Moran from the Thorne Smith novel; photographed by Norbert Brodine. | 


Cast: Constance Bennett, Roland Young, Billie Burke, Alan Mewbray, 
Verree Teasdale, Alexander D'Arcy, Franklin Pangborn, Leon Belasco, 
Irving Pichel. 

‘MADE FOR EACH OTHER,’ produced by David O. Selznick; directed 
by John Cromweli; screen play by Jo Swerling; photographed by Leon 
Shamroy. 
Briggs, Charles Coburn, Arthur Hoyt, Ruth Weston, Nella Walker. Harland 
Briggs, Mickey Rentschler, Esther Dale, Edwin Maxwell, Tully Marshall. 


‘THE COWBOY AND THE LADY,’ formerly titled ‘LADY AND THE 
COWBOY’ (fer 1938-39 season), produced by Samuel Goldwyn; directed 
by H. C. Potter; screen play by Sam Behrman from an original by Leo 
McCarey and Frank R. Adams; photographed by Gregg Toland. Cast: 
Gary Cooper, Merle Oberon, David Niven, Thomas Mitchell, Walter Bren- 


nan, Patsy Kelly, Mabel Todd, Fuzzy Knight, Henry Kolker, Emma Dunn, | 


Harry Davenport. 
United Artists Pix New in Production 
‘DUKE OF WEST POINT,’ produced by Edward Small; directed by 
Alfred E. Green; original screen play by George Bruce; photographed by 
‘Robert Planck. Cast: Louis Hayward, Joan Fontaine, Tom Brown, Richard 
Carlson, Alan Curtis, Jonathan Hale, Gaylord Pendleton, Donald Barry, 
George McKay, Lane Chandler, William Bakewell. 


Universal | 


New Balance te 


Number Number Now in Be Placed Stories in | 
of Pix Com- Shoot- Cutting Before Prepara- 
Promised pieted ing - Rooms Cameras tien 
Bal evsrkessceies 48 10 h 8 24 24 


Pictures in the cutting rooms or awaiting previews: 

‘REP BARRY’ (serial) (for 1938-39 season), produced by Barney Sarecky; 
directed by Ford Beebe and Alan James; screen play by Ford Beebe, 
Norman Hall, Ray Trampe; photographed by Jerry Ash. Cast: Larry 
(Buster) Crabbe. Frances Robinson, Edna Sedgwick. 

‘SWING THAT CHEER’ (for 1938-39), produced by Max Golden; directed 
by Harold Schuster; story by Thomas Ahearn and F. Maury Grossman; 
screen play by Charles Grayson; photographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: 
Tom Brown, Andy Devine, Robert Wilcox, Constance Moore, Stanley 
Hughes, Samuel S. Hinds, Ray Parker, Ernest Truex, ‘Doodles’ Weaver, 
Margaret Early. 

‘PRAIRIE JUSTICE,’ produced by Trem Carr; directed by George Wagg- 
ner; original screen play by Joseph West; photographed by Gus Peterson. 
Cast: Bob Baker, Hal Taliaferro, Dorothy Fay, Jack Reckwell, Carleton 
Young, Forrest Taylor, Glenn Strange. 

‘WESTSIDE MIRACLE,’ produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Arthur 
Lubin; original by Quentin Reynolds; screen play by Tom Lennon; photo- 
graphed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: Edmund Lowe, Dick Foran, Helen 
Mack, Paul Hurst, Samuel S. Hinds, Leon Ames, David Oliver, Frances 
Robinson, Dorothy Arnold; Stanley Hughes, Horace MacMahon, Clyde 
Dilson, Clarence Muse, Virginia, Brissac, George Chandler, Frank Sheri- 
dan, Paul Fix, Selmer Jackson. 

‘ADAM’S EVENING,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; directed by Gus 
Meins; original by Katherine Kavanaugh; photographed by Henry Sharp. 
Cast: Charles Ruggles, Maxie Rosenbloom, Marian Martin, Ona Munson, 
Georgia Kaine, Raymond Parker, Frances Robinson, Richard Lane, Benny 
Baker, Stepin Fetchit, Stanley Hughes, Regis Toomey. 

‘THE STORM,’ produced by Ken Goldsmith; directed by Harold Young; 
screen play by Hugh King, Daniel Moore and George Yohalem from origi- 
nal by Hugh King and Daniel Moore; photographed by Milton Krasner. 
Cast: Charles Bickford, Barton MacLane, Preston Foster, Tom Brown, 
Andy Devine, Frank Jenks. Samuel Hinds. 

‘EXPOSED,’ produced by Max H. Golden; directed by Harold Shuster; 
screen play by Charles Kaufman and Franklin Coen; photographed by 
Stanley Cortez. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Otto Kruger, Herbert Mundin, 
David Oliver, Charles B. Brown, Lorraine Krueger, Chester Clute. 

‘STRANGE FACES,’ produced by Burt Kelly; directed by Errol Taggart; 
screen play by Charles Grayson from original story by Cornelius Reece 
and Arndt Giusti; potographed by Elwood Bredell. Cast: Dorothea Kent, 
Frank Jenks, Andy Devine, Leon Ames, Mary Treen. 

Universal Pix Now in Product on 

‘BUCK ROGERS’ (serial), produced by Barney Sarecky; co-directed by 
Ford Beebe and Saul Goodkind:; screen play by Norman Hall and Ray 
Trampe from cartoon strip by Dick Calkins and Phil Nolan; photographed 
by Jerry Ash. Cast: Larry Crabbe, Constance Moore, Reed Howes, 
peg Oakman, Jackie Moran, Carleton Young, Henry Brandon, Philson | 

n. 


; Bryan Foy; directed by William Clemens; no writing credits released as 
' yet; photographed by George Barnes. Cast: Boris Karloff, Leonard Mudie, 


Cast: Carole Lombard, James Stewart, Lucile Watson, Donald ' 


| right; screen play by Maurice Leo, Jerry Wald, Sig Herzig; photographed 





‘LITTLE TOUGH GUYS IN SOCIETY,’ produced by Max H. Golden; 
directed by Erle Kenton: original screen play by Edward Eliscu and Morti- 
mer Offner; photographed by George Robinson. Cast: Mary Boland, 
Edward Everett Horton, Mischa Auer, Helen Parrish, Jack Searl and | 


| 
Little Tough Guys — Frankie Thomas, Hally Chester, Harris Berger. | 


Charles Duncan, David Gorcey and Lester Jay. 

‘THE EAGLE SCOUT’ (serial), produced by Henry MacRae; co-directed 
by Ray Taylor and Alan James; original story by J. Irving Crump; screen 
play by Wyndham Gittens, George Plymton, Basil Dickey and Joseph 
Poland; photographed by William Sickner. Cast: Jackie Cooper, Lucy 
Gilman, William Ruhl, David Durand, Ralph Dunn, Frank Coghlan, Jr., 
Sidney Miller, Jason Robards, Victor Adams, Richard Botilier, Bill 

ody, Jr. 


( 
‘SON OF FRANKENSTEIN,’ produced by Burt Kelly; director not set; 


Screen pla vy W'llis Cooper. 
PRE LIY 


‘GHOST TOWN RIDERS,’ produced by Trem Carr; associate producer, | 


Cast: Peter Lorre, Boris Karloff, Bela 


aul Malvern; directed by George Waggner; original screen play by 
Joseph West; photographed by Harry Neumann. Cast: Bob Baker, Fay 
Shannon, George Cleveland, Forrest Taylor, Glenn Strange, Jack Kirk, 
Hank Warden, Martin Turner. 

‘THE DEAD DON’T CARE,’ Crime Club production: produced by Irving 


O’Gatty. Wade Boteler, William Davidson, Walter Young. 
‘THEY MADE ME A CRIMINAL,’ produced by Benjamin Glazer; direct- | 


Millhauser and Beulah Dix: photographed by James Howe. Cast: John 
Garfield, Gloria Dickson, Beulah Bondi, Claude Rains, Billy Halop, Huntz 
Hall, Leo Gorcey, Gabriel Dell, Bobby Jordon, Bernard Punsley. 

‘LOVE BITES MAN,’ formerly titled ‘UNFIT TO PRINT,’ produced by 
Sam Bischoff: directed by James Flood: screen play by Earl Baldwin, | 
Niven Busch, Lawrence Kimble and Robért Buckner from original story 
by Saul Elkins and Sally Sandlin: photographed by Charles Rosher. Cast: 
Pat O’Brien, Joan Blondell, Bobby Jordan, Alan Baxter, Joe Cunningham, 
Douglas Dumbrille, Armand Kaliz, Ed Dearing. 


‘DEVIL’S ISLAND,’ formerly titled “RETURN OF DR. X,’ produced by | 


Frank Reicher. James Stephens, Pedro De Cordoba, Nat Carr, Tom Wilson, 
Sidney Bracy. Siuart Holmes, Dine Corrado, John Harman. 

‘NANCY DREW—DETECTIVE,’ formerly titled ‘PASSPORT TO LARK- 
SPUR LANE,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by William Clemmens; 
no writing credits released yet; photographed by Lew O'Connell. Cast: 
Bonita Granville, Frankie Thomas, John Litel, John Ridgely, Richard 
Bond, Frank Mayo, Jack Mower, Helena Phillips Evans, Frank Orth. 

‘WOMEN IN THE WIND.’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by John 
Farrow; screen play by Lee Katz and Albert DeMond from novel by | 
Francis Walton. Cast: Kay Francis, William Gargan, Victor Jory, Maxie 
Rosenbloom, Sheila Bromley. Harvey Stephens, Frankie Burke, Frank 
Faylen. 

‘GOING PLACES,’ produced by Barney Glazer; directed by Ray En- 





by Arthur Todd. Cast: Dick Powell, Anita Louise, Allen Jenkins, Walter 
| Catlett, Minna Gombell, Thurston Hall, Hal Huber. 
| ‘DAWN PATROL,’ produced by Robert Lord; directed by Edmund 
Goulding; original screen play by Seton I. Miller and Don Totheroh. Cast: | 
Errol Flynn, Melville Cooper, Basil Rathbone, Rodin Rathbone, David | 
Niven, Barry Fitzgerald, James Stephenson, Michael Brooke, Stuart Hall, | 
Norton Lowater. 

‘HARD TO GET,’ formerly titled ‘KISS AND RUN,’ formerly titled | 
‘HOT HEIRESS,’ formerly titled HEAD OVER HEELS,’ produced by Sam | 
Bischoff; directed by Ray Enright; no writing credits released yet; photo- 
graphed by Charles Rosher. Cast: Dick Powell, Olivia De Havilland, | 
Allen Jenkins, Charles Winninger, Isable Jeans, Bonita Granville, Melville | 
Cooper, Patric Knowles, Penny -Singleton. 

‘KING OF THE UNDERWORLD,’ formerly titled ‘UNLAWFUL,’ pro- 
duced by Bryan Foy; directed by Lew Seiler; screen play by George 
Bricker; photographed by Sid Hickox. Cast: Kay Francis, James Stephen- 
son, Humphrey Bogart, John Eldredge, Jessie Busleigh, Harles Foy, Joe | 
Develin, Penny Singleton. 

‘HEART OF THE NORTH’ (in Technicolor), produced by Bryan Foy; 
directed by Lewis Seiler; screen play by Robert Rossen, Vincent Sherman 
and Lee Katz from novel by William Byron Mowery; photographed by 
L. William O’Connell. Cast: Dick Foran, Margaret Lindsley, Gloria Dick- 
son, Janet Chapman, Patric Knowles, Allen Jenkins, James Stephenson, 
Alec Harford, Russell Simpson, Gordon Hart, Pedro de Cordoba, Jack 
Mower, John Harron, Anthony Averill, J. Crawthers. 

‘WINGS OF THE NAVY,’ produced by Lou Edelman; directed by Lloyd 
Bacon; original screen play by Michael Fessier; photographed by .Arthur 
Edeson. Cast: George Brent, Olivia de Havilland, John Payne, Frank 
McHugh, John Ridgeley, Henry O’Neill, John Litel, Regis Toomey, Donald 
Briggs, Max Hoffman, Jr., John Gallaudet. 

*TORCHY IN CHINATOWN,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by Wil- 
liam Beaudine; screen play by ge Bricker; photographed by Warren 
Lynch. Cast: Glenda Farrell, Barton MacLane, Henry O’Neill, Tom Ken- 
nedy, Janet Shaw, Dick Bond, Patric Knowles, James Stephenson, Andy 
Lawlor, Frank Shannon, George Guhl, Joe Cunningham, Jack Mower, 
Charlies Hickman, Bruce Mitchell, John Harron. 

Warner Pix Now in Preduction 

‘CRIME 1S A RACKET,’ produced by Sam Bischoff; directed by Lew 
Seiler; no writing credits yet; photographed by Sol Polito. Cast: Humphrey 
Bogart, Gale Page, Billy Halop, Henry O’Neil, John Litel, Harold Huber, 
Henry Travers, Harvey Stephens. 

‘SECRET SERVICE IN THE AIR,’ produced by Bryan Foy; directed by 
Noel Smith; no writing credits released yet; photographed by Ted Mc- 
Cord. Cast: Ronald Reagan. Irene Rhodes, Rosella Towne, James Stephen- 
son, John Litel, Morgan Conway, Joe Cunningham, Anthony Averill, 
Larry Williams, Richard Bond, John Ridgeley. Eddie Foy, Jr. 

‘DARK VICTORY,’ produced by David Lewis; directed by Edmund 
Goulding; screen play by Casey Robinson from play by George Brewer, 
Jr., and Bertram Bloch; photographed by Ernest Haller. ast: Bette 
Davis, George Brent, Geraldine Fitzgerald. Humphrey Bogart, Ronald 
Reagan, Henry Travers, Dorothy Peterson, Charles Richman, Lottie Wil- 
liams, Virginia Brissac, Frank Reicher, Pierre Watkins. 








his contract with an agent if he felt 
the latter had too many clients to 
properly represent him, or if the 
persons handling his business left 
the agency. 


The SAG committee listened to the 
complaints of the agents and said 
SAG board of directors would be ad- 
vised of the situation. The actors! 
committee pointed out, however, that | 
neither it nor the board of directors 


Explodes IA Plot 


(Continued from page 7) 














operators are controlled by the 
IATSE. 
United Agent Front 


Artists Managers Guild, whese 


/membership includes practically all 
|topflight actor representatives, has 
| joined hands with the independent 
lagents to present a united front 
lagainst the 19-point licensing plan 
| of the Screen Actors Guild. 

Committee representing two 
| groups, at conference with SAC 
| agency committee headed by George 
| Murphy, demanded elimination of at 
least six of 19 points. Most objec- 
tionable in program is one limiting 
contracts between agents and their 
clients to one year. Others would 
give the actor the right to cancel 





had authority to change any of the 
program since the 19-point plan had 
been approved by the SAG member- 
ship. 

Other members of SAG agency 
committee in addition te Murphy are 
Basil Rathbone, Gloria Stuart, Mor- 
gan Wallace, Edward Brophy, Maude 
Eburne. 


Abe Lastfogel is chairman of the | ica, is 


AMG committee. Other members 
are Leland Hayward, Bert Allenberg, 
Frank Vincent, M. C. Levee, prexy 


of William Woolfenden, chairman; 
Freddie Fralick, Sam Armstrong, 
Dave Thomson and William Ste- 
phens. Both committees have been 
given authority to represent their 
full memberships and to take any ac- 


| tio nthey believe necessary. Agents 
| also invited the NBC and CBS artists 
bureaus to join them in fighting the 
SAG licensing idea. 


Dr. Towne Nylander, regional di- 
rector of National Labor Relations 
Board, has under advisement the is- 
suance of unfair labor practice 
charges against major companies, re- 
quested by the Screen Writers Guild. 
The SWG claims the producers have 
refused to negotiate with them as the 
exclusive bargaining representative 
for all writers as directed by the 
NLRB. 

Screen Directors Guild hearing on 
petitions charging 10 major compan- 
ies with unfair labor practice and 
asking the NLRB to certify the Guild 
as bargaining representative for di- 
rectors, unit managers and assistant 
directors, was completed last week 


| with summation of the evidence by 


attorneys. William R. Ringer, NLRB 


| trial examiner, is now preparing his 


reports for submission to the board 
in Washington. 

William Walsh, senior counsel for 
NLRB, in referring to a letter to the 
Guild from Darryl! F. Zanuck in 
which the 20th-Fox executive sug- 
gested the SDG be divided into two 
groups, said: 

‘Move te Destroy Guild’ 


‘By this ultimatum the producers 
attempted to destroy the Guild and 
lessen its effective bargaining power 


'in violation of the National Labor 
| Relations Act. He said jurisdiction 


of the board was established in the 
Screen Writers Guild case, and that 
producers recognized the employee 
status of directors by inserting a 
clause which reads, ‘The preducer 


| hereby employs the director.’ 


Alfred Wright, counsel for 20th- 
Fox, was delegated by associate at- 
torneys to make the principal argu- 
ment for the producers. Latter con- 
tended that neither Senator Wagner, 
Congress nor the President had in 
mind men who are paid from $250 to 
$6,000 and more per week when the 
Wagner act was enacted. 

Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
ducers Association, in a state of 
eclipse for four years, has been re- 
organized, and will make a fight to 
secure better terms from Screen Ac- 
tors Guild than those given to major 
producers. The following commit- 
tee has been named to contact the 
SAG: Edward Halperin, Sam Katz- 
man, George Hirliman, Lou Rantz, 
Phil Krasne and Phil Goldstone. 

New officers of the association are 
Phil Goldstone, president; Phil 
Krasna, George Hirliman, Sig New- 
field, v.p.’s; Sam Wolf, sec.; Bud Bar- 
sky, treasurer. 

Rise in production costs resulted 
in a big drop in independent produc- 
tion for the states-right market, the 
association claims, and that revival 
of independent production will prove 
a boon to unemployed actors, techni- 
cians, et al., but that*this cannot be 
engineered without the direct co- 
operation of the actors themselves. 

‘Community Chest has agreed to 
turn over 10% of all funds contrib- 
uted by the motion picture industry 
to the Motion Picture Relief Fund. 
The first day of cooperation, how- 
ever, resulted in a telegraphic warn- 
ing to the studios from the SAG that 
there must be no compulsion. It 
was reported that certain studios had 
handed pledge cards to actors on 
which the amount they were ex- 
pected to contribute had already 
been filled in. 

Kenneth Thomson, executive sec- 
retary of the SAG, filed a complaint 
with District Attorney Buron Fitts 
following receipt of anonymous tele- 
phone threats. 

Prod. Rep on Board 

Producers this week will appoint 
a representative to sit on an arbitra- 
tion board to conciliate differences 
between the producers and the SAG 
which may arise over the interpreta- 
tion of the new modified agreement. 
The SAG has already named Murray 
Kinnell to represent it. These two 
will select a third member. 

Edwin Duden Ashton, formerly 
with the publicity department of Co- 
lumbia Broadcasting in New York, 
has been hired as public relations 
counsel for the SAG. 

Board of directors of Society of 
Motion Picture Film Editors has ap- 
pointed the following executive com- 
mittee: Edmund D. Hannan, Edward 
Dmytryk, Robert W. Carlisle, Louis 
H. Sackin and Otto W. Meyer. 

Frank Gillmore, president of As- 
ugnciated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
here for conferénces with 
Kenneth Thomson, of the SAG, and 
leaders in other AAAA organiza- 
tions. He will go from here to San 





»f the organization. Committee rep- 
resenting the indies is composed 


Francisco to discuss the Fair with 
exposition officials. 
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| TOMORROW THEY START LAUGHING 
| IN RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL... 


| because. . Moves faster than a three-ring circus, with one laugh piling on top 
of another... Ladies will get a kick out of the clothes worn by Miss Stanwyck and 




















| beautiful girls.” -Jimmy Fidler... Carries substantial box-office merit. Packs plenty 
| of laugh situations and lines.”—Variety ... “A rare item of merchandise . . . has 
i the qualities of a gross builder and a run protractor.”— mM. P. Herald... “Com- 
: 1 hines the thrills of exciting detective story and laughs of a high-speed comedy . . . No 
i fears of competition... when ‘The Mad Miss Manton’ comes to town.” 
= Motion Picture Daily ... “Should i] een — 
be box-office hit.” -Showmen’s a ” 
Trade Review... One of the fun- \- 7 ~ gf 


niest pictures to come out of 
Hollywood.” ~George McCall 
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FILM BOOKING 


‘CHART 


(For information of theatre and film exchange bookers, VARIETY presents a complete chart of feature releases of all the American distributing 
eompanies for the current quarterly period. Date of the reviews as given in Variety and the running time of prints are included.) 
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(R) 


REISSUES 






















































































































































































“OF TITLE PRODUC $ Mone 
eELEASE ER DISTRIB. TYPE TALENT DIRECTOR TIME KEVIEWED 
LE: ae MINS. BY VARIETY 
/ THE CROWD ROARS A. Hitchcock Me r uM atin | Cae ie — et 
8/5/38 BAREFGOT BOY di Wenhotics Ltr — PP ae age oO ve . R. Thorpe 87 8/3 
BULLDOG DRUMMOND IN AFRICA Harold Hurley sae Seams § Beumih kata 2 eee: eee 63 8/31 
’M FROM THE CITY Wm Sistr y y - Howard-H. Angel-H. B. Warner Louis King 60 8/31 
COME ON, LEATHERNECKS ’ strom RKO Comedy J. Penner-L. Krueger Ben Holmes 71 8/10 
7 , Herman Schlom Rep Sports R. Cromwell-M. Hunt Jas. Cruz 65 8/24 
MAN FROM MUSIC MOUNTAIN Chas, E. Ford Re 5 - a ; 
- Das, &. p Outdoor G. Autry-S. Burnette Joe Kane 54 8/17 
PALS OF THE SADDLE Nm. Berke Rep Western Three Mesquiteers Geo. Sher 5 
GATEWAY Sedanat G. Ena : “ee “ete 7eo. Sherman 55 9/14 
LETTER OF INTRODUCTION g Oth Drama D. Ameche-A. Whelan-Ratoff Al Werker 73 8/10 
LU , ; I John Stahl] U Rom-Dr A. Leeds-A. Menjou-Bergen John Stahl 100 8/3 
a ee MR. CHUMP Bryan Foy WB Com-Rom Johnnie-Lola Lane Wm. Clemens 60 8/10 
8 12/38 THE GLADIATOR David L. Loew Col Comed J. E. Brown-J. Travis “Ed Se ; 
: > » LOC y . E. Brown-J. Travis Ed Sedgwick 70 8/3 
RICH MAD, POOR GIRL Edw. Chodorov MGM Com-Dr R. Young-R. Husse R. Schunze 
THE TEXANS Lucien Hubbard Par Outdoor J. Bennett-R. Seott gms bag ih 
> ~ ; : . stt-R. Seott Jas. Hogan 90 8/3 
PAINTED DESERT Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Bries-L. Johnson Dav rg ‘ 
KEEP SMILING Sol Wurtzel eth Petia ell ; Wiehe. ¢ - ph ore avid Howard 59 9/21 
° ; urtz 2 " i S-G. Stuart Herbert lL. Leeds 65 8/17 
THE MISSING GUEST B. Sarecky j 
RACKET BUSTERS ’ reck) U Mystery P. Kelly-C. Meore-Lundigan John Rollins 65 9/14 
ma ame SONVIGTE Sam Pischoff _ WB Meller __ H. Bogart-Gloria Dickson __Lloyd Bacon 65 8/17 
8 19/38 ‘ ——- Col Col Meller R. Hayward-C. Quigley Leon Barsha 50 3/24 
BLOCK-HEADS Hal Roach MGM Comedy Laurel and Hardy John Blyst F 
GIVE ME A SAILOR Jeff Lazarus Par Comedy M. Raye-B. Ho = John Biystone 55 8/31 
s ; 3 pe-B. Grable Elliott Nugent 80 7/27 
SMASHING THE RACKETS B. P. Fineman RKO Meller C. Morris-F. Mercer Lew Land 68 / 
A ROMANTIC ROGUE John H. Auer Re Rom-D RN _M — a8 
ALEXANDER’S RAGTIME BAND , ert} a “ae 3. Auer 
; ALE sean GEES 2: ___#. J. Brown 20th Musical T. Power-A. Faye-Ameche Henry King 105 6/1 
8 (26/38 MARIE ANTOINETTE K. Stromber MGM D ee a eee ae nti nnn pe 
SPAWN OF THE NORTH ‘al Lewin g — é aan a Mgr 3 on Ww. S. Van Dyke 160 7/13 
BRRANING THE ICE i toon ae A 84 . ig 4 i. a Henry Hathaway 110 8/24 
TENTH AVENUE KID Harry Grey Rep Meller B. Cabot_B. eearts aad Sota ae 
SPEED TO BURN Jerry Hoffman 20th Sports M. Whalen-L. Bari . 19 
BOY MEETS GI n Bis ’ aptly ° alen-L. Bart Otto Brower 60 6/8 
: __BOY MEETS GIRL Sam Bischoff |. WB Comedy ___Cagney-O’Brien-M. Wilson __ Lloyd Bacon 86 8/31 
eo eee ee ees ee ee a 
Ls y skit ‘o eller ° ‘ obinson- W. arri g / 
oa Si ot —" yg tpl sing MGM Rom-Dr Sisetdemnary-llnireirPena i Thorpe rd fx 
m. T. Lackey Mono Rom-Dr A. Nagel-J. LaR é ) ) 
SING, YOU SINNERS Wesley Ruggles Par Com-Rom B. Creme. Saaidarnae dean ‘hoo os wae 
oneal sane ie sere - renee — = a - Fs nee aeane Mark Sandrich 83 8/31 
, . g e ome , eason-L. ; ; i 
BILLY THE KID RETURNS Chas. Ford bes Satere R. Sosere- 5. Merneite on ooo Se 9/21 
MY LUCKY STAR Marry J. Brown 20th Mus-Rom Henie-R. Greene-Remero Roy Del Ruth 96 9/14 
FRESHMAN YEAR Geo. Bilson U Comedy D. Dunbar-E. Truex-Lundigan Frank McDonald 65 9/21 
FOUR S A CROWD David Lewis wB Com-Rom a a R. Russell-E. Flynn ____ Michael Curtiz 95 8/17 
9/9/38 THE LADY OBJECTS Wm. Perlberg Col Com-Rom G. Stuart-L. Ross ~ Erle C. Kenton 63 5 
pag nm gay Sets — m Ee —, o’ Wieeten ie or = Nelson — 
n nsidine )\ I rama . Tracy-M, Rooney-Hu é / 
STARLIGHT OVER TEXAS Ed Finney Mono Western Tex Ritter-C. Lakeoex Al Gert $8 pF 
IN OLD MEXICO Marry Sherman Par Western W. Boyd-G. Hayes Edw.D.Venturini 62 9/28 
AFFAIRS OF ANNABEL Lou Lusty RKO Comedy J. Oakie-} Ball Ben Stoloff 73 8/10 
Bn hag poh py all PR tg Stone 20th Comedy J. Prouty-S. Byington Mal St. Clair 55 9/7 
s ax H. Golden U Drama W. Gargan-J. Hodges Otis Garrett 62 
SECRETS OF AN ACTRESS _ David Lewis __ WB Rom-Dr _ _K. Francis-G. Brent ___Wm. Keighley 70 —a 
9/16/38 JUVENILE COURT Col Col Drama P. Kelly-R. Hayworth-Darro =D. R. Lederman 60 9/14 
TOO HOT TO HANDLE % Weingarten MGM Com-Dr Gable-Loy-Carrille Jack Conway 108 9/21 
MEXICALI KID obt. Tamsey Mone Western J. Randall-W. Barry Wallace Fox 56 9/7 
KING ALCATRAZ Par Par Drama G. Patrick-L. Nolan-Naish Robert Florey 55 10/5 
THE RENEGADE RANGER Bert Gilroy RKO Western G. O’Brien-R. Hayworth David Howard 60 10/5 
HOLD THAT CO-ED D. Hempstead 20th Rom-Com J. Barrymore-G. Murphy Geo. Marshall 80 9/28 
Vauaer OF Glare yk ee — a 
_ VALLEY ‘s |! man u : rris-C. Trevor m. Keighley 15 8/17 
9/23/38 STRANGER “ROM ARIZONA Monroe Shaft Col Western B. Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton 55 9/21 
WANTED BY POLICE Lindsay Parsons Mono Meller Darro-E. Knapp H. Bretherton 59 9/28 
CAMPUS CONFESSIONS Par Par Football B. Grable-H. Luisetti G. Archainbaud 65 9/14 
eee Ghee wee 4 = Sed : —— ab — ——— 63 9/28 
arry Grey ep estern . Autry-S. Burnette a taub y 
TIME OUT FOR MURDER Sol Wurtzel 20th Meller G. Stuart-M. Whalen H.B Humb'rstone a Vy 
ROAD TO RENO Ed Grainger U Com-Dr R. Scott-H. Hampton S. Sylvan Simon 68 10/5 
S- FOUR DAUGHTERS Ben Glazer ws €om-Dr Priscilla-Rosemary-Lane Michael Curtiz 90 8/17 
9 30/38 GIRL’S SCHOOL Samuel Marx Col Rom-Com A. Shirley-N. Grey-Bellamy John Brahm 71 9/28 ~~ 
; YOU CAN’T TAKE IT WITH YOU Frank Capra Col Comedy J. Arthur-L. Barrymore-J.Stewart Frank Capra 126 9/7 
MAN WITH 100 FACES A. Hitchcock GB Drama L. Palmer-T. Walls A. Hitchcock 
VACATION FROM LOVE MGM MGM Comedy D. O’Keefe-F. Rice G. Fitzmaurice 65 10/5 
wag A pp Bs 2s nr ane os D. yg age Lee-B. Cook Jas. Hogan 60 10/5 i 
. 8. Berman om arx Bros.-L. Ball Wm. Seiter : 
OVERLAND STAGE RAIDERS . Wm. Berke Rep Western Three Mesquiteers Geo. Sherman $s Pas : 
DOWN IN ARKANSAW Armand Schaefer Rep Drama R. Byrd-Weaver Bros. Nick Grinde 65 10/12 ; 
STRAIGHT, PLACE AND SHOW D. Hempstead 20th Com Ritz Bros.-R. Arlen David Butler 66 9/28 | 
YOUTH TAKES FLING per aarnele vv Ce one sao Cana. i + tgs Arebh ae = ry i? 
oe Pasterna om- . McCrea-A. Lee rehie Mayo 718 imi 
GARDEN OF THE MOON ou Edelman WB Musical P. O’Brien-J. Payne-M. Lindsay ‘®¥usby Berkeley 94 an 
10/7/38 CRIME TAKES HOLIDAY Col Col Meller J. Holt-M. Ralston Lewis D. Collins 61 ore 
, WEST OF THE SANTA FE Col Col Western C. Starrett-I. Meredith Sam Nelson 
STABLEMATES Harry Rapf MGM Com-Dr W. Beery-M. Rooney Sam Wood 89 10/5 
MR. WONG, DETECTIVE W. T. Lackey Mono Mystery B. Karloff-E. Brent Wm. Nigh 67 : 
TOUCHDOWN, ARMY Par Par Football J. Howard-R. Cummings Kurt Neumann 713 9/21 
MR. DOODLE KICKS OFF Bob Sisk RKO Com J. Penner-J. Travis Leslie Goodwins 713 10/5 
THE NIGHT iors Pv aohwe 5 — ed Bc ae ag a Travis Sidney Salkow 65 10/5 
MEET THE oward J. Green omedy J. -L. Bari-R. Allen Eugene Forde 
THAT CERTAIN AGE Joe Pasternak U Mus-Rom D. Durbin-J. Cooper Edw. udwig ase os 
BROADWAY MUSKETEERS Bryan Foy ws Comedy M. Lindsay-M. Wilson-J. Litel John Farrow 63 10/19 
10/14/38 FLIGHT TO FAME Ralph Cohn Col Drama C. Farrell-J. Wells C.C.Coleman, Jr. 
LADY VANISHES . Hitchcock GB Rom-Dr M. Lockwood-P. Lucas Alf Hitchcock 
YOUNG DR. KILDARE u Ostrow MGM Com-Dr L. Ayres-L. Barrymore H. Bucquet 83 10/19 
WHERE THE BUFFALO ROAM Finney Mone Western Tex Ritter Al Herman 
ARKANSAS TRAVELER Geo. Arthur Par Com-Dr B. Burns-F. Bainter Al Santell 83 10/5 
A MAN TO REMEMBER Bob Sisk RKO Drama E. Ellis-A. Shirley Garson Kanin 79 10/5 
FIVE OF A KIND K.. MacGowan 20th Rom-Com Dionne Quins-Hershoit H. I, Leeds 83 10/12 
THERE GOES MY HEART Hal Roach UA Rom-Com F. March-V. Bruce Norman McLeod $1 9/28 
SWING THAT CHEER ax Golden U College T. Brown-A. Devine Harold Schuster 
THE SISTERS avid Lewis WEB Drama E. Flynn-B. Davis-A. Louise Anatole Litvak 95 10/5 
10/21/38 LISTEN, DARLING Jack Cummings MGM Rom-Dr Bartholomew-J. Gariand Edw. Marin 72 10/19 
, MYSTERIOUS RIDER sa! ween” one ge > - tome wage ro 7 ong nme 14 
MAD MISS MANTON . J. Wolfson ys-Com . Stanwyck-H. Fonda eigh Jason 78 10/12 
MYSTERIOUS MR. MOTO So] Wurtzel 20th Meller P. Lorre-M. Maguire Norman Foster 61 9/21 
YOUNG IN HEART D. O. Selznick UA Rom-Dr J. Gaynor-D. Fairbanks, Jr. Richard Wallace 
SERVICE DE LUXE Ed Grainger U Com C. Bennett-V. Price-Ruggles Rowland V. Lee 85 10/19 
GIRLS ON PROBATION Bryan Foy WB Drama E. Flynn-B. Dayis-A. Louise Anatole Litvak 65 
10/28 /38 LAW OF THE TEXAN Monroe Shaft Col Western Buck Jones-D. Fay Elmer Clifton i 
fo THE LITTLE ADVENTURESS Col Col Action-Dr E. Fellowes-J. Wells D. R. Lederman e 
THE GREAT WALTZ Bernard Hyman MGM Musical L. Rainer-F. Gravet J. Duvivier te 
THE LAST RIDE Jeff Lazarus Par Rom-Dr A. Tamiroff-F. Farmer Alfred E. Green ie 
MEN WITH WINGS Wm. A. Wellman Par Drama F. MacMurfay-R. Milland Wm. A. Wellman as 
I STAND ACCUSED John H. Auer Par Drama R. Cummings-H. Mack-L. Talbot John H. Auer 61 ie. 
MIRACLE RACKET mm P. ———— ron py . oe. —— in we i 
SUEZ Gene Markey pec . Power-L. Young Allan Dwan 190 10/19 
THE STORM Ken Goldsmith U Drama C. Bickford-B. McLane Harold Young i 
THE LAST EXPRESS Irving Starr U Meller K. Taylor-D. Kent Otis Garrett 60 10/19 : 
BROTHER RAT Robert Lord WB Comedy _W. Morris-P. Lane-J. Wyman Wm. Keighley 90 10/19 te 
11/438 IN EARLY ARIZONA aie ape ce Western B. Elliott-D. Gulliver Jos. Levering F 
THE CITADEL ictor Saville rama onat-R. Russell ing Vidor 
GANGSTER’S BOY W. T. Lackey Mone Meller J. Cooper-L. Gilman Wm. Nigh i 
ILLEGAL TRAFFIC Harold Hurley Par Meller J. C. Naish-M. Carlisle Louis King rh 
ALWAYS IN TROUBLE John Stone 20th Comedy J. Withers-A. Treacher-J. Rogers Jos. Santley is 
TRADE WINDS W. Wanger UA Rom-Com J. Bennett-F. March Tay Garnett 6 
EXPOSED Bert Kelly U Drama O. Kruger-G. Farrell Max Golden ; 
es HARD TO GET Sam Bischoff _ ws Comedy D. Powell-O. de Haviland Ray Enright 
‘41/ DVENTURE IN SAHARA Lou Appleton Col Drama P. Kelly-L. Gray D. R. Lederman i ‘ 
at, 11/38 ate THE FROG Herbert Wiicox GB Meller N. Beery-G. Harker Jock. Barrons. Se Sin 
SWEETHEARTS Hunt Stromberg MGM Musical J. MacDonald-N. Eddy W. S. Van Dyke 
IF I WERE KING Frank Lloyd Par Drama R. Coleman-F. Dee-Rathbone Frank Lloyd 100 9/21 
ANNABEL TAKES A TOUR Lou Lusty RKO Rom-Com J. Oakie-L. Ball Lew Landers 66 10/19 
STORM OVER BENGAL rmand Schaefer Rep Rom-Dr P. Knowles-R. Hudson Sid Salkow 
JUST AROUND THE CORNER ’ wt nal 7 ynwrne A . _— ee eee 
é STRANGE FACES r elly om- - Ment-F. Jenks r agsa ame 
TORCHY GETS HER MAN Bryan Foy ws Comedy G. Farrell-B. MacLane Michael ~ itis ” 
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almost every instance causes hinter- 
land editors to bitterly call attention 
to the many libels and inaccuracies 
in such performances. Newspaper- 
men resent anything that lowers 
their profession in the eyes of the 





general public. They may not have 
the same belitting effect in a large | 
city, but in the emaller cities it be- 
comes a matter of grave importance 
The work of the reporter is usually 


shown in a picture in such a way 
that he is lowered in the estimation 
of the public, and he becomes the 


butt of many uncalled-for wisecracks. 

In commenting on this libelous por- 
trayal of the newspaperman on the 
screen, one editor resented the utter 
disregard for the true portrayal of 
the work of the newshawks. ‘Report- 
ers and editors are not drunkards, 
guzzlers and picture thieves. Their 
lives are not all play, drinking, res- 
cuing beautiful girls, showing pro- 
fane disrepect for the police, the} 
district attorneys, and other public | 


office, or to the city desk, sit on the 
edge of the desk, his hat cocked at a 
rakish angle, a cigaret dangling 
loosely from the side of his mouth, 
and tell the editors where they get 
off. The reporter never calls up the 
desk and tells him to ‘stop the 
presses’ for a big scoop. The average 
reporter goes about his assignments 
in a business-like way, and follows 
all the rules of a highly specialized 
profession.’ 

This editor, to prove his point, 
showed the writer the editorial room 
of his paper, pointed out its clean or- 
derliness, and commented upon the 
gentlemanly appearance of the men 
who were industriously working 
away at their typewriters. He spe- 
cially emphasized the lack of confu- 
sion and noise, although at that par- 
ticular time, bulletins of the critical 
European situation were coming in 
every minute. He added that not one 
of his men was addicted to drink and 


| that picture stealing would result in 
| instant dismissal. 


How the Rap Works 


in his denunciation of the screen’s 
| portrayal of newspapermen, He said 
|that he had instructed his motion 
| picture reviewer to criticize severely 
'any picture in which a reporter or 
any other member of the staff was 
unfairly depicted, and moreover to 
keep pounding away about these in- 
accuracies during the entire time it 
was being shown at the theatre, 

All this has a detrimental effect on 
the friendship of newspapers for the 
film industry. When a newspaper- 
man, from the publisher down, wit- 
nesses a picture in which a member 
of the craft is caricatured, he thus 





which, 


becomes antagonistic to the picture | 


industry in general, or so it would} 
seem, because, as stated, this seems 
to be truer away from New York, 


Chi or Los Angeles. 

In our travels on behalf of the best 
entertainment drive, we hastened to 
point out the editors that most 
of the newspaper stories were writ- 
ten by former newspapermen, and 


to 


that directors and producers natur- | 


ally assume that the portrayals are 


accurate, since they are written by | 


men who presumably know about 
their profession, 

In territories where double fea- 
tures are the vogue, editors gave 





6 

readers when they pointed out the 
objections to having to sit through 
three or more hours of pictures, to 
see, in many cases, only one which 
was worthwhile. 

Many editors consider the star 
system unwise; that it is not good 
policy on the part of the industry 
to play the individual instead of the 
story. They were enlightened that 


stars are made by the public and not | 


by the producers. 
Cycles and Gambling 


The sameness of stories and the 
trend of cycles of particular themes 
after a while become tire- 
some and 
criticism. But when 
were told of the various vicissitudes 
a script must go through because of 
censorship restrictions in various 
parts of the country, they 
that the producers were not entirely 
to blame. 

Gambling in motion picture thea- 
tres is another banc that they dwelt 
upon. The newsmen seem to resent 
the fact that motion picture thea- 
tres, which are primarily purveyors 
of entertainment, should resort to 


| gambling games to stimulate attend- 


ance, 
serve, 


Motion pictures, they ob- 
should be good enough to 


vent to their feelings on this subject| bring patrons into a theatre without 














officials.. No so-called ‘star reporters’| The managing editor of another big | also. They felt that they were Voice | the added incentive of money prizes. 
can come into the managing editor’s' city daily was even more vehement’ ing the sentiments of many of their’ As one editor expressed it, ‘either 
awe ws 
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EIGHTEENTH ANNUAL CONVENTION 
Motion Picture Theatre Owners of America 














- OKLAHOMA CITY 


Come on “Out Where The West Begins” for the 
grandest pow-wow that ever mixed fun and excite- 
ment with profit and business! Bring the missus— 
and plan for the time of your lives! .. . Special 
hotel and travel rates .. . Startling and sensational 
events against a background of Indians, Cowboys, 
Rodeos and Oil Fields! ... Not to forget the talk- 
fests with all the men you've always wanted to meet 
... 10 get the best... . MAKE RESERVATIONS NOW! 


OCT. 30-31 
NOV: 1-2 


NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS © 1600 BROADWAY e NEW YORK CITY 





realized | . 
| the value of business property and 


boring, also came in for | 
these editors 


| 
| on the picture industry. 
| 
| 


the motion picture theatre be turned 
into a banknite house completely, or 
remain what it was originally in- 
tended to be, a motion picture the- 
atre.’ 

All editors are practically unani- 
mous in praising the progress of 
pictures and their clean and moral 
tone. They praise the industry for 
a willingness to conform to public 
opinion regarding the moral tone of 
pictures and added that parents to- 
day need not worry about allowing 
their children to go to any of the 
motion pictures, as they are assured 
that nothing detrimental will be 
| shown, 

The picture theatre as a business 
asset to their cities is another matter 
commented upon by the editors. All 
acknowledge that the advent of pic- 
ture houses in communities enhances 





| brings people to the business cen- 
ters and prosperity to the merchants. 
On the subject of radio gossipers, 
all are more than convinced that 
much of the gossip by Hollywood 
commentators is doing a great deal 
of harm because of uncalled for slurs 


The survey made of editors, 
through the Motion Pictures’ Great- 
est Year campaign, at the insistence 
of Howard Dietz and Paul Gulick, 
of the campaign, 
demonstrates the fact 
who, heretofore, had 


the coordinator 
conclusively 
that editors 


| been laboring under many false im- 


pressions about the industry, have 
become more friendly towards the 
industry. They all frankly acknowl- 
edge, after many of their questions 
are satisfactorily answered, that the 
industry does have many compli- 
cated problems, and that, in the ag- 
gregate, they and their newspapers 
are more than willing to be the 
friends of the film biz, if in turn the 





/ motion picture industry will take in 
good faith the criticisms offered. 
| = 


| Prog’s Releasing Deal 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Progressive Pictures completed a 
deal for the release of four pictures 
through Majestic. 
Films are ‘Slander House,’ ‘Rebel- 





lious Daughters,’ ‘Delinquent Parents” 
and ‘Meet the Mayor.’ 


| —E 





AL GREEN’S ‘TURF’ 
Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Alfred E. Green has been handed 
the assignment by Edward Small to 
direct ‘King of Turf.’ 
{ Green is washing up 
, West Point’ in two weeks. 


‘Duke of 


| STUDIO CONTRACTS 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 





RKO signed Richard Clarke te 
stock contract. 
Alexander Hall handed straight 


two-year director pact by Columbia, 

Franz Waxman inked a composere 
conductor deal with Metro. 

Douglas McPhail penned player 
ticket at Metro. 

Charlie Hoag inked player cone 
tract at Republic. 

Donald McBride handed actor pact 
by RKO. 

Paramount signed Marry McKay 
to player contract. 

20th-Fox contracted Leonard Hoff- 
man and Harold Tarshis, writers. 

20th-Fox renewed Louis Silvers’ 
musical director pact. 

Wolfgang Reinhardt, 
newed at Warners. 

Carrington North signed as sce- 
nario editor by Standard Pictures. 

Janet Chapman, moppet, handed 
new ticket by Warners. 

Fred Niblo, Jr., inked writing deal 
with Warners. 

Warners signed Mary Lee 
; player contract. 


STORY BUYS 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Republic bought ‘I'll Take the 
High Road,’ an original by Robert 
Andrews. 

Howard Spring sold his British 
best seller, ‘My Son, My Son,’ to Ed- 
ward Small. 

Sol Lesser bought ‘Snow Maiden,’ 
by Barton Browne. 

Fine Arts acquired ‘Full Speed 
Ahead,’ by James Henrihan. 

Paul Kohner sold Conan Doyle’s 
‘The Hound of the Baskervilles’ to 
20th-Fox. 

Columbia purchased Mark Kelly’s 
original kid story, ‘Call Me Muggsyvy.’ 


TITLE CHANGES 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
‘Love Affair’ is latest tag for ‘Love 
Match’ at RKO. 
RKO changed ‘The Pure in Mind’ 
to ‘Saints without V/ings.’ 
‘Tarnished Angel’ is release title 
for RKO’s ‘Miracle Racket.’ 

New tag for ‘Unfit to Print’ 
Warners is ‘Love Bites Man.’ 
‘Bundle of Joy’ became 

body’s Baby’ at 20th-Fox. 
Release title of ‘The Last Ride’ at 
Paramount is ‘Escape from Leaven- 
worth,’ 
‘Adam’s Evening’ changed to ‘His 
Exciting Night’ at Universal. 
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Annabel Takes a Tour 


(Continued from page 12) 





and humor of Hoffman's original 


‘idea is retained, with writers adding 


embellishments of some slick dialog 
and laugh sequences in the new yarn. 


Jack Oakie accompanies Lucille 
Ball on personal appearance tour to 
keep the star on the front pages. 
Breezy p. a. runs into Ralph Forbes, 
a viscount, who also authors pop 
flaming-love tomes, and starts to 
work tieing him up with Miss Ball 
for publicity breaks. Stunt works 
with fine effect, until star falls for 
the reticent novelist, and decides to 
retire from pictures to marry Forbes. 


This precipitates round of difficul- | Ge 


ties, topped by appearance of Forbes’ 
wife and children and dash of Miss 
Ball back to Hollywood to escape 
process servers. 


Jack Oakie is breezily competent 
as the fast-talking and fast-thinking 
p. a. Miss Ball handles assignment 
of the film star in capable fashion. 
Ruth Donnelly continues as private 
secretary to producer Bradley Page; 
both carrying through original roles. 
Ralph Forbes is okay as the vis- 
count, and supporting cast is ade- 
quate. 

Direction by Lew Landers is at a 
steady gait, and his motivation of 
comedy and spacing of dialog is ef- 
fective. Production has been given 
standard mounting. 


THE LAST EXPRESS 


Universal release of Irving Starr produc- 
tion, Features Kent Taylor, Dorothea 
Kent, Greta Granstedt, Shaw and Lee, Paul 
Hurst. Directed by Otis Garrett. Screen- 
play by Edmund L. Hartmann from orig- 
inal by Baynard Kendrick: editor, Maurice 
Wright; camera, Stanley Cortez. At Rialto. 
N. Y., week Oct, 12, '38. Running time, 
63 mins. 

Duncan MacLain...cccccecsss: Kent Taylor 
Amy ATGER...ccccccccccsece Dorothea Kent 


Spud Savage... .cccccccccesss: Don Brodie 
Gladys Hewitt... icccccvseve Greta Granstedt 
SBPrinGer 2. 1.-cccccccccccceccces Paul Hurst 
Trilby see eeeeeeeeesecessss- Samuel Lee 
GRAMS cccsccvcccvcescecseoseos Albert Shaw 
Peete MECIMER. ..ccceeseies Edward Raquello 
Howard Hewitt...... Robert Emmett Keane 


Meredith .. 


‘ seseeeeCharles Trowbridge 
Frank Hoefle 


: ; 6b tneognes Addison Richards 





Workmanlike performances by 
Kent Taylor and Dorothea Kent are 
not enough to lift this from the rut 
of detective melodrama fare. Pic- 
ture is one of those Crime Club plots 
which probably read a whole lot 
better than it appears on the screen. 

Story, which rings in the New 
York subways, is fairly intriguing 
despite meandering route taken. This 
murder mystery vehicle seems to be 
an instance where the audience 
wonders why the mystifying ele- 
ments were not more clearly de- 
veloped. 


Sleuth-politico fable is taken from 
Baynard Kendrick’s story of the 
familiar link between a _ gangster 
power and group of city officials. 
It shows a private Sherlock (Kent 
Taylor) and his partner (Don 
Brodie), ferreting out this conniving 
because the d.a. can’t depend on his 
own Officials to recover valuable 
papers stolen from city files. Two 
baffling murders further complicate 
things. 

An added hazard for the principal 
detectives is injected by having 
them in a ticklish spot, both with 
the police and the gangsters. Miss- 
ing documents are uncovered by the 
sleuths when they search an aban- 
doned subway near a city hall, obvi- 
ously intended to be New York. 
These sequences contain the most 
suspenseful moments as the search- 
ing party ducks into manholes, situ- 
ated in the middle of subway tracks, 
in time to escape onrushing trains. 

Reference to the Sea Beach Ex- 
press, as the train which goes 
through Brooklyn to get to the 
beach, seems a bit stilted to New 
York patrons as‘do the subway sta- 
tion sets. Slaying of the special 
prosecutor is done by means of a 
bomb, although he is fired at point 
blank by a woman, highly implaus- 
ible as executed on screen. 

Kent Taylor does his utmost to 
inject action into sleuth character 
despite stiffling lines and involved 
action, and succeeds when given half 
a break. Dorothea Kent is attractive 
enough and sufficiently sincere to 
have been given fuller opportunity. 
Greta Granstedt, as the other femme 
character, the wife of an involved 
city official, is satisfactory without 
being outstanding. Edward Raquello, 
in the role of special prosecutor, 
looks like a comer. 

Albert Shaw and: Samuel Lee 
(vaude team) are cast as rival detec- 
tives and manage to get some smiles 
but, at the same time, detract from 
main story thread. W. Farrell Mc- 
=~ is smothered in a subordinate 
role. 

Film has several passages that 
make it appear that the production 
code boys are softening up a bit. 
There’s the scene where a man starts 
for the ladies’ room in the subway 
station and another where he offers 
the subway confection counter girl 

to do him a favor, with quick ex- 
planation that she is to trail a femme 
Suspect when, she registers indigna- 


| tion. 


Also, the continued amorous 


mugging of the detective master 
mind as soon as he spots a new 
| feminine face seems over-accentu- 


' ated 
| go big where they like murder-in- 
| the-subway thrillers. Wear. 


PRAIRIE MOON 


(WITH SONGS) 
Hollywood, Oct. 13. 
release of Harry Grey produc 
Autry Features Smiley 
Deane, Tommy Ryan. 


Republic 
tion. Stars Gene 
Burnette, Shirley 








Directed by Ralph Staub Original screen- 
play by Betty Burbridge and Stanley Rob- 
erts; camera, William Nobles; film editor, 
Lester Orlebeck Previewed in Projection 
| Room, Oct. 10, '38. Running time, 58 mins 
SEI -++++.-Gene Autry 
Frog wii ..Smiley Burnette 
. > SS Se ee ee Shirley Deane 
Pes 6.006 saad Ke keeee need ..Tommy Ryan 
Dbeta chebsbeswe.d tes cesues Walter Tetley 
Dt Atecedeobs< 406.04 O66 ..»»-David Gorcey 
| Welch..........00.05.+6-.-Stanley Andrews 
Mii bes eae Cdwdeee buen William Pawley | 
0 er ee ere Warner Richmond 
PT erry Pee Raphael Bennett 
is Oh0%.4'4664 cheb 44a ECE Tom London 
a PEE LECCE IT OT Te --..Bud Qsborne 
NU huh 9099490494046 66006 Jack Rockwell 
SN SUENNON 6% 4 Saale te wen ecco Peter Potter 
A top western that has good 





chances of cracking key houses as 
| second half of duals. ‘Prairie Moon’ 
gives Gene Autry the advantage of a 
good story, smart direction, a capa- 
|ble cast and higher production budg- 
let than his previous offerings. For 
houses where Autry is a favorite, 
picture is a cinch. 


Different twist to general run of 
westerns is provided with introduc- 
tion of three tough kids from Chi- 
cago to the ranch left by their 
father. The boys romp through the 
picture merrily, making things mis- 
erable for Smiley Burnette, and 
maintaining interest. 

Autry loosens up for his character- 
ization, with result that he gives a 
personable performance. Four songs 
are interspersed, three by Autry and 
solo, ‘Trigger Joe,’ by Smiley Bur- 
nette. Of the three, pair are new; 
‘Hoofbeats on the Prairie’ and “The 
Girl in the Middle of My Heart.’ 
Oldtimer is ‘The West, a Nest, and 
You.’ Autry puts them over in fine 
style. 


Plot has slight background of cat- 
tle rustling on which to present 
Autry’s experiences with three tough 
kids from the city. Boys are brought 
west when their gangster father is 
killed at family ranch, and Autry is 
asked to take care of them. 


Smiley Burnette is amusing as 
Autry’s. sidekick, while Shirley 
Deane provides just the right 
amount of romance as the school- 
teacher. Stanley Andrews, outlaw 
leader, handles his role with less of 
the leering melodramatics of a 
western heavy. 

Tommy Ryan, Walter Tetley and 
David Gorcey are the three tough 
kids. Ryan, discovered by Repub- 
lic, was last in ‘Tenth Avenue Kid.’ 
Gorcey is a brother of one of the 
Dead End Kids. Young Ryan is 
most effective, and antics of the trio 
are sure-fire for the nabes and 
smaller towns. 

Direction by Ralph Staub injects 
smoothness into a fast-tempo unfold- 
ing. and his sketching of the several 
difficult characterizations to main- 
tain plausibility is particularly good. 
Script by Betty Burbridge and Stan- 
ley Roberts has numerous. wise- 
cracks by the three kids. 

Picture has been given better pro- 
duction than previous. offerings in 
the Autry series. Pictorial back- 
grounds for the rides and chases are 
fine, helping a good job of photog- 
raphy. 


ROTHCHILD 


(FRENCH-MADE) 

Regal (Sherman S. Krellberg) release of 
a Escalmel production at Pathe-Natan stu- 
dios, Paris. Stars Harry Baur. Directed 
by Marco De Gastyne. Screenplay, Jean 
Guitton and E. R. Escalmel from original 
novel by Paul Lafitte; music, Guido Curto; 
camera, Gaston Nrun; English titles, Mark 
A. Brum and Charles Jahrblum. At Bel- 
mont, N. Y., Oct, 12, '38. Running time, 
78 mins. 


RROthchild. ...ccccccccsvesccecge Harry Baur 
BT ccccccccccccccvccseecsseccoece Pasquali 
BArBae ccccccccccccsccsccescesesecets Pauley 
Barcel 2. cccccccccccsesccecseoes Casadessus 
MnGeleime. ..ccccccccciceces Claudie Cleaves 
Mile. Fallot. .ccccccsccccees Germaine Michel 
ODT sé cbc cccoceuseeecsccees Germaine Auger 
DISBOt. cccccccvcccesessecges Philippe Heriat 
Marty. .ccccocccccccecsesess Georges Paulais 
ProfesSOL..cccccccscsceseseeeeees 


Jean a’ Yd 





(In French; with English Titles) 

This is the second screen adapta- 
tion of Paul Lafitte’s original novel, 
first done by Gaumont-British with 
George Arliss. The French carton 
with Harry Baur in the lead again 
testifies that the rather impossible 
fable requires truly fine acting of 
these two names to offset it. What 
Arliss did for the Anglo version, 
Bauer does for the Gallic entry—and 
that’s plenty. Minus expert charac- 
terizations film would sag in any 
tongue. it’s that kind of melier- 
farce, which is none too strong, de- 
pending to large extent on what the 
cast can do with it. Titling is very 
Americanese in language and should 
help some for Yank appreciation. 
Baur’s name also has some standing 
| though . this importation is not the 





Picture is safe dual bet, and will 


' tic tale of rags to riches made realis- 


|tic by performances of Baur and his 
;|bum crony, Pasquali. Baur’s acting 
| in the title role of a hobo with a 
|8rand name leaves nothing to be 
| asked. Character delineation is 
icomplete to the finger nails. Pas- 
iquali is equally good in a less im- 
portant though not minor role of a 
scheming hobo who engineers the 
elevation by Baur’s misuse of the 
grand surname. Pauley, as the un- 
scrupulous banker, finally debunked 


by Baur, is the only other cast} 
standout. 
| The magic of the name Roth-| 
child moves the entire story the 

same as did ‘Mister Hobo’ (GB).| 


|Treatment and bits of business by 
|actors and director put it across. 


some paring down from its 78 min- 
utes. Hurl. 





Theatres-Exchanges 


Buffalo. 
Charles B. Taylor, advertising and 
publicity director of Shea’s Theatres, 
awarded the $500 exploitation prize 
in the ‘Paramount on Parade’ con- 
test. 





Philadelphia. 
Doug George, out-of-town exploi- 
tation man in the Warner Bros. cir- 
cuit publicity department here, has 
been switched to chief of publicity 
with Standard Theatres, Inc., in Ok- 
lahoma. Standard is a WB subsid. 





Cincinnati. 
Joe Goetz has been appointed as- 
sistant to Colonel Arthur Frudenfeld, 
RKO division manager. He will act 
as supervisor of maintenance, serv- 
ice and personnel for RKO’s nine 
local theatres. 





Canton, O. 
Joe Blowitz named manager of 
the Capitol, a Warner house in 
Steubenville, O., replacing Harry 
Hans. 
Harry Kendrick named manager 


of Warner Bros. theatre at Am- 
bridge, Pa. sureceeding William 
Goldman. 


Earl Bailey, present manager of 
the Liberty and Family theatres, 
East Liberty, Pa., has succeeded Les 
Bowser as manager of the Harris 
theatres at Warren, O. Bowser has 
been appointed manager of the new 
Perry theatre, Pittsburgh. 

Denver. 

Westland Theatres, Inc., has taken 
over the two Victory theatres—New 
Victory and Victory No. 2—from 
J. B. Melton, who has operated them 
for a number of years. Melton 





Florida plantation. 

Si Gertz, editor of the Civic News, 
the Civic theatres’ publicity paper, 
will also manage the Rex, succeeding 
Kenneth Richards, who moves to the 
Granada. H. A. Thornbrough goes 
from the Granada to the Egyptian, 
succeeding G. L. Sandstrom, leaving 
the company to enter other work. 





Seattle. 

Guy Navarre, manager of United 
Artists exchange here, appointed 
member of city censorship board by 
Mayor Langlie. He succeeds Vic 
Gauntlett, ad. manager of Hamrick- 
Evergreen Theatres, resigned, who 
had served two years. 





Rex Stevenson, booker for Sterling 
chain, left Oct. 1 for S. F. to join 
— staff of Golden State The- 
atres. 





Atlanta. 
G. Tom Bailey, owner and opera- 
tor of chain of colored theatres here, 
added No. 7 to his local string when 
he took over Pictorial, on Welch 
street, which has been dark for a 
number of years. 





Pine Bluff, Ark. 
John A. McLeod, Jr., manager of 
the Strand Theatre here to succeed 
Tommie Dowdy who left here to as- 
sume management of his own thea- 
tre at Crenshaw, Miss. 





Tommie Dowdy, past 12 years 
connected with theatres, has bought 
the Ritz theatre at Crenshaw, Miss., 
and will return to his home town 
from whence he came. 





Greenville, S. C. 
Severn Allen to State, Henderson- 
ville, N. C., as manager with Robert 
(Bud) Mosely in at Carolina. Bill 
Camp from Carolina staff to Rivoli as 
assistant mgr. 





Salisbury, N. C. 

Frank Irwin has been transferred 
by North Carolina Theatres, Inc., 
from the Capitol here to the Caro- 
lina at Winston-Salem. Jack Jordan 
has been elevated. from-—doorman at 
the Capitol to fill the assistant man- 
ager vacancy. 





Moundsville, W. Va. 
Grand, closed for a fortnight, re- 
opened under the management of 





eed Weaver on her 
} - ; , | tion 
|, Yank consumption it could stand | 

| local dignitaries. 
|} tion, a big parade was formed, and 
proceeded from the station through 


,;ances each day 
and during the balance of the week 





Picking on Marj 
Louisville. 

In connection with the showing of 
‘Hold That Co-Ed,’ at the Strand, 
manager A. B. McCoy, who has for 
the past five years managed the Up- 
town, nabe operated by Fourth Av- 
enue Amusement Company, started 
his new job with a bang when he 
arranged for a visit by Marjorie 
Weaver, local gal, who has been on 
a steady upbeat in recent pix. 

McCoy received full co-operation 
on the part of several local lunch- 
eon clubs and organizations, the 
mayor, and others, and met Miss 
arrival at the sta- 
with a 60-piece band, drum 








corps, and a large representation of | 


After the recep- 


the downtown district to the theatre. 


Miss Weaver made three appear- 
(Sunday-Monday), 


rested at the home of relatives. She 
was the guest of honor at several 
social functions, and received pienty | 
of art and stories in the local news- | 
papers. McCoy didn’t overlook a | 
single bet in acquainting local peo- | 
ple with the fact that the iocai pic 
name was in town. 


Putting on the Skii 


Rochester. | 
Mrs. Florence Belinson, manager 
of the Little, has arranged co-op tie- 
up with Rochester Ski Club, Cham- 
ber of Commerce and leading depart- 
ment stores for showing of a ski pic- 
ture as soon as weather favors out- 
door sports. 


Stores will plug the picture and 
sell tickets in the sporting goods de- 
partments as a comeon for custom- 
ers and ski club will take over the 
theatre for a special showing for 
members. 





Horror Comes East 


Providence. 

RKO Albee has been transformed 
into a Coney Island fun house for 
the ‘Dracula’-‘Frankenstein’ revival. 
Lobby and marquee have been flood- 
ed with green lights. Ballyhoo man 
out front is costumed in skull-mask 
and a scream-record blasts out inter- 
mittently in the lobby. 


Special spook show was given Sat- 
urday eve. (15) with skeletons on 








leaves to make his home on his | 


|.Haroid Lloyd lot in Westwood. 


» vem .C., Harvey, tvé THTITTTTTTT Nina, Mee Makinnes Je sleryec) ; : | 


to rapidly piling gross as proof. 


Cold Feet? 


Wichita, Kan. 

Orpheum exploitation stunt for 
double bill ‘Dracula’ and ‘Frank- 
enstein’ turned out a dud. Harry 
Sefton, week before opening of pic- 
tures here last Friday, advertised 
that he would pay $5 to Wichita 
woman who would enter empty the- 
atre at midnight on Thursday night 
and sit through the two pictures 
alone in the darkened theatre. 

Shirley Tucker, co-ed, one of 25 
who sent in letter of application, was 
chosen. Thursday night came and 
theatre kept open awaiting arrival 
of Miss Tucker who never did show 
up. Management called her next day 
and her excuse was that she got the 


| days mixed and had planned to come 


Friday night. Since management 
had informed her it would be Thurs- 
day night and both local papers car- 
ried story and her pix for stunt that 
night the theatre called it off. 





Just Helping Hands 


Lincoln. 
When Ray Holtz, exploiteer and 


| ballyhooer for the Bonham, in Fair- 


bury, Neb., got married, the boys 
he’a always called on to help him 
put over some trick—came without 
calling. 

Pulled a charivari nifty by having 


| Holtz and his new bride handcuffed 


to a davenport in the lobby of the 
theatre, hung up a ‘Love Finds Ray 
Holtz’ sign, and serenaded him with 
a three-piece band. All the home- 
towners took a liberal gawk and 
laugh. 





It’s Just Waiting 


Seattle. 

Playing up the Catholic angle in 
‘Boy’s Town’ (MGM) for first run 
showing at Fifth Avenue and Blue 
Mouse, Vice Gauntlett got great re- 
sults, pix doing record biz first week 
and now wowing for record B.M. 
opening in a long time. 

Ads were placed in local Catholic 
newspaper and co-op of priests ob- 
tained, by direct contact and through 
this advertising. Result was fav 
speils at all the parishes in this lo- 
cale. 





Carefree Redheads 
Charlotte, N. C. 
The Charlotte News and the Im- 
perial theatre tied up on a promo- 
tional for the Ginger Rogers-Astaire 


poles placed throughout the theatre. | ‘Carefree.’ The paper carried a cou- 
Public loved it, according to mana- | pon admitting red-heads to the pic- 
ger Kenneth Rockwell, who points | ture as guests of the paper and the- 


atre. 
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Show Sat.; Sun. 3, 6, 9:00, 
Mats. 50c, to $1. Eves. 5S0c. AST Q 
to $2. Sat. & Sun. Mats.. ! 


Sat. Mid. & Sun. 6 P.M. a 
5c. to $1.50 (Plus Tax) way & 45th 
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Spectacular Stage Productions 











NOW PLAYING 











Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
‘Gang Smashers,’ with an _ all- 
Negro cast, was sent into work by 
Million Dollar Productions on the 
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“Toe Hot te Handle” 
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‘Boys Town’ 
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“SUEZ” COMES TO BROADWAY 


xperienced in handling tremendous ~ _ four boxoffices are sufficient for the biggest, 

crowds, New York’s 5886-seat Roxy attractions. But with “SUEZ,” even the | er. KONE 
: R : ees VRE O's a Se a's 
{Theatre keeps on call extra ushers, cash- Roxy’s full battery of six boxoffices (largest,  MarrgaeETR terre ‘she 
iers, doormen for emergencies. But even in the world) was not enough. Of interest gp GASe 
the Roxy’s elaborate plans were inadequate to all showmen, these scenes show how the = ee metre 
when the 20th Century-Fox hit “SUEZ” Roxy’s augmented staff operates when a 


had its world premiere run there. Usually, smash brings thousands storming the doors. 
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“Busy? S-a-y I haven’t even had “haath flay like this and I'l) 
a chance to powder my nose!” be positively exhausted!” — 
Cashier No. 1, Georgia Childs. Cashier No. 2, Olive Kniffen. , 








("Did yOu GV@F see so many Sita. “| must have sold millions of 
in all your born life?”’"—Cashier tickets today.’’—Cashier No. 4, 
‘No. 3, Marguerite Hutcheon. _ Liiy Webster. 











1 Aa haiti eke Rasabh avy int ent Simply 2 Crowds strain against the tape. Tiecmnien W. G. Smith, Fred  Wandreds stand in back oft 


Cashier No.5, Elmina Rainwates Erma Hatt, pes Fanning, Ralph Miller need all their strength. ¥ last their patience is to be 
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4 Meanwhile, with the Roxy packed beyond its 5886 seating capacity, a crowd of more than 500 is gathering in the rotunda 
under Capt. Walter Darrah’s watchful eye. Suddenly they break through the guard lines, completely filling the huge rotunda. 
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Treasurer Frank E. Muldoon, guarded by Policeman Protected by bars in the vault, Treasurer Muldoon and assistants, 
James Cummings, with drawn ‘gun, takes cash from William Moran and Walter Corwey, count up. 
boxoffices to theatre vault.. 
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n back of the orchestra watching om 4 soy | ] ‘Armored car froaa Ul. §, Trucking Corp. takes cash for deposit in the Chasé National Bank. 
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Ike Levy and Arthur Judson May 
Take Over Columbia Phonograph 


Although CBS has gone cold on 
the deal, there’s a possibility of the 
American Record Corp. (Brunswick, 
Columbia and Vocalion) being ac- 
quired by a couple of important 


figures associated with the net- 
work, They are I, D. Levy, v.p. 
and major CBS stockholder, and 


Arthur Judson, president of the Co- 
lumbia Concerts Corp., a CBS sub- 
sidiary. It was Judson, backed by 
Levy, who had urged CBS’ board to 
consider the purchase of the phono- 
graph record combine. 

Herbert Yates, major stockholder 
in American Record, is advising as- 
sociates that a deal is still pending 
but he has declined to name the 
potential buyers. 


HILLBILLIES 
ACCEPTED BY 
UNION 


Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 


Quick ruling by the A. F. of M. 
headquarters ordered hillbilly crew 
on WCAU (members of an out-of- 
town local) taken into the Philly 
branch when station threatened fo 
legally get around the local’s de- 
mand for stand-by pay by having 
the mountaineers make transcrip- 
tions and playing them. 

Outfit over which the trouble arose 
is the ‘Sleepy Hollow Gang,’ spon- 
sored by Drug Trade Products in 
two half-hour spots daily. They are 
members of the Reading, Pa., local. 
Under A. F. of M. rules, the Philly 
group would be entitled to stand-by 
fees when a traveling crew works 
here. There is no objection, how- 
ever, to playing E.T.s made by mem- 
bers of an out-of-town local. 

So, to avoid trouble, Joe Weber, 
A. F. of M. prez, ordered groups to 
become members of the Philly group. 











St. Louis, Oct. 18. 

More than 200 exponents of hill- 
billy music will complete in cham- 
pionship contests, fostered by the 
National Hillbilly Association in the 
convention hall of the local munici- 
pal auditorium Sunday (23). Con- 
tests will be divided into six divi- 
sions; yodeling, fiddlin’, string band, 
girl warblers, accordionist and 
guitarist. Pappy Cheshire’s KMOX 
string band will defend its thrice 
won national title, and the Texas 
Rangers of KMBC, Kansas City, is 
considered one of the strongest chal- 
lIengers in this division. ‘Skeets,’ 
champion yodeler, is also skedded to 
defend his title. Susie, ‘The Gal 
from the Hills,’ from WTMV in East 
St. Louis, is among thirty femmes 
who will try for the femme warbling 
champ, a title held by Susie. 


Natchee, an Indian, has promised 

to defend his national title as fid- 
dling champ against a large field 
that includes Buddy Mudd, midwest 
titleholder. Others who will defend 
their titles are ‘ 0’ Murphy, 
guitar king; Frankie, accordion 
champ. The show, aside from the 
championship events, will feature 
Lazy Jim Day of Kentucky; Lexie 
White, Arkansas yodeler; KWK’s 
Early Birds and 18 other individual 
acts. . 
Sessions will be held in the after- 
moon and evening with the house 
scaled from 40c. to 55c. Last year 
similar events sponsored by Larry 
Sunbrock, prez. of the National Fid- 
dling Assn., attracted 35,000 natives 
to the two shows. 


Rubinoff in Public 


Detroit, Oct. 18. 

Still recuping from long illness, 
Rubinoff will go to bat for friend 
Gov. Frank Murphy at the Gover- 
nor’s Ball in Naval Armory here 
next Friday (21). 

Will be violinist’s only public ap- 
pearance before leaving for Florida 
and a three-months convalescence. 
Ball is sponsored by state em- 
ployees boosting Gov. Murphy’s re- 
election campaign, 











ED MURROW FETED 


Luncheon This Friday to Honor CBS’ 
London Director 

Edward R. Murrow, European di- 
rector of CBS, is in New York on a 
visit from his London office. He will 
be the one that blushes Friday (21) 
at a luncheon which CBS is tossing 
at the Hotel St. Regis, N. Y. This 
follows by one week a similar CBS 
event for Hans von Kaltenborn, 
Murrow gets the vacation as a 
bonus for his work during the Czech 
crisis. 





Johannes Steel’s Book 


Talks of Johannes Steel, foreign 
commentator on _ station WMCA, 
N. Y. (not to be confused with John 
Steele, Mutual’s London rep), will 
be published by Universal Publish- 
ing Co. next week. Tome is in three 
parts, the foretelling, the actuality 
and the aftermath of Munich. Will 
peddle for 50c. 


Boo6k will be _ ballyhooed on 
WMCA. Called ‘The Truth About 
Munich.’ 


Steele will also lecture on Radio 
in a Democracy at the Rand School 
for Social Science on Nov. 15 to- 
gether with George Henry Payne of 
FC: 


Kay Hansen Partnered 
With Ned Williams In 
New York Adv. Agency 


K. K. Hansen and Ned E. Williams 
will open their own advertising 
agency Nov. 1. Both have so far 
specialized in the amusement fields, 
but it is there intention to apply the 
operations of the new agency, Han- 
sen-Williams, Inc., to the general ad- 
vertising field. 

Hansen will continue to handle the 
Rockwell-O’Keefe, Inc., office and 
Casa Loma band accounts, while 
Williams will maintain his publicity 
assignments with Duke Ellington 
and Cab Calloway. Williams is not 
for the time being severing his con- 
nections with the Mills Artists, Inc., 
office completely. 

Partners have taken quarters for 
their agency in Radio City. Hansen 
was formerly N. Y. general manager 
for the Russell C. Comer agency. 


STEVE FULD TOURS | 
FOR CBS RELATIONS 


Steve Fuld has switched from 
Radio Sales, Inc., CBS subsid, to the 
network’s station relations depart- 
ment. He will do his handshaking on 
the hoof, with the initial trip slated 
to start next week. 

He takes over the spot made va- 
cant by Lincoln Dellar’s assignment 
to WBT, Charlotte, as manager. 


Don Lee Visio Saie 


Los Angeles, Oct. 18. 

Synchronization methods and ap- 
paratus, long nurtured by Don 
Lee’s’ television expert, Harry 
Lubcke, were sold last week by 
Radio Corp. Patent rights cover 
U. S., Canada, Great Britain and 
Germany. 

Don Lee will use new gadgets in- 
vented by Lubcke. 




















Shouse, Dunville Present 


Dewey Long to Cincy 


Cincinnati, Oct. 18. 
Dewey H. Long, newly appointed 
manager of WSAI, bowed to local 
advertisers, agency and press lads at 
a cocktaii party in his honor at the 
Netherland Plaza Friday (14). 
James D. Shouse, general manager, 





and Robert Dunville, sales manager, 
of Crosley’s WLW and WSAI, engi- 
| neered personal introductions at the | 


| eIbow-bending session. 
! 





‘J. U. Reber Stalks His 





Prey but Stili No Dice 
On Kellogg Super-Show 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

John U. Reber of J. Walter} 
Thompson, stalked out of this town 
last weekend just as much up in the 
air about his new Kellogg show as 
before he set foot on colossal soil. 
Two central figures, one of which 
around the program would pivot, 
fish-eyed and cold-shouldered his ap- 
pealing overtures. Cary Grant gave 
him a blank NO and Carole Lom- 
bard let him know she’d rather not 
be bothered about an hour show' 
every week. Just before leaving 
town he lunched with La Lombard. 
Answer was still NO and the tab 
was on Reber. 

Reber’s persistence rates with the 
tradition of the mounties and the 
homies are not betting the other 
way. That he will get his man—or 
la femme—is not such an odds-on 
proposition as some are prone to 
imagine. He'll be back in a few 
weeks and the huddling will start 
anew. If he lands either it will be 
no less than a terrific victory for the 
great discoverer. 

Until the central character is fixed 
there can be no other deals on the 
show, Reber let it be known. Agency 
point-blank denied that Bobby 
Dolan is committed to the music 
spot. Big factor in Reber’s favor is 
the time element. First pitch doesn’t 
sail over the plate until early 
January. 





Steeplechase Stunt Into 


Cincinnati Ballroom 


Cincinnati, Oct. 18. 

Josef Cherniavsky will take his 
Musical Steeplechase program or- 
chestra into the Topper ballroom, 
pop dansant in Music Hall, Friday 
(21) for a break-in on a series of 
one-nighters in this section. Song 
title quiz feature of the air show 
will be picked up by WSAI from 
10:30 to 11 p. m. 

An origination on WLW, Steeple- 
chase fed to the Mutual web for 
several weeks. It was discontinued 
recently. 


Moosedom’s Special 


Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 

WFIL will pump to WOR and the 
Quaker State web a full hour com- 
mercial show on Oct. 27, celebrating 
the 50th anniversary of the founding 
of the Loyal Order of Moose and the 
25th anniversary of Mooseheart. 
Show will be directed from Philly 
studios by Albert H. Ladner, Jr., 
of the local order. Switches will be 
made to stations in Easton, Harris- 
burg, Erie and Pittsburgh toe pick up 
speeches and bands of orders there. 

Skedded to spiel on the show are 
James J. Davis, Senator from Pennsy 
and director general of Moose, who 
will be saluted as the founder of 
Mooseheart; Matthew H. Neeley, 
Senator from West Virginia; Robert 
H. Reynolds, Senator from North 
Carolina, and former Mayor William 




















F. Broening of Baltimore. 


Transamerk Won't 
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Allow McClatchy 


To Terminate Sales Rep Deal 





NBC IN NEW PLANT 


Turns Back Theatre and Warner Hall | 
to Landlords 


| 
} 








Hollywood, Oct. 18. | 

With most of the departments 
ensconced in their new Radio City 
quarters, NBC is cutting loose from | 
its two rental sites. El Capitan the- | 
atre, housing ‘Good News,’ and the | 
studio on Warners Sunset lot, used | 
occasionally for this or that one, will | 
be turned back to their owners. 

Don E. Gilman, western division | 
topper, figures that the new plant’s | 
four big audience studios and the | 
two at the Melrose avenue site will 
amply handle all Hollywood produc- 
tion. Columbia has taken over the 
Warners building for the Jack Haley 
(Wonder Bread) show and one or 
two others. 

New plant blossomed out yester- 
day (Mon.) without ballyhoo or fan- 
fare. Entire personnel moved over 
from Melrose although NBC is re- 
taining the plant largely for produc- 
tion. Don Lee was on a deal for the 
site but couldn’t get together on the 
sale price. 

Local staff will be augmented by 
around 25 workers from _ Frisco. 
Traffic and accounting headquarters 
has been moved from the Bay City 
and later other departments will 
gradually come south. 


Gambarelli & Davitto 
Adjust Affairs with WOR 
After Church Choir Nix 


WOR, New York, was confronted 
with possibility of airing 15 minutes 
of sponsored silence last week when 
prospective sponsor, Gambarelli & 
Davitto (wine firm) and_ station 
couldn’t agree to drop contract over 
casting troubles. Told they would 
have to use time signed for, vintners 
and station finally ended in happy 
settlement. 

Account had signed Westminster 
Choir of Princeton, N. J. for show 
without full okay of directors. When 
Presbyterian Church heard choir’s 
angel was alcoholic it nixed deal. 
Sponsors wanted realease but were 
turned down by station which said 
time must be tused. G. & D. then 
said they would use time to suit 
themselves and proferred the silence 
gag which was to be broken up 
every four minutes with announce- 
ment due to FCC regulation. 

Finally went on with transcrip- 
tions and will follow through with 
George Schackley Moonbeams and 
Choir Invisible starting Oct. 21. 
Goes on every Friday at 9:30 p.m. 
Moonbeams was same program that 
was popular with speakeasy tuner- 
inners way back for weeping-in- 
their-beer sessions. 


FELIX DYCK HOFF 
BACK TO COMPTON 


Felix B. Dyck Hoff has quit his 
post with George Washington Hill, 
Jr., in the advertising department of 
the American Tobacco Co. and 
moved back to the Compton agency. 
Compton until a few weeks ago 
handled one of the ATC accounts, 
Pall Mall cigarets. 

Hill, Jr., said yesterday (Tuesday) 
that he had no plans for replacing 
Dyck Hoff. 




















Scramble among the automotives 
(currently ducking entertainment) 
for spot announcement placements, 
all to be run off within about the 
same period, is helping to swell the 
October and November grosses for 
the smailer stations in an appreciable 
way. With the major outlets loaded 
up with these accounts to the point 
where they can make available only 
the early a. m. and late night spots, 





the minor-rating stations in such 


Entertainment-Ducking Automotives 


Cause Sudden Spot Blurb Boom 





markets are enjoying the overflow 
business. No like situation has pre- 
vailed since 1936. 

Auto manufacturers have already 
taken every available announcement 
spot on the No. 1 stations in the vari- 
ous topranking communities to call 
attention. to their new models, and 
it now looks as though such brands 
as Lincoln, the new Mercury, Pontiac, 
Oldsmobile and Studebaker will have 
to turn to the smaller-watters if 
they want to go on the air. One sta- 
tion last week, when asked to quote 
availabiity for an automobile spot 








announcement campaign, replied that 
the best it had came before 7 a.m. 
and after 11 p.m. 

Automotives currently on the spot 
announcement bandwagon are Nash 
(a newcomer to this type of advertis- 
ing), Buick, Dodge, Chevrolet, Ford 
and Plymouth. It is possible that the 
one or two others may wait until 
their competitors’ campaigns have 
expired, but the belief is that they 
wili all want to get off on their air 
plugging as quickly as possible and 
they will turn to the next best facili. 


+ 
- —___-——_— 


Transamerican Broadcasting & 
Television Corp. refuses to release 
the California Radio System, which 
is controlled by the McClatchy 
group, from its representation con- 
tract. McClatchy last week notified 
Transamerican that the deal was 
cancelled as of Oct. 31, but the latter 
has replied that it will hold Mc- 
Clatchy to the agreement which they 
signatured last November as long as 
there is a California Radio System. 
There was no termination date or 
notice terms in the contract. 


Cancellation came from McClatchy 
without any prior hint of dissatis- 
faction. Transamerican claims that it 
had made substantial investment in 
promoting the CRS and that just as 
things were starting to break for the 
regional in the way of plenty na- 
tional account schedules McClatchy 
decided it could carry on for itself. 

Guy Hamilton, general manager of 
the McClatchy newspaper and radio 
properties, is due in New York Oct. 
22. He will likely appoint a successor 
representative during his stay. 


WLS-WENR MAY 
GET ‘39 GAMES 


Chicago, Oct. 18. 

Indications are that Generali Mills 
will break down the local NBC set- 
up against baseball play-by-play and 
will have baseball here next season 
on a combination set-up that will 
take in both WLS and WENR, blue 
outlets. 


General Mills which had been on 
WBB\M, the Columbia outlet for sev- 
eral years, was shut out of trans- 
mitter when Kellogg signatured the 
station for the next three years. 
With WGN figured as a repeater 
with Old Golds next year, GM had 
mulled the idea of going off baseball 
entirely rather than take a rumble- 
seat line-up for next season. But 
now appears hot on working out a 
deal whereby WLS and WENR, 
which split time on the same wave- 
length will merge effectively to per- 
mit the continuous broadcast of 
play-by-play despite the jump of call 
letters and transmitters during the 
broadcast. 


Mills also planning to continue on 
WIND for supplementary baseball 
play-by-play. 


STREITMAN BISCUIT’S 
REGIONAL SERIAL 


Chicago, Oct. 18. 

‘The Black Flame of the Amazon’ 
disc series, now being handled by 
Trans-Air here, has been sold to 
Streitman Biscuit of Cincinnati for 
spotting in Ohio, West Virginia, 
Kentucky, Virginia and North Caro- 
lina. 

‘Amazon’ is also on in Michigan 
and northern Ohio under the spon- 
sorship of the Hickok Oil firm of 
Toledo. 


Bill Powell’s Scripts 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 

Six weeks of radio plays have 
been lined up for William Powell 
when he moves into the emcee spot 
and dramatic lead on Hollywood 
Hotel next Friday (21). Herbert 
Marshall has been filling to allow 
Powell to completely convalesce 
from his recent surgery. 

Brewster Morgan productions will 
be ‘Tovarich,’ ‘Of Human Bondage,” 
‘Trouble in Paradise,’ ‘Death Takes 
a Holiday,’ ‘Journey’s End’ and ‘By 
Candlelight.’ 


Chas. Kapps Quits WMCA 


Charles Kapps, production head of 
station WMCA, New York, has re- 
signed. Left for the Coast via Chi- 
cago stopoff Saturday (15). Not 


























known what he'll do out there. 
James McCaffrey, former engineer, 

will replace Kapps. McCaffrey has 

been with the station some time in 





ties available, 
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Mann Holiner, A. L. Lynn Feud 
Over Old G 


qquetienemenmenenen 4 


Couple of personal 
within the lLennen 
agency are reported to be strained 
as a result of the booking of Larry 
Clinton’s band for the Old Gold 
show which starts on CBS Nov. 20. 
What had started out as a clash 
over musical tastes has developed 
so many side complications that 
Mann Holiner, L&M radio director, 
and A. L. Lynn, executive on the 
O. G. account, may, it is said, find 
themselves facing a serious show- 
down. 

Holiner had strongly favored the| 
use of sweet music on the forthcom- 
ing program. He wanted the 
agency to buy a production music 
unit of some 20 men with the con- 
ductor coming from  Columbia’s 
staff, probably Leith Stevens. Lynn 
urged the engagement of an or- 
ganized dance unit, preferably one 
with a reputation in the swing divi- 
sion. 

After Clinton’s selection had been 
approved by the account and the 
contract placed with the Rockwell- 
O’Keefe office, the agency discov- 
ered that it didn’t have the band 
on an exclusive basis. Clinton had 
also been booked on the Quaker 
Oats show, which bowed: on NBC 
three Saturday nights ago (1). Lat- 
ter revelation upset the agency, and 
there was a passage of opinions and 
I-told-you-so’s that did anything but | 
allay the already prevailing nettled 
relations. 








Origin Point | 
No sooner was it decided to Ber 
cept this situation than the needle | 
came out again and it was pointed | 
out that Clinton was under no obli-| 
gation to shift from New York to) 
Hollywood with the program’s star, | 
Robert Benchley. Humorist’s stay | 
in New York was only guaranteed | 
for eight weeks by his studio, Metro. | 
If so inclined, the film producer | 
might order him back to finish some | 
shorts any time after the first of} 
the year. 

Clinton’s booking reps agreed that | 
while the contract committed him 
to only eight weeks from Nov. 20 
on and with New York as the point 
of origin there was a good chance 
of his moving out to the Coast, pro- 
viding the Palomar, Los Angelies 
niterie, were lined up for him at the 
time. Under Clinton’s contract the 
account is obligated to return him 
to the program when the latter re- 
turns east, even if the bandman 
doesn’t make the trip to Hollywood. 


‘Road to Life’ Moved 
To Chicago for Proximity 
To Author Irna Phillips 


Production of Procter & Gamble’s 
*Road to Life,’ currently on NBC 








Chicago this Monday (24). Move will 
Bive the serial’s scriptist, Irna Phil- 
lips, a chance to look in on the put- 
ting together of the show. Miss Phil- 
lips, who also writes ‘The Guiding 
Light’ and ‘Woman in White,’ lives 
in Chicago. There will be an en- 
tirely new cast for ‘Life.’ 





PIMLICO ‘IN’ TO NBC 


Baltimore, Oct. 18. 
WFBR, which has an exclusive 
with the Pimlico race track here, 
has sold the broadcasting rights to 


the special match between War Ad- | 


miral and Sea Biscuit set for Nov. 
1, to NBC. Station is a member of 
the red network and has heretofore 
acted as key station for airing of fa- 
mous Preakness. 

NBC understood to have several 
commercial nibbles for race, which 
had CBS also bidding. Pimlico tie 
up with WFBR set by Alfred G. 
Vanderbilt two years ago in appre- 
ciation for promotion and co-opera- 
tion since his active entry into the 
management of historic race course. 


Orson Welles Off 
Gulf; May Take 
Screen Guild 


Delegation from Young & Rubi- 
cam was in Pittsburgh yesterday 
(Tuesday) talking to Gulf Oil about 
the selection of a show to replace 
John Nesbitt in November. Among 








| shows understood to be on the sub- 


mission list is the weekly hour’s set- 


up that the Screen Actors Guild has | 


been trying to sell for months. 
Agency thought it 


and was surprised when Gulf sud- 
denly nixed the proposition. 


Federal Theatre Radio 
Seeks Royalties for Its 








Prepared scripts of radio shows 
put on in the past by the Radio Di- 
vision of the Federal Theatre have 
been made available to small sta- 
tions, community drama groups, col- 
lege and school and professional and 
amateur organizations. Cost of the 
scripts range from $1.50 per quarter- 
hour program to $5.00 for full hour, 
including those calling for up to 15 
separate parts. 


shows. Paul de Kruiff ‘Men Against 
Death’ series, the radio rights for 
which were given gratis to the 
FTRD by the author are listed but 
are among those for which a royalty 
for their use will have to be paid. 
Those available range from 15 min. 
‘Accident Prevention’ shows to Oscar 


full-hour programs. 


Leith Stevens’ 2nd Short 








‘Life’ will replace “Vic and Sade’ 
on the CBS Pacific Nov. 7 when the 
general switch of P & G accounts 
takes place. The morning Coast 
version will at that time move over 
to the California Radio System, 
while ‘The Guiding Light’ (White 


Naptha) starts on the CRA Monday | 


(24) as a five-time-a-weeker. 





WIP Music Goes Hot 
Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 

WIP eliminated violins and ac- 
cordion from the Clarence Fuhrman- 
directed outfit and replaced with 
brass. Band’s now 

with solid jive. 
Three rhythm, three brass and 
three sax combo now consists of 
Herman Scott, Jack Pedrick, Al 


Hubbs, Andy Egan, George Pendle- | 


ton, Fred Johnson, Jim Tryon and 
Bill Davies. 


in the groove | 


Leith Stevens’ Saturday Night 
Swing Club orch. on CBS, makes its 
second WB Vitaphone short Nov. 21- 
22. Bobby Hackett, who has his own 
crew at Nick’s in Greenwich Village, 
N. Y., will do several trumpet solos. 
Vocalist to work with the band not 
yet signed. 

Stevens was slated to go into the 
State, Hartford, with his Swing Club 
Oct. 9, but the recent hurricane 
‘forced postponement. It’s deferred 
until December. 





For Money? 
Cincinnati, Oct. 18. 
Cincinnati Business and Profes- 
sional Women’s Club members will 
be heard in a series of monthly sus- 
tainers on WLW starting Oct. 29. 
Initial stanza will be an insurance 
exec’s discussion of ‘Why Women 
| Work.’ 


had Orson | 


Welles sold to the petroleum account | take toward the hearings is a matter | 


While the} 


Original Radio Scripts 


Scripts listed in a printed catalog | 
cover both royalty and non-royalty | 


Wilde, Jules Verne and Ibsen Cycle, | 


‘FOG-BOUND BY 
old Music Booking: TRANE ANGLES 


stones! WEBR DEEDS OVER ITS oR 


Washington Staffs Approach 

| FCC’s Monopoly Hearings 
| with Few Qualified Re- 
porters— Uncertain If 
Publishers, Many of Whom 
| Control Stations, Will Try 
to Play Up Coverage 


SUBTLE ANGLES 


Washington, Oct. 18. 
Daily newspapers of the United 
States important enough to maintain 
news staffs in Washington face a 
| journalistic task of the first magni- 
tude in covering the FCC’s investiga- 
tion into alleged radio ‘monopoly.’ 


ll of these dailies sense the possible | 
|importance of the subject and some | 
|of them, not friendly to the Roose- | 
velt administration, would probably | 


like to make political capital of the 
|expected disclosures. What consti- 





| tutes a problem of unique difficulties | 


| is that the keenest Washington cor- 
|respondents frankly admit they get 
| hopelessly lost in the maze of radio 
politics. They say that in all their 
newspaper experience there never 
was a jungle of such contradictions, 
|confusions and technicalities. 


| Mislead 


Almost complete absence of real- 
|istic and acute radio trade knowl- 
| edge background is what handicaps 
| the newspaper reporters. They are 
| easily mixed up and continuously in 
| the past have muffed the meaning of 
stories. They are dependent upon 
quotable personalities and upon what 


| 
| 
} 


| 


| formation but which usually aren't. 
Just what attitude the press will 


of future determination. 
FCC is looking into the networks and 
so on there is also pending Senator 
O’Mahoney’s committee search for 
the lowdown on the giants of eco- 
nomics generally. That the press, 
which is big business would be en- 
tirely lacking in sympathy for radio, 
which is also big business, brings in 
all sorts of subtle connotations and 
ramifications. 


Bitterness of the newspapers gen- 
erally is well known. That 150-odd 
dailies, many of them the most 
prominent, own radio stations and 
that newspaper ownership of stations 
is an integral part of monopolistic 
indictments also must be considered. 


‘Hot If You Can Get It’ 


Trained noses of the Washington 
| correspondents were hot on the trail 
| Thursday (13), when FCC General 
Counsel’s bouncing and the chair- 
man’s pep-talk broke almost simul- 
taneously, but the news bureau big- 
shots were behind the eight-ball 
from the start, through an almost 
universal lack of knowledge con- 
cerning inner affairs of the FCC— 
which only a few newsmen include 
in their regular beat. 

| Hot stuff, if you can get it, was 
| general attitude. 

Announcement of Hampson Gary’s 
ousting and indication that other 
heads would drop into the basket 
shortly spelled only one thing to 
most of those who attended the pow- 
wow: Long-awaited house cleaning, 
ordered by President Roosevelt last 
fall, was about to start with a bang. 

Most of the stories played up this 
angle, but Washington correspond- 
ents were generally uneasy over 
mention at the press conference of 
Thomas G. Corcoran, the President’s 
confidential adviser, in connection 
with the McNinch purge, and other 
hints that politics were being played 
|in deadly earnest behind Commish 
| doors. 

Washington Post story (15) with 
its implications that tne purge had 
been brought to a head by WLW case 
intensified the woes of the press. 
Post story too involved for most of 
| the dailies to take a crack at. Some 
yar were killed, others were not 
wri and several were chopped or 
purified. Post, however, still is 











they consider to be sources of in-| 


IGNORANC 





Praised-but-Penalized Report 


| 


(n WLW Not Final Decision; 


Cincy Station's Odd Predicament 


Washington, Oct. 18. 
Termination of the 500 kw license 
of WLW, Cincinnati, was unani- 


mously recommended by a special 
Federal Communications Commis- 
sion subcommittee in a report re- 
lease Monday (17). 

WLW was the innocent storm- 
jcenter of the current Commish 
| shake-up. Preliminary decision was 


based upon the opinion of Commis- 
sioners T. A. M. Craven, 


chairman, that juice-giant’s pro- 


posed program of experimental re- 
search did not require the con- 
tinued use of 500 kw ‘to result in 


any substantial contribution to the 
radio art.’ Report also advocated 
caution on the part of the full com- 
mish—which must later pass upon 
the recommendation—in extending 
WLW’s experimental authorization, 
since ‘no compelling reasons’ for an 
| extension have been advanced, and 
super-power operation has had an 
| adverse effect on the recention of 
| WOR, Newark. “Also pointed out 
| considerable uncertainty as to the 
|} economic effects generally of such 
| operation. 

| Subcommittee’s recommendations 
were considered as a mere prelim- 
inary in the case against WLW'’s 
|continued operation with the coveted 
1500 kw power. Well understood that 
| the Commission, en banc, can upset 
| the suggestions of Craven, Case and 
| Payne, if sufficient votes can be as- 


| sured for the final showdown. In- 


the matter would be kept pending 
at least a month before oral argu- 
ments are opened. 

Carefully written 24-page report 
reviewed much of the testimony con- 
cerning WLW ’s financial structure, 


George | 
Henry Payne and Norman S. Case, | 


dication over the week-end was that | 


| channel 


mitter netted $702,954, after deduc- 
tion of income taxes, in 1937, and 
$706.589 in 1936, was prominently 
mentioned in ‘Conclusions and Rec- 
ommendZation’ of the three-man re- 
port, with the notation that these fig- 
ures indicated a net return in one 
year of nearly 70% of the original 
cost of ‘all applicant corporat :on’s 
property devoted to broadcast serv- 
ice as of December, 1937.’ 


Highly Praised 
Cincy station was highly praised 
as having contributed to the techni- 


cal development of radio and ‘aug- 
mented the general store of scien:ific 
knowledge concerning this modern 
invention.’ Development and utiliza- 
tion of the transmitter for regular 
broadcast operation have been 
proved feasible, report stated, and 
improved service has been given \> 
remote rural areas. Applicant was 
described as a ‘pioneer in the field of 
experimentation’ but—although it 
was stated station ‘normally should 
be permitted to continue such ex- 
perimentation’—doubts were cast 
upon the necessity for 500 kw for 
use in the proposed program of fu- 
ture experimentation. 


Decision also called attention to 
objectionable interference suffered 
by WOR, which operates on the ad- 
jacent clear channel of 710 kc, with 
50 kw, pointing out that the New- 
ark transmitter, because of its clear 
status, ‘should normally 
serve a larger area and population.” 
While some interference would be 
experienced if WLW were reduced 
to 50 kw (its regular assignment) 
disparity of power between the two 
stations would be lessened to a de- 
gree that would reduce present ob- 


| jectionable interference to WOR, de- 


technical research contributions and | 


interference problems that was cov- 
ered in lengthy superpower hear- 
ings last summer. Fact that trans- 





banging away —carrying daily de- 
nials by McNinch, following each 
story. Also ran a Sunday editorial 
stating ‘in some quarters it is said 
that Mr. Gary has been dismissed 
for hig independence rather than in- 
efficiency.’ Same editorial voiced 
the opinion of most Washington 
newspapermen when it observed that 
‘it is extremely difficult for an out- 
side observer to formulate a con- 
clusion as to the merits of the case.’ 


Afraid of Angle; 


While most dailies shied away 
from yarns involving sub-surface go- 
ings on of the FCC, feeling was gen- 
eral that national news was on hand 
for anyone who could dig it out. Pall 
of silence which descended on the 
Commish after the Post story made 
this difficult, however, and members 
of Congress who were in town main- 
tained a clam-like silence on the 
whole row. 

Most scribes were interested in the 
connection between Corcoran and 
William J. Dempsey, McNinch’s le- 
gal aide, who was upped to Gary’s 


described as a Corcoran protege at- 


sional connections, through his 
daddy, Rep. John J. Dempsey of New 
Mexico. 

General attitude on almost all of 
the FCC stuff was expressed by one 
representative of a big daily who 
| mourned, ‘I don’t know how to write 
| this piece. It’s all so damned con- 
| tradictory.’ 
| Splashiest treatment any Commish 
story received seen in Washington 
Times account of Gary dismissal. 
Carried an eight-column streamer, 

‘FCC OUSTS HAMPSON GARY,’ 
| qualified by note in upper left-hand 
, corner, ‘Fired without Hearing,’ but 
| story was brief and factual. Times 
| was on the street during the four 
| hours which elapsed between Gary’s 
| ousting and the McNinch parley. 

Heralded by the arbitrary dismis- 
| sal of Federal Communications Com- 
; (Continued on page 32) 





tracted interest — also his Congres- | 


cision stated. 


Report, which sketched the history 
of WLW’s operation with 500 kw 
from 1932, when it received its first 
experimental grant, contained a con- 
densation of the engineering prob- 
lems and other technical matters en- 
countered up to the present time. 
Investment of the Crosley Radio 
Corporation was listed at $1,195,790, 
in December, 1927, and net worth 
$5,766,468. Original cost of the 
500 kw equipment was $396,287, ac- 
cording to the findings. 
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Protected Material Dept. 


(For Writers) 
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Local Program Registry 
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Mail Department 
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| Dailies’ Air Ignorance 
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mission general counsel—Thursday | 
(13)—for inefficiency in office, and 
threat of a general purge of Com- 
mish upper personnel, FCC last week 
was facing one of the worst crises in 
its checkered career. 


While Commissioners, members of 
the legal and examining divisions | 
and other higher-paid employees | 
scattered for the storm cellars to 
pray for a let-up in the barrage of | 
criticism which followed on the heels 
of Chairman Frank R. McNinch’s | 
latest ‘throw the rascals out’ attempt, 
the following probabilities arose: 

(1) Fight to the death between 
McNinch, Commissioners Thad H. | 
Brown and Eugene O. Sykes vs. 
Commissioners T. A. M. Craven and 
George Henry Payne, over Commish 
policies, axe-wielding and related 
subjects. (Illness of Commissioner 
Norman S. Case—who has aligned 
himself in the past with Craven and 
Payne on the particular issue in-| 
volved—raised a question as to his 
availability for the scheduled fire- 
works, while Commissioner Paul A. 
Walker remained silent as to whose 
side he would support). 


(2) Renewed campaign for a Sen- 
ate investigation of the Commish, 
with Senator Burton K. Wheeler, 
Montana Democrat who has been 
curious for some time about the in- 
ner workings of the FCC, definitely 
promising that the latest develop- 
ments would provide new fuel for 
an investigating committee. 

(3) Inquiry into exactly how much | 











meddling has been done in WLW, re- 
newal application for an extension | 
of special temporary authority. | 

(4) Following the November 
broadcast monopoly hearings, Mc- 
Ninch’s special legal aide, William J. 
Dempsey, is set to be the inside 
track. 

(5) Possible resignation. of Case, 
due to ill health. 

Commish is shrouded at the mo- | 
ment in an atmosphere of mystery. 
MecNinch first announced a _ press 
conference for Wednesday (12), then | 
postponed until Saturday (15), and 
finally sent out notice that it would | 
be an unlucky 13th for Gary and a | 
long string of higher-ups who are| 
slated for the gallows in the near| 
future. 


No Hearing 


Opposition on the part of Craven 
and Payne said to be the reason for 
the delay. Gary—former minister to 
Switzerland and Egypt, under Wood- 
row Wilson, State Department legal 
light and one-time member of the 
Commission which bounced him—re- 
ceived 24 hours’ notice of his im- 
pending doom. Was not given a 
hearing. 

Despite heated denials, it has been 
authoritatively stated that McNinch 
preferred charges of ‘inefficiency in 
the conduct of the Law Department’ 
and ‘lack of administrative ability’ 
at a noon meeting before the press 
conference. Before the final 4-2 ap- 
proval of McNinch ouster resolution 
(Case absent), both Craven and 
Payne protested suddenness of the 
move, with Craven pleading for 
Gary on the grounds that the Gen- 
eral Counsel felt that his honor was 
impugned. Payne, it was stated, de- 
manded to know which of his col- 
leagues had seconded the McNinch 
charges, but received no reply. At 
that point, McNinch backed down 
and denied that he had made actual 
‘charges’ against Gary. 

Gary’s services were ‘hereby ter- 
minated,’ during the five-minute 
meeting, and Dempsey was appointed 
‘Acting General Counsel’ —the ap- 
pointment to take effect immediately. 
Ousted barrister was turned out to 
pasture until Dec. 15, until which 
time he will receive a salary on a 
basis of accumulated leave. Demp- 
sey, who has been receiving $8,000 in 
his present capacity, will be upped 
- Gary’s salary of $9,000 in Decem- 

er, 

Bewildered Press 


At the press conference, which 
was attended by bewildered scrib- 
blers from all the important Wash- 
ington news bureaus, Chairman Mc- 
Ninch lead off with the declaration 
‘that he was fit as a fiddle after his 
long siege in the hospital and that 
the proposed shake-up would ‘mature 
rapidly.’ His manner indicated 
complete confidence in his plans. 

Chain of circumstances brought 
the name of Thomas G. Corcoran, a 
member. of President 
privy council, into the FCC picture. 
Strongly felt, in certain quarters, 
that the unanimous decision of Com- | 


missioners George Hepry, Payne, T | 


{ the 


Roosevelt’s | 
| Throughout the conference Mc- 


to recommend flat denial of WLW’s 


renewal of special authority had a. 


definite tie-in with the 
purge. 


impending 


Corcoran’s Part? 


Corcoran’s name came up at the 
MeNinch press conference, but the 
Chairman denied that the Adminis- 
tration’s purge-expert was responsi- 
ble for the ousting of Gary and other 


| contemplated changes in the upper- 


personnel, Did admit, however, that 
Corcoran presumably ‘approved’ of 
the play, since ‘I know I have the 
President’s support in what I have 
done and what I plan to do.’ 
MeNinch vigorously denied ‘rumors 


| that I am suffering from a dire and 
| malignant disease or that I am re- 


signing’ at the outset of the confer- 
ence. ‘Please disabuse your minds of 
that false impression,’ he said. _ 
Every vital organ in my body is 
sound and I've been told by the doc- 
tors that I’m in better condition than 
I was in 20 years ago.’ The chair- 





Is This a Mystery? 





Washington, Oct. 18. 


Magical disappearance of a 
bale of WLW decisions from the 
National Press Club Saturday 
(15) proved almost the last 
straw for Capital newspaper- 
men who had been waiting for 
two days to get a look at the 
actual printed copies of the fa- 
mous ‘leak’ story. 

Scribes who for two days had 
scrambled for dope and back- 
ground on WLW angles of the 
Federal Communications Com- 
mission row were left out on a 
limb when FCC releases were 
not forthcoming. Immediate 
reaction that the documents— 
containing a subcommittee rec- 
ommendation to deny the Cincy 
station further authority to op- 
erate with 500 kw—had been 
scooped off the release table 
by a ‘person, or persons, un- 
known,’—in order that harassed 
scribblers would have further 
difficulty in following up the 
WLW leak yarn. Numerous 
other copies of the decision, 
dispatched through the hand- 
out services, failed to turn up 
at news offices during the after- 
noon, though some scribblers, 
who were not particularly in- 
terested in the WLW yarn, 
managed to fish copies of the 
decision from their wastebas- 
kets to help frantic colleagues. 

Understood that the Club is 
looking into the matter, Eleven 
p.m. release date was specified 
by G. Franklin Wisner, chief of 
the FCC Press Section, in order 
to make sure that copies of the 
document would go to ac- 
credited newsmen. Press Club 
has a large associate and non- 
active membership which in- 
cludes lobbyists, politicos and 
attorneys, it was recalled. 





Wednesday, October 19, 1938 





Leaining their personal Opinion that 
| McNinch’s action was contrary to 
President Roosevelt’s announced at- 
| titude on Civil Service matters. Mc- 
Ninch admitted that the Civil Ser- 
vice board had taken no action on 
his letter. 

Quizzed as to Dempsey’s qualifi- 
cations for Gary’s vacated position, 
MeNinch described his special legal 
aide as ‘extraordinarily brilliant, a 
hard worker and of tremendous 
courage. The 33-year-old attorney 





had not had much experience before | ; 
coming to Washington to take a job! ; 


on the Public Works Administration’s 
power division, he admitted, but had 
matured rapidly in the ensuing years. 
Dempsey was graduated from 
Georgetown University in 1927, Mc-! 
Ninch revealed, and joined the 
P.W.A. staff in 1934. 

MecNinch revealed that he had 
recemmended the ousted General 
Counsel for a position on the Re- 
construction Finance Corporation 
which paid the same salary he had 
been receiving, but that Gary had 
turned the offer down ‘three times.’ 

‘If you believe Gary should be 
removed for inefficiency here, why 
do you think he would be efficient 
in another Government depart- 
ment,’ McNinch was asked. 

‘Because a man might be in- 
efficient as the head of a legal 
division, but might be completely 
saitsfactery in legal work other 
than as an administrative ghief,’ 
| the Chairman replied. 

Payne and Craven will have to 
fight the new set-up continuously 
and are considered as definitely in 
danger of removal if one false step 


|! absence of policy. 





is made which can provide the 
sought-for excuse. 

Stoppers may come from: 

(1) Unexpected publicity on some 
of the suspected McNinch weak- 
/nesses which were exposed in news 
stories laying open angles of the 
‘purge.’ 

(2) Suspicion on the part of an 
unknown number of broadcasters 
who distrust the clean-out of the 
Augean stables—which have been 
sapolioed before without any notice- 
able results. 

(3) Attitude of the Civil Service on 
the request for greater ‘freedom’ in 
its rearrangements. 

Weekend reaction to the ‘leak 
story’ sent shivers down the spines 
of Commish employees. Pall of 
silence followed the WLW accusa- 
tions, which intimated that—despite 
vigorous denials from all quarters— 
no one on the F.C.C, payroll will 
draw an easy breath for at least 
another week. 








Cincinnati, Oet. 18. 


James D. Shouse, vice president 
of the Crosley Radio Corp., in charge 
of broadcasting, jumped to Washing- 
ton for conference Monday (17). 

Followed release of a committee 
report recommendation reduction of 
WLW’s power from 500,000 to 
50,000 watts. 


MOUNTIES BUY 








AIR TIME TO 





man emphasized his remarks with 
the observation that he was going 
to take up horseback riding the fol- 
lowing day, adding that ‘I can ride a 
bucking horse, too.’ 

MeNinch plunged immediately into 
the subject of Gary’s dismissal] deny- 
ing that he had brought eharges 
against the veteran attorney, though 
newshawks had been told this, fol- 
lowing the noon meeting. 

Not a Purge 

While the Chairman announced 
that he was ready to make staff 
changes, he denied that he was con- 
sidering a far-reaching purge. Re- 
ports that he had ever attempted to 
get Civil Service permission to ex- 


his staff from Civil Service classifi- 


Opened to newcomers, were ‘grossly 
exaggerated,’ he said. His recent 








| letter to the C.S.C. asking exemption | 


| for certain positions in the legal, ex- 
'amining and other divisions, was in- 
| tended to apply solely to future ap- 
| pointments and was not directed at 
present personnel, he said. 
| Added that Commish should have the 
| option of hiring its top personnel 
| either from civil service or outside— 
‘thus placing in the optional cate- 
gory the positions of chief examiner, 
|; seven examiners, 33 lawyers, seven 
| confidential clerks and the director 
of the information division, 


MecNinch Bitter 


Ninch repeatedly criticized Payne and 
Craven for releasing his letter to the 
Civil Service Board and, for sending 


A. M. Craven and Norman S. Case! a separate letter to the board con- 


empt the position of 70 members of | 


cation, in order that they might be) 


GET MAN 


Regina, Sask., Oct. 18. 

Royal Canadian Mounted Police 
signed by CKCK here for series of 
daily broadcasts. At commercial 
rates! Have often got time cuffo 
before and paid for spots on some 
stations but this is first regular con- 
tract and result of 18:months’ work 
by sales staff. 

Police signatured for two five- 
minute spots daily but, when results 
came so terrifically fast after first 
| two, time was promptly doubled to 
|two ten-minute stanzas. Broadcast 
is remote from office of Criminal 
| Investigation Bureau and contains 
| information as to criminals, break- 








| ins, stolen cars, etc. 

Inspector C. H. Nicholson opened 
| first morning one €12) with explana- 
| tion of purpose and asking people 
{to help. First afternoon broadcast 
| included description of four boys 
who escaped detention home and 
| discovery of an abandoned carload 
|of chickens. Before broadcast had 
| ceased, telephone in CIB office was 
ringing with information from Lums- 
den man, 35 miles from Regina,, the 
,four boys were resting out in his 
, backyard. Just 15 minutes later 
|Ogema man—75 miles south— 
phoned to say chickens were his. 
| That sold the police! 
| Major gasoline and grain com- 
‘ Panjes. have, ordered agents to listen 


} in, 
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Press Scorches Commish 





in FCC. 





Something like a journalistic bombshell. was exploded here last 
Friday by the Washington Post when it carried an exclusive yarn on 
the political currents below the surface of the present ‘purge’ activity 


Story was pegged to an alleged news leak on the decision of com- 
missioner’s decision affecting WLW’s temporary 500 kw license, ; 


Washington, Oct. 18. 








Hugh Johnson’s syndicated article in the Scripps-Howard news- 


papers Monday (17) was probably a new high in blasting the radio 


lobby in Washington. 


It was particularly vehement in that it dealt 


| in personalties and dragged in Tom Corcoran of the White House 


inner circle. 


to smell. 


One row within the commission 


over the air. 
Finally, 


some of the witches themselves. 


them worse. 





shall prescribe general policies so that the radio and other communi- 
cation companies may know what is expected of.them, or whether, 
as at present, they be required to act at their peril subject, as to 
radio companies at least, to a sentence of economic death by having 
their licenses revoked if they guess wrong. 

Another row has been as to the extent to which the commission 
shall set itself up as an actual censorship of what is said or sung } 


there is a disagreement as to whether 
shall now launch forth a witch hunt called a ‘monopoly investiga- 
tion’ to punish, discipline or intimidate the radio broadcasting in- 
dustry. One curious aspect of this particular row is that if a mon- 
opoly has been created in this industry it was created under the very 
wide power of this very commission. 


Some of these discussions are of long standing. Mr. McNinch was 
selected and sent as chairman to fron them out. 
this his pecularly arbitrary and cantankerous personality has made 


Said Johnson (in part): 

The row in the Federal Communications Commission is beginning 
The split is supposed to be on questions of policy or the 
Actually it is over whether that quasi-legislative 
body is a seven-man commission or a one-man Czardom. 
be the latter the Czar will be Mr. 
Corcoran coterie at the White House. 


If it is to 
MecNinch as chief of staff for the 


has been as to whether that body 


the commission 


It would be a witch hunt by 


Instead of doing 








McNinch Backing Down on Purge? 


Looks Like Publicity Has Stopped His Plan—Events 
Move Fast in Washington 


Washington, Oct, 18. 


Four officials of the Federal Com- 
munications Commission, allegedly 
slated for the axe by Chairman 
Frank R. McNinch, reported Mon- 
day (17) to have found an exit from 
the death-chamber. 

Word that the Civil Service Com- 
mission refused to take part in the 
widely-publicized ‘purge,’ announced 
Thursday (13) by the chairman, 
brought comfort to an unknown 
number of the 50-odd staff members 
who felt their jobs had been jeopard- 
ized by MeNinch’s attempt to ex- 
empt them from the merit system. 
Particularly cheering was the ru- 
mor that a high civil service of- 
ficial had referred to an immediate 
investigation, if any Commish posi- 
tion was abolished with the obvious 
intent to dislodge its occupant and 
create a new position, and publica- 
tion of a strong letter written by 
Cc. S. C. Chairman Harry B. Mit- 
chell, repudiating McNinch’s sugges- 
tion and supporting Commissioners 
T. A. M. Craven and George Henry 
Payne. 

One official was said to have ad- 
justed his difficulties with McNinch 
after wide-spread publicity attending 
the attempted purge had changed 
the chairman’s attitude. He is David 
G. Arnold, F. C. C.’s Chief Examiner, 
who formerly was considered a cer- 
tain victim in the advertised ‘house- 
cleaning.’ 

Saved? 


George B. Porter and Ralph 
Walker, assistants to Hamp Gary, the 
ousted General Counsel, were re- 
ported to have been saved when 
William J. Dempsey, Gary’s succes- 
sor, assertedly called a meeting of 
the legal division to assure Commish 
attorneys that their jobs were safe. 


Fourth official, G. Franklin Wis- 
ner, director of the press division, is 
likely to find refuge in the Civil 
Service Commission’s stand, it was 
predicted. Reported that McNinch 
attempted to abolish the press post 
and install a newcomer as his own 
special assistant—in charge of pub- 
lic relations and other matters. 

Latest dope revealed that only Mc- 
Ninch and Commissioners Sykes and 
Brown actually favored the proposed 
purge.. Commissioner Walker is un- 
derstood to have said that he did not 
favor the idea of a shake-up via the 
Civil Service Commission. Commis- 
sioners Craven, Payne and Case pre- 
viously had been mentioned as the 
only Commish members who would 
make a fight against the Chairman’s 
newest inspiration. 


Letter from Mitchell to Craven and 
Payne was a definite rebuke.to Mc- 
Ninch, who had publicly condemned 
both Commissioners for writing the 


CSC chairman to air thelr views 
against the exemption plan. Indicat- 
ing his sympathy with the Payne- 
Craven views, Mitchell said: 

‘The Executive Order of June 24, 
1938, clearly has two objectives: (1) 
The extension of the competitive 
merit system to include a large num- 
ber of positions now exempt from 
competition, and (2) the furtherance 
of a career system in the Federal 
government by increasing the num- 
ber of higher positions brought with- 
in the range of the merit system. 

‘There is no purpose whatsoever in 
the executive order to increase the 
number of exempt positions; and, al- 
though the Civil Service Commission 
has not reached a decision with re- 
spect to the specyic recommendations 
made by the individual departments 
and independent establishments, it 
may state in this connection that it 
believes it would not be obeying the 
direciton of the President in his ex- 
ecutive order were it to concur in the 
recommendation of Chairman Mc- 
Ninch in the letter of September 23 
to increase the number of non-merit 
positions in the Federal Communicae 
tions Commission.’ 

Unfavorable publicity—particular- 
ly the blast which Gen. Hugh S&S. 
Johnson, former NRA Administrator, 
gave MeNinch in his Monday column 
—was said to be largely responsible 
for the about-face which seemed to 
be in progress at the start of the 
week. Also rumored that some of 
the higher-ups in the administration 
are displeased at the turn which 
events have taken since the lid was 
blown off the F.C.C.-WLW situation. 


Flash-Sports Writer 
Refuses to Pressure 
Pals for Free Dates 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 

Havey Boyle, sports editor of 
Post-Gazette, set with Isaly Dairy 
Co. for his commercial radio debut 
on WCAE. He'll do two three-and- 
a-half-minute sports talks on half- 
hour show which will air every 
Monday evening for 13 weeks. Boyle 
vetoed sponsor suggestion that he 
supply well-known sports celebrity 
as his guest at each broadcast, but 
was engaged anyway. 

Program will also include George 
Heid as m.c., WCAE staff band, the 
Airliners under Earl Truxell; and 
Those Three Girls, harmony trio. 
Second Post-Gazette sports writer to 
Zo commercial this year, Al Abrams 
goes on WWSW, for Dyquyesire Brew- 
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MUTUAL SHINS NOT BLUE 


Fe Important KSFO Decision Looms 





San Francisco Dilemma of CBS Due for Determina- 


tion—Possibly 


—____ + 


Washington, Oct. 18. 

It's expected here that the long- 
awaited KSFO test case on leasing 
of broadcast stations will be out 
within the week. Involving the as- 
signment of license by Associated 
Broadcasters, Inc., to CBS on a five- 
year basis, the decision on the San 
Francisco transmitter will determine 
whether CBS can establish a needed 
operation point in the Pacific coast 
city. Proposed arrangement would 
include payment by the chain of 
$30,000 a year for the privilege. 

KSFO case, which has_ kicked 
around the FCC for two years, was 
argued before the broadcast divi- 
sion prior to last fall’s abolition of 
broadcast, telegraph and telephone 
departments by Chairman McNinch. 
Later it was discussed before the 
full commission. 


Dope in Washington is that the 
KSFO matter may be used as an ex- 
pression of commission policy on 
leasing of transmitters. 

MeNinch at last week’s press con- 
ference excepted the matter of rent- 
als from a general statement that 
future policies of the FCC would 
not be talked about until after the 
Nov. 14 monopoly investigation. He 
said the next decision involving sta- 
tion leases probably would be pol- 
ished up for a formal declaration of 
lasting policy. 


RUTH ETTINGS 
SHOOTING MESS 


The Col. Martin (Moe) Snyder 
shooting mess in Hollywood, involv- 
ing his divorced wife, Ruth Etting, 
and her second husband, Myrl Al- 
derman, her former pianist, already 
has the dailies’ sob-sisters writing 
stories of another ‘typical Broadway 
saga. Jealousy was the generally 
ascribed cause of the alleged attack 
by Snyder on 30-year-old Alderman. 
Miss Etting divorced Snyder in Chi- 
cago last year, after 17 years. 

Alderman, an NBC pianist, was 
allegedly driven, at Snyder’s pistol- 
point, from the studio to Miss Et- 
ting’s Beverly Hills home, where the 
shooting took place. 

Just about a year ago Miss Etting 
decided to do what she has been 
wanting to do for some time—leave 
the business, after she attained her 
peak, She oft Spoke of a trip around 
the world, at leisure, to enjoy the 
fruits of her arduous labors in the 
biz that started from a Chicago cab- 
aret into Ziegfeld circles, and from 
there into films and radio. 

Show biz saga of Ruth Etting, re- 
tiring at the height of her career, 
was front-paged Dec. 8, 1937, by 
Variety in part as follows: 

‘Variety’s’ Story 
Chicago, Dec. 7. 

Ruth Etting is one person who has 
followed through carefully, and to 
the letter, the carefully planned life. 
Many years ago she mapped her 
career out for herself, following and 
shaping every step according to a| 
preconceived pattern. Last week) 














| Starts 


Within Week 





SOPHIE TUCKER SOLD 





in November for 
Thomas Account 


Lord & 





Sophie Tucker will start a three 
15-minutes-a-week series on CBS the 
early part of November for Roi Tan 
cigar. It will be straight singing, 
with bits of chatter interpolated, with 
6:45 p.m. the time designated. 

Lord & Thomas is the agency. 





CBS SYMPHONY 


(0-OP DEAL IS 
UNCERTAIN 


CBS will decide in the next 48 
hours whether it will go through 
with its co-operative commercializ- 
ing of the New York Philharmonic 
orchestra broadcasts on the basis of 
the commitments at hand or drop the 
idea completely. Network states 
that 63 department stores in 32 
cities have already committed them- 
selves to underwrite the project. 

Web admits that three of its af- 
filiates had refused to co-operate at 
auditioning the program locally or 
in soliciting a local account for the 
Sunday afternoon hookup. These 
outlets were afraid that the depart- 
ment stores might cancel appropria- 
tions for local broadcasting or divert 
some such expenditures if induced 
to come in on the symphony broad- 
cast, 

On the Westcoast Monday (17) 
Donald W. Thornburgh, local CBS 
v.-p., tossed a luncheon for the Los 
Angeles department store heads and 
explained the co-operative proposi- 
tion, which has the support of the 
National Dry Goods Association. 


McGillvra Hires Ex-NBC 


Researcher, Adam Young 


Adam J. Young, Jr., has joined the 
Joseph H. McGillvra station rep or- 
ganization as a research man and 
advertiser contact. 

He was formerly with NBC’s sales 
promotion department, but more re- 
cently radio director for the H. M. 
Kieseweiter agency. 











Bush Pair Open WLW 
Cincinnati, Oct. 18. 
Don and Helen Bush, vocal, lately 
on WLS, Chicago, started on WLW 
Monday (17). 
Team is on ‘the eye-opener spot, 
5:45 to 6 a. m. 


NEW DISCOUNTS 





Mutual Does Not Foresee 
Any Hurt to Itself Since 
Most of Its Accounts 
Want Small Hookups and 
NBC Plan Appeals to Big 
Spenders 


MAY HURT SPOT 





In pushing sales on 


set of discounts, NBC expects to 


tem of discounts will not only make 
the blue network cheaper for new- 
comers, but require the granting of 
the same deductions to customers 


already on the books and _ using 
these facilities. New schedyle of 
discounts goes into effect Nov. 1, 
but NBC will not give any guaran- 
tue as to how long they will pre- 
vail. NBC reserves the right to 
drop them when it sees fit, though 
it intimates that it may abide by its 
usual rate card practice and allow 
a 52-week protection. 
Inquiry of Mutual as 
NBC’s additional discounts would 
affect the former’s. sales. policy 
brought a firmly negative reply. 
New schedule, it was pointed out, 
was framed to appeal to clients w™. 
goodly-sized bankrolls, while Mu- 
tual’s accounts were with few ex- 
ceptions users of small station 
groups and in the basic area. Speg- 


to how 





ulation in some quarters was that 
NBC’s latest policy might have a 
serious effect on spot business, since 
major spenders in this field would 
logically be inclined to take advan- 
tage of the reduced rates made 
available to them by a blue hookup. 


A Test 


With NBC’s sales department the 
maneuver is regarded as an experi- 
ment. If after an ample amount of 
time the added rebates do not.prove 
a worthwhile inducement the sched- 
ule will be dropped and something 
else tried. Convinced that the blue 
still maintains a sizable audience 
and it is the only remaining com- 
pletely national network with avail- 
able choice evening hours, NBC ex- 
plains that what it is primarily try- 
ing to do is make it financially easy 
for advertisers to try the blue with 
some good shows. 

Additional discount schedule for 
supplementaries follows: 





Percent 
One group whose evening rate 
equals $500 or more.......... 5 
Two groups whose evening rate 


equals $1,000 or imore......... 10 


ARE POOH-POOHED 


the blue 
(WJZ) link with the aid of its new | 


take a loss for the start. Added sys- | 














Regulates Lives 





Lynchburg, Oct. 18. 
Announcers at WLVA evi- 
dently figure their programs are 
so interesting, housewives for- 
get everything else. 
During a sudden downpour 
recently, announcer broke into 
| a musical broadcast to 
‘This is to remind you that it’s 
raining and that you’d better 
go let down your windows.’ 
Program resumed after pause 
for window-closing. 


2a ° 
“aye- 











| 
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C.A.B. FINDINGS 
ON WORLD 
SERIES 


Figures released yesterday (Tues- 
day) by the Co-operative Analysis 
of Broadcasting showed that listen- 
ers are more interested in tuning 
in on World’s Series games when 
the contending teams are from dif- 
,ferent cities. An average of 33% 
of set owners listening prevailed dur- 

ing the recent series between the 
|'N. Y. Yankees and the Chicago 
|Cubs. In '36 the N. Y. Yankees- 
|N. Y. Giants series drew but 25% 
|of the dial-twisters, while the 1935 
| Detroit Tigers-Chicago Cubs games 
| had an average of 35%. 
Highest listening level of the re- 
}cent Yankees-Giants broadcasts oc- 
curred during the Sunday clash, 
with 38%. On Saturday it was 
33%, Wednesday, 32%, and Thurs- 
day, 30%. 








Three groups whose evening rate 
equals more than $1,500....... 15 
Four groups whose evening rate 
equals more than $2,000..... ; 
Supplementaries involved are: 
Blue Southern. 
Blue Southwestern. 
Blue Mountain, with KUTA, Salt 
| Lake City added. 
| Blue Pacific, with KTMS, Santa 
| Barbara, and KFSD, Santa Barbara 
| added. 
| Added discount for blue patronage 
| does not apply to WLW, Cincinnati, 
or any groups that are normally af- 
| filiated with the red (WEAF) link. 
| These special blue discounts are 
payable before any dollar volume 
‘or rate card discount is paid, 








New Burn-Up From Blackett Agency; 
Ask Stations To Exploit Programs 


Blackett-Sample-Hummert’s latest |to furnish us with material showing | Park Avenue, New York City. All| 
material should be in our hands by | 
the sixth of the month following each | 


burner-upper for local stations (fol- 
lowing recent ‘suggestion’ stations 





| their cooperation. 
The basis for deciding the out- 
| standing station will be a total news- 


Ruth Etting made the final step in| help pay for transcription) is a guile-| paper lineage (picture cuts to count 


that planned career when she quiet- 
ly but deliberately destroyed every 
Piece of music she owned, her 
entire set of press books and clip- 
Pings, all her theatrical pictures, 
gave away her stage wardrobe and 
completely divested herself of every- 
hing connected with show business. 

That this step was taken immedi- 


| 





monthly survey. 
Blackett - Sample - Hummert, Inc., 


‘lessly devised campaign to induce the | double) in recognized ABC papers. | will run an advertisement in the 
‘latter to get out and spend more) To give these stations which have | leading trade papers acknowledging 


time and coin on car-cards, film| difficulty in getting cooperation from | that they have found station so and 
trailers, store windows and news-| newspapers a fair chance, they shal] | so the leading station in Public Re- 


paper space plugging B-S-H ac-|be credited with a 300-line lineage | 
Idea is advanced as a sort| credit for each type of the following 


counts. 
to tip-off to spot affiliations with a 
letter from the agency advising them 
that it proposes to start a survey 


| relations they use: Billboards, car- 
| cards, movie trailers, store windows. 


|If a station uses other specialized | 


ately following her divorce from | showing ‘which stations do the best| promotion they should advise of 


Col. Martin (Moe) Snyder is inci- | 
dental. 
Ruth Etting has come to an end, and 
at the sole wish and desire of Miss | 
Etting herself. It is a step coming, 
as Miss Etting wished it to; for she 
Was far from washed up in show 


job in servicing their potential au- 


esting facts regarding the station’s 
programs.’ 

Agency’s ‘public relations survey 
letter’ continues as follows: 

Each month a network program 


| same as this will be taken into con- 


The show business career of | dience with information and inter- | sideration in case of tie. 


| The handling and correctness of 


this survey will be facilitated if the | 


| stations submit the necessary tear 


sheets of their newspaper material | 
'and evidence of other cooperation | 


lations on (such and such) a net- 
work, 

Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Inc., of 
course, will use the data so obtained 
as a factor in determining the plac- 
ing of their spot business. 

Air Features, Inc., 247 Park Av- 
enue will service all stations with 
stories and pictures in connection 
with all programs. If any additional 
| material is needed they should con- 
tact Air Features, Inc., together with 
copy of request to Robert McNell, 





business, Her earning potentialities in | will be selected and every station| once each week tu Robert McNell, | Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Inc., 247 


(Continued on page 38) 


| carrying the program will be invited | Blackett-Sample-Hummert, Inc., 247| Park Avenue, New York City. 


Advertising on Muzak Oct. 20, 
Mostly Stuff Sold in Bars; News, 
Racing (No Odds) Included 


Muzak, wired entertainment ser- 
vice to restaurants, bars, clubs, etc., 
is expanding to provide Transradio 
news, racing results, time breaks 
and commercial announcements for 
clients. It’s the latter, the paid ad- 
vertising blurbs, which make the 
service possible. New angle is aimed 
at grills which previously could not 
afford the service because of the 
Under the propo- 
sal to cut advertisers in it will be 
made available at a price consider- 
ably lower, the paid commercials 
making up the difference at the 
originating end. It’s scheduled to 
debut late this month. 
| Labelled ‘Sponsored Program Ser- 
vice’ it will cost stube owning sub- 
scribers $15 a month for 16 hours a 
day of service, beginning at 11 a.m. 
and shutting down at 3 a.m. next 





| 
| 


morning, the official liquor board 
curfew hour in New York. Pre- 
viously a Muzak line. carrying 


straight music would have nicked 
owners for $40 to $50 monthly. 

Commercials will consist of plugs, 
delivered in station break form, call- 
ing attention to products on tap in 
the average bar, i. e., various brands 
of hard stuff, beer, cigarettes, cigars, 
etc. Present plans call for the 
breaks to come every 15 mins. with 
plugs spieled in innocuous manner, 
Cocktail tempos in the late after- 
noon, livelier stuff in the evening 
and tippling tunes still later. Rc- 
ing results, sponsored by a national 
racing form, will be given in the 
| afternoon as soon as they come in, 
| but will be confined to the winning 
|;Mag, race and track and no odds 
| quoted. 

Past World Series games was the 
| first time that Muzak wires carried 
|spiels of any kind. Even recorded 
| feedings are devoid of vocals except 
|late at night. Play-by-play descrip- 
tions of the series games, however, 
were made available to those sub- 
scribers who wanted them via a 
hookup with WOR-Mutual sports- 
casters. 


Other Deal Fell Through 


Couple years ago Muzak interested 
a grocery chain in placing units in 
its string of stores to carry tran- 
scriptions and intermittent spiels 
calling attention to the day’s sales, 
and reminders of things needed but 
might be forgotten. But the deal 
fell through. Same idea was 
broached to a dept. store with the 
same results, 

New setup requires establishing 
;an announcing staff to handle the 
|commercials, etc., but will not re- 
|quire additional equipment as the 
‘current studio layout and control 
\board is adequate for the added 
load. Telephone company, whose 
wires feed to current subscribers, 
has notified Muzak officials that lines 
to carry the expanded service will 
be ready Oct. 20. Announcements 
were sent to 500 prospective signees 
last week, and the company claims 
to have between 50 and 60 already 
signatured. Several manufacturers 
also have been sold, they say. 

Racing news and results in bars 
is not a new idea. Police cracked 
down on a system of tickers placed 
in bars by a racing form owner sev- 
eral years ago. 


Leslie Fox Outside Radio 


Los Angeles, Oct, 18. 
J. Leslie Fox has become a vice- 
president with the Stodel Advertising 
Agency. It’s his first connection out- 
side of radio in 14 years. 

His previous connection was with 
International Radio Sales as Coast 
manager. Before that he was with 
KMBC, Kansas City; WLS, Chicago; 
WGAR, Cleveland, and WSM, Nashe 
ville, 














Franklin Delano, distant kin of the 
President, switched from New York 
to Hollywood as assistant to Tom 
Harrington, Coast radio head for 
Young & Rubicam, | ; 
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Freach Classics for Quebec 
May Be Recorded in Paris; 


No ‘Name’ 


+ 


Montreal, Oct. 18. 


Canadian Broadcasting Corp. may | 
shortly produce a series of classical | 
plays in French as a counterpart of , 


the series of Shakespearean produc- 
tions being aired in English. Plays 
of Racine, Corneille and Moliere are 
amongst those being mulled. 


In view of the bi-lingual situation 


Actors in Canada 





Paulette Mauve of Paris 


Sponsored in Quebec 
Oct. 18. 
Parisian music 


Montreal, 

Paulette Mauve, 
hall songstress, is here for Bucking- 
ham Cigarettes new program over 
station CKAC. With be aired five 
times weekly, Monday through Fri- 


in Canada, with a population of day, from 10.30 to 10.45 p.m. 

about 3,000,000 French-Canadians, Another new commercial over 
the Government radio intends to' CKAC will be Carling’s Ale, spon- 
cater to the French-language high- soring a series of original plays 


brows as well the English, and out- 
standing French plays are being con- 
sidered to serve this purpose. 

Since well known French esters | 
are not available here, one sugges- ! 
tion submitted during deliberations 
of CBC production executives was 
that recordings of best works of | 
Racine, Moliere and Corneille be} 
made in Paris with leading French 
legit stars such as Victor Francin. 


Should production be limited to 
French-Canadian players a draw- 
back would be not only lack of big | 
names such as those being starred | 
in the Shakespearean series, but | 
even capable supporting players | 
would be difficult to find here. 
“ If produced in France, transcrip- | 
tions of the plays would be aired 
over the French network of about | 
six or eight CBC stations in the 
Province of Quebec. 


Cost Angles 


It is not definitely known yet 
whether the transcription proposal 
will be carried out. Understanding 
is that cost of hiring Parisian actors | 
and making transcriptions there | 
would amount to more than the CBC 
is prepared to spend on the classics. 

In the event that the CBC should 
“proceed with the production of the 
French plays locally, French- Can- 
iadian players will be obliged to un- 
dergo rather lengthy and rigorous 
rehearsals, since there is a deficiency 
of capable or even promising native- 
language actors. 

Difficulty of training compara-. 
tively inexperienced players for un- 
usual assignments calling for exact- | 
ing and diverse characterizations is 
regarded here as one of the major 
obstacles towards immediate produc- 
tion, although it is expected that 
production of the French classics 
will get under way before long. 


It is also expected that an official 
announcement will shortly be forth- 
coming on the contest for French- 
Canadian authors. Prizes will be 
awarded, amounting to $550 in all, 
for the best half or full hour plays 
in French by authors living in Can- 
ada. Committee of judges has yet 
to be selected and that rules for the 
contest will be lined up soon, 


SUED BY THEATRE, 
BBC NOW CAUTIOU 


London, Oct. 5. 


Since BBC was sued by Golders | 
Green Hippodrome for announcing | 
appearance of Fay Compton in a 





radio program when she was actu- | 


ally at the theatre, Corp. has become 
suddenly wary when announcing 
programs in which famous star 
voices are heard. Sunday night 
broadcast included program record- 
ing the history of the Oxford Reper- 
tory Theatre, and announcements 
indicated Flora Robson, Diana 
Churchill, Emlyn Williams, Pamela 
Stanley, Gyles Isham and Glen 
Byam Shaw would contribute. 

Prior to program going on the air 
carefully worded statement was 
made by an announcer that the | 
voices were all pre-recorded, and 
same was repeated at end of broad- 
cast. To make quite sure, a para- 
g#raph to the same effect was issued 
to the press two days in advance. 
BBC is taking no more chances. 





Sterritt, Thomas Up ed 
Detroit, Oct. 18. 

Two promotions at WJBK here 
place Charles Sterritt in role of chief 
announcer and Ed Thomas as head 
of station’s production. 

Sterritt has been on station’s an- 
mouncer staff for past four years, | 
while Thomas, an enginecr-spieler 
has been at WJBK two years. 


'on imported transcriptions. 


written by Henri Letondal, produced 
by Yves Bourassa. 


West Canadian 





~ Private Group 


Fears Stranding 


| over the James 


Wirnipeg, Oct. 18. 

Privately-owned radio stations in 
Western Canada are facing a record | 
crop of headaches currently. Pri- 
marily there’s the new Customs reg- 
ulation imposing a prohibitive duty 
In lieu 
of satisfactory flesh shows small sta- 
tions in isolated sections of the 
Dominion depend on platters to a 
great extent. 


Another threat hinges on _ the 
possibility that many stations will 
be deprived of both commercial and 
sustaining programs if unlooped : 
from the CBC. network when the) 
new 50,000-watt Government trans- 


mitter in the Prairies is completed. | 


Should stations in sparsely-settled 
areas lose these two main sources of 
talent then listener audience will 
| probably fade so rapidly that the 
very existence of these stations | 
| might be threatened. 


But, while reports have been cur- 
rent that a number of Western sta- 
tions will be unlooped as soon as the 
new CBC prairie transmitter is 
ready, informed opinion veers to the 
belief that the Government may not 
drop the privately-owned stations 
after all. 


Chances are that the new CBC 
transmitter will not be able to fur- 
nish complete service to sponsors 
without the privately-owned stations, 
due to large areas to be covered in 
the west. Also to be considered is 
the strong following which many of 
, the privately-owned Western sta- 
| tions have built up, which might not 
| readily turn to the new transmitter. 
| And another deterrent to tne re- 

| ported desire of the CBC to turn the 

| small stations loose may be in the 
| political strength which some of the 
| broadcasters may be able to count 
upon. 

So that, of the two_ Government 
agencies bearing down on broad- 
casters, it seems likely that less un- 

favorable action may come from the 
' CBC than has already been taken by 
the Customs Department. 








Otte Samuelson, Swedish radio 
exec, told Hollywood television en- 
thusiasts that his country is far out 
in front in visio advances. 








London Calang 











BBC 
‘Cavalcade’ for third time (9%), with 


revival 


Jane and Robert Marryot. 








| Radie version of ‘Blackbirds’ being , 
put on by producer Archie Camp- 
i bell; all-colored will include 
Valaida, Batey ind Foster, Earle and 


cast 


Lewis, Chris Gill, and Mabel Scott, 
with choir under direction of Sidney 
John Boch. Some of the artists are 
coming from Paris on purpose. 


American jam session to be aired 
by B.B.Cc. Nov. 5. Bob Hackett, 
‘Fats’ Waller, Gene Krupa, Joe Mar- 
sala, Benny Goodman and Mezz 
Mezzrow included. 

Vaughan Williams’ ‘Hugh the 
Drover’, to be broadcast Oct. 28, will 
be first full-length opera ever aired 
from a BBC studio; Stanford Robin- 
son conducts. 


Western Canada hockey 


fans wil! 
' ° ° 
| get their radio hockey early this 
| year. The first exhibition game be-| 


| tween the New York Rangers, 
training in Winnipeg; Man., 
New York Americans, 
ing in Saskatoon, 


now train- 
will be broadcast 


'CJRM, Regina; CJGX, Yorkton, and 
; CIRC, Winnipeg, Oct. 20, exclu-| 
' sively. 





HIGHER FEES 


FOR MUSIC IN 
CUBA 


Havana, Oct. 15. 

With the Cuban Composers’ So- 
ciety and 16 best orchestras here 
serving ultimatums on the broad- 
casters, latter think Czechoslovakia 
has hothing on them. Composers 
that for a long time have collected 
font in theatres, dances, hotels, 
etc., but could never get any lever- 
age on the stations, have obtained 
help of authorities. With a new 
law in their pockets are notifying 
the stations that from Nov. 1 each 
station, regardless of income, had to 
pay $25 weekly. 

Following this the 16 top Cuban 
orchestras of jazz type signed an 
agreement among themselves not to 
play for less than $2 per man per 
hour and $1 for rehearsals, and no 
orchestra can play more than one 
hour per day, so as to give each or- 
chestra the chance to earn the two 
daily bucks. In cases where admit- 
tance is charged, each man will get 
$3, with the leaders collecting the 
Same as any musician. 

There is a fine of $100 cash and ; 
a suspension of six months for any | 
orchestra breaking the agreement, 
and there have been three cases of 
orchesiras backing out. 

Result is that most of the orches- | 
tras are off the air, replaced by | 
records and lesser Cuban combos. 











Victor Susman, formerly with 
WINS, New York, has taken over 
chief accountant duties of KTSA, 
San Antonio. Succeeds Harold Hig- 
gins, who shifted to Fort Worth as 
secretary-treasurer of Texas State 
Network, 











| 


Montreal, Oct. 19. 

Shakespearean series of plays be- 
ing produced by the Canadian Broad- 
casting Corp. are not as costly as 
supposed. It is understood that legit 
stars like Walter Huston, Walter 
Hampden, Eva LeGalliene, Maurice 
Evans, Raymond Massey and Sir 
Cedric Hardwicke were approached 
from the angie that, since these pro- | 
| grams were of cultural significance | 
‘intended to aid in developing na- 
| tional talent in Canada, the CBC was 





Canadian and English Name Players 
Give Dominion Culture Shows a Break 


unable to offer more than nominal 
compensation, 

Although the appropriation for the 
Shakespearean series is by no means 
small, it is reported that without the 
support of these internationally- 
known players, who are taking a 
deep cut for the sake of the Cana- 
dian government and Canadian radio, 
the cost of these productions would 
| have been prohibitive. 

Factor of nationality was also be- | 
| lieved involved with Canadians such | 
| as Huston, Massey and Anglin and 

| the English stars, Evans and Hard- 
i wicke. 





of Noel Coward's | 


| ary O'Farrell and Martin Lewis oa | 


now 
and the! 


Richardson loep of} 





| Met Auditions in Cuba 


Vivian Ellis guesting in first of 
Louis Levy’s second series ‘You Havana, Oct. 18. 
; Shall Have Music’ programs. First American commercial pro- 


‘gram rebroadcast regularly over 
CMQ-COCQ, Havana, is the Sher- 
| win-Williams Metropolitan 
Auditions Sunday afternoons. 
| special relay via RCA from NBC. 
Station is also clearing the NBC 
symphony series with Toscanini, 
which uses a Spanish commentator. 


It’s a 


Magazines In 
Canada Brand 





Air as Nothing 


—_—___— 


Montreal, Oct. 18. 
Magazine publishers are trying to 
that 
of the 


| convince advertising agencies 


| Reena audience on some 


Opera | 


Probable That Newfoundland Radio 
Will Ape Britons, Not Canadians 





Montreal, Oct. 13. 


Strict government control of 
broadcasting in Newfoundiand is 
foreshadowed by the construction of 
a new 1,000-watt Marconi transmit- 
ter scheduled for completion in 
January. Privately-owned radio sta- 
; tions in Newfoundiand may then be 
|absorbed by the Government or 
| maintained merely as auxiliary serv- 

ices, from accounts, 

Understanding is that the Govern- 
ment of Newfoundland, composed of 
two local and three English com- 
missioners, may pattern radio con- 
trol after the fashion of the British 
Broadcasting Corp. rather than the 
Canadian or American systems. 

Currently there are two or three 
| privately-owned stations in New- 
| foundland, one of the stations being 
church-operated. 

Commercial programs are being 
accepted by these stations but sub- 
ject to canceliation or drastic con- 
tract modification, so that no difficul- 
ties will be encountered should the 
Government decide to take over 

New Government transmitter will 
| be erected near St. John, Newfound- 
land. 


| most popular Canadian programs is , 


practically nil. 
unfavorable to commercial use of 
| radio are being sent to agency men 
| by a Canadian magazine publishers 
| association. 

Publishers have devised a rating 
method similar to the C.A.B. system 
in use in the United States. Agency 
men claim, however, that the Cana- 
dian survey does not coincide with 
| the favorable results obtained from 
| radio advertising campaigns. 
| Magazine publishers survey gives 
|} even first line American programs 

lower rating with Canadian listen- 
| ers than is the case in the United 
States. 
in the estimated listener audience 
in regard to top notch Canadian 
commercials where the survey is en- 
tirely out of line with actual results. 

In cases where the magazine pub- 
lishers survey shows that 
audience is near 
agencies point to exceptionally suc- 
cessful results from the use of these 
radio programs practically to the 
exclusion of magazine and news- 
paper advertising. 

One advertising agency reports 


I 


have been satisfactory to an extent 
that appropriations will. be upped 
considerably this year. Another 
agency reports that it will spend 
close to $500,000 on time and lines 
during the coming year, which also 
represents a substantial increase 
over the appropriation last year. 


vertising is not beihg dropped en- 
tirely, agencies find that in many in- 
stances periodicals need only be) 
used as an auxiliary service rather 
than the chief means of exploiting | 
certain products. 


_ PROPAGANDA TAPERS 


‘ 











BBC Was Suddenly Loaded With 
Linguals During Crisis 
London, Oct. 12. 
As soon as the international situ- 
' ation eased BBC also began to ease 
|on its foreign language propaganda 
broadcasts. During the crisis, sudden 
switch of plans, whereby all regional 
transmitters were commandeered by 
the Government, saw plenty pro- 
grams suddenly wiped out, and their 





French, German and Italian. 

Last few days, foreign news has 
been restricted only to London re- 
gional wavelength, other transmit- 
ters returning to their announced 
programs, and time also has been 





| restricted. Policy of Gov't seems | 


| to be to let each day decide for itself, 
| Gut it is likely the propaganda will | 
| be dropped in a very short while. 

| To estimate number of foreign 
listeners who heard the broadcasts | 
is difficult, particularly as in Ger- 
many millions of receivers are sold 
which only permit their owners to 
pick up local stations. 


WKRC Sells Dawn Patrol 


Cincinnati, Oct. 18. 

WKRC’s Dawn Patrol hour pro- | 
| gram is being cosponsored by the 
| Rubel Baking Co., Cincy, and local 
| Chrysler-Plymouth dealers. 

It’s a mixture of temperature and 
| time reports, waxed music and has 
| Lee Bland as spieler. 








Big difference, however, is | 


listener | 
zero, advertising | 


that results from radio advertising | 


While newspaper and magazine ad-| 


time filled with news output in| 


Confidential surveys | 


REALLOCATION 
SET IN CUBA 


Havana, Oct. 18 

A general shift of frequencies has 
, been ordered by the Communica- 
tions Department to conform in part 
| with the North American Regional 
| Pact of last December. Four of the 
nine clear channels assigned to Cuba 
have been distributed to high power 
stations in Havana. CMQ gets the 
1010 ke Class 1-B, and CMBF shifts 
to 1560, also in the same classifica- 
| tion. CMCY goes to 590 kc, a Class 
2 channel jointly with Newfound- 
land. CMCD uses the 630 ke, also 
| in the same classification. 

Two other channels assigned are 
not in the North American distribu- 
tion, although the stations are high 
powered. CMBC has been assigned 
to 1140 kc instead of 1190 kc, which 
is a Class B at Havana, and ether is 
CMX, ready to go on the air with 
new 10 kw transmitter shifted to 
1260 ke instead of 1270 kc, the re- 
maining Class 2 channel for Havana 
and maximum power of 10 kw. 

Remaining three clear channels 
were assigned to Santa Clara and 
Oriente Provinces and still remain 
free. 
| Fact that many small stations have 
| been assigned to lower channels is 
| causing a lot of speculation, but the 
| general opinion is they will be day- 
| time stations or will have to lower 
| their power after sunset. 


Complete list of shifts follows: 
1 CMBD 








Pedeveseseed 550 ke 10) watis 
Oo } a ere 580 ke tr kw 
tt. ORE 620 ke Wkw 
} See wi gelidesicee 660 ke i waits 
SAS 4605 an dr 000s T20 ke 258 waiis 
Mt ttn sen seene’ B80 ke Toi watts 
EES Sc actedNiode® Tae he 7 hw 
hi. EO Se TRO ke BO wali 
POMOC sicscscscsces 810 ke kw 
SEES “neds sxasonee Rud ke BOA watis 
Se ‘hissed cass abuse RN0 ke MM watie 
Sn as 64 sedebeae O10 ke 2. watts 
SEE 6.940 0604 400 D4 Nx 2 waits 
EEE, | 6.06098 oy ete 970 ke aAhw 
Eee Tr +. 1010 Qhw 
a «ores anéesson 1050 ke hoa watis 
ot. Pre yy er 1080 ke 2 watts 
= errr ee 3910 ke Se walls 
RES. bah he Ne8e0e" - 114ke Akw 
SE ecuwsivieeoes 1178 ke 106 watia 
CG Sr crvekcasvios 1208 ke 250 walis 
Be > reer « 1230 ke Jw waite 
8 rrr Se - M0 ke 10 kw 
Oe Pr ere 1290 kk 1m wails 
2 , errr 129A ke ahw 
1 CMCOA cecscrsecccce 1250 ke Tho watia 
COREEE f cctetwcvsvse 1AS80 ke 2.0 wails 
2°, area 1410 ke nw watts 
s “MRY ere ev err ire 1418 ke 500 walis 
0 Pe eee 1470 ke 250 watts 
‘ ‘MOX éatesaseséuse 16 ke a watis 
SI cb +c cb ered es 1KB0 ke a0 waite 
es ie cag 1560 ke kw 





| Panelmen Pacts Pend 


| Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 

Broadcast division local of the 

| American Communications Associa- 
| tion expected to close contracts this 
week. with WFIL and WHAT. For- 
mer is a renewal of the pact which 
"expires Nov. 1. Several changes have 
been written into it. 

WHAT termer is a new one, two 
| panelmen at the outlet never having 
| had an agreement with the manage- 
' ment before. 





| Wilt Wooahit! manager of CKSO, 
| Sudbury, Ont., succeeding Jack 

| Kemp, now selling for CPRC, Win- 
| nipeg. 
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. NBC Blue Announces 


Gat (0 


eer 
ee ee 





per Listening Family 


in the History of Network 


Broadcasting 





Startling savings offered by new 
economy discount schedule on NBC Blue 





ONTHS of research, including a nation- 
Mevae study of listening habits, have 
produced new, important evidence of the 
size and scope of the Blue Network’s reg- 
ular listening audience. : 

An analysis of time schedules shows that 
the Blue Network is now the only com- 
plete, nationwide network offering adver- 
tisers any choice of periods at the preferred 
broadcasting hours. 

After careful review of these two factors, 
NBC now adds a third advantage by offer- 
ing advertisers an opportunity to broadcast 
their sales message over the Blue Network 
at the lowest cost per listening family in 








the history of network broadcasting. De- 
signed to make it easier to “go National” 
on a modest advertising budget, a new 
“economy” discount schedule has been 
set up. You can now buy the Basic Blue 
Network plus supplementaries at greatly 
reduced cost. 

We believe you will want to understand 
clearly what this new, lower-cost network 
coverage can do for you—how it can help 
you to solve your own advertising problems, 

If your NBC representative hasn’t already 
called to tell you the whole new story, we 
suggest that you phone him and tell him 
you want to hear all about it—immediately ! 
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“ EC.C. WASHINGTON DOCKET .. 


MAJOR DECISIONS 


Michigan-Pennsylvania-Tennessee: 


bagger, with one double play, and puts 
plications for construction permits for 





kiss of death on four ap- 





ce 3 MINOR DECISIONS 
kileeyele stripes. Decision upheld examiner's report. Tagged off 


buse are Voice of Detroit, Inc., Detroit; 


WWPO, Pittsburgh, Pa., 


- Commish holds that while need for additional service by WLBI. new equipment and local transmitter move. 
was shown, such night operation would ‘seyerely limit’ interference Michigan: WBEO, Marquette, 100-watter, seeks new transmitter 
free service areas of WKY, Oklahoma City, and WBEN, Buffalo, approval and power boost to 250 watts days, _ ; 
Washington, Oct, 18. thus depriving ‘extensive populations and areas’ of such services, Michael J. Clancy, Charles F. Kocher, Carl Eisen, doing business 
Comish knecks out. three- Orland S. Loomis and Leo E,. Vaudreuil for applicant. as Grand Traverse Broadcasting Co., Traverse City, Mich,, reek 


new station on 1340 ke. band, 100 watts nights, 250 watts days. 

New York: St. Lawrence Broadcasting Corp., Ogdensburg, re- 
submits application for new station using 1310 ke. band with 100 
watts night, 250 watts day power. 


5 inti . *hattane Tenn., seeking 1120 kc. band California: KWN, KWU, KWYV, KWY and KNY, Dixon, granted Brown Radio Service and Laboratory (Gordon P, Brown, owner) 
and Times Printing Co., Chattanooga, Peek Detroit, seek- extension of special temporary authority to communicate with seeks new relay broadcast station, experimental, using 50 watts 
assignments, and Cadillac Broadcasting Corporation, Detroit, se Canton, Chima, for three menths from Oct. 11, power on 38900, 39100, 39300 and 39500 ke. bands. 
ing 1140 ke, stripe. — - limited t > smallie, slapped ‘New Jersey: Bernard Goldsmith, Metuchen, granted leave to with- Ohio: WSXAL, experimental station at Mason, Ohio, of Crosley 

WWPO plea, seeking 250 watt pei noe t hi h-sounding draw without prejudice application fer construction permit for new Radio Corp., owners of WLW, comes in with plea for power jump 
down hard and used as ag _ tae ee . ernaan was to station using 100 watts daytime only on 1420 ke., previously set for from 10000 to 50000 watts 
prineiples Appeared, quoth gore brea fenete to reach those hearing Texas: KTAT, Fort Werth, seeks juice jump from 1000 watts 
meet alleged need for foreign language © iP r t zh who were Bamberger Broadcasting Service, Inc., Newark, granted construc- day and night to 5000 watts days, with transmitter site moved. 
persons of foreign extraction in and pba ao tion permit for new relay broadcast station using two watts power KCMC, Texarkana, amended pending application for frequency 
not able to understand the English language il = ‘enaleds on 1622. 2058, 2150 and 2790 ke. bands. change from 1420 to 1340 ke. and power boost from 250-watt smallie 
It is recognized,’ says decision, — ~ eae aiate atrected Oklahoma: KTOK, Oklahoma City, given 30-day extension of to 500-1000 watts, to provide for transmitter site change. 
foreign populations may be in need io ante auee 7 wel hearing from Oct. 24, Virginia: WGH, Hampton Roads Broadcasting Corp., Newport 
toward their Americanization, and to eet : b rat ynal and South Carolina: Application of Virgil D. Evans, deing business as News, seeks authority to transfer control of corporation from 
fare, but there are agencies of gehen tt ng naga 4 ited Voice of South Carolina, Spartansburg, for renewal of license of James W. Baldwin to Daily Press, Inc.; 175 shares stock involved. 
~ nS Gesignsd  pArtieneey Sock te atk tn the Winredt of the public W4XH, denied as in default after applicant failed to show for ; 
acilities solely for such ¢ peg - ; cn n ing hearing. 
es ee Tn aan pele 4 oa Wan WOLS, O. Lee Stone, and Pee Dee Broadcasting Co both of EXAMINERS REPORTS 


indicate that the service of the proposed 


public interest.’ 


station would be in the Florence, S. C., granted 20-day hearing continuan 


interlocking applications for new station and renewal. 


e from Oct. 20 in 


IHinois; Examiner P. W. Seward 


recommends denial of petition 
; shi f > stations is taken in decision Tennessee: WREC, Memphis, granted extension of special tempo- of Charles R. Cook, owner of WJ BI... Decatur, for autherity to trans 
gps A ages hen og ts Ce ti :e ki <. li ited time station rary authority to operate with 5000 watts night power from Oct. 17 fer control of station to Decatur Newspapers, Inc., which already 
on application of Times Printing Co., see ee ay plicant is pub- to Nov. 15 in order to overcome interference of CMQ, Havana, Cuba. owns 49% of outstanding stock, on ground it would tend to restrict 
with 1000 watts day and 560 watts migan so ciates Pine deat etates Texas: KFJZ. Fort Worth Broadcasters, Inc., granted 30-day competition in dissemination of news and information and in ad- 
lisher of Chattanooga Times, and. as ‘a th yplicant corpora- continuance of Oct. 21 hearing on application to change frequency vertising. 
ne See ee ype he a hoe York Times.’ from 1370 to 930 ke. and boost power from 100 watts nights and H. H. Shimnick for transferor; George O. Sutton and Arthur H. 
“ ihe a mat op hah 2! eared f ould ‘ol r pub ic littl more 250 watts days to 500 watts all time Schroeder for transferee. 
*‘roposec station, decisio sti 8, il 


than service now rendered by WDOD : ; = 
with secondary service from WSB, Atlanta, an WSM, Nashville, SET FOR HEARING 
‘ -d of failure of existing Lb 

M 


in public interest, ete 


among others, and no evidence was 
locals to be ‘fully cognizant’ of duty 


and W 
r 


‘ware Chettannnera 
ALY, t-Mareanscoe a, 


Mississippi: Examiner Melvin H. Dahlberg recommends 
of renewal application of WHEE, Kosciusko, 100-250-watt 
on 1500 ke. band, after no testimony is offered for 


denial 
smalilie 
applicant, 


- - 4 Horace H,. Lohnes for applicant 

(Herbert W Bingham and Guilford neson appeared fot oe ate n pei . — mre = t csieatliabientae tin A peg a pe ee Missouri: Over objection of A Vv Dalrymple, of FCC counsel, 
of Detroit; Elmer W. Pratt for Cadillac Broadcasting Corporation, gh AE mon ote ie ‘nae * tg, kay Sos RR gage Ane am O86 who maintained examiner could not take such action, supplemental 
Jeff Busby for WWPO, Inc.; and Louis G. Caldwell, Reed T. Rollo Georgia: Application of John F. Arrington, Jr., Valdosta, for 250 ramet a0 © W. Sewnrd, euauither, recommends dinaiinenl without 

ba wae eae or Times Printing Co., and WJR, an in- watt smallie on 1230 Ke. ne : san lice of ¢ Nes t ch haces Shinitcne a Fx : og ela 
and Percy H. Russell for Times Ittinois: Plea of WCRS, Springfield, for frequency change from prejur ice OF application of Cnar-e egabar-ge:4 ind Edward T. Eversole, 
Seryvener.? 1420 to 1290 ke. and juice jump from 100-250 watt smaliie to 1000 Festus, for new daytime only smallie with AO0 watts On 1630. ke 

Georgia: WPAX, H. Wimpy, Thomasville, present daytime only watt wnlimited time: Further hearing developed facts that applicant, because labor 
smallie with 100 watts power, granted juice jump to 250 watts Michigan: License modification of WHDF. Upper Michigan troubles caused closure big plants in town and because of general 
with unlimited time operation on showing of ‘compelling need’ of Broadcasting Co., Calumet, from specified hour to unlimited time business conditions, wished to withdraw application because time 
nighttime service in this area on his frequency, 1210 k« Thomas- Pennsylvania: ; WTEL, Philadelphia, changes license modifica- was ‘inopportune’ for starting new outlet Examiner held that, 
ville not receiving any primary service nights from any existing dion application already in hearing docket as to request change with no other parties in interest, motion to dismiss without prejudice 
station. Need alse found for daytime ‘r boost in time of operation from sharing with WHAT on basis of one- properly could be granted by commish, and so recommended, 

J. N. Peacock, Jr., for applicant. third for WTEL and WHAT one-third, with neither permitted to Evert L. Bono for applicant . 

Michigan: Harold F. Gross, individual licensee of WJIM, Lansing _ operate while WCAM is on air to sharing time with WHAT two- North Carolina: WMFD, Wilmington, operated by Richard Austin 
smallie, granted permission to assign control of station to WJM, thirds time. Dunlea, on 1370 ke. band, will get juice jump from 100 watts day- 
Inc., of which hte is president and treasurer, his wife secretary, and time only smallie to 100 watts night, 250 watts days unlimited time 
E. ©. Beatty, vice-president, to segregate personal affairs from NEW APPLICATIONS category if cemmish heeds recommendation of Examiner P. W. 
radio biz, and incidentally wipe out station liability of $9,000 In- Seward, who found need for night time service outweighed possi- 
cidentally, proceedings revealed station, with original cost of $19,295, Alabama: WALA, W. O. Pape, trading as Pape Broadcasting Co., bility of interference with proposed new station at Goldsboro. Elmer 
depreciated value of $8,946 and replacement cost of $20,255, grossed Mobile, wants power boost from 500 watts nights and 1000 watts Pratt for applicant. 
$99,699 during period July 1, 1936, to July 3, 1937, of which $23,486 days to 1000 watts all time and local moving of transmitter Asheville Daily News (Harold H. Thoms, owner), recommended 
was net profit Florida: WFOY, Fountain of Youth Properties, St. Augustine, for construction permit to establish new 100-watt station, unlimited 

Arthur W. Scharfeld and Philip G. Loucks for assignor. seeks frequency change from 1210 to 1220 ke., plus power boost time, on 1370 Ke. band, in supplemental report by Examiner George 

New Jersey: Colonial Broadcasting seeking new 1000 watt from 250 watt smallie to 1000 watts night and 5000 watts day power, H. Hill despite tempest in tespot provoked at hearing over Thoms’ 
outlet on 620 ke. band at Merristown, turned down on ground ap- plus moving transmitter locally six miles, prier involvement with old state law in editorial capacity and 
plicant failed to show need for new service, that operation would Hawai: KGMB, Honolulu, amends application pending to seek question of whether it involved ‘moral turpitude,’ which examiner 
cause objectionable interference with WIP, Philadelphia and WICC, 1000 watts night, 5000 watts day, instead of 5000 watts all time, holds it did not. 

Bridgeport. Stations WAAT, Jersey City; WHOM, Jersey City; in addition to transmitter and studio changes Duke M. Patrick and Karl A. Smith for applicant 
WOR and WHBI, Newark, provide service of type proposed by Tilinois: WENR, Chicago, asks license modification to use trans- Pennsylvania: Chief Examiner Davis G. Arnold recommends grant- 
applicant, commish found. mitter of WLS at Tinley Park. ing of WEST, Easton, and WKBO, Keystone Broadcasting Corp., 

Josephus C. Trimble for applicant. Application of A. Corenson, trading as Elgin Broadcasting Co., Harrisburg, for modification of licenses WEST, on 1200 ke., with 

Pennsylvania. WMBS Unientown daytime only smallier with Elgin, for new station on 1500 ke. with 100 watts power amended 100 watts night and 250 watts day power, now has simultaneous day 
250 watts power, given unlimited time with 100 watts night power to request daytime only operation. operation and shares with WKBO nights, and seeks unlimited time 
on application of owner, Fayette Broadcasting Corp. on 1420 ke, WJJID, Inc., Chicago, seeks authority to transfer control of cor- operation with same »ower and band, while WKBO seeks same 
stripe. Commish held WMBS would provide only available primary poration from Public Service Broadcasting Co., to H. Leslie Atlass, change, 
night service to area, that there is meed for such additional service, Ralph L. Atlass, Pauline S. Atlass, Ralph louis Atlass (a minor), Both, Arnold held, showed need for additional nighttime service 
and that no objectionable interference would result. H. P. Sherman and Philip K. Wrigley, involving 13,397 shares in respective areas, and proposed operation would not cause ob- 

Edward Dumbauld for applicant. stock. jectionable interference George ©. Sutton and Arthur H. Schroeder 

West Virginia: Joe IL. Smith, Jr.. granted permission to con- Indiana: WIND, - Johnson-Kennedy Radio Corporation, Gary, appeared for both WEST and WKBO 
struct new 250 watter days, 100 watts night. on 1210 ke. to provide seeks authority te transfer control of corporation same as above, WCBA, B. Bryan Musselman, Allentown, and WSAN, Inc., Allen- 
service to region now spottily isolated from radio broadcast due involving 765 shares common stock. town, recommended by Examiner John P. Bramhall for permission 
to poor local receptien conditions. H. Shinnick for applicant. Banks of Wabash, Inc., re-submits application for new relay ex- to withdraw without prejudice their applications for modification 

Wisconsin: State Department of Agriculture and Markets turned perimental broadeast station using 100,000, 120,000, 150,000 and of license to permit power boost from 500 to 1000 watts on 1440 ke. 
down in plea for extension of operations of WLBL, Stevens Point, 200,000 ke. bands with two watts power. ‘ band on time-sharing basis, as at present teacon is that im- 
now operating daytime only with 5000 watts on 900 ke. band, State Iowa: WSUI, State University, Lowa City, 500-watter, seeks portant witnesses were unavailable for hearing. 





sought to keep outlet on air until 10 p.m. with 1000 watts power. 


Col. B. J. Palmer on a fishing trip , 
to Florida and Cuba. Accompanied | 


by Ralph Evans, of WOC. 








ST. LOUIS, 
MISSOURI 
1,000 Watts 
Full Time 





| 
| 








Pacific Four A's Convention Air 


power boost to 1000 watts nights, 5000 watts days and approval 





Arthur W. Scharfeld and Philip G. Loucks for applicants. 


“NOT WITH US ANY MORE’ HIGGINS SUCCEEDS 


Quite a Few Ins, Outs, Shifts in LATE BOB BARRETT 











Seminar with Benny, McAvity, Wilson Soul, Oct 18 | ies oa jk 





San Francisco, Oct. 18. representative of a leading adver- 


First convention of the new Pacific | tiser will participate. 


Council of the American Association Donald Thornburgh of CBS is in 
of Advertising Agencies will meet at! charge of the Western Division; 


Hotel Del Monte on the Monterey | Thomas AcAvity of the 


Hollywood 


peninsula Thursday and Friday of, staff of Lord & Thomas; Jack Benny 


this week, with radio and agency | and Don Wilson of the 
men from Coast cities attending.| gram, and Harold Deal, 


Jello pro- 
vice-prexy 


One of the important events of the | of the Pacific Advertising Clubs and 
confab will be the presentation of! advertising and promotion director 


the radio departmental, which is| of the Associated Divis 
headed by manager Tom F. Harring- | Tidewater Associated Oil, 
ton of the Young & Rubicam radio | speakers. 


Constantine & Gardner, 
Each Other’ will be the general sub- 


ject of a discussion in which net-| nowwow, 
work and agency execs, a radiO| speakers will be heard in 
comedian and an announcer, and a| members of the Council. 











THOUSANDS! 


D. C.; Lou Townsend, of 
Federation of America 
Bank of America, San 
Thomas H. Beck and 


prexy of L. M. Clark, 


New York. 


the general subject of t 


Started more than a thousand days ago, the WHN: Thomas, San Francisco; 


ORIGINAL AMATEUR HOUR still gets thousands of, 
telephone calls, thousands of listeners every Friday 


Seattle; J. C. Morse, Dan B. Miner | Stalking a sponsor. 
ight. th facts, figures, statistics to show Co., Los Angeles; Warren E. Kraft, : 
night Almost a ousand 9 : + Erwin Wasey & Co. of the Paeific Barnhart’s Bad Smash-Up 
you why it will sell your product! Write WHN now.’ Coast, Seattle. St. Louis, Oct. 18. | 


0 Ne ole 


William H. Horsley, 


ion of the 
will be the 


| department in Hollywood, at noon David M. Botsford of Bostford, | 
; Thursday when ‘What We Expect of 


San Fran- 


cisco, is chairman of the two-day 
at which seven guest 


addition to 
Former in- 


clude George B. Parker, Scripps- 
Howard Newspapers, Washington, 
Advertising | 


and of the 
Francisco; 
a. 2: A 


Pennypacker of Crowell; L. M. Clark, | manager and program director. He 


Inc., New 


York; N. E. Wilding, of Wilding Pic- | supervision of Jack Gross, manager 
ture Productions, Inc., Detroit; John | of KEHE, Hearst outlet in Los An- 
E. Brennan, director of Market Re- 
search, Outdoor Advertising, Inc., 


Other Speakers 
‘Advertising Marches On’ will be 


alks Thurs- 


day by Richard Russell, Lord & 


Terrell Mc- 


Carty, McCarty Co., Los Angeles; 


Izzard Co., 


Others to speak at the confab in-| An automobile accident in which 
clude Henry ‘T. Ewald, John Benson, 


San Fran- 


cisco; Allen L. Billingsley, Don Beld- 


Lloyd Myers, art director; Bowman, 
Deute, Cummings, Inc., 


DIAL 1010 


MATIONAL SALES RETRLSENTATIVES, 
. ware runs 4, Se 





Los Angeles. 


ing of Lord & Thomas, Los Angeles; 
August J. Bruhn, McCann-Erickson, 





Three have quit and one has been 
added to KMOX’s personnel. James 
V. Huffman gave up the title of as- 
sistant sales manager to become 4| the death of R. J. Barrett, Jr. Higgins 
ae of a oo gg ero ao has been with the WOR fo sang 

gency; oy mi wen rom | : i. 7 ; : 

KMOX sales to WEW as assistant to page te rape pane Seen 
the general manager, Al S. Foster, 

while Celeste Casey, wife of 
KMOX’s production manager, 
Arthur Casey, just gave up her office 
job. Newcomer to KMOX is Paul 
Hammond, who came from KOIL, 
Omaha, to be a salesman. 

John J. Sullivan is back on the 
sales staff of WTMV, East St. Louis. 
|For the past year he had been with 
KWOS, Jefferson City, and KOAM, 
Pittsburgh, Kan. 


Reiland Quinn Upped 


San Francisco, Oct. 18 . 

Reiland Quinn is the new manager 
of the Hearst-owned station, KYA, 
here, succeeding Clarence B. Juneau 
last week. Quinn has been with 
| KYA for three years, first as an ac- 
| tor, then as producer, production 


Harold Higgins has been appointed 
chief of the local WOR (Newark) 
sales office, taking over following 





Joe Graham now aiding Nat Wolfe 
in radio representation for Myron 
Selznick agency. 














| assumed his new post under the 


| Beles, who flew to San Francisco 
for that purpose. 





Baron Keyes at WIP 
Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 
Baron Keyes, who formerly did | 
kid shows on KFI, Los Angeles, is at | 
WIP. Across the board at 5.15 pm. | 
| ‘Clickety Clack’ show has about 10! 
characters, all played by Keyes, 

















jaw, in addition to severe cuts and 


| he suffered multiple fractures of the 
bruises, has put Charles E. Barnhart, 


Se EE rN RN 
gabber and continuity chief of ON THE NBC RED NETWORK 


: 
| WTMV, East St. Louis, on the shelf | 
| for four months. Vernon A. Nolte NATIONAL REPRESENTATIVES 


' shoved into the breach. Ss EDWARD PETRY & co. 
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| Artists Bureau Film Angles 


— 


‘'WSMK, Dayton, Dolls Up 
To Attract NBC’s Eye 


Dayton, Oct. 18. 





chised Equity agents. 





As detailed on page seven of this issue, the Artists Managers Guild 
(Hollywood 10%ers) is contesting Screen Actors Guild demand that 
they (AMG) be licensed by the SAG. 


Latest move by the film agents is to call in both the CBS and NBC 
artists bureaus to ally with them in combating the SAG move. 


| Station WSMK has started work 
|on a new transmitter. When com- 
|pleted, the station will go on un- 
limited time, with daylight power 
of 500 watts, non-directional, and 
night power of 250 watts, directional. 
| Station applied for permission to 
install stronger equipment a year ago 


It’s a stunt akin to the fran- 








DAMROSCH SERIES 
DIVERTED TO WWS 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 
Unable to take NBC’s Music Ap- 
preciation Hour weekly under Wal- 
ter Damrosch because of commercial 
commitments, KDKA, NBC-West- 


inghouse controlled, has turned the | 
period over to WWSW, small-watt | 
station owned and operated by Post- | after press matter had been sent out. 


Gazette. 


Close cooperation has been rule} 


ARMY MAN WON’T TALK | ago the specified equipment was out- 


| Brigadier General Cancels WMCA 


Sid Goddwin joined KNX produc- | 


but when finally granted three months 





|moded and the station put in a new | 
application. 





Stanley Krohn, Jr., president, hopes 
to get into operation within 30 days. } 
When completed station hopes it 


Talk on European Situation 





Fearful of losing his commission | will get a blue NBC network tie-up 
in the state militia, Brig. Gen. A. E. | 
| Anderson cancelled a skedded talk | 
|on station WMCA, N. Y., this week. 
Was to have chinned on European 
situation. 


Soldier relayed refusal to station 





Weiss Gets a Title 


Los Angeles, Oct. 18. 
Lewis Allen Weiss last week was 
made a director of Don Lee Coast 
chain and elevated to a vice-presi- ! 
dency. 
He has been general manager of 





here between KDKA and WWSW tion staff in Hollywood. He was| the 29-station network since first of | 


for last year, result of KDKA’s se- | formerly NBC program director. 
ries of shows in connection with: 
opening of new P-G building last | 


spring and also through recent co-op 


sponsorship by Socony-Vacuum and | 


General Mills of Pirate baseball 
broadcasts over both stations. First 
KDKA studio 18 years ago was 
housed in old Post-Gazette office. 


NEW ANTENNA RULES 


FCC Prescribes Exact Height of 
Transmitter Towers 








Washington, Oct. 18. 


New rules governing minimum an- 
tenna requirements for standard 
broadcast stations were released last 
week by FCC. Designed as a con- 
tribution to Sec. 5 of the Standards 
of Good Engineering Practice, on 
which hearings were held last June, 
data on minimum antenna heights or 
field intensity requirements calls 
for the following observations: 

Licensees requesting changes in 
power, time of operation, frequency 
or transmitter location must also ask 
for authority to install new antenna 
system or make changes in their ex- 
isting antenna systems to meet the 
minimum heights designated in the 
new rulings—or submit evidence 
that present antenna system meets 
field intensity requirements, before 
favorable consideration can be 
awarded. 

Minimum heights for local stations 
will be: 

(a) Local channel stations, 150 
feet, or a minimum effective unab- 
sorbed field intensity at one mile of 
150 mv/m for 1 kw (100 watts 47.5 
mv/m and 250 watts 75 mv/m). 

(b) Regional channel stations (or 
limited time, day, etc.) or a mini- 
mum effective field intensity at one 
mile or 175 mv/m for 1 kw. 

{c) Dominant clear channel sta- 
tions, or a minimum effective field 
intensity at one mile of 225 mv/m 
for 1 kw. 

Commish is furnishing broadcas- 
ters with chart to illustrate the new 
antenna regs, plus additional info. 





William Griskey, dramatic direc- 
tor and announcer at WLEU, Erie, 
Pa., has quit to go back to the stage. 
He’s due to appear this season at the 
Erie Playhouse. 


= 














E 
SALT LAK 
CITY 


is 
R e sponsive 


PARTICULARLY for 


ADVERTISERS USING 


The 
POPULAR 
ST ATION 


DY 


SALT LAKE CITY NBC 
Representative: aeo 
John Blair & Co. 


i last year. 


Catholic and Protestant Delegation 
Gets Rutherford Cut Off the Air 





Akron, Oct. 18. 
Judge Joseph F. Rutherford’s 
Watchtower programs which have 
run into so much radio opposition 


throughout the country came to/| 


'grief here when station WADC | speeches by the judge. 


broadcast one of the group’s pro- 


grams. Holding that the Rutherford 
transcriptions were too offensive to 
Catholics to be stomached any longer, 
a delegation of three Catholics and 
a Protestant minister called on the 
station during the Rutherford broad- 


|cast Sunday and demanded that it 
be halted. Program was stopped 20 


minutes before its conclusion. 


Allen T. Simmons, operator of | 


WADC, said that he had permitted 


the program to go on as he had a/|} 


contract with the Watchtower society 
and because an advance copy of 


, Rutherford’s address had not been 
furnished him. 

| Simmons said that he has no fu- 
ture contract for the Rutherford 
programs and indicated that he is 
not interested in carrying future 


Delegation that visited Simmons 
included Rev. Fr. John Murphy, of 
district Holy Name societies; C. J. 
True, the president; Leo Walters, 
head of the Knights of Columbus, 
and the Rev. M. R. Brandt, pastor at 
West Congregational church. 





Ike Levy to Hollywood 
Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 
Ike Levy, v.p., of CBS, and board 
chairman of WCAU, leaving on 
Oct. 21 for two-and-a-half week 
trip to the Coast. Will be principal- 
ly in the nature of a vacation. 





























So 


George C. Biggar, Supervisor of WI.W’s Rural Program activities, has been 
engaged in planning and directing programs for farm folks during the 
past 15 years. Born on a farm and a graduate of South Dakota State 
College, he has had charge of farm and home programs from WFAA, 
Dallas; WSB, Atlanta; KMBC, Kansas City; and WLS, Chicago. He was 
WLS Program Director for seven years. Working with him as WLW’s 
Agricultural Editor and Rural Events Announcer is John F. Merrifield, a 
graduate of Iowa State College in agricultural economics. He has worked 
with county farm agents and other agricultural officials in several states. 





John Conrad (right) of the WLW Spe- 4-H Club Members of Hamilton 


cial Events department, interviews Qhio, participate in broadcast of third 
annual carnival. Merrifield tells WLW’s 


Fair, while John Merrifield of the vast rural audience about 4H work, 
, 


William Bibbee, Hamilton County, 
Ohio, Agricultural Agent at Carthage 


WLW Agricultural dept. smiles in while Jobn Conrad and Herb 
accord with what Mr. Bibbee says. 


Decreamco Dean Jessie, famous Holstein, poses while her owner, S. S. 
Smith, Wooster, Ohio, answers John Merrifield’s questions about her. 
I. D. Hadley, Field Secretary of the Ohio Holstein-Friesian Ass'n looks on. 









...these things, too, we 
think are part of the 


Story of WITW 


OR years the Nation's Station has provided time for a daily eco- 
nomic, educational and entertainment service to its rural audience. 


Weather forecasts, livestock, grain, butter and egg, fruit and vege- 


table market quotations 


. .- NBC’s National Farm and Home Hour 


. ++ “Top of the Morning” with its lively “wake up and cheer up” 


rural entertainment 


. “Truly American” built around Barton 


Rees Pogue, Hoosier poet-philosopher, and Boss Johnston, a prac- 


tical farmer . 
grandmother’s day . 


“Country Sunday” with songs and hymns of 
.. “Fortunes Washed Away”, a weekly dramatic 


offering of the Federal Soil Conservation Service, which has attracted 


national attention. 


And now ... WLW has become an even more effective farm serv- 


ice medium. 


Special Farm Events, handled by John F, Merrifield, Agricultural 
Editor, have recently brought to WLW listeners the educational and 
human interest angles of the National Dairy Exposition, Ohio State 
Fair, Hamilton County Fair, Ohio 4-H Club Congress and Purdue 


Swine Feeders Day. 


“Morning News” was recently inaugurated at 6:45 a. m. daily to 
bring stories of important world happenings to rural America 


at breakfast time ... 


become daily features on 


gossip ... Farm leaders 


County, 


inspiration, 
e 


Flaig, 


WLW’'s Special Events Director, stand by. 


Farm news and “down to earth” 


information from the United States Department of Agri- 
culture, agricultural colleges and farm organizations have 


WLW’s Top of the Morning .. . 


The R. F. D. Mail Box features friendly farm information and 


and authorities and 4-H Club boys 


and girls appear regularly before WLW’s microphones. 

WLW’s new Boone County Jamboree on Friday nights 
brings good old-fashioned singin’ school and huskin’ bee enter- 
tainment to the nation’s farm folks. 

The Nation’s Station well knows that rural America can be 
served by radio as through no other medium. WLW is pledged 
to continue it’s long-established farm service , . . to make it 
more effective in practical helpfulness, entertainment and 


whe 


WLW’S Supervisor of Rural Programs 





Earl H. Hanefeld, Director of Agriculture for the state of Ohio, tells 
John Conrad, John Merrifield and WLW’s listening audience about 
the elaborate plans for Obio’s great state fair, held annually at Colum- 
bus. WLW picked up six broadcasts from the Ohio State Fair, in- 
cluding everything from cattle judging to interviews on the midway. 
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Columbia Initiates New Sales Policy 


For Early A.M. Five-Minute Spots 








WABC, CBS’ New York key, is| 
now selling time in five-minute units | 
in the early a.m. This split-up is 
confined, for the time being to the 
8 to 8.15 a.m. stretch. Program can 
be either live or disked. 

It’s the second marked change in 
sales policy for WABC that CBS has 
introduced within the past year. 
Previous one had to do with making 
the 8 to 9 a.m. periods available to 
advertising wanting to use transcrip- 
tions. NBC immediately adopted a 
like policy for WJZ and WEAF, the 
New York keys for the blue and red 
links, respectively. 

WABC’s five-minute thing puts 
that station in direct competition 
with WOR more than ever as far as | 


cerned. 





SEARS-ROEBUCK’S 
‘YOUR WISCONSIN’ 


Milwaukee, Oct. 18. 
Wisconsin,’ new 
days, opens at 





‘Your 


pioncer 26-week 


the early morning periods are mse 
} 
| 


|; (WIZ) 


series of | 
ito air 


stretch on WTMJ, Milwaukee, spon- | 


by Sears-Roebuck Retail 
Written by George Comte, | 
Allen | 


sored 
Stores. 
who also acts as narrator. 
Koehler handles account. 
A heavy merchandising and pro- 
motional campaign supports ‘Your | 
Wisconsii’ 


| 
| 


| to 





Time Mark Times On 


March of Time program will con- 
tinue ‘for the present’ over NBC blue 
under the prevailing setup. 
Life mag, which is bankrolling the 
series, was last week ready to scrap 
it. Another possibility was that an 
outside firm would take over spon- 
sorship. Latter outfit dropped the 
idea, however. 

No indication how long the pro- 
gram will be continued, 





KYW’ SAVITT r INTO 
CAFE; WCAU LAYS OFF 


Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 
situash that may lead 
will be en- 


| rate is spending $41,000 a year, 
| the union, under the quota, 





Confusing 

some hard feelings 
countered here when Jan Savitt’s 
house band at KYW opens a four- 
week stand at the Arcadia-Interna- 
tional nitery next month. Spot for 
several years has had an exclusive | 
wire into WCAU. But Savitt’s con-| 
tract with KYW doesn’t permit him | 
over any other local outlet. | 
So arrangements have been made} 
. for him to broadcast from the nitery | 
over KYW and the NBC net, leav-| 
ing WCAU in the cold. 


Stan Lee Broza, WCAU program grams are solving the problems of | 


director, indicated he didn’t feel too | 
good about the whole thing in view 


| clans 


WDAS Settles with AFM 


Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 
Agreement was reached late last 
week between WDAS and the Musi- 
Local on a termer for the 
coming season. Following the form- | 
ula provided in the national agree- 
ment, concessions were made by both | 
sides in the contract which will be ' 

ready for official inking this week. 
Station’s quota was cut to a little 





over $7,000, which required the lop- | 


ping off of one man. Music, as a 
result, will be provided by four men 
at $30 per week each. Hours have 
been cut from two within 10 to one 
and a half within seven. Pact is for 
52 weeks. 


Meantime WPEN is at an impasse 


with the union and is continuing 
under the old contract, which suits 
ithe A. F. of M. fine. Outlet at that 


while 
is asking 
only $31,000. WPEN claims this fig- 
ure is exorbitant and is asking a 
slice to $21,000. 


There have been | 


several confabs between union execs | 


and law firm John Iraci 


estate, 


repping 








Chicago, Oct. 18. 
Sponsors of recorded dramatic pro- 


|}increased music costs by limiting 
‘their discs to dialog and arranging 


Includes newspaper ad- | of the long time the Arcadia has/|to have the local stations provide 


vertising, broadsides to schools and| been carried on his outlet, but said | | the theme music from phonogr aph | 


general public, 
cards, bulletin boards and envelope 
stufiers. Audition of first episode 
was recorded and played for store 
sales people at a get-together prior 


to show’s preem to get them steamed | national’ motif, Savitt will dedicate | 0 


up over the WTMJ dramas. 





Pacific Council of American Asso- | 


ciation of Advertising Agencies con- 


venes Oct. 20-21 at Del Monte, Calif. 
Chief speaker is Thomas Beck, prez 
of Crowell Publishing Co. 

















forward for 


store and window! no obstacles will be put in the way. 


In the meantime, plans are going | 
a trick exploitation | 


| stunt when Savitt opens at the Ar- 





| noted for. 


























BABS -- CHARLIE:-LITTLE © 


TUMS VOCAL VARIETIES 


WLW and NBC Red 
Tues-Thurs., 7:15 P.M. EST 


Guest Artists 


AVALON CIGARETTES 


WLW and NBC Red 
Saturday, 7 to 7:30 P.M. EST 








eadia. Following the spot’s ‘inter- | 


| each night of the first week of his 


engagement to a different country. | 


Philly consul of that nation will be | 
a guest and the music will be of | 
the type the particular country is 
Arrangements have been 


made for NBC to send the broad- 


casts by short wave to the countries | 


| for which they are intended. 





| 


| 
| 


Luncheon for Brophy 





Canadian Marconi threw a lunch- 
eon for Reginald M. Brophy, firm’s 
| general manager, at the Mount Royal 
| Hotel on Oct. 14, following his return 
| from a trip through Western Canada 
| for a survey of broadcasting condi- 
prodigy 
| Brophy’s return to Canada. 

Brophy was station relations mana- 
ger for NBC before returning to 
Canada Marconi a year ago. He had 
previously been with Marconi be- 
fore going to NBC. 


| Montreal. Oct.. 18. 





Reynolds Sees Schudt 
Cincinnati, Oct. 18. 

Concluding a week’s conference 
with Bill Schudt, manager, and Bill 
Williamson, sales manager, of 
WKRC, Edwin S. Reynolds of the 
CBS sales promotion department left 
Monday. 

Back to New York. 





Chase & Sanborn show being 
moved into Hollywood Radio City. 
With 150 seats more than old NBC 
studio it will ameliorate the free 
ducat headache. 











THE O'NEILLS’ 


Présented by Ivory Soap « 99 **/ 100 : 





By JANE WEST 


NOW RADIO'S MOST POPULAR 
FAMILY BRINGS YOU MORE 


[AUGHTER TEARS ano [{EART-THROBS 


0 pure 


TWICE DAILY 
LISTEN NBC Red Network, 12:15 to 12:30 P.M. EST 


CBS - WABC— 
COAST TO COAST 


2:15to 2:30P.M. EST 


Dir. COMPTON AVVERTISING AGENCY 
MGT., ED WOLF—RKO BLDG. NEW YORK CITY 





Occasion was anniversary of | 


| records. While the musicians’ 
unions are aware of this develop- 
ment they have yet to think up a 
| way of defeating it. 


installments. 


‘THIS GUYS BETTER 





THAN ME,’ SEZ P.A. | 





St. Louis, Oct. 18. 


Les Kaufman, p.a. for Fanchon & | 
Marco here, who doubled as a radio ; That determination sent her to the 
gabber for 22 weeks, has given up}Chicago Art Institute to learn de- 
Every Saturday | signing. 


the latter stint. 
evening he spent 15 minutes at the 
KMOX studios with a ‘Flicker Flash’ 
program in which Hollywood gossip 
was intertwined with music and 
forthcoming attractions at F&M’s 
deluxers and the St. Louis Amuse- 
ment Co.’s string of nabes. Last 
week Kaufman pulled up with a 
cold and sore throat and asked for 
a sub at the studio. Marvin E. 
Mueller drew the gabbing assign- 
ment and Kaufman thought he did 
so well he’ll stay off the air indefi- 
nitely. 

F&M started its ‘Flicker Flash’ 
program more than a year ago and 
consider it a good biz getter. The 
contract runs for an_ indefinite 
period. 





HAGLUND PROMOTED 
Richard Haglund, former captain 
of pages at CBS Playhouse No. 3, 
promoted to managership of play- 
house No.2. He succeeds Jack Page, 
who was promoted to supervisor of | 
three CBS playhouses in New York. 





ago when Lehman resigned. John | 
Kane, another page, will succeed | 
| Haglund as captain at No. 3 theatre. 





Maternity Retires Two-Act 
Cleveland, Oct. 18. 


Selden and Dave Baylor in latter’s 
‘Morning Express’ hour over WGAR 
was broken last week, forcing Baylor 
to go solo for at least a month. 
Femme half of team is Mrs. David 


Baylor. Becomes a mother in De- 
cember., 





Auditions on Crutches 
St. Louis, Oct. 18. 

Although compelled to use 
crutches because of a broken leg, 
Roy Kantor, newcomer, clicked in 
an audition at KMOX last week and 
won a job to participate in a new 
‘The Land We Live In’ series that 
the station is prepping for an early 
start. 

Arthur Casey, production mgr. at 
KMOX, awarded him job for the 
winter, 








CHICAGO E. T'S [~ ruth Eeting 
DUCK MUSIC 


| $150,000-$200,000 annually. 





Page succeeded George Lehman as | 
supervisor of trio about a month! HARRY SO SNIK 
| i aee 


Five-year partnership of Shirley | 


Inside Stuff—Radio 


Carlos Franco, time and talent buyer for Young & Rubicam, limped last 
_ week around the office with a bandaged wrist and a strapped back. He 
had involved himself in a peculiar accident while playing golf. 
| Franco took a hefty swing in playing the ball from the side of a hill, 
As the clubhead came down toward the ball his foot slid. In the resulting 
tumble the club came up and slapped him on the wrist and there was a 
| general twisting of muscles in the arms, legs and back. 











Texaco crowd reared up on its hind legs last week when word got around 
that Columbia programmers in New York had spotted its Workshop just 
ahead of the petrol opus. Squawk was that it didn’t add up to good show. 
manship to niche the sustainer so close to the program's Reinhardt Work- 
shop. After much teletyping back and fourth the cuffo show was yanked 
for another spot so as not to offend one of the chain’s big accounts. 


Walter Craig, who sold out his evivate radio production biz in order to 
join Street & Finney advertising agency, has broken the ice by bringing 
in Jameson’s Irish Whiskey for a test. Betty Swaim moved to Street & 
Finney to continue as Craig’s aide. 


Dave Elman, creatcr of Hobby Lobby readying book for McGraw-Hill 


Also dickering with King Features Syndicate to write a daily column of 
hobby oddities. 


Cameron King and Dave Driscoll of WOR, N. Y., went down the bay 
Tuesday (18) and made a recording of the docking (without tugs) of the 
, Queen Mary. Was rebroadcast at 9:45 and 12:15. 





playing the top cafes in Chicago— 
the Rainbow, Paradise and Green 
Mill. She gathered a following 


It was that publicity and follow. 
ing that got her a stage date at the 
(Continued from page 33) | McVickers for $500. A. J. Ballaban 
- booked her into the theatre where 
business today would run she worked with Paul Ash, 

It was the music publishing busi- 
ness that got her a break with Flor- 
enz Ziegfeld, for Max Winslow, 
'Rocco Vocco, and others prevailed on 
Irving Berlin to talk to Ziegfeld, who 
then went to catch her. 








show to 
But Miss 
Etting has turned her back to all 
that. She is retiring. Retiring, be- | 


cause that is how she planned it | 
many years ago. 


She always said when she had eee 
reached a certain peak in show | ; 
business, a peak which she thought | WKRC’s New Top Panelman 
was her pinnacle of success in ied | Cincinnati, Oct. 18. 
business, she would quit. Included; John Tiffany reached here Monday 


}in that goal was the assured income | 
she sought. 


(17) to 


become chief engineer of 
She has acquired that | WKRC. 


He came from New York 


Phonograph music is used at the! assured income, which is still an- | where he doubled as head engineer 
pening and closing of the script! other factor in her determination to | 


for WABC and the CBS short-wave 
station W2XE. 

Frank Wieringer, who was chief 
|engineer of the local Columbia sta- 
tion since 1929, resigned last week. 


| remove herself quietly but complete- ! 
| ly from the theatrical world. | 
| Started in the Cafes 

| She had this idea many years, 
| when she first came from a farm in 
Nebraska, arriving in Chicago to 
take a job as chorus girl at the Mari- 





Dessa Byrd Divorced 





gold nite club. She was a chorus After 16 pope pede ow 
girl with an idea, a goal, a burning R ri : repr cometh tl , 
ambition, and with determination. esener, conductor of the Lyric the- 


atre pit orchestra, and Dessa Byrd, 
organist on radio station WIRE, and 
formerly organist at Indiana and 
Circle theatres, were divorced. 

Couple has been separated almost 
a year with final decree granted this 
month. 


It was that ambition that 
made her seek to rise from the 
chorus line and become a singer of 
songs. 


She had to resort to many tricks 
to get out of the line and become a 
singer of songs. She was thin, so 
she designed clothes that would 
show her off to best advantage. She 
needed style, mannerisms and knowl- 
edge of stage tricks and technique, 
so she boldly sought and obtained 
the advice of the song stylists of 
those days, Grace LaRue, Nan Hal- 
perin, Blossom Seeley and others. 
She got to them, some way, some- 
how. She impressed them with her 





























enthusiasm, earnestness and ambi- | 
tion, and they told her their stage | 
ay i LISTEN TO 

She then went after publicity and 
she got that. For she knew that DORIS RHODES 
money depended on publicity. And 
money fellowed publicity. Step by 
step she worked her way from $75|J , 5:30, FM. MON 3, Lt She 
a week in the nitery field to $250 Stet Columbia Artiste Burese 
and $400 and she moved upward, as earctiewe se 
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CHARLES BOYER—WOODBURY PLAYHOUSE 
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AUTHORS’ RAD 


PALL AD) AGENCIES 
THO. HIGH-HANDED 


Delays, Slow Pay, Waiving 
of All Rights with No Off- 
set Advantages Are on 
Squawk Agenda of Radio 
Writers’ Guild 





PARALLELS 


Present contractual setup govern- 
ing the sale of radio scripts is being 
studied by the Radio Writers’ Guild 
and may be one of the principal sub- 
jects of discussion at next month’s 
annual meeting. Guild officials are 
going slowly in dealing with the sit- 
uation, but it is known they con- 
sider existing conditions extremely 
inequitable in many cases. 


Although there is a wide variance 
in contracts and terms governing 
radio script sales, it is claimed that 
none of the existing deals is equit- 
able from the author’s standpoint. 
Stated that even the most favorable 
terms offered radio writers are rarely 
as good as near the worst deals given 
authors in any other writing field, 
even including the cheap pulp maga- 
zine market. That condition is said 
to apply in all kinds of radio scripts, 
including both the sponsored and 
sustaining fields and the single pro- 
gram and series classifications. 


Waive All Rights 
At first glance, the prevailing 
prices for radio scripts are fairly 
reasonable. But even a cursory 
study of conditions reveals how low 





Party at Zoo 





Radio Writers’ Guild will 
hold its second annual general 
membership meeting and elec- 
tion Nov. 7. It will be preceded 
by a dinner. 

Affair will be held in the 
Central Park Zoo, N. Y. 














such prices actually are, it is claimed. 
In explanation, authors point out 
that in all sales of radio scripts, all 
subsidiary rights to the material] is 
covered in the contract, including 


|any future use in any other medium. 


} 


For instance, although a radio script 
is purehased for use in a 
broadcast, the author 


| quent broadcasts or for possible use 


in magazine or book form, films, legit 


lor recording. Considering what 
rights he includes with the sale, the 
author is grossly underpaid, Guild 


| paid for his services whether er not | 


members feel. 


In no other field of authorship 
does such a condition exist, except 
in the case of films, where writers 
are regular employees and are paid 
a stated amount for their time, re- 
gardless of whether their output is 
used or not. In such cases, where 
the writer is a regular employee 


|it is used, it is an accepted principle 
| that the employer retains sole rights 
| to all material turned out during the 





|term of employment, 





including all 
subsidiary rights. Thus screen writ- 
ers turn over all rights to their ma- 
terial to the studios. 
nection it may be pointed out in 
passing, however, that authors who 
turn out legit plays while they are 
employed on film scripting assign- 


|ments have sole ownership of the 
|rights to sueh plays, including 


subsequent picture sale. 
See Contract Gimmick 


1) PEEVE 





chase of radio scripts that the word- 
ing is such that it would convey 
the impression that the writer is an 
employe who has been hired to do 
a specific piece of work. But the 
authors claim that in cases of such 
sales the writer is not actually an 
employee in the fair or ordinarily 
accepted sense of the word. That 
is, he has no guarantee of employ- 
ment, no security and no certainty 
that his work will be paid for. He 
is neither a permanent nor, as film 
writers sometimes are, a temporary 
employe Actually he is commis- 





single | ; ; : 
is forced _* 'as unfair by the writers is the exist- 


relinguish his rights in any subse- | #2 practice of paying for scripts 


In this con- | 


sioned to write on speculation, with 


vided the work is accepted. 


the price agreed on in advance pro-'! 


“1 





Another condition that is viewed | 


when they are broadcast. Although 
the nature of the business usually re- 
quires broadcasting 
after their acceptance, in some cases 
writers have to 
tively long periods, six months and 
longer, for payment. It’s also claimed 


of scripts soon | 


wait for compara- | 


|that because of this in some cases | 
scripts become out of date through | 


continued non-use and the writer 
|loses all remuneration for originally 
marketable work, through no fault 
of his own. It is pointed out that 
such conditions formerly existed in 
ithe magazine field, with publishers 
paying for material only on publi- 
|eation and then retaining all sub- 
|sidiary rights. The Authors League 
of America, parent organization of 
|the Radio Writers’ Guild, has ended 
|such conditions, however. 

Pointed out that all of the above 
| conditions apply only to unaffiliated, 
|independent or free-lance scripters. 
| Those few writers who are regularly 
lemployed by the agencies, networks 
lor stations (known as staff writers) 
' do not come under that classification, 


tad as they are usually paid regular sal- 


|aries, or according to a fixed scale 
| of fees. In the case of staff writers 


It has been observed that in most ,the Guild has for some time been 


agency contracts governing the pur-! considering ways to 


improve con- 











Editor, VaRirty: 
This isn’t a squawk. 
suggestion. 


is placed first. 


a picayune point as this. And to 





NBC Behind CBS 


COLUMBIA BROADCASTING SYSTEM, INC. 
485 MADISON AVENUE 
NEW YORK 


It is, what seems to me, only a cOmmon sense 


For whatever reasons it happens, I have noticed that in almost 
ever sentence referring both to CBS and NBC in your paper, NBC 


It seems to me—and it would certainly increase my enjoyment of 
your paper—that at least once in awhile CBS ought to come first. 
Not merely for alphabetical reasons (though that always is a good 
reason) but because any of your readers will concede that—insofar 
as news-worthiness and importance are concerned—CBS ought to 
be mentioned first at least as often as NBC. 

You can see how busy I am these days if I can stop to pick on such 
dignify it by a letter is probably 
to make it sound more important than it really is. 

But it is something I am conscious of every time I open your paper 
and—as a regular reader—I think CBS ought to share honors equally 
in your paper on a simple item like this. 

Cordially, 


Vic Ratner. 








Nab House-to-House Collector Who 


Sought Aid for Major Bowes’ Ams 


Detroit, Oct. 18. 

Seized on charges of falsely col- 
lecting money to ‘finance’ Major 
Bowes program, Robert Lawson is 
being held for investigation by De- 
troit police. 

According to police, Lawson has 
been making house-to-heuse canvass 





ditions. In general, it would prob- 
ably be along the general lines of 
obtaining more favorable terms, par- 
ticularly for writers in the lower 
salary brackets. 





asking 50 cents for subscription to 
a magazine, telling victims part of 
money is used to support Bowes 
amateur shows. Sixteen-year-old 
gal tripped up Lawton by recalling 
that Chrysler sponsors show, short- 
ly after her mother had given so- 
licitor 25c. 

In Lawson’s room police found 
record of more than 300 collections 
in Detroit, ranging from 9c. to $1. 





Joe Taulane, legit player, added to 











the cast of the Sealtest program. 














We take pleasure in announcing 


that we exclusively represent 


PHIL BAKER 


for Radio, Stage and Screen 


WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Ine. 
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TOSCANINI NBC SYMPHONY 
With Samuel Chotzinoff, commentator 


wiz NEC, New York 
- ew Yor 
Toscanini is back on NBC. He, 
starts at. 10 p.m. and so does W. C. 
Fields on WABC. Most of the 
symph-maniacs won't know sabout 
that or much care, but it may be a} 
predicament for those borderline | 
cases who might succumb to a jolt 
of lah-de-dah, but still fancy the ho- 
key-pokey. ae 

owavee, there’s no point in judg-| 
ing Toscanini and what he gives out | 
by any ordinary or. proletarian | 
standards. Suffice that it’s still good | 
music that makes its listeners sit} 
still and listen hard. Not one iota | 
of compromise is in Toscanini's | 
make-up. Nowhere does he show any | 
mercy. And it’s a_ cinch nobody, | 
from Sarnoff down, has the nerve to} 
even hint that maybe an occasional 
tra-la-la would flavor the heavy | 
cuisine. In fact, it looks like the NBC | 
philosophy is to approach Toscanini | 
Turkish fashion, on the stomach 
NBC -stands upright only long | 
enough to write the check (a slight 
item of $4,000 per week) for the 
leader. 

Significant: The demand for tickets | 
from the NBC vice-presidents 1s way 
off this season, 





SOUSA MEMORIAL 
With B. A. Rolfe, William A. Brady, | 
Mrs. Sousa, Robert Ripley, Arthur | 
Pryor, Concert Band, University | 
Glee Club of N. Y¥., Combined High | 
Schools Band 
30 Mins. 
Sustaining 
Saturday, 7 p.m. 
WABC-CBS, New York 
An inspirational program, the first | 
of the series in a campaign to raise | 
funds memoralizing John Philip) 
Sousa the ‘march king.’ Clicked} 
throughout. CBS placed its network | 
at the disposal of the committee, | 
headed by the conductor, B. A. Rolfe, 
who was once in Sousa’s band. 
Names came forward to support} 
the movement and it was the first| 
microphone appearance for Mrs. 
Sousa, who svoke briefly, clearly and 
effectively. Widow was introduced by 
William A. Brady, described by | 
Rolfe as actor, sportsman, showman | 
anti friend. Feeling with which the} 





expressed genuine sentiment but! 
stood out in the well paced speaking 
portion of the broadcast. 

Program started with a stirring 


Sousa composition, which was pre-/| h 


{lem shows. 





JACK HALEY 

With Virginia Verrill, Lucille Ball, 
Artie Auerbach Ted Fio-Rito Or- 
chestra 

30 Mins. . 

WONDER BREAD 

Friday, 7:30 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 


(Benton & Bowles) 


Jack Haley presides over a hokey- 
pokey half hour that piles up quite 
a few giggles and will qualify as okay 
mass entertainment. It is neither a 
rival of the best in radio comedy, 
nor a fellow-sufferer with the prob- 
It shapes up as akin to 


vaudeville’s once important inter- 
mediate time,’ the houses_ that 
catered predominately to family 


patronage at pop scale. 

All advertising agencies worship 
at the shrine of the ‘formula of the 
moment,’ so throughout the script 
there are break-ins for Wonder 
Bread. As it happens these puns are 
not bad; here and there the meglo- 
mania is developed with consider- 
able cleverness. And it will concern 
nobody wut backseat-drivers (like 
VARIETY muggs) that the ghastly 
sameness of this kidding-the-one-we- 
love technique overshadows the 
whole commercial schedule. Wonder 
bread is fresh, but not its sales an- 
gies. 

Inter-play and cross-fire between 
Haley and his helpers has Ted Fio- 
Rito doing almost as much talking 
as playing. Virginia Verrill, Lucille 
Ball, Artie Auerbach handle their 
responsibilities professionally. The 
show is nicely paced and its basic 
impulses are gay and ingratiating. 

Land. 


RAE SAMUELS 
Songs 


ns. 

ROYAL GELATIN 
Thurs., 8 p.m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


| behalf of V-Bev. 





Rae Samuels, the singing come- | 
dienne and a surefire headliner in | 


the era of bigtime vaudeville, came | 


out of her retirement last Thursday 
(12) to give crosscountry listeners a 
couple samples of what still rates as 
pungent, adult entertainment. Knack 
and verve for selling a set of special 








| Follow-Up Comment 


Billy House on the Wrigley show 
out of Chicago is still batting strong 
in the fall and winter radio league, 
although the competition is now 
tougher. A summer entry, the ro- 
tund comic has been maintaining a 
hardy laff pace right along and his 
Sunday night half hour, 6:30-7 p.m., 
via CBS, comes in a right niche just 
before Benny and amidst a strong 
galaxy of radio talent as the after- 
noon grows late. 

House had a funny ‘Dr. Billyhouse’ 
satire on ‘Clitterhouse’ a fortnight 
ago, and this past week was as zingy. 
'Ditto Jack Fulton’s top  tenoring 
|and Hohengarten’s dansapation. 
| House’s philosophic topoffs are 
|quite in order, by no means maudlin, 
land building a little groove all by 
| itself. 

















Norman Brokenshire to some vet- 
|eran radio announcers is something 
of an out-of-this-world spieler, be- 
cause of his persuasive charm in the 
manner of selling the commercials. 
Ted Husing, for example, will tell 
you that there’s ne better mike 
seller than ‘Broke,’ and all of that 
comes to mind when hearing him on 
WOR Sunday eves, with a cheapie 
quarter hour of Hawaiian music, on 





Brokenshire does know how to | 
sonorously turn a phrase, and his | 
mike stance is fully bi,; league. 

Leo Reisman got the mike bally- 
hoo of his life on the Fitch program 
Sunday night, and, what’s more, 
lived up to it. Formula of the pro- 
gram to  biographically spotlight 
maestros individually capitalizes on 
topical idiom, in view of the great 
current interest in music and its 
maestros. Probably at no other time 
before, save in the pioneering days 
of Art Hickman and Paul Whiteman, 
with their symphonic syncopation, 
was ..e public interest so great. It’s 
even more so now, with the erudite 
eye to swing ’n’ stuff. 

H. M. Neely, maestrc of the show, 
gave Reisman a press-agent’s build- 
er-unver, but the maestro whammed 
‘em with his colorfully contrasting 


lyrics aren't a bit diminished. Pro-|moods and shades, as he dispenses 
veteran manager spoke, not alone| 8Tam might do itself good by tieing | his own style of terp tunes, 


her for a series. 


After opening with the old rube | 


standby, ‘Giddap, Napoleon, It Looks 
Like Rain,’ Miss Samuels showed ’em 
ow a character number can be 





Mickey Rooney, the kid actor 
turned song-plugger, made a per- 
sonal appearance with Eddie Cantor’s 
Camel frolic Monday (17), and ex- 


ceded by crisp military commands, | made an article of staple value on} acted an all-around ballyhoo gesture 


Rolfe’s voice pointing to: ‘His music | 


the air. It was a treatment in con- 


for the tune which he has composed. 


speaks a national language.’ Rolfe|trasts, the lullabying mother of the | Walter Woolf King sang it, Cantor 


then explained that a national cam-| past vs. the young dame who ex-| 


paign to the memory of Sousa had cuses herself from a cocktail klatsch 


started. There is to be a vast monu- 


ment in bronze; to be erected in | roundalay. 


Washington, where the top composer 
of marches made his mark and where 
he is buried. Planned to have a 
replica in every school in the coun- 
try, for there probably is not a school 
band in the country that has not 
layed his music and the movement 
dedicated to the musical youth of 
America. Contributions from a dime 
to a dollar are sought, such coin to 
be sent the Sousa Memorial Com- 
mittee, Steinway Hall, New York. 

Bob Ripley came on with an ap- 
propriate blackout. He told of the 
time when Sousa, whose music was 
published in Chicago, sought to sell 
a number outright to the same house 
for $35. Publisher said: ‘Young man, 
you have written two hits and I don’t 
think anyone can repeat after that.’ 
Thought turned down, Sousa was not 
discouraged and went on to compose 
‘Washington Post,’ ‘El Capitan’ and 
‘The Stars and Stripes Forever.’ ‘Be- 
lieve It or Not’ Ripley opened by 
saying that Sousa’s numbers do more 
to promote patriotism than any man 
in America. 

Dr. George H. Gartlan then con- 
ducted Rolfe’s special band, which 
included a flock of men who were 
formerly -with the Sousa outfit in 
‘Washington Post.’ Arthur Pryor, 
bandsman and cornetist, was initro- 
duced and when asked if he would 
conduct next Saturday replied that 
nothing could stop him. Combined 
school bands, spotted in another 
studio, were spliced in and that por- 
tion of the vrogram included the 
University Glee Club singing ‘My 
America, My Own Land.’ 

Not the least of the musical rendi- 
tions was a tone poem of Stephen 
A. Foster’s ‘Swanee River.’ Ibee. 


CHESTER MORRIS 

Sketch 

SWANSDOWN-CALUMET 

Thursday 8 p.m, 

WABC-CBS, New York 
Young & Rubicam) 

Morris has been in the East doing 
personal appearances between pic- 
tures. His stage turn consists of a 
skit and a bit of magic, but television 
hasn’t arrived yet and radio can’t 
project rabbit producing bits into the 
pare, so Morris used an original 

y Jerry Devine which was vaguely 
connected with one of his pictures. 

Skit was light but well handled by 
Morris, still didn’t mean much as 
entertainment. Morris assumed the 
role of a ring champion and a blue 
blood pet, neglecting training against 
advice of associates in order to up 
his social standing. Finally catches 
up with himself after being brushed 
off by his society sweetheart, going 
off on a bat, and straightening up in 
time for a ring date, winds up in the 
arms of school girl crush. 

Well done. 


tc. put her baby to sleep with a swing 

Odec. 

| RUDY VALLEE HOUR 

With Rae Samuels, Freddy Bartholo- 
mew, Helen Claire, Wally Brown, 
George Givot 

Variety 

60 Mins. 

STANDARD BRANDS 

Thurs., 8 p.m. 

WEAF-NBC, New York 


(J. Walter Thompson) 


Standard Brands’ Thursday eve- 
ning event seems to have entrenched 
itself in a humdrum bog. Zest for 
novelty is largely gone, the air about 
the whole thing suggests a chore that 
had been given a quick and routine 
going-over, while even the scripting 
has come to sound pretty flat and 
flavorless. Program’s point of origin 
shifts to the westcoast the first week 
in November, but it would seem 
doubtful whether the change will 
better the booking alignment, prin- 
cipally because of the stiff competi- 
tion prevailing on the Hollywood 
front. 

Slowly paced installment of last 
Thursday (12) started off with Rudy 
Vallee interviewing Helen Claire, 
whose work in the Broadway play, 
‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ has cap- 
tured much critical approval. Pala- 
ver ranged between two topics, why 
a southern girl must thicken the 
Dixie accent if she wants to make 
good with. New York men, and how 
important radio experience can be 
for a stage aspirant. For this pro- 
gram, the exchanges weren’t any to 
bricht. 

Making his third stand on the 
series, Freddy Bartholomew shuffled 
through a batch of trite dialog and 
an unexciting characterization which 
Doris Gilbert had whipped up and 
tagged ‘Sea Fever.’ It. was about a 
boy of 14 who couldn’t resist the im- 
pulse to stowaway on ships. He 
wanted to be a sailor. 

In the comedy department a down- 
east twang and a Greek accident 
vied for laughs, but as single acts. 
Wally Brown dug away back for 
most of his jokes. With a few good 
writers and a shrewd editor Brown 
might yet be made to click. George 
Givot slipped in toward the end of 
the hour for a fairly diverting mono- 
log on the ‘stromberry pie’ routine. 
Agency wouldn’t let him try out 
that serious baritone he’s yearning 
to project. 

About the only punch to the pro- 
ceedings came from Rae Samuels 
‘separately review). It would have 
been to the prozgram’s advantage if 
they had her following Wally Brown 
instead of preceding him. Letdown 
wouldn’t have been so on 

ec. 











sang it, Fairchild and Carroll played 
it on two pianos. We forget what 
it’s called. 

Rooney did a toughie. This was 
presented as a characterization. 
Later he spoke to Cantor in a re- 
spectful and deferential manner. 
Which sounded more like character- 
ization. It was Rooney the whoopsie. 
Tag-line had Rooney.departing for 
a date with one of Cantor’s daugh- 
ters. 

Anything for a laugh. 





‘QUITE BY ACCIDENT’ 

True-Life Drama 

30 Mins. 

NESTLES CHOCOLATE 

Tues., 7:30 p.m. 

WEAF, N. Y., and WMAQ, Chicago 

(Warwick & Legler) 

Another show that highlights dra- 

matic incidents in individual lives 





this one stresses those in which fate 
played a major part. They are pre- 
sented in engrossing manner via pro- 
fessional performers in playlet form 
after the person actually concerned 
is first introduced to the listeners. 

First detailed how a nurse, on 
duty for the first time in the emer- 
gency ward, discovered her shell- 
shocked fiance, believed lost in the 
World War, when he was brought in 
following an auto accident. Second 
incident highlighted Shep Fields’ 
mediocrity as an orch leader until 
in Chicago, he accidently discovered 
the secret of rip ling rhythm when 
his girl friend blew bubbles into a 
soda. Fields, currently on the Coast, 
didn’t put in an appearance, but it 
was carefully announced that he 
had given permission for the story 
to be used. 

Chief concern of a show of this 
type is getting enough true-life in- 
cidents to hold an interesting pace. 
Nestles Chocolate, whose commer- 
cials are sane. is offering $25 and a 
trip to New York to those furnish- 
ing acceptable broadcast suey > 

cho. 


B. S. BERCOVICI 
Commentator 
Sustaining 
Wednesday, 4:45 p.m. 
WCNW, Brooklyn 
Buried away in this small Brook- 
lyn station is an interesting com- 
mentator, B. S. Bercovici, who cap- 
tions his weekly spiel, ‘Footnotes to 
Headlines.” That means it’s topical 
stuff. and the station further insures 
itself by another footnote that the 
opinions are strictly Bercovici’s. 
However, it’s not inflammable 
stuff. Yet not passive. Seemingly. 
any commentator to be worth his 
kilocycle salt must be oviniated. 
Bercovici is no excevtion. Runs the 
range from the dictators to the 
American labor front. Script mani- 
fests careful preparation but, more 
important, is his polished, almost Ox- 
fordian style of address that should 
command further attention. Abel. 








‘TWO ON A SHOESTRING’ 

With Peggy Zinke, Eleanor Phelps 

Serial 

15 Mins. 

DIOXOGEN FACE CREAM 

Daily, 2 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 
(Kleppner) F 

Off its tee-off broadcast, this 
sounds as though it will build into 
an interesting serial for the early 
afternoon housefrau listeners. Con- 
cerns two smalltown girls en route 
to New York on a short bankroll to 
hunt the will-o’-the-wisp of radio 
fame. Well written and_ nicely 
paced, action in the first episode 
took place on a train, with the girls 
listening to some friendly advice 
about the big city from a matron. 

If the author sticks to realism and 
the tough hurdles newcomers have 
to surmount before landing perma- 
nently in the profession, this serial 
| should be an A-1 tearjerker. But, 
| being of and about radio, it’s more 
probable that olenty of phoney 
; hokum will be dished up as a face- 
saver. 

Eleanor Phelps, who played the 
femme lead opposite Maurice Evans 
last season in the legit ‘King Rich- 
ard II,’ is Irene. She turns in a 
thoroughly persuasive job—use of 
her voice, effective timing and color- 
ful mike personality. Sally, as the 
more tremulous femme, is satisfac- 
tory, though not quite as sharply 
drawn. On the show caught (17), 
Dick Keith was properly pompous 
as a hotel manager, Direction is 
capable. 

Commercials are long-winded, fore 
and aft, but not offensive. Dioxogen 
is a cleansing cream, and the an- 
nouncer spends olenty of time tell- 
ing how its oxygen content keeps 
the skin nicely touchable. Scho. 





‘COURT OF HUMAN RELATIONS’ 
Dramatic Sketch 
30 Mins. 
VADSCO 
Sunday; 9 p. m. 
WEAF-NBC, New York 
(Lawrence C. Gumbiner) 

Dressed up in current Family 
Court style, this is still the same 
hoke sob stuff that True Story’s been 
airing for years. It’s currently spon- 
sored by the Vadsco Corp., makers 
of Quinlax Cold Tablets and gets 
subject matter by arrangement with 
True Story (McFadden). Aijring 
caught was the ‘first web show, but 
the agency has been cutting and 
shipping transcriptions of it to some 
25 stations in the midwest. 

Setup involves the principal of the 
story coming to the ‘Judge’ for ad- 
vice on his problem. He explains 
the beginning and it then fades into 
a dramatization of the story. The 
exchange of questions and answers 
on the show caught (9) seemed cold- 
ly overacted. However, there was 
sympathetic and occasionally grip- 
ping treatment b.- the actors. 

Commercials are neatly worked in 
by having the story break off at a 
point calling for the judge to mull 
over the events and give his advice, 
then continues to show the results 
of the advice—whether it’s taken or 
disregarded, In this instance it was 
disregarded and the leading char- 
acter wound up in the can. While 
the judge thinks it over is the oppor- 
tunity for spieler Paul Nugent to 
get in his plugs. 


‘MARY AND BOB’ 

Drama 

30 Mins. 

TRUE STORY MAGAZINE 

Tuesday, 9 p.m. 

WJZ-NBC, New York 
(Arthur Kudner) 

Through this series Bernarr Mac- 
fadden is putting his philosophy of 
rugged individualism to the extreme 
test. He is turning the clock back 
five years, and with utter disregard 
for the truism that time brings 
change (in this instance, listener 
taste). ‘True Story’ pattern might 
have been great shakes back in the 
pioneering period of radio entertain- 
ment. oday it’s a antiquarian’s 
piece, interesting in so far as it dis- 
closes, by contrast, what strides have 
been made in fashioning air drama. 

True Story introduced the Bob 
and Mary Kibitzer characters in 
1927. Macfadden retired the series 
in favor of ‘The Court of Human 
Relations’ five years ago. Nothing 
has been altered in de-mothballing 
the old program. Technique of 
presentation is exactly the same and 
Bob and Mary are still on their 
honeymoon, a device that was orig- 
inally adopted to offset any eye- 
brow-lifting among listeners as to 
the circumstances of the two travel- 
ling around the country together. 

Pilgrimages of Mary and Bob con- 
tinue to serve as the fulcrum of the 
narrative’s mechanics. Dialogs be- 
tween them and the checking source 
(of True Story Magazine Stories) 
weave in and out of the dramatized 
portions of the program. Plot is 
brought to the point of climax and 
the listeners are told that the rest of 
the story may be found in the latest 
issue of True Story magazine, That 
will annoy many. 

Lots of sexy implication marked 
the initial installment of the revival. 
Central character was described as 
one of those laughing Casanovas who 
just couldn’t help spreading havoc. 
Paraded for the entertainment of the 
listening American family were such 
themes as unfaithfulness and the 
succumbing of a young girl tothe 
blandishments of her wes 

ec. 


—— 


W. C. FIELDS 

Comedian 

30 Mins. 

LUCKY STRIKE 

Sat., 10 p.m. 

WABC-CBS, New York 
(Lord & Thomas) 

Luckies, which is usually identified 
with straight music, booming auc- 
tioneers and frequent commercials 
(but don’t forget Jack Pear! as one 
comedy association), has stuck W. C. 
Fields into its Saturday frolic on 
CBS. Thereby sending that show 
from everyday-or-anyday rating to 
the soft pink glow of inspired humor. 

First Fields kept up his delicious 
lunacy while the orchestra played. 
He was ignoring the music while a 
frantic straight man tried to impress 
him with the need for silence. It 
made a fine sample of vibratory en- 
tertainment. 

_ Later he set the levers and went 
into a comedy typhoon of telephonic 
persiflage while a friend’s house 
burned down and he (Fields) got the 


| fire department to his own residence, 


It’s a wham. Land 

‘PEOPLE’S RALLY’ 

30 Mins. 

MENNEN’S 

Sunday, 3:30 p.m. 

WOR-Mutual, New York 
(Kiesewetter) 

Here’s a combo of two currently 
common radio ideas—the quiz and 
the forum. Pretty shrewdly con- 
ceived on both angles and should 
collect its share of listeners. Time 
of day is fairly good, and the pres- 
ence of the New York Philharmonic 
opposite on CBS shouldn’t be too 
brutal, since the two wouldn't nor- 
mally appeal to the same audience. 
One drawback of this entry, how- 
ever, is that both the forum and the 
quiz ideas have been worked pretty 
hard on the air and much of the 
richest ore extracted. 

Longer of the two portions of the 
show is Bob Hawk’s quiz. Slight 
variation of the usual, with the 
quizzer calling candidates from the 
studio audience to answer tricky 
questions. They aren’t the info type 
of puzzlers, but incline to the clear. 
headed or quick-thinking angle. 
Correct guessers receive $2 each plus 
a Mennen’s sample package (with a 
commercial blurb as wrapper). 
Wrong answers miss out on the $2. 
Then the candidates are yanked up 
for the payoff, Hawk's so-called 
‘quixie doodle’ contest. On the 
preem program (16) Hawk had 'em 
eat a cracker and try to whistle 
‘Yankee Doodle.’ Winner got $5, but 
was asked to fork over a deuce to 
second placer. To bag the listening 
public, dialers are invited io send in 
quiz questions. If they’re correctly 
answered on the show the sender 
gets $3 and $2 goes to the one in the 
studio audience who gives the right 
answer. If they’re not anauswered 
correctly the sender gets $5. 

Shorter portion of the show is 
handled by John B. Kennedy and 
likewise seems headed for plenty of 
listener response, It’s a dodge to 
draw heavy mail from the dialers, 
Kennedy propounds what is supe 
posed to be a vital question of the 
day and the listeners are asked to 
vote on it by mail. As a fuse three 
members of the studio audience are 
called to the mike to express their 
views. Question on show caught was 
whether or not the U. S. should re- 
quire a popular referendum on any 
declaration of war. Kennedy bore 
down with his most dynamic vocal 
punch to put the initial one over. 
Implication was that the listener 
response will have a weighty effect 
on Congress when the question is 
raised in the next session—as Ken- 
nedy predicted it will. That part of 
the show should likewise appeal to 
listeners, although it seems pretty 
hokey at a glance. 

Besides the commercials after each 
gift presentation, there are three 
lengthy ones at the opening, midway 
and close. Figuring them all, the 
total wordage is pretty tough, but 
they’re made fairly innocuous by 
being broken up. Few rash claims 
are made for the product—mostly 
generalities, but well worded. Tom 
Slater spiels ’em. Hobe. 





BRUNA CASTAGNA 
Music, Singing 

30 Mins.—Local 

LA ROSA MACARONI 
Wednesday 8 p.m. 
WOR, New York 

Operatic and light classical half 
hour returns to the air after a sum- 
mer layoff with about the same sort 
of program as before, but with 
changed principals. Carlo Morelli, 
Metropolitan baritone, had it all to 
himself last season, but now shares 
it with Bruna Castagna and Armand 
Tokotyan. Trio are not used on 
every airing but alternate. 

Miss Castagna, a mezzo-soprano, 
followed a well played introductory 
number by Antonini’s orch., with 
Tschaikowsky’s ‘None But the Lonely 
Heart’ Announcer painted clear 
word pictures before each tune of 
the setting in which each should be 
sung. His descriptions preceding 
contributions by the chorus, and Miss 
Castagna’s finale, an aria from ‘Car- 
men,’ were particularly good. 

Midway a press executive of the 
sponsor spoke of the program and 
it’s opening date in relation to Co- 
lumbus Day, hooking up the nation- 
ality of the show and the discoverer s 
birthplace. Commercials were short 
including a dramatization and no- 
tice of giveaway recipe book. 





,A plausible winner for’ Macaroni. 
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PLUG PAYOLAS PERPLEX 


Union Wins Victory on Injunction 
Plea: Issue Must Go to Trial 


New York musicians’ union won a 
pertinent victory in the N. Y. Su- 
preme court last week when Justice | 
George McLaughlin refused to grant | 
a temporary injunction to a dance | 
hall owner who charged that the 
picketing of his spot constituted a 
secondary boycott, which practice is 
unlawful in this state. Court held 
that the property owner, the Witoka | 
Civic Association, Inc., would have | 
to look to the actual trial of the case 
for relief. 

Complaint stated that the hall is 
rented to 
dances 
latter 
cians, and that the picketing in- | 
volved only the use of musicians over | 


———_—_—_—— . 


which the plaintiff had no control. 
Local 802 .contends that the hall 
owner himself conducts: dances and | 
hires non-union musicians, which 
circumstances makes its picketing | 
lawful. 
Case was designated for trial 
around the:end of this month. 


CAMPBELL TURNS A 
TRICK IN AUSTRALIA 


Sydney, Sept. 27. 

Jimmy Campbell, former London 
music publisher (Campbell-Connel- 
ly, Cinephonic, etc.), who came here 
with his wife, Betty Balfour, the 
British film star, currently touring 
in ‘Personal Appearance,’ will con- 
tinue to make Australia his head- 
quarters. He’s associated with Music 
Corp. of Australia Pty., Ltd., and has 
imported some American bands and 
acts for local tours. 

First of these is Jay Whidden, 
Sylvia Sefton and Lawrence 
Brookes from Hollywood, opening | 
here at the Palais, St. Kilda, Mel- | 
bourne, Oct. 1, one of the class spots, | 
with some 10 weeks of bookings into | 
the Tivoli houses to follow. Camp- | 
beli also has a deal on with Roy | 
Fox’s band from London, and other 
attractions. | 


ITALY’S JEWISH RULES | 


| 
ASCAP Studies Possible Influences | 
on American Composers 

















Foreign relations committee of the | 
American Society of Composers, | 
Authors and Publishers is slated to | 
meet during the current week to dis- | 
cuss the action taken by the Italian | 
Fascist government against Jewish , 
composers and how this will affect 
the ASCAP catalog in that country. 
Society has no intention of entering 
into any reprisals, but it is interested 
in finding out whether this discrimi- 
nation will seriously affect its rev- 
nue from Italy. 

Also due to come up is the mat-— 


ter of a contract with Esthonia and | 
problems that. 


Various contractual 
have arisen in Sweden and other 
European countries. 





Ralph Peer Swings Axe 


Ralph Peer, head of Southern 
Music Co., last week applied the axe 
to the professional department of his 
subsid, Schuster-Miller, Inc., leaving 
but one survivor, Bob Miller. Miller 
oes directly on the payroll of South- 
ern Music, while Ira Schuster is out 
of the firm altogether. 

S-M has been the popular division 
of Peer’s music interests. Southern 
confines itself to standard works. 








Hawaiian Writer Renewed 

Edward B. Marks Music Corp. 
has renewed the rights to ‘Sing of 
the Islands’ with its writer Charles 
E. King of Honolulu. Marks also 
renewed the rights to another of 
King’s numbers, ‘King’s Serenade.’ 

Bill Weimann, gen. sales mgr. of 
Marks handled the negotiations with 
King personally in a stopover at 
Honolulu, while on a combo biz- 
Pleasure jaunt. He's on his way to 
the Orient. 


‘of publishers 





ASCAP’s Louisiana 0.0. 


American 
Authors 
special 





and Publishers 


field crew, headed by 


lawyer, Studebaker Lucas. 
After four weeks in Louisiana 
the crew will head toward the Coast. 





CLEAR VIA 
HARRY FOX 


Society of European Stage Authors 
and Composers has authorized Harry 


Fox, of the Music Publishers Protec- 
tive Association, to act for it as agent | 


and trustee in licensing transcription 
and synchronization rights. Assign- 
ment gives Fox the most extensive 


lagency of its kind in this country. 


He also clears the mechanical rights 
affiliated with 
American Society of Composers, Au- 
thors and Publishers and the syn- 
chronization 
controlled by Associated Music Pub- 
lishers, Inc. 


Rights deriving from SESAC also | 


cover phonograph records. 


Music Notes 








Max Gerdon and Harry Revel | 


seven numbers for 
for Everything’ at 20th- 


completed 
‘Thanks 
Fox. 





Rudy Scoter sold his western ditty, 
‘Haunting Melodies,’ to Republic for 
a Roy Rogers picture. 





Walter Lantz bought the ditty, ‘I’m 
Just a Jitterbug,’ from its publishers, 
Kalmar and Ruby, for his animated 
cartoon. 





Cy Feuer and Ralph Kraushaar 
scoring ‘I Stand Accused’ at Repub- 
lic. 





Heinz Roemhold’s military march, 
written for Warners ‘Brother Rat,’ 


adopted by Virginia Military Insti- | 


tute. 





Paul Whiteman m.c.d Raymond, 
Scott's first nitery date, opening last | 


night (Tuesday) at LeMirage, N. Y. 


The Scott quintet will only perform | 


after theatre. 





Jimmy Tolson, new West Coast 
representative of Green Brothers & 
Knight, music publishers. 





Bud Thayer, collaborator with 
Vincent Lopez on a song tagged 
‘Sista Para Toot,’ is Lucien Thayer, 
picture editor of the Boston Globe. 
Ditty is derived from a Swedish 
folk game, ‘Sista Paret Ut.’ 





Franz Waxman scoring four pic- 
tures at two. studios: ‘Dramatic 
School,’ ‘The Shining Hour’ and ‘A 
Christmas Carol’ for Metro, and “The 
Young in Heart’ for Selznick-Inter- 
national. 





Eddie Cherkese and Bil]! Lava are 
doing two songs for ‘Strongheart’ at 
Republic. 

Buddy De Sylva wrote ‘Wishing 
Will Make It True’ for ‘Love Affair’ 
at RKO. 

Roy Webb is scoring three pic- 
tures. ‘Law West of Tombstone,’ 


(Continued on page 43) 


Society of Composers, | 
has its | 


the | 


rights of the catalogs | 





Third Quarter Based on 12c 
| a Point Instead of 19c the, 


Publishers Anticipated — 


| Upping Lower- Bracket 
|Richard Powers, currently checking | | 


|the licensing situation in Louisiana. | 
|This district is represented by a. 


Writers 


THEY PROTEST 


Credit value - per - performance - 
for publishers took a sharp 


4 eet Rern tS neni : point 
‘ gg i me a dive in the distribution of the third | 
SS eee ‘a quarterly dividend by the American 
furnishing their own musi- | | ’ 


Society of Composers, Authors and 
Publishers last week, with the re- 
sult that the finances of a number 
of small firms were thrown out of 
gear. This latter contingent had 
been figuring its income on the basis 
of 19c a performance point, while the 
payoff figured 12c a point. Where 
the serious rub entered was that the 
payola element had made their deals 
with bandleaders on the expectation 
that they continue to get 19c, thereby 
making it profitable to do business 
with the plug at a rate of around 
10c a point. 

Difference in the per performance 
rate had been caused by the Society’s 
extension of the accumulated num- 
ber of points as a base for the third 
quarter’s payoff. This base for the 
second quarter had been 1,600,600 
| points, whereas in the next quarter 
| it was increased to 2,087,000 points. 
With the third quarter’s royalty 
plum just about what it was the pre- 
| Vious quarter and 25% more accu- 
|}mulated plugs to consider in the 
bookkeeping, it was natural that the 
credit value per performance would 
drop. Such was the explanation 
| publishers got when they called 
| ASCAP to express their chagrin at 
the 35°% dip in the credit value per 
performance point and to ask what 
|; had happened. 

Can Figure 

| Publisher who ‘makes a habit of 
| paying for his plugs has a pretty 
good idea of the number of stations 
that the broadcast which includes his 
; tune will go over. By knowing what 
| the Society will pay off on per point, 
| or station, the pub can estimate how 
|much he can afford to pay for the 
|} plug and at the same time make 
|a profit. When at the end of three 
| months he finds that he had left no 
margin for himself the result can be 
quite embarrassing financially. In- 
dications are that the Society will 
continue to expand this performance 
| accumulative base, if only as a de- 
| vice to stop publishers from cutting 
in bandleaders on their plug collec- 
tions. ‘ 

Distribution by ASCAP for the 
third quarter of this year was $38,- 
| 000 more than it was for the like 
period of 1938. The value per avail- 
ability remained at about where it 
has been for the past year, $14. 

Double A writers this time got 
$3,600, in comparison with the $3.900 
| they cajlected for the parallel period 
of 1938. This drop was due to the 
circumstance that the writers’ classi- 
fication committee has been more ac- 
tive in boosting the ratings of the 
members in the lower brackets. 
Committee at its late September 
meeting granied tilts in rating to 
over 40 writers in the Class B to F 
levels. 

Job of analyzing more and more 
network and local station programs 
to determine the per performance 
base is expected to increase the over- 
head of ASCAP appreciably. It’s 
become one of the most expensive 
items in the Society's bookkeeping 
or statistical operations, 








Jimmy Dorsey Hurt 


Omaha, Oct. 18. 

Jimmy Dorsey suffered painful in- 
juries in an auto accident on the 
highway near Omaha when he drove 
his car into the ditch to avoid col- 
lision with a truck. 

Despite his injuries he proceeded 
to Norfolk, Neb.. and directed his 
band at a dance there. 
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ASCAP UPSETTING 





Soprano’s Break 


Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 
Break for the sopranos was 
revealed by RCA-Victor engi- 
neers here this week. Chirp- 
ers, who never could get their 
voices disked acceptably, are 
now to be done right by. 
Harold J. Hasbrouck, Jr., of 
the RCA staff, announced to the 
Institute of Radio Engineers 
that new recording equipment 
has been developed registering 
vibrations up to 10,000 a sec- 


ond, representing an increased 
| range of a whole octave. 


NEW SLANTS ON 
~ CHI AIR FEE 
TO HOTELS 


Chicago, Oct. 18. 
While there is a tendency among 
hotel] men to call off their present 
year’s agreement not to use remote 
control wires which ends Jan. 17, the 
| stations are now taking the attitude 
; that they got along without 

















| tinue to do so after Jan. 17. 
association has been steadfastly loyal 
to agreement among themselves not 
to pay the $100 weekly fee that the 
stations last year asked in order to 
defray the cost of putting in remote 
control wires. 

Several stations men are in favor 
of putting the service figure at $250 
after January 1, feeling that this 
charge 
publicity they give the hotels. On 
their hand the hotel men insist that 
they give the stations more value in 
entertainment than they return in 
publicity service. 

Many band leaders have offered to 
pay this fee themselves in order to 


strained from this by union regula- 
tions. 
lem due to this situation, with the 
orchestra leaders, who formerly 
fought for Chicago dates, now veer- 
ing away from the town due to the 
lack of wires. 


MUSIC CRAFTSMEN 
SEEK WAGE TILTS 


Elliott Shapiro has been appointed 
chairman of the committee assigned 
| by the Music Publishers Protective 
| Association to study the terms of the 
|new contract for arrangers, copyists 
land proofreaders which has been 
{submitted by the New York music- 
| ians union. This committee will re- 
|port on the significance of the de- 
|mands to the publishing trade as a 
| whole in two or three weeks. 

| Union is asking for wage increases 
|all along the line. Present agree- 


|ment expires at the end of this year. 














| ASCAP Hearing Delayed 


| 
| 


| Seattle, Oct. 16. 





| After brief hearing of five damage 
: Suits against Seattle dance hall and 
|tavern operators for alleged in- 
fringement of copyrights held by 
ASCAP, Federal Judge Edward E. 
Cushman in Tacoma on Friday con- 
tinued hearings unti, later date after 
| submission of briefs. These 
| were pending before injunction pro- 





the | in his script is a simple matter for 


| hotels all these months and can con- | 


Hotel | successful 


in minor compared to the | 


| 


obtain the wire but have been re- | 


DEVAL LATION AY (Fewer Amateur Songs Turned In; 
| May Be Sion of Prosperity 


Music publishers are assuming 
from the downward trend in the 
number of manuscripts contributed 


iby amateur songwriters that general 


employment is improving. Mail 
from amateurs has been steadily 
falling off in recent weeks, a situa- 
tion which is in sharp contrast with 
what has happened during the past 
10 months. As business conditions 
grew worse the inflow from this 
source mounted. 

With even the smaller firms the 
amateur entries average 40 manu- 
scripts a week. At one point in the 
recession these contributions came in 
at the rate of 90 to 130 a week 

Most publishers make a practice of 
not opening this sort of mail, unless 
they are unable to spot the contents. 
Others won't open it if the envelope 
lacks a return address, while a 
negligible percentage examines 
everything that comes in with the 
hope of finding that song in a mil- 
lion. Reason for the general shying 
away from amateur entries is the 
fear of infringement complications. 

Publishers say that the possibility 
of being bitten by a court action has 
discouraged them from having any- 
thing to do with amateurs, even if 
they come recommended by a mutual 
friend or acquaintance. As long as 
an amateur can show that his manu- 
script had been acknowledged by a 


| publisher there is nothing to pre- 
| vent him from becoming a prospec- 


tive litigant, these pubs point out. 
A rewriting of the melody or words 


the am and he can claim that a 
number published sub- 
sequently has much in common with 
the song that he had submitted to 
the same firm. 


‘Barber Shop Chord’ Is 
Another Complicated 
Renewal Controversy 


‘Play That Barber Shop Chord’ is 
the latest tune to become involved in 
a copyright renewal controversy. 
Two firms that are doing the argu- 
ing over which now owns the lyric 








_rights are Shapiro, Bernstein & Co., 


Hotels face a booking prob- 


suits | 


‘ceedings brought by ASCAP earlier | 


in year attacking Washington State 
Law. That action was dismissed. 
Jed Buell bought Fred Stryker’s 
song, ‘I'm the Son of a Jitterbug 
Mama,’ for use in the Mack Sennett 
picture, “The Problem Child.” 


and E. B. Marks. Later basés its 
claim on a bankruptcy assignment 
that was made in 1911. Number it- 
self was identified for many years 
with the late Bert Williams. 

‘Barber Shop Chord’ was copy- 
righted originally iff"1910 by the J. 
Fred Helf Co., with the words 
credited to William Tracy and the 
music to Lewis F. Muir. Shortly 
afterwards Joseph W. Stern & Co, 
a publishing house which Marks 
eventually acquired, sued Helf on the 
ground that Ballard MacDonald h-d 
written the lyric. Court decided in 


|Stern’s favor, but before judgment 


could be taken the Helf firm went 
into bankruptcy. 

Elihu Root, Jr., trustee for the 
bankrupt, assigned the copyright io 
Stern, whose publication of the song 
never mentioned MacDonald as the 
lyric writer. 

When the time came for renewing 
the number, the Alfred Music Co. 
obtained the melody rights throuczh 
Muir’s estate and Shapiro got the 
lyric rights from Tracy. While the-e 
was no renewal in MacDon-!d’s 


,;name, Shapiro claimed it had that 


right, anyway, because it had ac- 
quired from MacDonald and his 
widow an assignment of the renewal 
rights to all his works. Shapiro new 
contends that all Stern got from Root 
was an assignment limited to a con- 
tractual obligation, but having noth- 
ing to do with privileges eccruing 
from a registered copyright. 


Two Leave R-O’K 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Harmon Nelson resigned after two 
years with the Rockwell-O’Keefe 





agency. He is Bette Davis’ husbend. 

Reg Marshall, head of the R-O’K 
band department, also resicned. He 
is going on the road as manager ef 
the Floyd Ray band. 


~~’ 
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Wednesday, October 19, 1938 








On the Upbeat 





Artie Shaw and His Orchestra, Inc., 
chartered in Albany to conduct an 
artist management business, with 
principal office in Manhattan. Di- 
rectors are: Benton Cole, William D. 
Collier, and Andrew W. Weinberger, 
filing attorney. 








Ray Herbeck orch, booked into 
Willows, Pittsburgh, originally for | 
only fortnight, has had its’ option | 
picked up for four additional weeks. 
Placed by Frederick Bros. 

Joe Berlek into Riviera, Pittsburgh, | 
for indef stay, replacing Baron EI- | 
liott outfit. Latter’s going to concen- | | 


trate on job as director of staff orch 
at WJAS. 








Brad Hunt orch, of Pittsburgh, 
booked for Home-Coming dance at 
Bethany College, Bethany, W. Va., on 
Saturday (22). Also played Carnegie 
Tech’s Women’s Guild affair last 
week (15). 





Phil Harris and band move into 





the Wilshire Bowl Oct. 25 for an 
indefinite stand. 
Harry Owens and the Royal 


Hawaiians return to the Beverly 
Wilshire hotel Oct. 25 for an eight- 
week run. 





Len Leslie set for the Spring 
Valley Hunt Club Ball at the Mor- 
ristown Country Club, Morristown, 
N. J., Oct. 22, 





Charlie Strong scrams from the 
Queens Terrace, Woodside, L. L, this 
week for a southern one-night tour. 
Tommy Whalen, ex-Don_ Bestor 
drummer replaces with a new crew 
of his own. 





Lucky Roberts, who has confined 
his band activities to supplying out- 
fits for society dates, is going into the 
popular dance band field with a new 
outfit now in rehearsal. 








Glen Greys’ Casa Loma orch| 
scheduled for one week at the Palace 








theatre, Milwaukee, starting Nov. ! 
il, 
Jimmie Lunceford orch. shifts’ 


over to the Vocalion label when its 
present Decca contract expires at 
the end of the year. Vocalion term 


starts Jan. 3. 
Kat, N. Y., 


Commodore Club, Detroit, until Nov. 
15 under renewal. 


| Beach Dempsey- Venderbnut, Dec. 26. 


band for preem of new cocktail room 
of the Governor Clinton hotel, N. Y., 
Oct. 28. 


set for 
Bluebird label by CRA. 


Benjamin, 
Brooks’ Dixieland Band. Dinny Ban- 
quer, sax, off to New Haven. 


der 


sonal management of Don Redman’s 





Goes into the Kit 
tomorrow (20). 





Chaurcey Cromwell stays at the 








Lewis Bonick set for the Miami 


Benny Meroff opens Oct. 26 at the I’ve Got a Date with a Dream 
Golden Gate, 


San Francisco. 





Eddy Mayhoff will augment his | 





Erskine Hawkins and Gray Gordon : You Go to My Head 
recording dates for Victor | I Used to Be Color Blind 





trombone, and Rod | 
with Billy | 


Paul Dixon, 
trumpet, 





Charlie Barnet and Lucky Millin- | 
battle musically on stage of | 
Howard theatre, Washington, week 
of Oct. 28. 





Jerry Livingston set for a second 
Warner Bros. short in November. 
First completed this month with 
Adrian Rollini Trio featured. 





Benny Carter’s new band taken 
over by Rockwell-O’Keefe. 





Joe Glaser has taken over the per- 


band and will rejuvenate and re- 


(WABC) computed for the week from Monday through Sunday (Oct. 10-16). 


T 
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Network Plugs, 8 A.M. to 1 A.M. 


Following is a totalization of the (7g plugs of current tunes on NBC (WEAF and WJZ), and CBS 


Total represents accumulated 


performances on the two major networks from 8 a. m. tol a.m, In ‘Source’ column, * denotes film song, + legit 
tunes, and ‘pop’ speaks for itself. 


lI 


GRAND 

TITLE. PUBLISHER. SOURCE. TOTAL. 
While a Cigarette Was Burning...... PURE | Se eV EREUXEKE TEPC EREE OE . MORRER MERE SY TExES RURAL KLE KEES . oS 
I've Got a Pocketful of Dreams......... CMAPS ON Vis icaveiecs ese *Sing You WRNNUE oc cc kddk dis easct « §l 
Stop Beating Around the Mulberry Bush..Bregman-Vocco ........... ag GRUP ECT coe PEER ET Pee AE oe 
ROG. PERI cs < cK ve tween he eres it ened WEE 3.448 chaeeeee wath cases PP hac vtateaevese Fede et sccteabceees a 
PE RONUNIL, cere dic yates ba000 CabRERSRU SERS EATS PTE | eevee Gen Cee ewe ese ‘That CCBYERE. Pi vb och seeteidviac 32 
Wet CIOGE Ol DEMEGT icc 6a vec cwissieees ¥t Se eee ieee eRe Se Ay i, ee BO ee pees "em 
Cee Pen, 2 ol cdekacencey ences sua PN, Saath soa cence sD hates PERT Vals coe Wh 0806 Coe Baveeb bccce 31 
Bc Pitvecees s "Ge dg RS eee 

| eee Bee io dines ac oha Pewatervicers WO aa. Lane cs ventas wa Pe ee Me re aca s bcd sore oo 6 OG 30 
ae A eee RN ROS oe kc ces bwaves coepen a I gi ak bss 004 8 eal ao BAAR Cree eae fe ee eee 29 
Bo A. AP ere per re | eas PNUD. Fh ow 6 Geeks 600 MeOs | me a, rn ee 29 
BA Re BOR LOVE. css ces es ecicvceveas CNEL eccavcescwactucen CEG TONVEY GROW s icsiceececics weet ce 29 
| So MSS ween deutsyeWenceracevetowa Perr Teer UL Cutie oth aS eeR Pees webeeereesieteee 29 
J ee UO Ara ee eee s CUNEO sign ch eslves cs cocdn ED “hiss + oud e vebeedeekeentaweerences 28 

| Summer SOUVEMIES. ..ccecccccivces oo BTEBMAN-VOCCO 2. .cccescee ME. -oraeca ha a dikh G REM ae Babu Mie be OS 0 ea 25 
OE a eer POS hos cna ceed 0s ee Wes *CIErGen Of Te BOOM ead cv ivcee se cces se 24 
Don’t Let That Moon Get Away.......... OS ee er WED, SOU MONE. ¢ Vevccudesseys cence 23 
ia Oia 6 & ea SGN oleae ae ee SN aE Ts PRIOR CO Bg Tie 2 

Ee Ga eae haene NS ae ere es | Re eee eee 

| Who Blew Out the Flame................. AA ee MEE Sesid sWvae 846 Oh ova eek thoes ee eee ° =a 
Ee I cs ca tweces ee bdaewmee EE a cwi wer ena ds bela PU cen aire cds redone tens be eearswmeee 20 
' I Haven’t Changed a Thing............... ek ats Bac 8k 9450s a 08s a8 DR Bard nda hss Ow 6b b0'8s v 04 TR crhe eke 19 
Sixty Seconds Got Together.............. OOD 5 6 vices tote ot nes WAS 6.eR SRV EN Oa 0884 wane ee hehe cxeved 19 
ee EON, oii wens eandeaedaateske NES hii cade v esd came | aR a Ee en ere 19 
ae PSP e eee, Pate er eee PEPPER EEE be. Co SR oe ee eee 18 
Why Doesn’t Somebody Tell Me Things..Shapiro ..............000. 3 RY Ee PCR ee Tre ee eee Teer 17 
Alexander’s Ragtime Band................ SRNR IS SRS Ee crore *Alexander’s Ragtime Band........... 16 
Sn UN SEO ec nce dota Rex ere tas oT RAS rere ys tui Ba OO 96 ry re ere 15 
eT eg By be Os | BRR ar “io +My OS ot Fy pe See ee 15 
Re Or eee RE 5 css Chae 0s Cbds0% teed Pt | a Pee ae ae RASPES CPP EPP E ELIE ORE Tee ae 
Love is Where You Find It........6ccc08s FOOTTAG cada 00 Oe de cherie ede ‘Garden  @. Bt. ee errr 15 
ee I AEN Gs 5 as 540 8 a5 oa. ¥ ob Re Cas SRONONLOER | Gic4 ced Cuaees 6 eae RS Per errr rrr re eine et 15 
iE Seer errerrerer ire er ree eee ee Chappell ..ccccvacdiccccses tYou Never Know.....cccessserecvvee 14 
Son's Cross: Your Finisera i.e tie caves ASOre¥OUOn 4.856 5 bas > bo wee PU Fos y sock 035000004 68 Les O858 8.8 ae 
mow Can: We De Wrone?: cs scaccdcccceee he ee ee Ce ee ig: SEC RER EELS PER YETES ELI RE TEE - 13 
There’s a Faraway Look in Your Eye..... ht AS Ie MS rae poe SRT FEY LTE CLE oe PERE EEE 13 
WEL. 6 MSO MOLPPORTN 6a sc cacvaewasdecess pS RP PERE e ees Bek +U. of Penn. Mask and Wig.........+.- 13 
AN o's oa ogc. der Cab Kxdadaes bee Dc skye cas eievas ovelas PON ei send 004605 CubwEC CET NeeeeKe wee oe! 
There’s Something About an Old Love.... Exclusive..............6+ a RBRO ES Pee e Pee reer rien e 12 
fee BS En ne ere ers OO RT er eee ere DT Sand he See Owais dale VK batho oe 468 12 
ME “WHEE GRADE. boc cect leet cedgewescees Dg RRR Mie Baan Mrs 22: *Alexander’s Ragtime Band......... eee 
i | BS rr cern EEO Asa 6 esa ass ecaee THelIZ-A-POPPIN § .rcesscscsvecevccecce 11 
eS tL a ree Moar een tre a) « OS ae ao eee ree +U. of Penn. Mask and Wig.......... ee | | 
ER: CM ida ods Odd dee css basen Ce Oa KORE Ri Pree eae ee a eS a rr ree Ney & 
Girl Friend of the Whirling Dervish...... WOU aN saesigoxrsacqeewens *Garden of the Moon.........sseeeee 11 
When a Prince of a Fella. ..........ccece. EE oe) 635 ese ack inde POD 24 Th ck DURA E TAKS ERAGE ORE KOyS REED 420 
oo BP dee RR re errr SP OPER PRERT S ahs Sac *Alex ander’ s Ragtime ee 10 


dress the vet Redman’s crew. Band 
was formerly handled by Century 
orchestras which recently folded. 





Lines have been installed by WFIL, 
Philly, into the Arcadia-Interna- 
tional, the Anchorage and Henri’s. 
Will carry 15 minutes nightly from 
the Arcadia, which gets same amount 
of time on WCAU. Happy Felton 
crew in at present. 











Edna Harris Fronts Band 


Edna Mae Harris, Negro legit and 
film ingenue, will enter the band biz 
fronting an all-male crew. Fred Ful- 
ton, former fighter, is managing girl. 

She appeared in couple of legits 
and last in heavyweight champ Joe 
Louis’ film ‘Spirit of Youth.’ 





_ 
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SONGS 


By Lew Brown 


SPRING 





ROBBINS 


From the New Universal Picture, “That Certain Age” 


MY OWN 


YOU'RE AS PRETTY AS A PICTURE 
- By Harold Adamson and Jimmy McHugh 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture, “Straight, Place and Show" 


WITH YOU ON MY MIND 


A Smash Hit! 
MY REVERIE 


By Larry Clinton 


From the 20th Century-Fox Picture, “Just Around The Corner” 


THIS IS A HAPPY LITTLE DITTY 
By Walter Bullock and Harold Spina 


The Year's Foremost Production Hits! 


I MARRIED AN ANGEL 


By Lorenz Hart and Richard Rodgers 
From the Musical Comedy, “! Married An Angel” 


ROBBINS MUSIC CORPORATION 
L799 SEVENTH AVENUE - NEW YORK 


FROM 


and Lew Pollack 


IS HERE 





Malotte Conducts For 


checked off Walt Disney’s 
hook up with John Charles Thomas 


compositions by Malotte, who will 
conduct the orchestra. 


Thomas in Carnegie Hall 


Hollywood, Oct. 18. 
Malotte, composer, 
staff to 


Albert Hay 


23. 
of 


n a Carnegie Hall concert Nov. 
Thomas will feature a _ series 








BAND BOOKINGS 




















| Jung hotel, 


Jan Savitt, Arcadia International, 
Philadelphia, Nov. 7, four weeks. 
Plays Charlie Shribman (New Eng- 
land) baliroom circuit before that 
from Nov. 2 on. 

Buddy Fisher, Crystal Terrace, 
Louisville, Ky., Oct. 27. 

Lou Breese, Ring ballroom, Wau- 
kegan, Ill., Oct. 21, one week. 

Marvin Frederic, Park Plaza hotel, 
St. Louis, Nov. 4. Exits St. Paul 
hotel, St. Paul, Minn. 

Eddie Camden, Madura’s Dance- 
land, Hammond, Ind., Oct. 29 to 
Nov. 15. Emil Velazco replaces on 
latter date. 

Carl Ravazza, Blackstone hotel, 
Ft. Worth, Tex., Oct. 21. 

Jimmy Dorsey, Earle 
Washington, D. C., Nov. 11. 

Rimacs, Hollywood Restaurant, N. 
Y., Oct. 28. 

Ron Perry, heldover at Daven- 
port hotel, Wilmington, Del., indef. 

Larry Clinton exits International 
Casino, N. Y., Nov. 29. 

Mitchell Ayres, Murray’s, Tucka- 
hoe, N. Y., Oct. 25. Exits Village 
Barn, N. Y. 

Orrin Tucker, Palmer house, Chi- 


theatre, | 


cago, Nov. 10 following Guy Lom-|! 


bardo. 

Jan Garber, Blackhawk hotel, 
Chicago, Nov. 11 succeeding Bob 
Crosby. 

Abe Lyman, Roosevelt hotel, New 
Orleans, Nov. 11 replacing Anson 
Weeks. 

Gene Krupa, Palomar, 
geles, Noy. 2. 

Red Nichols exits two-weeker at 
New Orleans, Oct. 27. 


Blanche Calloway Bankrupt 


Blanche Calloway Pinder, orches- 
tra leader and sister of Cab, filed a 
voluntary petition in bankruptcy | 
Thursday (13) in N. Y. Federal court 
listing her liabilities at $10,182 with 
no assets. Currently conducting at 
the Apollo theatre in Harlem. 

Lists as creditors, her brother for 
a loan of $300; Arthur Fishbein, $200 
and the Radio Orchestra Corp., $1,000 
in commissions, 





Los An- 

















John Burke and James Monaco are | 
doing the songs for the Bing Crosby | 
picture, “‘Three’s Company,’ at Uni- 
versal. 





tective Association. 





Inside Stuff—Music 





Metro-Robbins publishing group will not be a party to any peace 


agreement that the music industry enters into with the Songwriters’ Pro- 
Group so put itself on record as reps from the pub- 
lisher and writer camps were preparing to meet last night (Tuesday) to 
discuss the terms of a new standard writers’ contract. 
has been drawn up by A. M. Wattenberg, publisher counsel, 
talk several weeks ago with John Schulman, lawyer for the SPA. Due 
|to attend last night’s meeting were Walter Douglas, board chairman of 
the Music Publishers’ Protective Association, Irving Caesar, SPA prez, 
and members of his executive council, and the two lawyers. 


Covenant form 
following a 


Metro has taken the attitude that its interests as far as the studio song- 
writers are concerned can be best served if it stays outside of industry 
agreements and is free to its own dickering. 





Bix Biederbecke tune which Paul Whiteman dug up as an unfinished 
manuscript and first introduced a couple of weeks ago is getting a radie 


play these days. 


It’s been given the tag of ‘In the Dark.’ 


Whiteman will 


record it for Decca and Jack Kapp, prez of the latter, plans a special label 
for the disk, due to the rep of the deceased swing exponent. 





Bing Crosby only had time for three tunes during his Chicago pass- 
through, which he waxed during his visit with brother Bob, for Decca, 
Tunes are ‘My Reverie’, ‘Old Folks’ and ‘You Must Have Been a Beautiful 


Baby’. 
vacation. 


Crosby’s are now back on the Coast following their Bermuda 





Songwriter-publisher L. Wolfe Gilbert is celebrating his 25th year in 


the business this week, (17-23). 


Publishing house is tying in his latest 


tune ‘Dancing My Heart Away’ written in collaboration with the late Con 


Conrad with the event. 








+ 


Peewee Russell on Own 

Peewee Russell, clarinetist with 
Bobby Hackett’s band, is enlisting | 
men for a crew of his own. Set for 
a new nitery to be open in 52d street 
called Little Club. 

Russell is currently with Hackett 
at Nick’s Tavern in Greenwich Vil- 
lage. 











OLD SONG SUGGESTIONS 


FOR YOUR PROGRAMS 
JIMMY McHUGH’S 


You’re a Sweetheart 
ROBBINS MUSIC CORP. 




















AB 








Announcing the New Song 


FERDINAND the BULL 


From Walt Disney’s New Film, “Ferdinand the Bull” 


Will Sweep the Country Overnight 


And, today, the biggest and quickest No. 1 
song this country ever had, 
“WHILE A CIGARETTE WAS BURNING” 
By Nick and Chas. Kenny 


Music Corporation, 799 Seventh Avenue, New York 
FRANK HENNIGS, Prof. Mgr. 
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15 Best Sheet Music Sellers | 'acmete"suct.*, Lecture Mgrs. Open Drive to Block a 


Blue Barron orchestra opened its 
first theatre date after exiting the 











>a 


(Week ending Oct. 15, 1938) 
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Dade ta aa 
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SSE ROSIE LAL NILA SLE LEONEL EL ET 
openPR oy? . . setae i 





ie they ho Le 


* Indicates filmusical song. 





The others are pops. 


+ Indicates stage production song. 


| Cleveland, 








AGMA Moves Vs. Concert Bureaus; 
Tieup with SAG Vital Factor 











Oct. 18. 
remotes were set 
WHK. Most of them 
formerly aired by WTAM, but pulled 
out with complaints of getting bad 
time breaks. 
avorable 
Mutual. Station has als« 
charges to $50 monthly. 
Ohio Beil Telephone further co- 


Six new nitery 


last week by 


a 


cut its staff 





WHK promises more | 
network spotting through | 





highbrow enough 
for audiences of his native ter- 
ritory, for Frances Hawkins, 
who books the ballet from New 
York, has received a number of 
written complaints. 

Consensus of the 
that the west 
entertainment.’ 


Quick Action Averts 


squawks is 
desires ‘refined 











Hotel -Edison at Youngstown Friday Moss Plan for Employment Agency 3 
. ‘ Re €14). Band does five ‘weeks of the- h f 
*]’'ve Got a Pocketful of Dreams..................... Santly-Joy atres and one-nighters before re- z were . is 
DEORE PORUNOND. Sod scscciecccsrvecatedeseticcccete Berlin turning to New York for its Para- i ¥ 
*Alexander’s Ragtime Band ...... HL ea ad (45 eR ABC mount theatre date starting Nov. 30. ermits iting elr ees {0 fF 
*wWhat Goes on Here in My Heart.................... Paramount Before leaving Barron signed a 0 : oye 
eiree Come mT teeee.. Wr Stel a AIEOOIN oes ccc cats cre sccce Feist new vocalist for the crew. He took A 
ib EN Wid awh > 0 oe 40s 82 8-50 boned stterisnsees Remick i Wolf on trial, with option for Bia sisal St weet dai ie 
OO ERE re ree Pree PE ECE Harms 0 weeks. | rive t ( 
Stop Beating Around the Mulberry Bush............ BVC | - | The West Reforms poten tine ibis woman bce 
CE SE C4 4 kak a4 ac Seb ed tae his 4 ve ciseesees Mills STI 
*Smz P é Ballet Caravan currently on be formally started today (Wednes- 
cee he 4 My Head BBE ROARS Ray eee re ser WHK Adds Remotes In i| a nationwide tour, is having day) when arenes nected Rae the 
Ma yech Doar’. hee hs at ye ; ° iffic booking one of its pro- principal lecture bureaus will meet. 
tAt meg! Tame. oe rE ae) ae 3: mee: Raid on WTAM Bands: poner ‘Billy the. 4! . yr Confab will be held in the offices of 
There s a Faraway Look in y our Ey es. seeceneccees - Tenney 5 parently the saga of the nate. David Marshall Holtzmann, attorney. 
W hen Mother Nature Sings Her Lullaby............ Santly-Joy L Ai F Hq | Somat “eiiietonie” iketataen ~ Seure Besides the ‘big four,’ Clark H. Getts, 
RT MAUI be sivas dik seve os Gage seed asdee Robbins ower Alr Fee Teips | pratce 


Harold R. Peat, W. Coulston Leigh 
and William B. Feakins, a number of 
maller managers will be repre- 
sented. 

Efforts of Moss to license the lecture 
managers is in line with his cam- 
paign to force all employment bu- 
reaus and talent agencies to take out 
licenses. According to Holtzmann, 
the general employment agency law 
does not apply to lecture managers, 
who, he claims, are not employment 
agents within the accepted meaning 
of that statute. Instead, he says, lec- 


| 7 7 
“ating hy | >» ratac - ° . 
° | operating by offcring I'ne rates that Canceliation of Kirk; ture bureaus distinctly come under 
Drive to regulate concert manage- an eviews are not as much as those of other : f the management classification, since 
ments and agencies has been under- | stations. Tops is about $100 for first Hall on Untair List they handle all the lecturer’s plat- 
taken by the American Guild of Mu- |month and $50 thereafter for line form activities, including bookings, 
sical Artists. Preliminary meeting , 


between AGMA officials and repre- 
sentatives of Columbia Concerts 
Corp. and NBC Artists Service was 
held Monday afternoon (17). Con- 
tinued sessions will-be held until an 
agreement is reached, it’s understood, 

AGMA’s move to regulate the con- 
cert managements ties directly in 
with the current drive by the Screen 
Actors Guild to license Hollywood 
talent agents. While AGMA is not 
figured strong enough to battle sin- 
gle-handed against=CBS and NBC 
concert managements, its affiliation 
with the Associated Actors and 
Artistes of America (SAG parent 
union) is rated as the weapon that 
may swing the issue. 

Leverage 


Among the 19 points which SAG 
fs demanding the agencies observe 
is one of prime importance to 
AGMA. It states that to be eligible 
for SAG licenses, all agents shall be 
subject to the regulations of other 
Four A’s affiliates. Since it’s con- 
ceded that both CBS and NBC de- 
rive a major share of their income 
from film deals, it’s imperative that 





they remain in the good graces of 
AGMA, 

Besides the above ruling, there 
are two additional SAG points 
which may have a direct bearing on 
the AGMA-concert management sit- 
uation. One is that SAG stipulates 
that its members may deal only 
with agents it licenses. Other is 
that no agent shall be allowed. to 
operate if he, the agency or anyone 
interested in the agency is an em- 
ployer of talent, except in such a 
case as SAG may grant a waiver. 
It’s generally recognized in the 
business that both Columbia Con- 
certs and NBC Artists Service are | 
employers as well as agents of 
talent. 

Still another possibly vital ele- 
ment in the current situation is that 
the Government hearings on mo- 
nopoly charges are expected to get 
a hearing in Washington within the 
next few weeks. Not known 
whether AGMA plans any attempt 
to take part in that case. However, 
it’s thought likely that the network- 
owned concert managements will 
try to clear up the AGMA situation 
before the Government hearings 
open. Figured that AGMA will 
seek to license all concert manage- 
ments and agencies, but what other 
plans or demands the organization 
has are unknown. 


Wonders Adds Acts To 
Rockwell-O’Keefe Roster 








| Blue Rhythm crew, 


SAMMY KAYE ORCHESTRA (12) 
With Tommy Ryan, Charles Wilson, 

Jimmy Brown 
Commodore Hotel, N. Y. 

Commodore is Kaye’s first New 
York stopover of any length. His 
sweet swing is well tailored to 
smarter dance floors, Currently has 
seven radio pickups a week, adding 
up to four full hours. 

Crew shows versatility. Occasion- 
ally unveils rhumbas, tangos and 
hot tunes. Saxes dominate the in- 
strumental setup, there being four 
against two trumpets and one trom- 
bone. Drums, piano, guitar and tuba 
comprise the rhythm. An electric 
guitar is an added starter to back- 
ground the singers, whether solo or 
as the Three Barons. 

Ryan, who doubles from the guitar 
to the mike to vocally herald forth- 
coming tunes, is the focal point of 
the Three Barons. Voice is pleas- 
ing. Jimmie Brown and Charles 
Wilson handle solo _ assignments 
safely. Kaye uses no femme singer. 
Leader himself occasionally lips a 
clarinet, but more often is contented 
with leading. 


LUCKY MILLINDER ORCH (17) 
With Grace Grainger, Trevor Bacon 
Apollo, N. Y. 

Formerly leader of Irving Mills’ 
Millinder now 
has his own outfit, a bunch that’s 
plenty solid as is and should im- 
prove with more time under his 
baton. Crew was an organized band 
when Millinder picked it up in Phil- 
adelphia a few months ago. He’s 
since whipped it into his style. 

Millinder is one leader who’s not 
a figurehead. When the crew fades 
he’s dripping, the result of literally 
pulling every note from the crew by 
sheer force of will. 

Band’s arrangements are done by 
its piano player and a trumpet man, 
augmented by tricks left over from 
the Blue Rhythm crew. It’s com- 
posed of four sax, six brass split 
three and three, and four rhythm. 
Arrangements call for numerous 
solo breaks, some on the stand and 
some, particularly sax men, at the 
mike. Sand is a little loud at times, 
but not often, and when it is it’s 
solid jitterbug stuff. Backing the 
singers, crew sinks to the other ex- 
treme, with saxes topping muted 
brass for excellent effect. Latter 
could be used more often. 

Singers know what the Apollo 
crowds like, and as a result get over 
very good. Miss Grainger does ‘So 
Help Me’ with interpolations of ‘In 
My Solitude’ and ‘Savin’ Myself for 
You,’ among others. And Trevor 
Bacon socks a few, including the 
popular ‘You Go to My Head’ and 
‘Change Partners.’ 


Music Notes 








(Continued from page 41) 


i ‘Trailer Romance’ and ‘Lawless Val- 


Rockwell-O’Keefe, Hollywood, cur- 
rently undergoing expansion, added 
eight new attractions, including four | 
bands, to office lists this week. Ralph 


han, singer, and Tommy Chatfield’s | 
band. 





ley,’ at RKO. 





Johnny Marvin and Eddie Cher- 
kose did four songs for ‘Bloom On 








charges to Charlie H_ rvath’s Trianon 
Ballroom, which is increasing air- 
ings of Chet Rykes’ and Henry Bia- 
gini’s house bands t» three times a 
week over WHK.- Rud; ‘Valiee re- 
fused to broadcast Sunday (9), but 
plan is to network Trianon’s special 
one-night orchestras over Mutual 
this winter. 

Hotel Cleveland is taking to air 
| for first time via WHK with 45-min- 
ute periods with Gene Erwin’s orch 
for three-a-week; including a Mutual 
break. Hotel Statler, which also 
goes over WGAR, signed for five 
weekly for Dick Barrie’s. orch. 
Ubangi Club’s scat band committed 
to four-a-week, while Aragon Ball- 
room has reached the dotted-line 
stage for three weekl) Bert Block 
broadcasts. Green Derby, which 
tried out novel 7:30 hillbilly hour, 
shifted to afternoon shots and is 
temporarily off until a new band 
comes in. 








TUCKER MAY FOLLOW 





Chicago, Oct. 18. 
Possibility that Orrin Tucker’s or- 
chestra will be booked into the Em- 
pire Room of the Palmer House fol- 
lowing Guy Lombardo, who’s cur- 
rent. 
Lombardo slated for New York 


return Nov. 11 to take over in the 
Roosevelt hotel. 


Qmaha Abolishes 2% Tax 


Omaha, Oct. 18. 

Omaha union musicians have voted 
to eliminate a 2% tax on their 
earnings. Several - previous. ef- 
forts were made to eliminate the tax, 
and at this week’s meeting a resolu- 
tion cancelling the tax was made by 
Pete J. Christman, secretary of 
Local No. 70, and was adopted. 
Elimination affects some 300 Omaha 
musicians. 

Meanwhile traveling bands playing 
in Omaha are taxed 10% by the 
national organization, of which 4% 
continues to go to the local union. 
These assessments are expected to 
provide enough revenue. Christman 
said, 

A union musician in Omaha earn- 





been taxed $36.40 per year. 





CLEM WILLIAMS REORGS 

Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 
Clem William: 
| ing the summer by wealthy scion of 
la Philly socialite family who had 





LOMBARDO IN CHI 


ing $35 a week for 52 weeks has | 


band, formed dur- | 





Hartford, Oct. 18. 

Temporary lifting of a ban on Foot 
Guard Hall by the stagehands union 
allowed Andy Kirk’s band to play 
for a dance given by the Colored 
Elks of Hartford Thursday night (13) 
at the hall. House had been placed 
on the unior, blacklist this summer 
by the stagehands after a summer 
strawhat, Capitol Players, and some 
Italian operas had performed there 
without hiring the union hands. 

Band, owned by Joe Glaser, had | 
not been warned that house was on} 
the unfair list. Late Thursday after- | 
noon it was so notified and Glaser | 


York City to confer with union of- 


lifting of the ban because the ban 
had not been publicized. 

More than $1,320 was grossed at 
the dance from an approximate 1,200 
people attending the affair. Ducats 
were $1.10 each. 





available for large dances. 


cians’ union, cooperating with the 


from being held there. 





Foster Named to Succeed 
Gaines as St. L. Orch Exec 


St. Louis, Oct. 18. 
Donald Foster, manager of the 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., chamber of 


secretary-manager of the St. Louis 
Symphony by the Orchestra _so- 
ciety’s board of directors. 

Foster succeeds Arthur J. Gaines, 
who resigned last July to become 
manager of the Minneapolis Symps. 
Gaines’ resignation followed a cut in 
his salary last Spring when per- 
sonnel of the Orchestra and office 
also were given a wage slash. Later 
it became known that while these 
cuts were being made the salary of 
Viadimir Goldschmann, who soon 
will start his eighth consecutive sea- 
son as conductor of the local Symph. 
had been upped, 





NO LECTURE DATE CURB 


Clark Getts te Include Coast This 
Winter in Addition to Usual Dates 








A parade of lecture personalities 
will make the jump to the Coast un- 
der Clark Getts management this 
winter. 


east and midwest. 

Heading west will be Walter 
Hampden, Theodore Dreiser, Muriel 
Draper (mother of Paul), Helen 
Howe, Christopher Morley, Frank 
Crowinshield, Margery Wilson and 
Princess Kropotkin. 

Also, Michael Strange, who will 








ficials, arranging for the temporary | 


Commerce, last week was appointed. 





| them to be fair. 


| 


made a hurried trip here from New | 





House is the only one in the city | 
Musi- | 


stagehands, has banned other dances | 





| 


Ordinarily lecture bookings day afternoon series and to 
are pretty well held to the populous pledges from bigwigs to make up 


} 
| 


| cial 


George Antheil is doing the score | Selda Castle, formerly with Mal Hal- | in Chicago as guest vocalist with the | 


for ‘Union Pacific’ at Paramount. 





lett. Miss Castle is wife of Clif 


symphony orchestra there. Route 


advertising and in many cases pay 
his traveling expenses. 

The lecture managers wouldn’t ob- 
ject to the license fee, which 
amounts to $25 a year, but oppose 
being classed under the employment 
agency law because they would then 
be limited to 10% commission. Pres- 
ent scale of commissions in ‘the lec- 
ture business, ranging from 25% to 
50% in some cases, is claimed by 
Reason given for 
the necessity of higher percentages 
is the cost of handling the speakers 
| and the difficulty in building many 
of them to boxoffice draws. The 
| big lecture bureaus, it’s pointed out, 
must maintain large staffs in the 
homeoffice as well as representatives 
in principal cities and on the road. 
Fees for single appearances for’ lec- 
turers run anywhere from $100 to 
$1,200. Mrs. Franklin D. Roosevelt 
and Dale Carnegie are among the 
highest paid. 

Principal weapon in the hands of 
Moss is fact that the N.Y. courte 
have repeatedly thrown out cases 
brought by unlicensed agents. That 
has made it impossible for agencies 
to bring court action in disputes 
with clients, even when such clients 
refuse to pay commissions for en- 
gagements admittedly obtained by 
the agents. If Moss is successful in 
making the employment agency law 
apply to the lecture managers, they 
will be forced to obtain licenses to 
protect themselves, It’s figured such 
a development would lead to a gen- 
eral revision of the lecture bureau 
setup. Since the managers would be 
forced to charge 10%, they would 
probably be forced to charge clients 
for all expenses, including even fees 
to road men and out-of-town repre- 
sentatives, 


Det. Symph Despite 44G 
Deficit Plans Concerts 


Detroit, Oct. 18. 

Although facing a $44,000 deficit, 
Detroit Symph intends entering its 
Silver Jubilee season with a full 
program, plus incidentals connected 
with celebration of Symph’s 25th 
anniversary. 

General manager Murray G. Pater- 
son, who revealed that only two of 
Symph’s six independent concert 
series approach paying for them- 
selves, said that special campaigns 
are under way to sell ducats to Fri- 
get 








deficit. 





St. L. Symph Willed 10G 
St. Louis, Oct. 11. 
The St. Louis Symph_ Society, 
which is constantly beset by finan- 
troubles, last week was en- 
riched by $10,000 through the will of 





Decca Extends Merry Macs 
Decca has signed the Merry Macs, 


Strickland, ex-saxer with Artie | takes him through the east and| group of song sylists now on the 
% Victor Young and Charles New-| Leo Robin and Ralph Rainger | Shaw, who likewise joined the Clem | South. He'll return here late next| Fred Allen hour, to a year’s record- 
man sold their ditty, ‘Sell Your Cares | cleffed two numbers for Paramount's | Williams combo last week. Others | month. ing contract. 





OLLI LI 
— 


for a Song,’ to Sol Lesser for the | 
Bobby | Breen picture, ‘Fisherman’s 


‘Cafe Society.’ Songs are ‘Bluebirds 
in the Moonlight’ and ‘If It Isn’t Pain 


It Isn't Love.’ 


added were Bobbie Fishel, ex- 
Goodman trombonist; Skinny Stat- 
zen, drums, and Tony Diango, sax. 


He'll do several radio guest shots 
in the east and is booked for a few | 
on his return here. 


| 


Vocalists were hancocked last 
week after completing six sides une 
der a previous arrangement, 
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: Wonders was sent west recently to| the Sage’ at Republic. Ditties are|a yen to swish a stick, is in process; S®™TY @ harp to accompany her) Mrs. Alpha Ruf, widow of a mil- 
: hypo the branch after a visit by | ‘Balloon Song,’ ‘I've Never Had a| | of reorganization. Now doing one- | Poetry readings, and Miriam Mar- | Monaire paant mediene manuel i 
three top execs of the firm. |Dream Come True,’ ‘Old November | nighters, has switched vocalist and | mein, with a pianist, for a dance re- | turer. ’ : i 
: Those taken on include Ed Bush, Moon’ and ‘I Love the Morning.’ | four instrumentalists. cital. le tablished lat ee Wada te ee — 
: quartet; Jan Rubini, violinist; Fos- | Patti Morgan, former warbler with | hiss eee a < 

ter-Lewis band, Sol Bright’s Holly- | Alfred Newman scoring ‘Trade/| the outfit, has joined Val Olman’s GORIN OPENS IN CHI | Sone and released his estate of ap- i 
: Waiians band, Ralston Ayres band; Winds’ for Walter Wanger. gang at the Belmont Plaza, New Hollywood, Oct. 18. proximately $2,000,000, ' 
3 Gwen Louise. singer; Stanley Mee- | York, and has been replaced by} Igor Gorin opens his concert ‘tour 
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VAUDE--NITE CLUBS 








3 Toa of Nicht Club P.A. Lensers 


Sought in N. Y. to Regulate Payoffs 


+ 
| 

An attempt is being made in New 
York to organize Gotham’s cafe pub- 
licity photographers. One of the 
prime backers of the movement is 
Charlie de Soria and action is being 
inspired by the recent organization | 
in N. Y., under the Theatrical Man- | 
agers, Agents and Treasurers’ union, 
ef nitery press agents. 

Night club photogs lense celebs, 
eic., for nitery praisers to distribute 
to publications. Their aim, they say, 
is to work in closer harmony with 
the unionized p.a.s to insure payoffs 
for their work by managements, and 
to eliminate price-cutting, chiseling 
and kindred evils. 

Among the problems are commer- 
cial photogs who accept fees only if 
pictures are published. Those in the 
drive would stipulate payment re- 
gardiess of publication. 








Schedules Five Orchs 


Dayton, Oct. 18. 

Bands will be the mainstay of the 
RKO Colonial’s stage entertainment 
fo: the next few weeks. 

in turn, starting Friday (21) will 
come Carlos Molina, Pepper Martin’s 
Mudeats, Jan Garber, Count Berni 
Vici and Don Bestor. 


B’klyn Burley Opens | 


Werba’s, Brooklyn, reopens Sat- | 
urday (22) as part of the Izzy Hirst 
burlesque wheel. Jules Leventhal, 
who was going to operate a small | 
burley circuit of his own, with the | 
Werba, Hudson, Union City, N. J.; 
and two more out-of-town spots, de- | 
cided instead to use the Hirst shows. | 








Opening unit is ‘Girls in Blue,’ | US assault. While arguing with his | 


starring Ann Corio and managed by 


Emmet Callahan, Miss Corio’s hus- | lesque, Neal fired two wild shots but | 


band. 











WILLIE and EUGENE 


HOWARD 


“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 
TOURING 


Fuller Circuit, Australia 
Per. Address 


WM. MORRIS AGENCY 
NEW YORK 


' do 





SLATE BROS. SET FOR 
IST NITERY BOOKING 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 
In show biz for more than a dec- 
ade, 3 Slate Bros. will make their 
first nitery appearance at Beverly 
Hills Country Club, Newport, Ky., 





| when they wind up in Wayne Mor- 


ris-Johnnie (‘Scat’) Davis unit in 
Cleveland this week. Faye Carroll 
(Mrs. Henry Slate) will go into club 
with them 

Meantime, Morris goes back to the 
Coast to report at WB for ‘Roaring 
Road,’ remake of ‘Crowd Roars’ he'll 
with Pat O’Brien, while Davis, 
with no immediate film assignment 
in sight, may remain east for a cou- 
ple more weeks of personals. He'll 


| let the Billy Baer orchestra go, how- 


ever. He’s been working with that 
outfit, billing it as his own, in Phila- 
delphia, here and Cleveland. 


Neai Gets 1-4 Yrs. in Gun 
Assault Upon Spouse 





Detroit, Oct. 18. 

One-to-four-year sentence in Jack- 
son Prison was meted out to Edgar 
Neal, ex-police censor, balladist and 
songwriter, for firing two shots at 
his estranged wife in Blue Lantern 
nitery here July 27. 

Judge Edward J. Jeffries passed 
sentence late last week after a jury 
had found Neal, who quit police post 
in huff last year after he failed to 
get chief censor posish held by late 
Lieut. Lester Potter, guilty of feloni- 


wife, Esther Dorey, formerly in bur- 


was captured on the scene. 





_ Fay’s, Prov., Reopening 





Providence, Oct. 18. 


| $30,000 is rapidly being replaced at 
| Fay’s and spot is scheduled for re- 
opening Friday (21). 
stalled in orchestra, 
laid, orchestra pit and stage, both of 
| which were under water, have been 
| replaced, and the entire house has 
|undergone complete redecoration. 
Stage draperies and scenery are also 
| new. 

Will reopen with ‘Straight, Place 
and Show’ and five acts of vaude- 








ville. 





AL BURNET 


Dressed by 


SIDNEY FISHER 


75/77, Shaftesbury Avenue 
PICCADILLY, LONDON, ENG. 








Eddie Miller’s Unit 


Eddie Miller, radio singer, has or- 
ganized a 16-people unit for club 
dates around New York. 

Miller maintains his own radio and 
vocal studio, hence limitations to the 








N. Y. zone for bookings. 
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|PRYOR, SOTHERN AND 
HERBERT SET FOR PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 

With Roger Pryor’s band, Ann 
Sothern and Hugh Herbert tentative- 
ly set for week of Nov. 18, Stanley, 
| Warner theatre here, i set for flesh 
through Thanksgiving, with excep- 
tion of Nov. 4. 

Chick Webb-Ella Fitzgerald ,are 


current, with Ted Lewis’ new unit | 


coming in Friday (21), to be fol- 
lowed by personal of Freddie Bar- 
tholomew, 
around him. Horace Heidt set for 
Nov. 11. Pryor-Sothern date isn’t 
definite yet, salary holding up book- 
ing. Although Pryor’s band has 
been around couple of times before, 
this is the first time Miss Sothern, 
of the films, who’s also Mrs. Pryor, 
will be included in act. 


RKO Palace, Cleve., 


| Returns to Pictures 


Cleveland, Oct. 18. 


| After five weeks of vaude, RKO’s 
| Palace is dropping flesh for at least 
a fortnight, and perhaps longer. Con- 
| ditions slowly improving here, but, 
| according to Nat Holt, zone exec, 
there aren’t enough available stage 
|names, which are demanded by 
| locals. 

| House going back to st-aight pic- 
tures at lower prices. ‘Straight, 
Place and Show’ (20th) booked for 
| Friday (21), followed by ‘I Am the 
Law’ (Col), Oct. 28. 


e 15 YEARS AGO e 


(From Variety and Clipper) 














Vaudeville benefits for sufferers in 
Japanese earthquake netted $204,210. 


Vice society moving in on Shu- 
berts and Earl Carroll for alleged 
nudity. Had representatives at the 
theatres. 





Sophie Tucker in her third en- 
| gagement in Los Angeles within a 
ifew months, and a new act each time. 


|encored for another 14. 
| 
| 





pushed it over. 





Irene Franklin was the clicker on 
the stage and at the b.o. at the N. Y. 
Palace. On for 30 mins., plus encore. 
Jerry Jarnigan at the piano. 





Hugh Herbert not so hot at the 
Riverside, N. Y. 





Palace, Chi, had 22 men on the bill 
against only eight women. New acts 
all seemed to run to male support. 





Money scarce on the Coast, and 
producers being held up plenty for 
loans. Had to hock the entire prod- 
uct to get needed coin and pay top 
interest and bonuses. 





Helped by the World Series ball 
games, 48 B’way theatres did better 
than $700,000 on the week. Three 
shows beat $30,000 each. With a Co- 
lumbus Day mat, Music Box went to 
$30,000, ‘Greenwich Village Follies’ 
nabbed $32,000 and ‘Artists and Mod- 
els’ did almost as well. 





In its 47th week in N. Y. ‘Abie’s 
Irish Rose’ topped its record, taking 
in $16,797.50. 





Edna Wallace Hopper was making 
a personal appearance tour to boost 
her cosmetics. Women replaced the 
regular theatre staff as she took a 
demonstration bath. Now and then 
they caught a couple of Peeping 
Toms in the projection vooth. 





Huntington, W. Va. She was under 
management of Fulcher & Bohan, 
concert agents, and quit when pay- 
days grew irregular. 





Professional amateurs talking of a 
union under Federation of Labor. 
Some got only 50c a night. Wanted 
a buck, 





vaude circuit. Claimed to have 12 
spots lined up. Just a bright idea. 





Cort theatre, Chi, on the block. 
Asking price was $600,000. Had made 
$100,000 profit the previous season, 
s” 40 49% 1% Br St 





with house building show | 


Stock damaged to the extent of | Straight act took 27 mins., but she | 


Jay C. Flippen dropped his comedy 
new carpets | sketch for a straight talking act, and 


Eva Tanguay tour went bust inj} 


Thomashefsky planning a Yiddish | 


-. 2 


Nitery Reviews 





RAINBOW ROOM, N. Y. 


Al Donahue Orch, with Paula 
Kelly, Eddie LeBaron Orch with 
Ruth Nigey, Alec Templeton, Eliza- 
beth Talbot-Martin, Aurelia Colomo, 
Volta. 

One of the poorest talent lineups 
at the Rainbow Room, saved only 
| by the redoubtable Alec Templeton, 
on a return engagement. The clever, 








| blind pianist-comedian almost off- 
| sets everything else 

Show doesn’t register on the se- 
quence of three single acts—Aurelia 


| Colomo, Elizabeth 
| (New Acts) and Templeton, in that 
| order. Senorita Colomo is a per- 


sonality Spanish songstress, who does | 


| three numbers, two in her native 
tongue, and Gershwin’s ‘Summer- 
| time.’ Of these her rhumba chanson 


Talbot - Martin | 


is best because of her personality. | 


Miss Talbot-Martin is a mimic. 

Templeton, still escorted to 
from the Steinway by his father, 
never once trades on his affliction, 
and if anything, plays away from 
that constantly. His clever improv- 
isations on themes suggested by the 
| audience and the satire on the Italian 
tenor and soprano are sock comedy. 
‘Pardon Me, Madame, Do You Do the 


and 


| Mozartian 
turns. 

The 
hold over and dispense the terp mu- 
sic as effectively as ever. 

Biz good, so much so that the ab- 
normal influx of customers may have 
had some effect on what usually is 
impeccable service. Possibly the 
many large parties for the Ballet 
Russe that night at this class room 
threw the staff off keel Abel. 


SHOW BOAT 


(PITTSBURGH) 


medley tops to big 





Pittsburgh, Oct. 15. 


Hartzell & Benson, Ragtime Moun- 
taineers (3), Al Marsico Orch. (8). 





the river can invariably be reckoned 
by quality of show. And things 
aren’t so hot of late. It’s strictly 
low-budget fare and just a filler. 
Outstanders are Hartzell and Ben- 





good anywhere. Jack Peck m. c.’s 
and just about covers the ground. 
He has personality 
able to put over a song, too, but his 
| gab is way out of line and those 
imitations of Ted Lewis and a reefer 
bug are pretty corny. 

Boat has a good-looking line 
the Bee Gardner Girls (6), but 
they’re making a mistake ‘in that 
Ghandi number. Gals are all easy 
on the eyes and cover ’em with 
gruesome Ghandi masks and outfit- 
ting them in dirty, safety-pinned 
sheets is abortive. One of the line, 
Sherry Lane, steps out for a fair 
acro number, and the other two 
ensemble routines aren’t bad. 

Next-to-closing. Ragtime Moun- 


in 


have possibilities but so far are 
underdeveloped. They’re a cross be- 
tween a hillbillies and a below the 
Rio Grande combo. Efforts of one 
of them to be a comedy announcer 
fall flat. Use violin, guitar, accord- 
ion and a rigged-up washtub that 
serves as bass fiddle. Better instru- 
mentally than vocally, but they need 
a showier presentation. 

Al Marsico’s orchestra is in sec- 
ond year here and for an eight-piece 
Marsico’s a theatre veteran and 
tion to keeping dancers contented. 

Cohen, 


CASANOVA, N. Y. 


Dave Apollon Orch, Horacio Zito 





Milli Monti. 





Dave Apolion is now In the nite 
club business. He’s the conferencier, 
host, m.c., prime podium attraction 
—and the boss. He qualifies in all, 
excepting probably the idea of put- 


nitery. If it clicks, and there are 
indications it may, it will have been 
a long shot come through. Apollon, 
of course, is standard in show biz. 
He’s been a sock touring attraction 
with his Filipino band and his di- 


ting up his own bankroll to run a) 


Jack Peck, Line (6), Sherry Lane, 


taineers (3), youthful looking lads, | 


Orch, Senor Wences, Dario & Diane, | 


Rhumba”’ is another novelty and his | 
re- | 


Donahue and LeBaron bands| S61 FOR PHILLY RETURN 


Biz at John Maganotti’s spot on | 


alectic comedy; now he’s a straight 
= maestro and all right, too, with 
at. 

What’s more, he has an almost 
fool-proof show around him. Milli 
Monti, just closed at the Savoy. 
Plaza, N. Y., is the class chanteuse 
mixing up cute ballads in English 
with her French chansons. She's 
eschewed almost wholly her native 
Italian now. 

Dario and Diane are standard ball- 
roomologists, equally socko, and 
, senor Wences is a ventriloquist who 
may well ride the crest of the Ber- 
| gen-McCarthy cycle. The Spanish 
| voice-thrower was seen before in 
America, a few years ago, but he’s 
considerably improved with his two 
dummies, a little girl, and a male 
heckler. His stuff is clever, well- 
paced and consistently clicky 

Horacio Zito’s tango tunes are 
Standard and withal, Apollon has an 
effective setup. It’s a new tag fo 
an old spot, at Madison and 54th, 
which Harsy Kannen built for Helen 
Morgan and called the House of Mor- 
gan. Nick Bates since had it for 
his Merry-Go-Round bar, and still 
controls that (front), but the inner 
room is 100% maestroed by Apollon, 
On a deal with Bates. Abel. 


GOODMAN, TOM DORSEY 











Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 

Benny Goodman and Tommy Dor- 
sey, who ran up phenomenal grosses 
at the Earle last winter, will make 
return visits early in 1939. Dates 
have not been set yet, but negotia- 
tions are understood to be virtually 
completed. Bob Crosby also coming 
in, undated as yet, too. 

Inked at present are Freddie Bar- 
tholomew and Herbie Kay on Fri- 
day (21), Henry Busse and Ella 
Logan, Oct. 28; Horace Heidt, Nov. 4, 
and Jimmy Dorsey, Nov. 11. 


MCA Sets 3 Bonos Bros. 
For Chi; 1st of Imports 


Chicago, Oct. 18. 








son (New Acts), singing team and | 
and might be| 


Music Corp. of America has sched- 
uled several European turns for 
| America. First to arrive are the 
| three Bonos Bros. 

Open immediately in the College 
| Inn of the Hotel Sherman here on 
a four-week guarantee. 


FRANK PARIS 


AND HIS MARIONETTES 
PARADISE CAFE 
NEW YORK 
Exclusive Management 


SHERWOOD & MATHEWS 
Direction: INGALLS & DAVIES 























Best Coffee in England 


QUALITY INN 





outfit it’s one of the best in town. | 


knows how to play a show in addi- | 





| 


' 
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Leicester Square 
LONDON, WEST-END 














ROBINSON TWINS 


Just Completed 6 Successful Weeks 
RIVIERA, N. J. 


Now—Beverly Hills Country 
Club, Newport, Ky. 














JACK and JUNE 


BLAIR 


On Tour Fuller Cireuit, Australia 
with 


“Hollywood Hotel” Revue 




















| 








PAUL GERRITS 


| NOW IN SECOND WEEK 
CASA MANANA, NEW YORK 
GUEST STAR, Thursday Evening, October 20th 


RUDY VALLEE HOUR (WEAF) 


Still Under Direction of 
M. J. LEDDY 
1270 Sixth Avenue, N. Y. C. 
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AFA May Be Charged with Coercion 





In Suit Over Act's Loss of Cafe Joh 


Charges of coercion, threatened 
placklisting of agent, actor and nitery 
from which he was cancelled via 
alleged American Federation of 
Actors pressure, are expected to be 
aired in trial of suit brought by Jack 
Miller, skating act, against the Monte 
Carlo, N. Y. nitery. Act is suing for 
$150, which he claims is due him 
since he got no two-week notice 
called for by contract secured for 
him by Agent Barnett Gillman. Trial 
opens tomorrow (Thursday). 

After Gillman had booked Miller 
and his partner for the Monte Carlo, 
along with another act, Norma 
Mitchell, the owner cancelled. It’s 
claimed that. pressure from Jack 
Kramer of the AFA, who acted 
‘without authority’ for former agent 
Harry Dell, forced cancellation. In 
correspondence between the union 
and Gillman, it’s stated that AFA 
never entered into the matter. 

Much of the action has been en- 
gineered by Gillman who, as an un- 
licensed agent, could not successfully 
go into court himself. Act has car- 
ried the action in which it’s hoped 
‘real’ reasons for the cancellation 
will be disclosed. Miller is said to 
be undecided whether or not to go 
through with the suit, which is un- 
usual in that it doesn’t name the 
agent. 

Gillman claims he was approached 
and asked to settle matter as best 
he could. He was determined to go 
through with it, he claims, and so 
fame emissaries are said to have 
approached Miller and applied the 
heat. 

With pair charging that each was 
selling out the other, Miller and 
his agent almost came to blows in 
latter’s office last week due to issue 
on whether or not suit was to be 
dropped. 

AFA last winter was slapped with 

$250,000 libel action brought by 
the National Variety Artists for an 
allegedly libelous letter sent to Sally 
Rand regarding the NVA. The let- 
ter was signed by Harold Koenigs- 
berg, Ralph Whitehead’s assistant. 
Kramer is an organizer. The NVA 
suit is pending. 


KAN. NITERY HELD UP, 
DESTROYED IN 206 FIRE 


Wichita, Kan., Oct. 18. 

The Riverside, popular $20,000 
night club outside city, last Wednes- 
day (12) was completely destroyed 
when two masked men held up four 
employes, poured inflammable liquid 
over floor and set fire to it. Building 
Was soon completely leveled, as it 
was out of reach of city fireplugs. 

Bandits looted cash register and 
emptied pockets of the employes, ob- 
taining about $500 in all, before 
forcing them into hijacked car, one 
in his shorts, later releasing them. 

Included in loss, only partly cov- 
ered by insurance, were instruments 
and music library of Vern Nydeg- 
ger’s orchestra, recently installed 
electric organ and costumes of Texas 
Rockettes, entertainers who had been 








appearing at the club. 


Max Cohen is owner of club which, 
early in the summer, had undergone 
extensive remodeling and had new 
heating plant installed last week. 


Billy Gibson’s Finger OK 


New York, Oct. 15. 
Editor, Variety: 
True facts of the fracas at the Par- 








amount drug store of last Saturday | 


(8) have been ascertained as being 
the following: 

The drunk, who hit the owner of 
the store, Mr. Freedman, and 
knocked him through a glass show- 
case, and then assaulted 60-year-old 
‘Doc’ Boyer, caused me to remon- 
Strate with him. The gay boy then 
made a pass at me. I slipped on a 
Piece of glass and fell into the 
broken showcase, I did not lose a 


finger as previously reported, al- | 


though it was, naturally, cut by the 
glass, 
Billy Gibson. 





VAN CELLO IN HOSP. 
Baltimore, Oct. 18. 
Van Cello, of Van Cello and Mary, 
forced to leave bill at the State here 
by attack of pneumonia. 
In’ héspital ‘Here. 





- 
+ 


FREEDOM OF THE PRESS 


Indpls. Times Critic Panned a Show 
and the Daily Lost Ad 








Indianapolis, Oct. 18. 
An unfavorable review of Phil 
Spitalny’s band in the Indianapolis 
Times last week caused Charles 
Olson, operator of the Lyric where 
Spitalny is current, to withdraw his 
advertising from the daily. 


called Spitalny’s crew ‘just another 
girl’s band,’ 
of the ads and additional spending 
in competing sheets. 


AFA SUES R-B&B 
CIRCUSES ON 
LABOR PACT 





num & Bailey Combined Shows, 
Inc., had violated a five-year agree- | 
ment by closing its circus and throw- 
ing 1,400 men out of work, Ralph 
Whitehead, secretary of the Ameri- 
can Federation of Actors, filed suit 
in N. Y. federal court yesterday 
(Tuesday) for an injunction to stop 
the Ringling outfit from turning over 
its equipment to the Al G. Barnes, 
Sells-Floto Circus in order to avoid | 
the labor agreement. Besides the in- 
junction, the plaintiff seeks an ac- 
counting and damages from the 
Ringling, Barnes-Sells outfits. 
Whitehead claims that the five. | 
year agreement was entered _be- 
tween the AFA and John R. North, 
of the circus, on May 31, 1937. The 
contract called for certain wage 
scales, working conditions, closed 
shop, etc. Last June, the complaint 
charges. North cut tae working staff 
25% and refused to take the dis- 
charged union men back. A strike 
was declared and North moved the 
circus equipment to Sarasota, the 
Florida winter quarters, and closed 
up the outfit. Whitehead now 
charges that North has transferred | 
the major part of the outfit to the 


avoid living up to the original con- 


assessments to the union through the 
unemployment of its members. 
AFA caused shuttering of the cir- 


season. Since then AFA has har- 
assed Barnes show because it ab- 
sorbed some of the Ringling outfit. 
Due to pinch of the circus activity, 
the AFA was forced to put through 
a salary cut throughout the organi- 
zation recently. Circus activity, de- 
void of any revenue, was eating up 
funds taken in other activities. 
AFA also upped the scale at Broad- | 
way niteries this past week with | 
introduction of $50 net for principals | 
at the International Casino, an in- | 
crease of $10. Chorus was raised | 
from $36.50 to $40. Cotton Club was 


reopen. 


However, AFA is not limiting it- 
self to any set figure for the present 
and will let the demand created by 
the forthcoming New York World’s 
Fair regulate its scaling. 





Chi Spot Signs 
Chicago, Oct. 18. 
Two hours before the new bill was 


| scheduled to go on, the Hi-Hat Club 


signatured an agreement with the 
American Federation of Actors last 
'Friday (14). Bill includes Bert 
Wheeler. Spot was being picketed. 
| First instance of cafe picketing in the 





| present organizational campaign. 
contract last week was the Minuet 
Club. 

The top Chez Paree has called off 


clusive contract. As a result, AFA is 


agents and performers dealing with 





“the nifery. 


resulting in Olson’s lift | 


Claiming that Ringling Bros.-Bar- | 


Barnes and Sells show in order to | 


tract, resulting in loss of dues and | 


cus last spring after a very short | 


also upped $5 for principals from | 
$40. Paradise and Hollywood will , 
be hit shortly. Latter has still to. 
A minimum of $60 in the- | 
atres will also be set up, with scales | 
in both fields being graduating de- | 
pending on type of house or nitery. | 


Also signed to an exclusive AFA | 


negotiations with the AFA on an ex- | 


putting the Chez Paree on the unfair 
list and has so notified the various 


ILLNESSES CURB TOUR 





Boys Town, Neb., Oct. 18. 
Bad luck continues to dog the 
‘Boys Town’ roadshow, cast with 70 
boys from the Father Flanagan 


film. 
Several of the youngsters got sick | 


'on the jaunt and had to be brought | 
| back to the home. 
| 


3 Detroit Agents Face 
| Indictment in Violation 








Of State Kid Labor Act 


James Thrasher, in the Times, had | 


Detroit, Oct. 18. 

Accused of violating provisions of 
state child labor act, three 
i; booking agents face warrants this 
week following testimony of Farrell 
E. LaTarte, 13, terper, that she 
worked in more than 20 local niteries 
to — she had been sent by the 
| booker 


| Those for whom warrants were | 


recommended are Harold Brown, 


| head of Amusement Booking Co.; | 


| Leo Curtiss, head of Curtiss Book- 
| ing Co., and Charles Burns, head of 


| Michigan Vaudeville Exchange. They 


| face suspension of licenses as well | 
Brown was fined $25 on a) 
similar charge three years ago, po- 


las fines. 
lice said. 


by Stella McLeod, special investi- 
| gator for state department of labor, 
|after conferences among the depart- 
| ment, booking agents and nitery op- 
|erators. Terper testified she de- 
ceived everybody by her apparent 
maturity, but Miss McLeod said 
that was no excuse because agents 
are required to have entertainers’ 
birth certificates when there is ques- 
| tion of age. 

| State rum board is delaying action 
| against the niteries which hired the 


juve hoofer until some labor board | 


cases are settled. 


BLUE, BRENDEL, DOWNEY 
UNITS IN NATIONAL TOUR °* 


ae Angeles, Oct. 18. 
Cross-country tours of four stage 
units have been booked by Paul 
Savoy, of the Coast to Coast agency. 
First unit is currently playing Den- 








OF ‘BOYS TOWN’ SHOW 


home made famous by the Metro) 


local | 


Agents were accused late last week | 





Split of N. Y. Booker Group Checks 
Plans for National Merger of EMA: 


10 Quit, Snarl Over Minimum Scale 





Soft Pedaling 


Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 

Single juggler on a bicycle is 
billed at Benny the Bum’s as 
‘Vai Setz and Company.’ When 
customer complained of misrep- 
resentation, wanting to know 
where the ‘company’ was, Ben- 
jamin Fogelman, the operator, 
replied: 

“‘Waddaya mean. 
a bike?’ 


PITT SEPIA CAFE 
TO REOPEN 
NOV. | 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 
| Pittsburgh’s No. 1 sepia nitery, 
Harlem Casino, will reopen Nov. 1 
under Sam Blandi, who operated 
Blandi’s Inn, roadhouse spot here, 
for last two summers. Casino, which 
seats around 600, has been leased for 
the winter from Mark Browar and 
past policy, colored show and band, 
will prevail. 
Some doubt here for last several 
weeks about Casino’s reopening. 
| Spot has been under Lew Mercur for 
pow years but closed prematurely 
last spring when Mercur lost his 
booze license for 90 days on charge 
selling after hours. He an- 
nounced, however, he would reopen 


it last month but dropped plan when 
he and Browar couldn’t agree on 
j;rent. At present, Mercur is asso- 
| ciated with his brother, Al Mercur, 





Ain't he got 

















in operation of highly profitable Nut | 


House on the outskirts. 


ver, with dates in Salt Lake City, | 


| Kansas City, Wichita and Memphis | 


| being lined up. El Brendei heads 

| the group, with the Keene Twins, 
| Vick and LaMarr, Caprino Sisters, 

| Ralph and Virginia Caldwell and 
| Darryl Payne. 
| Second group, opening in Denver 
Friday (21), is headed by Morton 
Downey, with Faith Bacon, Elite 
Trio, Blue Streaks and Frances Val- 
| ley. Opening there following week 
is the third unit, headed by Ben 
Blue, with Fritz and Jean Hubert, 
King Sisters, Eddie Hanley and Amil 
and Leona. Harlem on Parade, all- 
colored Unit No. 4, opens in Seattle 
Saturday (22) with 25 people. The 
Kings are not to be confused with 
the same act with Horace Heidt’s 
| band. 





- 


Indpls.’ 2 New Spots 
Indianapolis, Oct. 18. 


Two new night spots have been 
opened for weekend business here. 
Ruth Hawkins, former publisher of 
a nitery sheet, has _ unshuttered 
Showboat, currently playing Bill 
Cole’s orchestra, with Thelma Jones, 
vocalist. Log Cabin is reopened for 
Friday and Saturday nights, with 
Ray Roach orchestra and Mary 
Kaye, tapper. 

Louie Lowe band is back at 
Athletic Club for the winter; Denny 
Dutton is opening Columbia Club; 
Amos Otstot stays at Starlite Ball- 
room and Harold Cork is playing the 
Sky Harbor week-ends, 











Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 
Vaude increase in nabe houses is 
being asked by the musicians’ union 
in negotiations now getting under 
way with Warners for next year. 
Tooters are demanding three days 
of vaude in houses now using two, 

'and seven houses instead of five. 
Understood, however, that this has 
| been introed by the union more as 
'a bargaining point than with any 
expectation that it might pass. Real 
battle is 35-piece orchestra in the 


, : | 
Fox. Since the house is now vaude- | 
less, it has no use for the music | 


and wants to get rid of it. Union 
won't consent to such a move, 
threatening to pull out all bands and 


| picket if necessary. 


Rex Ricardi, Union secretary, de- | 
clared that once the Fox problem is 
settled, he anticipates no _ trouble 
whatsoever in clearing up the rest of 
the pact for other houses, 





Weekenders for Denver 
Denver, Oct. 18. 


The Tabor, a subsequent-run Fox Nov. ,3., Paul Whiteman will preem | and . two- nighters +for- 
smoothing. 


house, is adcing five acts of vaude | 


Philly Musicians Union Seeks Hike 
In Nabe Vaude from WB for 1939 


——_—_—_—. 


for Friday, Saturday and Sunday, 
with one film. Policy for the re- 
mainder of the week will remain 
double bill, with no vaude. 

The Denver, first run and also 
a Fox house, is using stage shows 
nearly every week. Some are built 
| here. 





Newark Par’s Vaude 

Paramount, Newark, resumes a 
vaudfilm policy tonight (Wednesday). | 
Stuff Smith and Howard Woods’ 
bands will battle musically. 
Chocolateers, Amanda Randolph and 
Stump and Stumpy, Negro perform- 
'ers, augment Negro band. Eight 
Jitterbugs and Bob Easton will work 
| with Woods’ crew. 

House is being booked by Al and 
Belle Dow on reported straight book- 
ing fee arrangement. However, re- 
port is that pair are in on a per- 
| centage over certain figure for oper- 
ator. Full week policy will prevail. 
Same duo will spot vaude in the | 
|Palace, Stamford, Conn., starting 





\split w eek policy. 


Three | 


On eve of lining up other key city 
booker groups into a national body, 
the Entertainment Managers Assn. 
of New York had a split in its ranks, 
Led by Bill Robbins, ten members 
have tendered their resignations. 
Disagreement with older members 
over the group’s policy is blamed 
for the rift, said to have been started 
by comparatively recent members. 


Those dropping out of EMA are 
Charles Rapp, George Kuttin, Al 
Rocke, Fred Nevins, Tom O’Connell, 
Robbins, Sid Hall, Tom Kelly, Dan 
Harrington and Carl Freidburg. Re- 
ported they will attempt to form 
their own organization. Original 
group is applying for corporation 
papers in New York State as the 
Entertainment Managers Assn. to 
protect the name that’s been used by 
the group for 15 years. At present, 
it’s incorporated in New Jersey. 

Dissenters discredit proposed mini- 
mums offered the American Federa- 
tion of Actors for union acts work- 
ing club dates. They have been at 
odds with administration since it 
started campaigning to eliminate 
many agent evils and to become 
affiliated with unions and other out- 
side bodies in its drive to achieve 
that goal. EMA, on the other hand, 
is not especially opposed to exit of 
recent joiners, who have been a 
thorn in its side. 

EMA in N. Y. states it has the 
support of N. Y. License Commis- 
sioner Paul Moss for its revised 
Breitbart-Quinn bill which would 
place theatricals under an entirely 
separate agency law, to be segre- 
gated from rest of commercial and 
industrial agency measures slated for 
presentation in Albany next Janu- 
ary. Moss was at first going to pre- 
sent his own bill but is said to have 
backed that of agents and managers 
who attended his last conference. 
Moss will concern himself with com- 
mercial and industrial groups only. 

Bill to be presented by the EMA 
will for the first time define the 
three types of percenters, agents, 
artist representatives and entertain- 
ment bureaus. There have been so 
many guises assumed by dodging 
agents that a permanent classifica- 
tion of each is an aim of EMA. 

Group is also attempting to enlist 
artist bureaus of N. Y. radio stations. 
Nat Abramson, bureau head of WOR, 
is heading the radio drive. 








Nellie Beaumont’s 
Jump from Window; 
Grieved Over Sister 


Grieving over the death of her sis- 
ter Rose, some months ago, Nellie 
Beaumont fell or jumped from the 
window of their home at Georges 
Mills, N. H., and although both 
ankles were fractured it was neces- 
sary to place her in a straight jacket 
at the State Hospital, Concord, 
where she was removed. The Beau- 
mont Sisters were inseparable on 
and off the stage, but although am- 
ply provided for, the stricken actress 
was melancholy ever since the be- 
reavement, 

Rose Beaumont was formerly wed 
to Billy B. Van and in private life 
was Mrs. Phillips, having been the 
widow of a wealthy Boston citizen. 
Estate at Georges Mills was consid- 
erably damaged by last month’s hur- 
ricane. Her son, Charles Gray, is 
well known in Broadway box office 
circles, 

Billy B. Van, who left the stage 
to form Pine Tree Products Co., 
makers of Billy B. Van’s Pine Tree 
Soap, has severed relations with that 
company, and has launched a new 
| venture as Billy B. Van, the Candy 
Man. Will operate from his home 
| city, Newport, N. P. 











Grace-Scotty, of NBC, 
Form Scotch Vaude Unit 


Grace and Scotty, NBC duet, have 
formed an all-Scotch unit, with a 
Scotch swing band which they will 
break in at the RKO theatre, White 
Plains, N. Y., Friday (21), in a ones 
night stand. 

Being set to tour other RKO one 
additional 
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VARIETY 











Variety Bills 





NEXT WEEK (Oct. 24) 
THIS WEEK (Oct. 17) 


show, whether fu 


Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of 


ll or split week 








Loew 


en 








YORK CITY 
State (20) 
Helen 


J & J 
Schnickelfritz 
Benny Baker 
Salici Puppets 


BALTIMORE 


NEW 
Reynolds Co 


McKenna 
Ore 


Century (20) 
Smarties 
Larry Collins 


—————— 


Paramount 





NEW YORK CITY | 
Paramount (20) 
Tommy Dersey Orc | 
Connie Boswell 





EVANSVILLE 


Chicage (21) 


Orrin Tucker Orc 
































Gautier's 


Walter Cole 


May, Jack & Buddy 
Van Dock | 
B Gandey's Circus | 
LIVERPOOL 
Shakespeare 
Dogs 


| 





Stanley King 
Lewis Rolling St'nes 
Edith Wallington 


| Nora Williams 
' Robin 


Richmond 





Cabaret Bills 





NEW YORK CITY 


Majestic (20-22) 
Talk of Town Rev 
RICHMOND 
Loew (21) 
Major Bowes Co ie ce 
WASHINGTON 
Capitol (21) 
Chester Hale Gils 
Kidoodlers Armando’s 
3 Swifts Jimmy Vincent Ore 
Marj'rie Gainswerth Reed Lawten 
| Pritchard & Lord Ethel Sayers 
= Arcola inn 
(Arcola, N. J.) } 
Jerry Carr Orc 
Chiquita Venezia | 
——e | Ruth Warren 
CHICAGO | Kay Blaire | 
George Scotti 


Barney Gallant's 


Gil Lamb Harris & Shore ; ' 
. ” > sy . Shirley Mayo 
Titan 3 Paul Sydell & Paster i Wenete 
Bill Bertolotti’s 
Angelo’s Rh’mba Bd 
BILLY ROSE’S ie Dik 
CASA MANANA, NEW YORK Bennet minnewee | 
Now | Roberta Kent 
ERRITS | «i= “=. 
Charles Touchette 
, John Panter | 
VIA John Eliot | 
Y Don Cortez 
MARK 4 LEDD 4 Jim Phillips } 
| Mary Roberts 
Harold Willard 
ArthurBehan 
Harry Donnelly 
Spike Harrison | 
Bernie Grauer ' 
Boulevard Tavern 
(Elmhurst, L. 1.) 
CHICAGO | Boney ~ eae C’ntinental Thrill'rs | 
Palace (21) Sunice Healy : Aubrey Noonan 
Chester Hale Gis | MINNEAPOLIS | ijdrea Roselle 
Ross Wyse Jr Co | Orpheum (i4) June Boyd 
Sybil Bowan | Jimmy Dorsay Ore Mac Arthurs | 
Geet EE AND i a" oAUT Dorothy Wenzel 
CLEVELAN a 4 Cameron Crosby 
Palace (14) Orpheum (14) Jan Fredrics Ore | 


Conklin & Thomas 
Frazee Sis | 
Wayne Morris 
Johnny Davis 
Billy Baer Ore 
Slate Bros 
COLUMBUS 
Palace (21) 
Ozzie Nelson Ore 
Harriet Hilliard 
Johnny Woods 


Gene Krupa 


Orec.. 
SAN FRANCISCO 





Warner 


Golden Gate (21) | Penn Wayne Ore 
Gypsy Rose Lee Casa Manana 
ea Pot A | Vincent Lopez Ore 
Proctors aoe © Jay Freeman Ore 
Ina Ray Hutton OF |} anny Ross 
Winsted 3 | Sheila Barrett 
Rex Weber tof George Givot 
Gertrude Briefer \ Frances Faye 
Cliff Crane | Paul Gerritts 
Frank Libuse 
Biltmorettes 
Betty Huiton 
Mary Low 
Lester Allen 





NEW YORK CITy 
Sirand (1) 
Horace Hiedt Ore 
BROOKLYN 
Strand (21) 

N TG Rev 

(14) 
Toy & Wing 
Cass Daley 
€C Ray Smith 
Howard & Shelton 
Midgie Fellows 
3ill Bailey 


PHILADELPHIA 
Earle (21) 
Fred Bartholomew 





{ 


| 


Ted Lewis Orc 


PITTSBURGH | 
Stanley (21) | 


(14) 


Chick Webb Ore 


Ella Fitzgerald 
Chuck & Chuckles 
Lindy Hoppers 
READING 
Astor (21-22) | 
Frank Dailey Ore ' 
York 
Strand (21-22) 


Rimacs 


t 


WASHINGTON | 
Earle (21) 
5 Juggling Jewels 
Gae Foster Gls 
6 Continentals 


Bellett & Eng Bros | Stroud 2 


Nancy Healy 

James Evans 

Herby Kay Ore 
1 


(14) 
Ted Lewis Ore 


Reynolds & White 
(14) 


Jan Garber Ore 
Lorraine & Rognan. 
Serge Flash i 








Independent 





INDIANAPOLIS 
Lyrie (21) 
Pepper Martin Co 

Milt Douglas 





—_ 


12 Aristocrats 

Gilbert Bros 

Carlton Emmy Co i 
(14) 

Phil Spitalny Ore 





| 


London | 





Week of October 17 


Dominion 
Rawiez & Landauer 
4 Phillips 

CAMBEN TOWN 

Caumeont 
Troise Mandoliers 
CLAPHAM 

Granada 
Muchachos 
EAST HAM 

Granada 
Bobby Howell Ba 
Donovan & Hayes 

Premier 
N Arnaut & Bros 
Neumann, W & Y 
Rome & Leonard 

GREENWICH 

Granada 
torte Howell Ba 

onovan & Hayes 


Bel 





| 


| Rome & 





HAMMERSMITH 
Palace 
Terry's Juves 
ISLINGTON 
Blue Hall 
Velda & Venn | 
Hepburn Bros 
SHEPH’RDS BUSH 
Pavilion 
Terry's Juves 
STRATFORD 
Broadway 
N Arnaut & Bros 
Neumann, W & Y 


TOOTING 
Granada 
Bel Muchachnos 
WELLING 
Granada 
Rico Gypsies 
WOOLWICH 
Granada 





Roco’s Gypsies 











ABERDEEN 
Tivoli 

Levis’ Discoveries 
Kemble Kean 
Adrien & Audree 
3 Knaves 
Les Hall 
Tracy & Dixey 

DUNDBE 

la 


Palace 
ack Radcliffe 
vera McLean 
Harold Dayne 


Provincial 


Week of October 17 





Sherman Fisher Gls 
Neller & Clare 
Pratova & Jules 
Norman & Curnot 
4 Smith Bros 
GLASGOW 
Pavilion 
Donald Stuart 
Mona Warwick ‘¢ 
Leslie Strange 
Selma 3 ‘ 


Bimbo 





Jay & Cullen 


| Dezi 


| Sam 


Cab Calloway 
‘Nicholas Bros 


Leonard | 


Cafe Loyale 


i Val 


Diana Ree 1 
Alpha Arlyne 


3 Maniacs 
Joe Land 


Havana-Madrid 
Nano Rodrigo Ore 


| Juanito Sanabria Or 


Carlos & Carito 
Pancho & Dolores 
Felipe de Fiores 
Sarita Herrera 


Rosita Ortega 


Hickery House 
Joe Marsala Ore 
Hotel Ambassador 
Dick Gasparre Ore 
Vincent Bagale Ore 
Renee de Janette 


| Albins 


Hotel Astor 


N Brandwynne Orc 
H’tel Belmont-Plaza 


Olman Ore 
Nan Wynn 
Ray Hunt 
Diosa Costello 
Hotel Biltmore 
Frank Novak Ore 
Hal Hutchison 
Crawford & Caskey 
Fashionettes 
Emily Stephenson 
Claire Sherman 
Joan Whitney 


|; Orio Thomas 


Lowell Pontee 


| Virginia Stanford 


Hotel Commodore 
Sammy Kaye Ore 
Hotel Edison 
Les Brown Ore 
Miriam Shaw 
Johnny Johnson 
Hotel Essex House 
Rich’a Himber Ore 
Dell & Hamory 
Hotel Gov. Clinten 
Eddy Mayehoff Ore 
Betty Gale 

Hotel Lincoln 
Tito’s Swingtette 

Hotel McAlipin 
J Messner Orc 
Gonzales & Menen 
Jeanne D’Arcy 





Ann Pennington 

Yvette Rugel 

Joe Howard 

Harry Carroll 

Irving Conn 
Casino Cubano 


Alfredo Orc 
Moreno 
Lucinda 


Don 
Consuelo 
Ramon & 
Central Park Casino 


Pancho Ore 
Arnez Ore 
Ramon & Renita 
Club Casanova 
Dave Apollon Ore 
Mili Monti 
Dario & Diane 
Wences 
Horatio Zito Ore 
Club 18 
Jack White 
Jerry Blanchard 
Doc Lee 
Shad Mitchell 
Pat Harrington 
Frankie Hyers 
Willie Grogan 
Leila Gaynes 
Beale St Boys 
G Andrews Ore 
Club Gaucho 
Dimitri & Virgil 
Natalia Kordova 
Trini Plaza 
Celia Villa 
Don Miguel Ore 
Club Yumurl 


Don Mario Ore 
Fantasia Nova Ore 
Nena Montes 

Los Marinos 

3 Aztecas 

Cortez & Maida 


‘La Milonquita 


Corso 
Robbins Ore 
Ernest 
Rhoda Chase 


|} Ann Hudson 


Nathano Bros 
De Rondo & Barry 


Cotton Club 
Ore 


Berry Bros 
W C Handy 
Dandridge Sis 
Sister Tharpe 
| Mae Johnson 
Timmie & Freddy 
June Richmond 
| Jigsaw Jackson 
Vodery Choir 
El Chico 
Don Alberto Ore 
Joyit & Maravilla 
Dorita & Valero 
Francisco Ramos 
El Morocco 
Ernie Holst Ore 
EI Rio 
| Hugo Martani Ore 
Gus Martel Ore 
Peggy Fears 
| Baron & Blair 
| Famous Door 
| Count Basie Ore 
| Mary Burton 
James Rushing 
Greenwich Village 


: Casino 
Ray O'Hara Ore 
Larry MacMahon 


Jimmy & Nora Bell 


Kramer Ore | 
' 


Hotel New Yorker 
Tommy Dorsey Orc 
Emery Deutch Orc 
j Edythe Wright 
Jack Leonard 
| 3 Esquires 
| Maurice & Cordoba 
Rosini 
| Hotel Park Centrat 
Jerry Blaine Ore 
Skippy Burton 
Randy Brooks 
Garland & Marla 
Hotel Pennsylvania 
Kay Kyser Orc 
Hotel Piccadilly 
Adrian Rollini 3 
Hotel Pierre 
Harold Nagel Ore 
Hotel Plaza 
Eddy Duchin Ore 
Don de Vodi Ore 
P & G Hartman 
Sally Clark 


Motel Ritz-Carlton 
Emil Coleman Ore 
Happy Reiss 
Hotel Roosevelt 
Roger Pryor Orc 
lane Truesdale 
Hotel Savoy-Plaza 
Eimile Petti Ore 
Dwight Fiske 
Hotel Sherry- 
Netherland 


Teharkovsky Ore 
Geo Scherben 


Hotel St. Moritz 


Basil Fomeen Ore 
Yvonne Bouvier 
Theod’re & Denesha 


Hotel St. Regis 
(Iridium Room) 
Charles Baum Ore 
(Maisonette Russe) 

Mathey Ore 
| Billy Hicks Ore 
Eva Ortega 
Boris Belostotski 


Hotel Taft 


Enoch Light Ore 
Peggy Mann 
George Hines 
Light Brigade 


Hotel Waldorf- 
Astoria 

Geo Olsen Orc 
Mischa Borr Ore 
Crane 2 
Aarons & Glancz 
Frakson 

Hotel Warwick 
Gerry Morton Ore 
Elinor Sheridan 
Dell O'Dell 

Hungaria 

Gene Kardos Ore 
Bela Villanyi Ore 
Victoria Rane 
Peggy Ware 
Walton & Joanne 
Dr L Barsony 
Lillian Dawson 
Ziga Bela 
Leon Kramer 


International Casino 


Larry Clinton Orc 
Vincent Travers Orc 
Val Brnie Ore 
Eileen O'Connor 
Tite & Vaidez 
Eddie Rig & Bros 
Bood & Bood 

















Shyrettos 3 


Grace & Nikke 
' Marion Manning 
Maria Serban 


Ivan Frank 


Ruth Elroth 
Senny Tucker 
Ivan Frank 

Jimmy Kelly's 
Joe Capello Ore 
Gladys Faye 
Mary Lane 
| Montmartre Boys 
John Rockwood 
Vaughn Comfort 
Danny Higgins 
Ira Yarnell 
Sid Hawkins 
Tanva 
Carter & 
Lee Leslie 
Gloria Marsh 
Peeey de la Plante 
iL.von & Deering 
Inca Borg 
Mat Grey 

Kit 
TT lune 

la Conga 


Schaub 


garet 
Kat Club 


eford Ore 


Ramon Ramos Ore 
Oscar de la Rosa Or 


Tommy Goodwin 


Larue 
Eddie Davis Ore 
joseph Smith Ore 
Graziella Parraga 
i.e Coq Rouge 
Geo Sterney Orc 
Tisdale 3 
Le Mirage 
Scott Quintet 
Horton Ore 
Mayfield 


Ray 
Harry 
Katherine 
Hazel Scott 
Llewellyn Morse 
Le Ruban Bleu 
Eleanor Sheridan 
Elsie Houston 
\Miorgane 
Leon & Eddie’s 
Eddie Davis 
Lou Martin Ore 
Ford Crane 
Terry Walker 
Carlyle Sis 
Lura Bennett 
Midgie 
Renee 
Carmen 
Iris Adrian 
Wally Wanger 6 
Meyer's Cellar 
(Hebeken) 
Gl'dys Gooddings Or 
Max! & Mary 
Peggy Bovard 
Harold Blaine 
Midnight Sun 


Jack Melvin Ore 
Diane Raye 

Carol Bruce 

Letty Kemble 

Lya Lane 
Marguerite Adams 


Mon Paris 
Charlie Murray Ore 
Virginia Uppercu 
R'yal Lukewela B’ys 

Mente Carlo 
Senorita Nina 
Lois Leeds 
Jack Rosello 
Maya's Congans 
Pierre Beaucaire 
Mildred & Maurice 
Julian Altman 
Gaston 

Place Elegante 
| Bill Farrell 
Benn Kauf 
‘Tommy Mills 
Joe White 
Wally Shulan 
Leo Lazaro Ore 


Plantation Club 


Skeets Tolliver Ore 
Baby Scruggs 
Hazel Calloway 
Jim Harris 


Paradise 


Russ Morgan Ore 
Della Carroll 
Harry Jackson 
Noll & Noland 
Frank Paris 
Gloria Day 
Gloria Whiiney 
Mexicali 3 


Pepper Pot 
Joe D'Andrea Ore 
Harold Aloma Ore 
Iris Ray 
Bovd Heathen 
Aloha Shaw 

Queen Mary 
Joe Ellis Ore 
Katherine Tate 
Cerlies & Palmer 
Florence Herbert 
Ann White 


Rainbow Grill 


Paul Kain Ore 
Marilynn & Michael 
Rainbow Room 


Al Donahue Ore 
Eddie LeBaron Ore 





| Paula Kelly 
Ruth Nigey 
Alec Templeton 


| E Talbot-Martin 

| Round Room 

| Paul Humphrey 
Margo 

Gene Conte 

Marie Renard 
Jack Hoiop 
Madeleine de Sator 
Lou Williams 


Russian Kretchma 


Volodia Katov Ore 
Nastia Poliakova 
Simeon Saksonsky 
Simeon Karavaeff 
Marusia Sava 
; Daria Birse 
Michel Michon 
Mischa Osdonoft 
Klavdia Kapelova 
Sergei Ignatenkeo 
Stork Club 


Sonny Kendis Ore 
Jese Lopez Orc 


Tekay Magyar 


Frank Dougtas Orc 

Ilona de Thury 

Johnny Carter 

Marget 

Marina & Norina 
Versailles 

M Bergere Ore 

Panchito Ore 

D’Avalos Dancers 

Yacht Club Boys 


Village Barn 
Mitchell Ayres Ore 
Laura Dean 
Zeb Carver Co 
| Whirling Top 


| Geo Morris Orc 
| Russell Dracken 
Irene Stanley 
Trent Patterson 
Ramon Ringo 
Stephen Harris 
i Wivel 
|Charley Bowman Or 
| Bob Lee 
Amelia Gilmore 
Deane Dickens 
| Marion Carrol 
| Connie Joyce 
| Al Small 
Vacht Club 
Bobby Parks Ore 
Fats Waller 
Lee Wiley 
Mildred Fenton 


LOS ANGELES 


Bali 
Charlie Lawrence 
Bruz Fletcher 
Beverly Wilshire 
Lou Sailee Ore 
Biltmore 
| Bob Hall 
Rita & Rubins 
\3 Nonchalantes 
Annabelle 
| Tommy Trent 
| Shep Fields Ore 
| Cafe Caliente 
Elenita 
| Diana 
Leo 
luz Dasquez 
Juan Navarro 
Eddie Aguliar Ore 
Cafe De Paree 
yeo Bookesta Ore 
Cafe La Maze 
Vi Bradley 
Park Avenue Boys 
Clover Club 
Kings Jesters 
| Cocoanut Grove 
| Lois Whiteman 
Harry Barris 
Hina Sedgwick 
Wayne King Ore 
it Cafe 
Joe Moshay 
| Bob Searles 
Bill Roberts Ore 
Jerry’s Mandalay 
Vrankie Gallagher 
Oliver Alberti 
‘Jimmy Kerr Ore 
} la Conga 
| Harry Rosenthal 
i) Durando R’ba Bd 
Dorothy Dare 
Ted Dawson 
Little Club 
lane Jones 
‘Tiny Meridith 
Chas Thorpe 
Omar’s Dome 
Ray Bradford Ore 


Terry Green 
Bernice Lynn 


' 


Eddy & Tours 
Dorothy Roberts 
Walter Wade 
Elmer 


Palomar 
Emil & Evelyn 
4 H’wood Co-Eds 
Elmo Tanner 
Red Ingle as 
Parker & Gibbs 
Country Washbura 
Joe Mole 
Laura Lee 
Perry Como 
Ted Weems Ore 


Paris inn 


Paul Winchell & T 
Carolina Dyne 
Marguerite & M 
Dominic Columbo 
Thora Matthison 
Ken Henryson 
The Gregorys 
Henry Monet 
Chuck Henry Ore 
P Selznick’s Club 
Naniia Torras 

Jan Rubini 

Rose Murphy 
Evelyn Farney 
Max Fidler Ore 
Billy Lankin 


Seven Seas 
Danny Kawanna 
Bob Matthews 
Kay Kanaai 


Somerset House 
Hal Chancellor 
Noel Neil 
Dorothy Ellers 
Marjorie Dee 
Harry Ringland 

Topsy's 
3 Debutantes 
Nick Cochrane 
Muzzy Margellino 
Ted Fio Rito Ore 
Trocadero 
Ice Carnival 
Jose’s Cuban Bd 
Bob Grant Orc 
VY Hugo Restaurant 
riff Williams Ore 
Charlie Vaughn 





CHICAGO 


Bismarck Hotel 
| (Walnut Room) 
Arlene O'Day 
| Betty Grey 
| B Cummings Ore 
Madeline 
Ruth Pryor 
Blackhawk 
Bob Crosby Ore 
Marian Mann 
Jieun & J Byrnes 
toma Cooper 
jock Gaulke Ore 
Maclovia Ruiz 


Blondies 
Dolores Green 
Billy Kemp 
Fritzie Bey 
Edna Leonard 


Stratford 


Pam Adair 
Eleanor dohnson 
Hazel Talbot 
Rosita 


Blue Goose 
Ralph Hovey 
Frances Roma 
Jane Imes 
Harry Singer Ore 

Brevoort Hotel 

(Crystal Room) 
Florence Schubert 
Charles Baldwin 
Grace Katrol 
Norma Ballard 


Hark Simons 
Virginia Devell 
Rusty Ward 








| Jean 


|} D'r’thy 


Betty Wren 

Billie Farge 

Helen Durfee 
Herbie Rudolph Ore 


Caravan 


Eddie Gorman 
Rocke Romano 
Toddy O'Grady 
Don Morgan 
Dot & Jerry 
Edna Leonard 
Carl Scholtz Ore 


Ches Paree 
Abe Lyman Ore 
Harry Richman 
3 Oxford Boys 
Dolly Arden 
6 Jitterbugs 
Rose Blane 
Don Orlando Ore 
Evans Adorablas 


Club Al 
Steen Bright 
Bob Riley 
Suzanne 
Lane 
Susanne Kessler 
Oliver Harris Ore 
Flo Polus 


Club Alabam 


Harriet Norris 
Jane LaVone 

iY Houghton 
Sadie Moore 

4 Ambassadors 
Phyllis Brooks 
Marjorie King 
Eme Burton 
Bernie Adler 

Dave Unells Ore 
Chalk Robinson Ore 
Eddie Roth Ore 


Club Spanish 
Hal Barber 
Millicent DeWitt 
Cooper & Madras 
Dorothy Dawn 
Loretta Delhoer 
Ralston Ens 
Joe Nitti Ore 


Coleny Ctub 
Lillian Carmen 


| Hildegard 


Jose Manzanares Or 
Hugo dePauls Ore 
Colosimos 

B & F Gilbert 
Zang & Todd 
Helen Holmes 
Billie Machell 
Jackson Reeves & 8 


| Olga Dane 








Fritzie Lure 
Banfields 
Bobby Danders 
Bob Hyatt 
Pronaph Gis 
Hollywood 6 
Henri Gendron Ore 
Club Delisa 
Evelyn White 
Eloise Williams 
Bristle & Gay 
Joha Oscar 
Rhythm Willie 
Bunny 
Ross & Butler 
Sam Theard 
Charles Isom 
Partello Gls , 
Red Saunders Ore 
Drake Hotel 
(Gold Coast Room) 
Hal Kemp Ore 
Judy Starr 
Bob Allen 
Saxie Dowell 
Harry Wiliford 
Mickey Bloom 
Jack LeMaire 
Eddie Kusby 
Dutch’s 


Ralph Cook Rev 
Littman Dancers 
Roberta 

Peggy Moore 
Helen Dove 
Mort Lund Ore 


Edgewater Beach 
otel 
(Marine Koom) 


Leighton Noble Ore 
Edith Caldwell 
Chick Floyd 
Muriel Grey 
Harriet Smith Gls 
Evelyn Pelser 
El Dumpo 

Frank Donia 
Joan Clark 
Avis Miller 
Geraldine Grey 
Dolly Dolline 
El Dumpo tils 
Vie Canova Ore 

Famous Door 
Jimmy Kennedy 
Shirley Grey 
Esther Whittington 
Jimmy Dunn 
Al Robinson Ore 


4th Club 


Homer Roberts 
Olga Anton 
Annette Elwood 
Joan Costello 
Kitty Frances 
Shorty Ball Ore 


Franke’s Casino 


Jue Fong 
Harvey & Haxton 
Betty Bennett 
Dick Hardin 
Honey Lee 

Dol Marcetti 
Evelyn Waters 
Jerry Hunter 
Buddy Kirbie 
Rocke Elisworth 
Bob Tinsley Ore 


Giay 908 
Madeline Giddings 
Ruth Thomas 
Lew King 
Colleen 
Ione O'Donnell 
Jack Connors 
Dot Keith Gls 
B Danders Jr 

Gay Varee 
Wellington 
Eve Yvonne 
Mickey Dunne 
Virg O'Brien 
Miss Ellis 
Bernice Bodel 
Bob Riley Ore 

Grand Terrace 


Sonny & Sonny 
Dusty Fletcher 
Howell & Coles 
Sallie Gooding 
Dot Soulters 
Connie Harris 
Leonard Reed Gis 
Earl Hines Orc 
Graemere Hotel 
(Glass House Rm) 
Don Pedro Ore 
Ted & Mary Taft 
Harry’s N ¥ Cab’ret 
Bill Anson 
Mildred Rock 
Natasha 
Sally O'Day 
Marcia Wayne 


Ore 





|} Helen 
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Jean Mode’ 
Frances Willer 
Art Buckley 

Al Wagner 

Billie Myers 

Lee Berling A 
Derethy Johnson 
Muriel Love 
Rankia Gis 
Charles Engel Ore 


Hickory Ian 
Casa Reyale Ore 
Fred Casey 
Terry O'Teole 

Hi Hat 


Bert Wheeler 
Frank Todd 
Frances Maloy 
June Glory 
Pal-Mar Gls 
Sid Lang Ore 
Hippodrome 
Fle Whitman Rev 
Jerry Marks Ore 
Sherone 
Nyra Lou 
Dee Adrian 
Muriel Joseph 
Genevieve Val 
Ivanhoe 
Helen Sumners 
Irwin 
4 Hawalians 
Ear! Hoffman Ore 
L’ Aigion 
Mary W Kilpatrick 
Geerge Bay Bd 
Ennio Bolognini Or 
Hote! La Saile 


| (Blae Front Reom) 


Richard Schreiber 
Bilimere Boys 
Dixie Frances 


Liberty tna 


| Stanley Mack 


Mickey Sheridan 
Thelma White 
Dorothy Higgins 
Millie Erdman 
Earl Wiley Ore 
Limehouse 
Annette 
Pam Winters 
Charley del Rio 
Barney Richards Or 
McLaughlins 
Dick Gale 
Marie Peters 
Louise Seymour 
Nadja 
Milo Miles 


| Sammy Barry 


' Jack Russel 


Jules Novit Ore 

Melody Mill 
Ore 
Miami Club 


Beza White 
Billy Meagher 


| Lois Lorraine 


| Joy 


| Ed 


| Mae di 





Cookie Sydell 
Johnny Parkers Or 
Millstone 

Anne Howard 

Jane Wagner 

Pat Pardise 

Patsy Mack 

4 Monteforte Sis 

Roy Swift Orc 
Minuet Club 


Minuet Gls 
Joe Rio 
Kalise 
Patricia Bloor 
Rita DeVore 
Harry Fisher Ore 
Morrison Hotel 
(Boston Oyster 
House) 
Manfred Gotthelf 
Nameless Cale 
Joan LaMae 
Ona Mae 
Leon 
Evelyn Waters 
RaMundi's Ore 
Helen Samms 
Fili 
Oid Heideiberg 
Old Heidelberg Co 


Herr Louie Ore 
Geo Gunther Ore 


Palmer House 
(Empire Koom) 

juy Lombardo Ore 
Tommy Martin 
Holland & Hart 
J & M Mulcay 
Abbott Dancers 


Dolly Thon 
Phil Dooley Ore 
Parody Club 


Freddie Abbott 
Marita Ryan 
Honey Lee 
Sara Thebold 
Marie Thomas 
Freddie Janis 


Rose Bowl 


Paulette LaPierre 
Gloria Panico 
Tom Ferris 
Royale Frolics 
Bee Kalmus 
Radio Ramblers 
Sddie White 
LeBarron 3 
Spencer & Foreman 
Jack Hilliard 
Frolics Ens 
Mark Fisher Ore 


Sherman Hotel 
(College inn) 


Buddy Rogers Ore 

Dick Kissinger 

Bob Hanon 

Elizabeth Kilton 

Joe Murphy 

Dezzo Retter 

Polly Day 

8 Marines 

Don & A LeMaire 

Boots McKenna Gls 
Dome 


Tony Marks 


Ore 


' Spinsters 





Marie Sari 
Silver Cloud 
Eleanor Leonard 
Billy Ferber 
Honore & Gladiss 
Betty Bennett 
Dixon Bros 
Mae Dee 
Marian Boyd 
Hazel Zalus 
Nord Richardson 
3 Tops 
Johnny McFall Orc 
Silver Frolics 
Continental 4 
Ealaine Rabey 
Roma Noble — 
Fay Wallace 
Art Freeman 
606 Club 
Billy Carr 
Renee Villon 
Marg Faber Gls 
Jessie Resellia 
Vilma Joszy 
Ruby Bennett 
Ethel Brewn 
B & L Cook 


} 





} 
| 
} 
| 
} 
| 


| 





| John Poat 





Collette 
Peaches Strange 
Dolly Sterling 
Sol ke Ore 
Tripoli 3 

Sky Rocket 
Marjorie Whitney 
Dictators 
Mathews & Shaw 
4 Kings 
B Tanks Socialites 


Stevens Hotel 
(Continental Room) 
Don Julian & M 
Lois Harper 
Louanne Hogan 
Jackie Heller Ore 


Stockade Inn 

Charles Chaney 
Subway 

Timmy Mevers 
Frances Sills 
Opal Adair 
Kileen Evans 
Bozo 
Katherine ( 
Ozzie 


ampb'll 

Jackson Ore 

Susi-Q 

Dick Buckley 

Molly Manner 

Betty Harris 

Ann Hein 

Ginger Wood 

Kdith Principie 

Verne Wilson Oro 
Swingland 

Joe Johnson 

Mae Diggs 

Alma Smith 

2 Rhythm 

Fats Patterson 

Ted Smith 

Billy & Charles 





———<—————=r2 


Jimmie Noone Ore 
Thompson’s 16 Club 
Ray Reynolds 
Jean & Jack 
Nate Churney 
Dot Keith Gis 
Joan Dawn 
Frisco’s Orc 
Three De 
Art Tatum “— 
Baby Dodds 
Freddie Reed 
Lonnie Johnson 
Tower tan 
Buddy Lake 
F lorie Manners 
White Sis 
Inez Gonen 
Helen LaMarr 
Alice Tanner 
Rhythm Gis 
Kurtis Marionettes 
Jerry 4ynn ; 
George Arnold 


| Frank Davis Ore 


Trocadero 
Gloria Romano 
Adelle St Clair 
erry Circle 
Roy Rankin Ore 
Villa Moderne 
rony Cabot Ore 


Yacht Club 


|; Gareth McGrath Or 


Mona Leslie 


| Jackie Fields 


; Ruth 


Denning 


| Alfredo & Dolores 


| 
} 
Pals | 
i 
| 


Yacht Club Gis 
Zig Zag 
Sunny Bouche 
Helen Dove 
Veronica McKay 
Larry Lux Ore 


BOSTON 


Brown Derby 
Dick Stutz Ore 
Billie & B Burnell 
Virginia Stuart 
Chandler 3 
Lucitie Doran 
Gis (8) 


Club Mayfair 
Lewis Bonick Ore 
Cross & Dunn 
Gis (8) 

Renee DeJarnette 
Lois & Jean 


Cocoanut Grove 


Freddie Craig Jr 
Jacques Renard 
Allen & Kent 
Arlene Wallace 
Hylion Sis (3) 
Robberts & White 
Margo 

Leary & Lee 

D Parrish 


Or 


Conge 
Eddie Deas Ore 
Underwood & U 
Hazel Diaz 
Elin Johnson 
Barnes & B 
Crawford House 
Ray Phillips Orc 
John Steele 
Anne Richards 
Hamilburg s 
Don Humbert Ore 
Ginger Gordon 
Hofbrau 
(Lawrence) 


| Jackie Duggan 


Hon Loy Doe 
Joe Marot Or: 

Hotel Essex 
Duane Marshall 
Billy Keily 

Hotel Imperial 
Clifé Jarvis Ore 

Hotel Statler 

(Terrace Room) 
Clyde Lucas Ore 
Lyn Lucas 
Johnny Voogdt 

(Lounge Bar) 
Alfredo Seville 
Musical Rogues 
Hotel Westminster 

(Blue Room) 
Karl Rhode Ore 


Or 


| June 


Knotty Pine Keo 
b Ly 

(Hotel w ovdcock) 
Freddy Green Ore 
Merry-Go-Round 
(Copley Pl’sa H’tel) 
Jimmy Avalone Ore 
Old Fashioned Cafe 
Virginia Kennedy 
New Amer. Hotel 
(Lowell) 
Clarke Ore 

Ort’s 
Humbert 
Charley Shea 
Grace Cohane 
Ellis Mills 
Kirkland 
Polly Allen 
Al Shack 
Billy Stone 


Lou 


Don Ore 


Sadie Perry 


Paradise Restaurani 
: (Lawrence) 
Freddie Coombs Or 
Penthouse 
(Bradford Hotel) 
Frank Ward Ore 
Ken & Roy Page 


| Deauville Bros 


Barbara Lynn 
) 


Gis (8 


Royal Palme 
Margie Dorello 
Bessie Profiit 
Jimmy Kenny 
Johnny Dixon 


Ritz Carlton Hotel 
Bunny Berigan Ore 
Seville 

Don Rico Ore 
Sheraton Koom 
(Copley Pi'za H’'telp 
Walter Miller Ore 
Southland 


Jim Lune eford 


Ore 


| Princess Orelia 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Pete Co 
Kngagi 
Jimmy Skelton 
3 Phantoms 
Gls (8) 
_Steuben’s 
(Vienna Room) 
Jack Fisher Ore 
Towne Club 
George Harris Ore 
Trocadere 
Al Booris Ore 


MILWAUKEE 


Bert Phillip’s 
Pep Babler Ore 
Ethel Seide! 


Billy Knack’'s 
Donna LuPae 
Louis Streeter 

Blue Moon 
D Davidson Ore 
Irene Burke 
Shuttae & Kent 
Virginia Rosen 
Jay Jayson 
Gale Parker 


Cardinal Club 
Bud Vioni Ore 


Chateau Club 


Andrini Bros 
Bert Gilbert 
Curly Fate 
Peggy Moore 
Saxon Sis 


Clover Club 
Weber Orc 
Helen Rita 
Ruth Phillips 
Ellen Rookas 
Lynn Barclay 
Mitzi Rave 
Evelyn White 
Club Madrid 
Stan Jacobsen Ore 
Bernie & Yovanna 
Roberta Roberts 
Betty Adler 
Marie Marsh 
Rose Steffen 
Frances Allis 8& 
Club Terris 
Jack Teeter Ore 
Phil Kestin 
Billie Herbert 
Congo Ctub 
Bob Freemaa 
Mary Reed 
Jeff Thomas 
Leon#rd Gay Ore 
Cornies Ship 
Red Billings Ore 
Ray Block Ore 
Gene Emerald 
Ralph Lewis 
Devines Eagles 
Red Roberts Ore 
Al Buettner Ore 





Wally Miller Ore 
Reggie Childs Ore | 
Gloria Gale | 
Jimmy De Palma | 
Howard Geiger | 
Hotel Schroeder 
(Empire Room) | 
Eddie Varzos Orc 
Tung Ping Soo 
Jane Wilard 
Jose Bethencourt 
Ruth Martin 
Lucio Garcia 
6 Gold Coasiers 
Ruth & B Ambrose 
Karl Ratsch’s 
Sepple Boch Ore 





Helene Sturn 


Larsen’s 
Ray Meadows Ore 

Lindy’s 
Rick & Snyder 
log Cabin 
Bergman 
_ Miami Club 
Nick Lucas 


Carl Ore 


Jane Ruhey 
Ford & Barnes 
Ellen aye 
Skippy Reel 
Rita Devere 
Peggy Geary 
Johnny Davis Ore 
Milwaukeun 
Helen Kaye 
Dorothy Hamilton 
asis 
Marty Gray Ore 
Snooks Hartman 
Old Heidelberg 
Herman Rehfedt Or 
a Open Door 
Tinney Liveng'd Or 
Packard Ballroom 
Al Cavalier Ore 
Paradise Gardens 
Anthony Doria Ore 
Paris 
Ben Boe Ore 
Jimmy James Ore 
Rendezvous 


; Katherine Kaye 
|; Ruth Gary 


Eleanor Sutherlan@ 
Helen James 
Vera Robsel 
Reno 
Rudy Sager Ore 
Harry Rayburn 
Schwartz 
B Cummins Ore 
Earl Cagnie Ore 
H Henderson Ore 
Joe Vogt Ore 
Claude Parminte: 
State Gardens 


| Dorrine 


Alma Williams 
Tommy Reynolds 
Tie Top Tap 
Jackson & Clifford 
Sally Joyce 
Florence Barlow 
Herseys 
Town and Country 
Club 


Laureen Nevelle 
Clift Burmek 
Wirth’s Futuristie 
Steve Swedish Ore 
Bill Schweitzer Ore 
Jack Fexer 
Ford & Barnes 
Maureen Rosay 
Jackie Rogan 
Jane Rubey 
Rogan & Mana 
Wisconsin Roof 
Nie Harpet Ore 
Loraine De Wood 
lou Breese Ore 
Martha Perry 
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BROUN BLASTS BLASTER 


Hamlet's’ Closing Notice Over Crew |} |‘ ral (§  |Bway Turns Tables on Wall St, Biz Off 
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Impasse; Britishers Win Strong Press 


Notice of closing full length ‘Ham- 
Jet’ with Maurice Evans at the St. 
James, N. Y., was posted before the 
premiere last Wednesday (12) as the 
result of a dispute between the man- 
agement and stage hands. Presen- 
tation was greeted with rave notices 
by eight out of nine Manhattan 
ritics, the press reception being a 
surprise to Broadway. Second night 
business was substantial but theatre 


parties for two other performances 
do not clearly 


commercial chances as yet. 
Union sought to have ‘Hamlet 
rated as two performances, this 


claim coming from deckhands and 
clearers whose wage is $56 but who 
sought $112 weekly. Boris Said, 
who operates the theatre, and is co- 
producer with Evans in the Shakes- 
pearean revival, vigorously objected 
and posted the notice. Understood 
that local No. 1, the crew’s union, 
Was adjusting the squabble and fa- 
vored the contentions of the man- 
ager. Eddie Dowling, who was in 
with Said on Evans’ ‘King Richard’ 
click, is not interested in ‘Hamlet.’ 
Performances for the full length 
‘Hamlet’ begin at 6:30 and finale 
around 11:15, but there are two per- 
formances of the more familiar con- 
densed version, so that the play is 
given seven times weekly. Said 
claimed that the crew should not be 
entitled tc more than an extra two 
(Continued on page 52) 


‘LINCOLN’ PIC 
PRICE SET AT 
$900,000 


‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ the Rob- 
ert E. Sherwood play which started 
the Playwrights schedule at the Ply- 
mouth Saturday (15), was immedi- 
ately tabbed as a valuable picture 
possibility. At an affair following 
the premiere, the film value was 
broached to the author and it was 
estimated at $200,000. Picture people 
who witnessed the promising open- 
ing, agreed that the rights had ex- 
ceptional value. 

Another major Lincoln play has 
been set for presentation shortly 
after the first of the year. It is ‘Fol- 
low Me Ever,’ by Paul Horgan, 
whose story is quite different from 
that of ‘Abe’ and ‘A Prologue to 
Glory,’ WPA’er on Lincoln. Brock 
Pemberton will produce ‘Follow,’ 
which has to do with the martyred 
President during the last few weeks 
he lived. ‘Prologue’ has been play- 
ing since last spring and is slated for 
Chicago after two more weeks in 
New York. Booking was arranged 
some weeks ago and it is not indi- 
cated that the show is being sent out 
of town because it might be regarded 
as unfair competition to the Play- 
wrights attraction, because of the ad- 
mission scale difference. 

During the Washington date ‘Abe’ 

uilt to turnaway business. Spot 
Tadio announcements were made to 
the effect that the play would show 

Baltimore the first three days last 
Week, 

Sherwood’s Lincoln is considered 
to be a better biographical play of 
Similar text than the Englishman 
ohn Drinkwater’s ‘Abraham Lin- 
Coln,” which commanded wide atten- 
tion over here. 

Pemberton slates his Lincoln play 
to follow the presentation of Mar- 
&ery Sharp’s ‘The Nutmeg Tree,’ due 
©n Broadway Thanksgiving. Man- 
@ger is not definite about the date 
for ‘My Dear Children’ which will 
have John Barrymore and Elaine 

rrie, but plans two companies of 

Ss the Boys Goodbye,’ one for 
Chicago and the other for the west 
Coast, 








indicate the show’s | 








‘BOY’ LONDON CAST 
FURTHER IN DUTCH) 


London cast of ‘Golden Boy’ is 
further involved with Equity, latter 
this time questioning the amount of 
money on deposit with the associa- 
tion to cover a second week’s sal- 
aries. When the residue on hand 
was cabled the players, a message 
came back that the amount was in- 
sufficient. Equity people, quite an- 
noyed over the matter, firstly be- 
cause the show did not close when 
ordered, repliea that there was no 
more coin to the ‘Boy’ cast credit. 
Although the show closed Oct. 8, 
late last week the players had not 
embarked for New York, but are be- 
lieved to have sailed over the past 
weekend. 


Originally the amount of salary 
guarantee money covered the pay of 
the original cast. When the latter 
returned, part of the deposit money 
was drawn down by Robert Gold- 
stein, who had the London rights. 
Equity was acquainted of the ap- 
proximate total for replacement 
players, but the deputy failed to in- 
clude certain items, it is believed, 
and that resulted in the mixup. 

Group Theatre, which presented 
the play over here and acted in Lon- 
don for three months, is not in- 
volved in the financial argument. 








| last Thursday (12), but the reviewers 


| Then 
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: ' As Stocks Boom; No Rise in Legit Scale 
S ‘3 
o ——______—_—. 
REINHARDT DIRECTS | For the first time Broadway did not 
But Gets N 1 r react to the vagaries of Wall Street, 
ye Replies f pref WILDER’S ‘MERCHANT’ that being instanced last week. Up 
N. Y. Reviewers, All of | to now when the stock market drop- 
"Em Sensing a Trap—Re- | | ped, legit show business was adver- 
- ‘ Hollywood, Oct. 18. |sely affected; at the same time when 
call Columnist’s Old Trick Thornton W-ider’s ‘Merchant ° of | Stocks boomed theatre attendance as- 
of Creating a Controversy ; Yonkers,’ a dramatic spectacle wd prey so that ay Pein 2 vot 
. . .|New York City in the ’90s, will be | 8arced as a sort of barometer for 
to Furnish Self with Ma directed by Max Reinhardt. Herman | Show business. 
Shumlin produces and opening is set|__Last Thursday (13), however, when 
for Dec. 15 in New York. Reinhardt | 150 new highs were registered down- 
leaves for the east Nov. 1 to start | town, business in the legits dropped 
ONCE AN ACTOR rehearsals. | that evening, causing no little sur- 
Several members of Reinhardt’s|Prise in show circles. Attendance 
Workshop are now being auditioned | the first three days of the week was 


and will be taken east for supporting | Stronger than the last half in most 
roles. |instances. Profit taking dropped the 
stock levels under Thursday there- 
, after, but that was not interpreted as 
Wiman After Ballerina affecting theatres. 

Some boosts in box office scales 


For ‘Swing to Left?’ | over last season are noted, with four 


Tamara Toumanova, young leading | @ttractions priced at $4.40 top, but 
ballerina of the Ballet Russe de there are no indications that mana- 


Monte Carlo, is being considered for | gers will attempt to re-establish any 
a part in the tGeticaning Dwight $5.50 tops, and the tendency is to hold 


Dere Wiman show, ‘Swing to the |to a $3.30 maximum, that going for 
Left.’ Understood 


the dancer ig | at least three musicals. ‘Hellzapop- 


having some trouble leaving the bal- | pin’ and “You Never Know’ have that 


: |top, along with ‘Knights of Song’, 
let troupe, ‘which wan% ner to 80 | which opened at the 5list Street 


on tour, including Australia. és 
Also being considered for the J. P. | seh dim ied sage Se cs herman teh she 





Heywood Broun blasted the critics | 
in his N. Y. World-Telegram article 





laughed, saying they planned no re- 


turn shots, several detecting a trap. 
One said he read the Broun piece 
with relish, another said it was de- 
lightful writing, while a third re- 
marked: ‘Well, he didn’t mention 
my name.’ The essay was a collec- 
tive rap, however. 
It was pointed out that Broun was 
a reformed sports writer, turned 
critic for the old Morning World. 
he re-reformed and turned 
columnist for Scripps-Howard. Un- 
derstood that about 50% of the critics McEvoy-Arthur Schwartz musical is | ‘ : 
are members of the Newspaper | Fleanore Whitney, Paramount play- | erbocker Holiday,’ which opens at 
Guild, a white collar affiliate of|}er, Latter was previously talked | the Barrymore tonight, has a $4.40 
CIO, a pet reporters organization | about for Vinton Freedley’s ‘Leave jew ege aS ee Oe ee eee 
. , | tively limited capacity o e lower 
(Continued on page 50) whales: floor, compared to other theatres 








planned for musicals, is the reason. 
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Murder in 46th Street 





Skit played as a stunt in single midnight perform- 
ance of ‘Hellzapoppin’ recently, but not retained in 
the Ole Olsen and Chic Johnson revue at the 46th 
Street, N. Y. Most of the critics panned the show, 
with John Anderson of the Journal the most severe. 
Concocted by Edward Duryea Dowling, Tom 
MeNight, Ole Olsen and others, plus some Olsen and 
Johnson ‘gravy.’ 





(Script description is that ‘Hellzapoppin’ is in the 
Supreme Court, as critics parade in a la bathing 
beauties, dressed in misfit morning clothes, each 
with silk banner pinned across his chest bearing his 
name, entering in the following order: Burns Man- 
tle, Richard Lockridge, Sidney B. Whipple, Brooks 
Atkinson, Arthur Pollock, Dick Watts, John Mason 
Brown, while the eighth entry is a midget with a 
Readers Digest banner. Seated near the bench they 
stretch out their arms and chant: ‘John Anderson’; 
he enters alone, sits on bench in a breakaway chair, 
which collapses and he disappears.) 





Atkinson 

Gentlemen: We of the Critics Circle are gathered 
here tonight because we are faced with a crisis, 
Anderson 
(climbs back up on bench) 
Right! 
And what have we been working for? 
All 

(in unison) 

To keep people out of theatres. 


Anderson 
What has been our goal? 
All 
To close theatres. 
Anderson 


Yes. And unless immediate and drastic steps are 
taken, all we have worked for, prayed for and ac- 
complished will have gone for naught! 

Al 


(groan) 
Atkinson 
(brightly) 

We entered the current season with hopes of driv- 
ing enough people out of the theatres to be able to 
end up with a grand score of 99% pure flops. 

All 
(rub hands) 
Atkinson 

Why not 100%? 

Anderson 

Helen Hayes is bound to appear in something, but 
next year she may stay on the road and then we 
would have attained our goal—no actors, no plays, 
no theatres; nothing but critics. 

Atkinson 

But we have been betrayed. 

Anderson 

Betrayed by one of our own group. A man we 
have heretofore looked on as a brother. I am re- 
ferring to Winchell. 

All 
(hiss) 


Anderson 

He has gone over to the public. He not only ad- 
mitted he liked ‘Hellzapoppin’ as a show, but ac- 
tually urged people to go and see it. 

All 
(boo) 
Atkinson 

Good God! Do you know what that means? It 
means that if we're not careful, the first thing we 
know shows are going to be successful. And after 
all if we can’t pan Olsen and Johnson, whom can we 
pan? 

Whipple 

There’s always the Guild. 
Anderson 

Mr. Whipple, this is no time for trifles. 
Pollock 

I saw ‘Hellzapoppin’ and thought it was kinda 
funny. 

Anderson 

(bangs gavel on Pollock’s hand; picks up seltzer 

bottle and squirts it in his face) 

I suppose you think that’s funny? 

Pollock 
Yes, It has an element of surprise. 
Anderson 
(picks up pie and socks Pollock in the face with it) 
Do you mean to tell me this is funny? 
Pollock 

It’s primitive, but there’s a certain public demand 
for it. 

Anderson 

(picks up water bottle, grabs top of Pollock’s 

trousers and pours water into them) 

I suppose this feels funny! 

Pollock 

(pulling his pants out at the sides) 

It feels damned funny. 

Anderson 
That settles it. Mr. Pollock your chevron! 

(rips banner off his chest) 
Your club! 
(tears up note book) 

Your sabre!! 

(breaks pencil over knee) 
Anderson 

Now go back to Brooklyn and never darken the 
bridge again. 

Atkinson 

Just a minute...before this revolt goes any fur- 
ther I think we should get Winchell here. 

(all assent) 

(Boys and girls rush down aisles paging him, with 
Anderson spotting the fellow in the third row.) 

There he is! 

All 
(hiss) 
Anderson 
(glaring at Winchell) 

You Benedict Arnold. A critic sitting out there 
actually enjoying a show. If this keeps up, what is 
going to happen to us? 

(entire orchestra stands up and shoots the critics) 
Johnson in box 
The show must go on. 











Other musicais at the same scale are 
‘Sing Out The News’ and ‘I Married 
An Angel’. ‘The Fabulous Invalid’ 
is topped at $3.85, having a cast com- 
parable in size to a musical,. while 
the performance is virtually that 
type of attraction. 


COHANS ‘RIGHT 
TOP ROAD 
DRAW 


Earlier forecast that ‘I’d Rather Be 
Right’ would be the strongest draw 
on the road this season, is strongly 
indicated in the first two stands. In 
Philadelphia the Sam H. Harris musi- 
cal starring George M. Cohan grossed 
$62,000 in two weeks. Show opened 
to an advance sale of $35,000 there. 
In Washington, where ‘Right’ is cur- 
rent, the advance take was $23,500 
though the box office did not start 
selling until Thursday (13). Mail 
orders up to then amounted to over 
$9,000. 

First week’s gross in Philly was 
around $30,000, and it was reported 
that the statement revealed a profit 
of only $150. Actually the net was 
$6,000 more, because the amount of 
preliminary expense was charged off 
the initial week of the tour, instead 
of being spread over a number of 
operating weeks. 


REJECT: $35,000 BID 
FOR GILLETTE ESTATE 


Hartford, Oct. 18. 

Top bid of $35,000 for the castle, 
miniature railroad, 115 acres of land 
and other properties of the late Wil- 
liam Gillette at East Haddam and 
Lyme was rejected- by the two exe 
ecutor’s of the estate Saturday (15) 
/at an auction. The estate, inven. 
| toried at $65,000, was put on the 
block in one parcel. 

The executors, Carlos S. Holcomb, 
v.p. and trust officer of the First Nae 
tional Bank of Hartford, and Gil- 
lette’s cousin, Joseph K. Hooker, had 
reserved the right to reject the hich- 
est and all bids at the auction. Bid 
| was made by Louis Schlessinger, of 
‘ Newark, real estate agent. 
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Abe Lincoln in Illinois 


Drama in three acts, presented at the | 


Piymouth, N. ¥., Oct. 15, ‘38, by the 
Playwrights Company; written by Robert 
#. Sherwood: Raymond Massey featured; 
siaged by Elmer Rice; 33.30 top. 


Mentor Graham...........- Frank Andrews 
Ahe Lineotn.......-..-.+- Raymond Massey | 
Ann Rutledge...........+--4 Adele Lomginire 
. |) SP Pee re eoPeERe TEC Iris Whitney 
Ben Mattling............+5. George Christie 
Judge Bowling Green......./ Arthur Griffin 
Nimian Bdwards.........+.+:- Lewis Martin 
Booka BSS. . oc... scarves Calvin Thomas 
Trum Cogdal...............-Harry Levian 
Jack Armstrong....... .Howard Da Silva 
OS rr rere Everett Charlton 
Feargus ..... suas David Clarke 
GE We beccadecsion Kevin MeCarihy 
Se ee Herbert Rudley 
Nancy Green......... ... Lilian Foster 
William Herndon....... Wendell K. Phillips 
Elizabeth Edwards .May Collins 
Mary Todd....... ..Muriel Kirkland 
.Augusta Dabney 


The Edwards’ Maid..... 
Jimmy Gale..... F 


; .. Howard Sherman 
MESS. GOIO. cece scisase 


...Marion Rooney 


GEOG news ovasccecses ...-Hubert Brown 
Stephen A. Douglas.........Albert Phillips 
WP ERNO. TSOGORs 6 init occ scccvwews Lex Parrish 
eS a errrirs er Lloyd Barry 
POE  RAMOSRa ks ose crc gcesoctkn John Payne 
The Lincolns’ Maid......... ..Iris Whitney 
CGE Se ccc cco es eacesee Frank Tweddell 
ES POPTPRTET rT er tte John Gerard 
Gturveson ...............Thomas F. Tracey | 
BOG ovcee swe stcecctcds vue cence aeeenee 
Uh sabes edqeeness2aeecaen Kevin McCarthy 
pS eee Glenn Coulter 
Cavalry Capiain.......... Everett Charlton 
The Playwrights, that quintet 


consisting of Anderson, Behrman, 
Howard, Rice and Sherwood, rang 
the bell with the starting attraction 
of a schedule that lists plays by all. 
It is a most inclusive and am- 
bitious program and should they fol- 
low up with anything as absorbing 


as ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois,’ Robert | 


E. Sherwood’s contribution, they will 
gain the plaudits of the entire the- 
atrical world collectively as each has 
done individually. Their second 
presentation, originally slated to be 
the first, ‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ 
goes on the Broadway boards 
(Barrymore) tonight (19). Wisely 
the dramatists have used some 
managerial advice, if not for ‘Lin- 
colin,’ certainly for ‘Holiday.’ As a 
matter of fact, Elmer Rice, who 


staged the opener, has had plenty of | 


experience as an atuthor-manager. 
He once declared himself out of the 
theatre, yet is back with a bang. 

There have been other Lincoln 
plays and at least one more is due 
this season, but the Sherwood work 
will probably be rated the finest yet 
written about the rail-splitting law- 
yer, abolitionist and country poli- 
tician who was. to be America’s mar- 
tyred president. 
illustrious addition to the history of 
the great humanitarian leader. 

‘A Prologue to Glory’ may be said 
to have started the current cycle of 
Lincoln plays, but where the WPA’er 
stopped, Sherwood’s play really be- 


It is the theatre's | 


|rangy Canadian’s career. It may be 
| years before he takes another as- 
| signment, for after America there 
; will be England waiting to see his 
| LincolIn. 

| As postmaster of New Salem, Lin- 
coln’s character first shines through 
in the Rutledge tavern, where he is 
urged to run for the state iegislature 
after quieting some boisterous Fourth 
of July celebrants who aimed to 
rough up a dandy from Springfield. 
Sometimes the play seems to be a 
tear-perking western, especially in 
scenes such as in the home of his 
kind friends, Bowling Green 
wife, who console the lad over the 
death of Ann. 
breaks his engagement to Mary Todd 
to range the prairie, 
over Ann. The scene has 
praying for an ill youngster, beside 
a covered wavon on the trail to Ore- 
gon. 


The scenes in the Todd home in | 


Springfield, while 
mated, are spirited at times. Mary 
| decides to marry Lincoln, regarded 
| as the least eligible of suitors by her 
sister. Mary said she would wed a 
man who would become president. 


Then, after 17 years, during which} 


three children were born to them, 
Mary, the shrew, becomes a bitter 
woman, although her girlish ambi- 
tion is about to be realized. 
again the author indicates that Lin- 
| coln’s home life was none too placid, 
tied up to a vixen who tried to urge 
him on. Clear, however, that ‘Lincoln 





done in full stage, with complete 
scenic dressing and attractive cos- 
tuming. Others are introduced less 
elaborately, but equally effectively 
as incidents of the plot. Played by 
a cast of 60, about equally divided 
between the comedy and the vocal 
side, the smoothness of presentation 
is the result of expert staging and 
direction by Oscar Hammerstein 2d. 

Previous performances of ‘Knights 
of Song’ at the Pasadena Playhouse, 
last winter, and at the Municipal 
theatre, St. Louis, during the recent 
summer, where it was produced by 
Laurence Schwab, sponsor of the 
Broadway production, offered Glen- 


‘don Alivine ample opportunity to 


and | 


Then again, when he | 


still grieving | 
Lincoln | 


| 


net exactly ani-| 


| 


} 


Here | 


had his own way and time in going | 
forward to the most exalted post in) 


the land. 

Massey exhibited nervousness only 
| during rebuttal debate with Stephen 
| A. Douglas, who became _ senator 
| from Illinois, latter part being han- 


| 


condense and revise his script. There | 


is no lost motion or dull periods in 
his play, which is in two parts of 
six scenes each, and which purports 
to tell the story of the rise, the tri- 
umphs, the temperamental clashes 


and eventual dissolution of one of | 


the memorable partnerships of the 

theatre. 
Allvine has 

scenes with a 


written most of his 


that is cleverly used to sustain the | 


suspense of interest over a series of 
incidents, which encompass 
than a quarter of a century from 
‘Trial by Jury’ to ‘The Mikado.’ He 
uses a background of late Victorian 
characters, which include the great 
Queen, Edward VII, Oscar Wilde (he 
is doubling on Broadway this sea- 
son), George Bernard Shaw, James 
Whistler, Richard D’Oyly Carte, and 
others. The drawing room of Mrs. 


Cynthia Bradley, Sullivan’s patron- | 


ess, is used as the base of lively plot 
invention and the springboard for 
some witty repartee. 
Despite the frequent interruption 
of plot by musical interpolation, the 
story of the piece, which is con- 


| cerned chiefly with friendly inter- 


| dled very capably by Albert Phil- | 


lips. 

| ‘Lincoln’ is studded with meritori- 
ous, individual performances, such as 
Arthur Griffin’s Bowling Green, with 
| Lillian Foster playing his wife; 
|Muriel Kirkland’s vexatious Mary 
| Todd; Adele Longmire’s brief but ef- 
| fective Ann Rutledge; the Joshua 
Speed of Calvin Thomas; the Ninian 
| Edwards of Lewis Martin; the Billy 
Herndon of Wendell K. Phillips; the 
| Seth Gale of Herbert Rudley, and 
| other parts abl-- played by Frank 
| Andrews, Everett Charlton, Howard 
| DaSilva. 

| ‘Lineoln’ is in and the Playwrights 
have started on their way. Ibee. 


KNIGHTS OF SONG 


Musical in two acts and 10 scenes pre- 
sented by Laurence Schwab. Staged by Os- 
car Hammerstein. Written by Gendon All- 
vine around lives of Gilbert and Sullivan; 
settings, Raymond Sovey. At the jist 
| Street, N. Y¥., Oct. 17, 38; $3.30 top. 









‘ UONB, daos G44 5 hes eoeks eat Victor Beecroft 
gins. It takes the story from the | William Schwenk Gilbert......Nigel Bruce 
time he began studying law that he | Arthur Seymour Sullivan “ ée ebbae J john Moore 
might wed Ann Rutledge, of New | Meanus. ons scccee Stohm Adair 
Salem, TL, in the 1830's, until he) Wardreone Woman............. Shirley Gale 
starts for Washington in 1861. The rar Gilbert... 2.5. .cccscccss apt tes 

* s A PENN sa 4 5466 b0.cin 00.4390 6020s eb e< “arrie Glenn 
a = a Mra. Cynthia Bradiey.........Natalie Hall 
are 4 Bagger 3 poe rom #50. Albert Edward, Prince of 

nev rec ‘. Dena 4b SOCKS whOs 469-48 Morty Woolley 

When Ann died he set forth on — oo toons phase cede ane oot oe 

. : reor rnar BWecccs nston O'Keefe 

ag of those hie oe tg Pago | Sarah Burnside............ Martha Reberts 

e was known and loved by his | Vera Tracy....0000/000000...Shannon Dean 
friends, for Lincoln had the per-. Macy Lou Simmons.........-.++. Eva Paul 
sonali that bound those to him ROP i taee een ae -++++e++Robert Collins 
throughout the years. Much has | iunkey 2) Cucn Victoria. Molty Pearson 
been written about him after he | His Grace, the Archbishop of Canter- 
entered the White House, so that the heen hd tee dade nie tet cit — oe 
average rson may wonder what onson y.. terrae een eereesees rio xto 

t Lady-in-Waiting..........Derothy Johnson 
else coul be revealed, John Drink- | Times Reporter. .....222: Gladstone Waldrip 
water’s fine play on Lincoln was an/ Sun Reporter................ Norman Gray 
eye-opener dramatically, but Sher- | Sribune Reporter......... igs lag mee 

’ toh. w Peccsccresceccge urr (Cranda 
‘wood Ss transcends the English James Caldwell Bradley....... Bruce Evans 
man’s, for it more clearly displays | Union Delagate............. William Foran 
Lincoln’s humaneness, compassion | Clara...................000. Myrtis Jackson 
Th 
: WINNS 50's 00d Uken eee deen s6d% Everett West 
ong — —— th ] errr eee David Showalter 

u r than t, the play e@M-~- | james McNeill Whistler..... Charles Atkin 

phasizes his unhappiness upon being | Perkins....................... Bruce Evans 


elected 
take him 


wards began. 


night. 


to the presidency. On the | David, Grandson of Edward VII...... 
back platform of the train that is to 
from Springfield to Wash- 
ington, with a corps of soldiers 
closely guarding him, Lincoln ex- 
presses his reluctance at leaving his 
neighbors and tells them that with | Vera Deane. 
11 states ready to secede he must 
face the Civil War, which soon after- 

That is the finale, one 
which kept first-nighters lingering 
within the- Plymouth Saturday (15) 


Edward Ryan, Jr. 
Casts of musical portions: 


West, Qrlo Rexford, George Vaughan, Lau- 
rence Siegle, Mertha Burnett. 


Siegel, Annamary Dickey, Mary Hoppel, 





Ralph Bunker, Shirley Dale. Earle Mac- 
Veigh, Myrtis Jackson, Mary Dyer, Everett 


Lanrence 


and highway  terpsichore. 
The curtain rose and fell so | Recite the first line of any Gilbertian 
many times that the count was al- lyric and a chorus picks up the al- 


cessions te hold the team of Gilbert 
and Sullivan under one set of har- 
ness, is deftly narrated. Nigel Bruce 
creates a likeable and sarcastic Gil- 
bert, and John Moore conveys Sulli- 


| van as a sensitive musician who be- 





| 


| 
| 


| 
| 


lieves his talent worthy of finer 
things than the operettas of their 
collaboration. 

Best incident in the play 
scene between the two creators, 
which ends in disagreement and re- 
crimination and the prospect of a 
final break. Natalie Hall, as the 
American Mrs. Bradley, persuades 
Sullivan to glance at the recently 
completed libretto of ‘The Mikado, 
and soon the composer is under the 
spell of the Gilbert lines. From the 
piano come the first notes of a mel- 
ody that soon takes form as “The 
Flowers That Bloom in the Spring.’ 


| The incident is excellently written 
| and acted and quite deserving of the 





Mere mention of the names of Gil- 
|bert and Sullivan to some of the 
| theatre-going public and there fol- 
night applauding four to five min-|!ows usually a mass boxoffice as- 
utes after the play was over, though | Sault featured by handsprings, cart- 
the clock was on the way to mid- | Wheels 


most forgotten and was remindful literative doggeral and carries on to 
of the premiere in this same theatre the final period. There are millions 
|who never hum an ordinary tune, 
‘Lincoln’ is a subdued play, but | but feel qualified to burst into song 


of ‘What Price Glory.’ 


throughout there never seems to be 
a dull moment. It is episodic, stir- 


ring at times in a modulated way. | 


and doubtless the direction by Rice 
is largely to be credited. Handling 
of players is admirable, there bein® 
34 speaking parts programed in addi- 
tion to 18 extra people. Casting is as 
expert as the other elements, but the 
selection of Raymond Massey for the 
Lincoln part was a natural. 

Massey not only looks the part, but 
seems to picture the gangling. awk- 
ward Lincoln to the last detail. As 
an unkempt young man he appears 


strange when contrasted to the well- | 


groomed men of the period, who 
were attracted to the homely coun- 
sellor and never deserted. There 
have been some brilliant perform- 
ances in the past week or two on 
Broadway, but Massey’s Lincoln _ is 


and attempt (with more or less suc- 
cess) any Sullivan melody from 
‘Pinafore,’ ‘Pirates,’ ‘Ruddigore’ and 
‘The Mikado.’ 
| ‘Knights of Song’ is an unabashed 
| plea for Savoyard patronage, and the 
| Gilbert and Sullivan addicts are sure 
| to give it enthusiastic support. It’s 
| an ingenious piece of theatricalism 
|and showmanship, sometimes quite 
| naive in its writing, but it possesses, 
, notwithstanding, a certain reverent 
| feeling towards the masters of lib- 
retto and score and, on the whole, 
;}comprises an evening’s entertain- 
ment which is delightful and satis- 
| fying. 
| Play is a mixture of biographical 
material familiar to Gilbert and Sul- 
livan enthusiasts, and the presenta- 
| tien of a dozen or more musical pas- 
| sages from their most familiar oper- 


spontaneous applause which it re- 
ceived at the first performance. 
Good in support are Reginald Bach 
as Richard D’Oyly Carte; Robert 
Chisholm as Wilde: Winston O’Keefe 
as Shaw, and Charles Atkin as 
Whistler. Rosalind Ivan plays Mrs. 
Gilbert with charm, and Monty 
Woolley makes the Prince a stand- 
out. On the musical side. Miss Hall 
sings delightfully, and the chorus 
abets with spirit and enthusiesm. 
Production and costuming are in 
good taste, and the presentation has 
every chance of attracting a 
nm, 


DANCE NIGHT 


Drama in two acts presented at the Be- 
lasco, N. Y., Oct, 14, ’38, by Robert Rock- 
more; written by Kenyon Nicholson; ataged 
by Lee Strasberg; $3.30 top. 


EF ey errr. Maida Reade 
ee Wa £:6.220a vie eaVege Edward Hodge 
Buss JoWnson.........ceeces: Del Cleveland 


Winfield Stout... 
Homer Diltz..... »-Anthony Dwyer 
Arlene Hooper... ~...-Marian Leach 
Wallace Timaman. ....ccccescte EKewin Mann 


»-Melbourne Ford 











Grover PaxtOs.....0.icccss Charles Mendick 
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With so many young people in 
‘Dance Night,’ the expectation was 
that it would be at least partly gay. 





It proved a long story, though not a 
‘lengthy play, and impressed as a dis- 
tinct in-betweener. 

Among other better things, the 
author collabed 
the boisterous ‘Sailor Beware. 
Where that had a liberal laugh- 
wooing element, there is very little 
in his newest work, tried out last 
spring under the title of ‘June Night.’ 
The show, if getting across, would 
satisfy the urge to act of quite a 
flock of aspiring youthful players and 
because of that show people rooted 
for its success. 

Drama tells a serious story of 
adolescence, unfolded one night in 
June on the veranda of Gantz’s 
‘Grove Dansant’ and the woods 
nearby, a spot in Hunterdon county, 
N. J. Some of the lads and girls in 
their late ’teens have paired off in 





matchless, the top performance of the' ettas. Some of these numbers are! some fashion, but only one of the 


black-out technique | 


more | 


is a} 


in the writing of | 


damsels, Jewel Hendricks, is set for 
matrimony. 

Jewel is very much in iove with 
Hobie Morgan a boy of spirit, the 
toughest thereabouts, who had got- 
ten in wrong. His offense was re- 
taliation for the shooting of his dog 
by Roy Titus, Hobie trying to even 
it up by sniping at the other fel- 
low’s chickens, but wounding him in 
_the arm. For that he was sent to 
the reformatory at Rahway. 


After one year he is paroled, but 
in the interim Jewel's foster mother 
has steered her into an engagement 
to marry Roy, whose folks are 
wealthy. Hobie comes nearby the 
dance and Jewel meets him in the 
| grove, tearfully explaining she aims 

to wed Roy, for that means secur- 

ity. But Jewel has an affair with 
| Hobie, something to remember him 
by, believing she can go ahead with 
| her marriage plans. 

Jewel witnesses a fight between 
the two boys, Roy intentionally 
seeking trouble in the hope that 
Hobie will break his parole. The 
scrap is well steamed up by the 
score or more kids and is supposed 
| to be the big scene of the play, 
|near the finale. Bit later hot-tem- 
|pered Hobie takes a sock without re- 

taliation, declaring to all that he has 
grown up and demonstrating he can 
control his temper. It’s the clincher 
| for Jewel and he gets the girl. 

Story is transparent in that re- 
spect. These are points which may 
|or may not be believable, and one 
| is that fact that every youngster at 
the dance idolizes Hobie, none sym- 
pathizing with Roy. 
| ‘Dance Night’ should mean some- 
| thing for the future of Mary Rolfe, 

a trim little actress who enacts 
| Jewel. She is the product of a dra- 
| matic school, was on tour in ‘Brother 
| Rat,’ this being her first Broadway 
| try. Bert Conway, who plays 

Hobie, is also a drama student, and 
impresses favorably in his first im- 
| portant assignment. Lyle Bettinger, 
| too, is from a school of the drama, 
forte the thankless part of Roy 





| 
| 


auite creditably. Mary Servoss, as 
|the foster mother, and Maida 
Reade, as mistress of the dancehall, 


| players. 
| (Withdrawn Saturday after 


' days, printed for the record). Ibee. 
! -_-_-—— 

Tragedy in three acts (20 acenes), by 
William Shakespeare. Presented by Maurice 
Evans, staged by Margaret Webster, 
scenery and costumes by David Ffolkes, 


incidental music by Lehman Engel. At St. 
James, N. Y., Oct. 12, "38; at $3.30 top. 
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distinguished achievements of mod- 
ern theatrical history. As the first 
uncut ‘Hamlet’ ever offered in New 
York, it is, of course, a milestone of 
the American stage. But more than 
that, it is a courageous enterprise, 
exalted in conception and masterful 
in execution. And it is artistically 
so brilliant that it may prove a com- 
mercial success as well. Here is 
surely great theatre. 

One of the amazing things about 
this full-length ‘Hamlet’ is that it is 
not only more comprehensible than 
the edited versions, but also more 
entertaining. Here at last is a fully- 
rounded ‘Hamlet,’ dramatically bal- 
anced, lucid in characterization and 
overpowering in its tragedy. It is 
no longer a schoolbook exercise to 
agonize grubby urchins, 
celebre for scholars and antiquarians, 
nor even a star vehicle. Instead, it 
is what it must have been originally: 
an adult, headlong, passionate, spec- 
tacular and exciting drama. In short, 
it is a thrilling show. 

In its unabridged form, ‘Hamlet’ 
runs about three and three-quarter 
hours actual playing time, or about 
four a half hours elapsed time, in- 
cluding. a half-hour intermission for 
dinner. That extended playing time, 
plus the dinner complication, is 
bound to be a box office handicap. 
It not only requires the playgoer to 
get to the theatre two hours earlier 
than regularly, but it limits the per- 
formances to seven a week (includ- 
ing a short one). At a $3.30 top, that 
| slices the weekly gross by nearly 
$3,000. In this case, ‘Hamlet’ can 
gross just a trifle over $20,000 a week, 
which doesn’t allow too much mar- 
gin for such a lavish production. In 
addition, unless superbly played, 

(Continued on page 55) 








This production is one of the most ! 





| Alexis Bolan, Eddie Heisler, 


PLAY OUT-OF-TOWN 
LEAVE IT TO ME 


New Haven, Oct. 15. 


Musical comedy in two acts, 17 scenes 
by Bella and Samuel Spewack. William 
Gaxten and Victor Moere starred; Sophie 
Tucker and Tamara featured. Presenied 
by Vinton Freediey. Music and tyrics hy 
Cole Perter; staged by Samuel Spewack 
dances and ensembies by Robert Alton. 
sets by Albert Johnson. At Shubert. New 
Haven, Oct. 13-15, '38; $3.30 top. 

Principals: Wiltiam Gaxton, Victor Moore 
Sophie Tucker, Tamara, Mary Martin, Ed. 
ward H. Robins, George Tobias, Dean Carle 
ton, Alexander Asro, 

Balance of cast: Ruth Bond, FPeverly 
Hosier, William Lilling, Walter Monroe 
April, Mildred Chenaval, Ruth Daye, Au- 
drey Palmer, Kay Picture, Chet Bree. 
George E. Mack, Walter Armin, James W. 
Carr, Gene Kelly, Maurice Kelly. Rov 
Ross, Jack Seymour, Jack Stanton, Walher 
B. Long, Jr., Joseph Kallini, Hans H insen 
Ivan Ismailov, Peter Lopouhin, John Eliot, 
John Panter, Michael Forbes, Thomas Ja. 
folle, Don Cortez, J. Colville Dunn, Charles 
Campbell, Eugene Sigaloff, Stanton Bier, 
Monica Bane 


nister, Betty Douglas, Adele Jergens. Kuih 


| Joseph, Viva Selwood, Frances Tannehi! 
Evelyn Bonefine, Vickie Belling, Dorothy 
Benson, Pearl Harris, Derothea Jackson, 
Nancy Lee, June LeRoy, Evelyn Moser, 
Mary Ann Parker, Barbara Pond. Jean 
Scott, Lawrie Shevlin, Zynald Spencer, 


Marie Vanneman, Marie Vauchan. 

Vinton Freeley’s musical produc- 
tion of ‘Clear All Wires’ opened here 
with good hit prospects. Show is in 


| fairly good shape now, with plenty 
| of material on hand, and should be 
| moulded into click entertainment by 


| 


two, 





| 





a cause | 





| peka, 


the time it hits the New York Im- 
perial Nov. 2. Book, score and dance 


routines are spread about evenly 
through the production, with terp 
angle, if anything, predominating. 
Play employs somewhat the ‘Of 
Thee I Sing’ technique, being polit- 
ical in nature, and again features 
Victor Moore in a tynical slow-think- 
ing role. In its present state, show 
gives most of the comedy breaks to 
Moore and has shortage of material 
for Gaxton, making the latter appear 
almost in the light of a stooge. Piece 


| has some e ‘ough s -er- 
are the best of the more mature | pretty rough stuff for cer 


tain elements to swallow, such as 
planting a boot in a Nazi ambassa- 
dor’s midsection, hissing of certain 
other ambassadors and a _ general 
lack of respect for foreign diplomats. 


Production goes heavy on cast 
numbers and in this respect draws 
its greatest appeal from ensembles, 
both singing and dancing. There’s a 
sock terp routine early in the show 
that builds up to a smash finish. In 
stanza two, Sophie Tucker takes the 
company through a punchy song- 
and-dance setup* that crowds full 
stage with plenty of action. Soph, 
incidentally, carries the shows 
heaviest singing assignment well, 
with three discreetly-spaced singles. 
plus a duet with Moore. 

Moore grabs off every opportunity 
to put across his characterization of 
a U. S. ambassador to Moscow, who 
never wanted the job anyway and 
got it because ‘somebody in Wash- 
ington didn’t like him.’ Comedian 
scores heavily with a nostalgic solo, 
‘I Want to Go Home.’ Gaxton is 
given a lot of work to do in this 
show, but not enough of it offers 
opportunities for this lad to sell him- 
self as he has done in previous pro- 
ductions. A potential hit tune, ‘Far, 
Far Away,’ is handled by Gaxton 
and Tamara so briefly it has no 
chance to register with the audience. 
Tamara, a bit thin on the pipes, over- 
came opening night nervousness at a 
later performance and subsequently 
showed to better advantage. 

Standouts among supporting enter- 
tainers are dance specialties by April 
and Walter B. Long, Jr.; a couple of 
knockout solos by Mary Martin, 
making her musical debut, including 
a Siberian strip-tease number; en- 
semble work of a quintet of lookers 
(April, Kay Picture, Audrey Palmer, 
Ruth Daye, Mildred Chenaval) por- 
traying Sophie Tucker's five daugh- 
ters. Miss Martin, a Claudette Col- 
bert type, registers also. 

Score is generally pleasing, with 
a potential hit tune in ‘From Now 
On.’ Others due for popularity are 
‘Most Gentlemen Don’t Like Love,’ 
‘My Heart Belongs to Daddy,’ ‘Far, 
Far Away’ and “Tomorrow.” Peculiar 
situation has one of the sweeter 
tunes, ‘I Want to Go Home,’ delive 
ered as a comedy number, with the 
result that much of its musical value 
is lost to the audience. ‘Get Out 
of Town’ rates among the lovelier 
types of melody. 

Authors have worked up a good 
comedy plot based on the efforts of 
Alonzo P. Goodhue (Victor Moore) 
to get out of his job as ambassador 
to Moscow because he preferred the 
simple life of his home town of To- 
Kansas. His wife (Sophie 
Tucker) is sore because they got 
Moscow instead of London and 
blames it all on the fact that she has 
only five children, while the Ken- 
nedys have nine. Buckley Joyce 
Thomas (William Gaxton), Paris 
correspondent of the Chicago World- 
Tribune, offers to help Goodhue get 
recalled by writing insulting speeches 
for him, having him kick the Nazi 
ambassador amidships and even tak- 
ing a pot shot at a Russian noble- 
man, but everything Alonzo tries to 
do wrong turns out right and he be- 
comes an international hero. Finally 
gets recalled by offering a peace plan 


| that would inter-marry all nation- 


eliminate wars. 
Bone. 
{. 


alities and thus 


is 
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Plus Tilt in Commish, Agents Now 
Ask Equity to Revise Permit System 


|W. H. WRIGHT DIES 
IN NEW YORK AT 72 








With legit casting agents in New 
York hopeful that Equity will favor- 
ably act on suggestions to increase 
commissions, indications are that if 
the council is receptive Sy geti will William H. Wright, 72, long in the 
total has mulled the committee’s re- | Many stock companies in the middle 
port on the agents appeal, after the | west, died in New York last Wednes- 
latter claimed that all have been| day (12) and was buried in the Ac- 
operating in the red. Report was tors Fund plot at Kensico Saturday 


that of a combined committee of 
Equity people and casters. At least (15). One of the most colorful men 


one of the former contingent favored | in show business, as company man- 
concessions and it is also claimed | ager and agent, he was also closely 
that a number of the councillors are | associated with one time toppers, 
likewise so inclined. | including A. L. Erlanger, George 
In seeking Equity’s nod for a boost | Tyler and George Broadhurst. 
from five to 10% commissions, on the Broadhurst was inspired to write 
ground that the lower rate is inade- | “The Wrong Mr. Wright’ by Wright, 
quate, the agents also believe that | 4nd the latter followed suit with a 
the permit system is obsolete and | play called ‘The Country Editor,’ 

















- 








have asked that it be revised. In- 
stead of three classifications, they 
seek one general working arrange- 
ment for all. 

Present system calls for a number 
one or personal representative per- 
mit, holder getting 10% for the run 
of the play or other engagements, 
but stipulates that the agent guar- 
antee the actor 20 weeks per season. 
In between permit calls for 5% 
for the run of the play, 
vided the agent personally intro- 
duces the player to the manager and 
arranges the contract and that the 
salary be at least $125 weekly. 
Third type of permit calls for a 
straight 5% commish for 10 weeks, 
agent not making the personal con- 
tact for the player. 

Same Minimum 


Casters point out that the mini- 
mum for the highest type of permit 
is $100 and that the same figure 
should be set by the proposed new 
permit covering the field, although 
leading agents will handle people 
who do not command more than 
that level. 

Agents contend that the 20-week 
guarantee, which also stipulates that 
the actor receive salary that aver- 
ages his earnings for three years 
prior to the tie-up with the caster, 
has rarely been made in recent sea- 
sons. They ask Equity to reduce 
the guarantee period to 10 weeks, 
same including engagements in radio, 
niteries or any other amusement 
field secured for the player. Agents 
concede that a caster should be re- 
quired to guarantee 10 weeks in or- 
der to qualify. 

Officials at Equity do not seem to 
agree with the council people re- 
ported in favor of the agency con- 
cessions. They prefer to see the 
retention of the agency system 
as is, with 5% commission apply- 
ing to mose engagements. Argu- 
ment is that the agents readily col- 
lect 10% for so-called outside en- 
gagements including radio, pictures 
and clubs and thereby should do well 
enough without tilting on the legit 
engagements. From the Coast, how- 
ever, it is reported that the Screen 
Actors Guild wants to reduce com- 
missions to 5%. 


CASTING STARTS ON 
30-YEAR CAVALCADE 


Although the second act is incom- 
plete, casting is starting on Moss 
Hart and George S. Kaufman's his- 
torical calvacade, which will be pre- 
sented in the Center, Radio City, 
late in the fall. Drama, which has 
not been titled, will cover a 50-year 
period. Deal for the presentation 
Was signatured last week by Sam H. 
Harris and the authors, who will be 
in on the production, and Kenneth 
Hyatt, acting for the Rockefellers. 
Stated latter will not be in on the 
financing, 

Harris’ press department is al- 
ready taking quarters in the Center, 
with John Peter Toohey in charge. 


Litie’s Preem Set 


London, Oct. 11. 

Noel Coward’s new play, destined 
for New York with Beatrice Lillie, 
opens in Boston, Dec. 26. 
tion, he is taking over the ‘fish’ man, 
Richard Hadyn, who has scored so 
Strongly in ‘Nine Sharp,’ in broad- 
Casting and cabarets. 

Coward show, as yet untitled, will 
ave an all-English cast. 














pro- | 


In addi- | 


| the former author-manager having 
| once published a small town news- 
|; paper, Wright handled the lecture 
| tours of the late Robert Ingersoll, 
| the agnostic who attracted consider- 
able attention in the 90’s. He man- 
aged or agented many shows for 
Klaw & Erlanger, and was back with 
‘Everywoman,’ H. W. Savage hit. 

At one time he had 15 stock com- 
panies, mostly spotted in the Michi- 
gan string of theatres then known 
|as the Butterfield Circuit. At the 
| peak of such activities, he was known 
ito have paid actors salaries in ex- 
| cess of $750,000 in one season, con- 
sidered exceptional for stock. 

Wright frequently talked about 
players who were developed in his 
stocks, particularly Carole Lombard, 
who came to him as Jane Peterson 
of Indianapolis. Pat O’Brien also 
with no experience, joined one of his 
companies at Benton Harbor, coming 
by boat from Milwaukee and land- 
ing broke, then sitting in the ark 
throughout the night. Wright also 
mentioned a number of actors now 
in Hollywood as directors, or other 
studio berths. 


‘Legend Cast 
Takes Cut; ‘Life 
Goes Part Co-Op 


Downward salary revisions have 
been made for two shows on Broad- 
way, they being ‘Missouri Legend,’ 
Empire, and ‘What a Life,’ Biltmore. 
Latter attraction, which has been 
running for six months, is now on 
a sharing basis. Cast is guaranteed 
the Equity minimum of $40 and, if a 
profit is made, all share pro rata. 
George Abbott, the producer of 
‘Life,’ assumes any losses, if sus- 
tained. 

‘Life’ was announced'to close two 
weeks ago, but continued under the 
sharing plan. Equity does not regard 
the arrangement as a cut in salaries 
because of the possibility of shar- 
ing in the profits, and did not re- 
quire the management nor players to 
appear before the cuts board. 

‘Legend,’ while well regarded at 
the premiere, dropped after a fairly 
good first week. Players agreed to 
take a cut, show being guaranteed 
for two weeks. Pla: can break even 
at $7,200, but dropped under the 
level. Should it exceed that figure, 
full salaries will apply. 


John Shubert No Dice 
As Company Manager 

















application for membership in Com- 
pany Managers, the admissions com- 
mittee holding it up because his 
qualifications as a company manager 
were questioned and it is indicated 
that he will not secure a card. Young 
Shubert has been 





sicals produced under J. J.’s di- 


rection. 


| the managerial end of ‘You Never 


John Shubert, son of J. J., filed an | 
lover a seven-hour period. Absence 


| false starts, the first ‘monster benefit’ 
|for the Stage Relief Fund looks to 


| be its last. 
|activities to Sunday night benefit 


| 











concerned with | 
back stage activities of several mu- 


Currently his name is linked with | 


CORNELL’S ‘HEROD’ GETS 
ONLY 4 DAYS IN PITT 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 

Originally booked for full week’s 
engagement at Nixon, Katharine Cor- 
nell will play only four days here 
next week in ‘Herod and Mariamne.’ 
Show preems locally. Customary 
opening in Pittsburgh is Monday, 
then actress-manager set it back until 
Tuesday and over week-end an- 
;nounced she wouldn’t get underway 
| until Wednesday (26). She'll do reg- 
lular two mats, however, shoving 
| Wednesday’s back to Thursday. 

‘Herod’ is a heavy show, and Miss 
Cornell wanted more time to set and 
|rehearse it here. Company hits town 
|Sunday (22) and will spend four days 
| in intensive dress rehearsals. Plays 
four additional weeks on road, and 
then goes to New York for engage- 
| ment she’s limiting to two and a half 
months in order to do at least one 
more new show this season. 


STAGE RELIEF'S 
BENEFIT A 
FIASCO 


Literally a day and night of 








} 
j 








Formerly confining its 


legit performances, Fund was pro- 
moted into an outdoor show that 
proved a fiasco Sunday (16) on the 
grounds of the New York World’s 
Fair. It was a total loss of time, 
money and effort for the Fund and 
the Fair. 

Misadvertised and miscarried, stunt 
made money for none and ill feel- 
ing for all concerned. The only 
showmanly touch was the Long Is- 
land Railroad’s barker at the east- 
ern subway exit shilling for the 
adjacent line. 

Dave and Frank Behrends and 
George Clarke, p.a., promoted. 
Dwight Deere Wiman and John 
Golden assisted in handling, from 


League Starts Policing Ticket Code, 
2 Gum-Shoers Checking Agencies 
‘Hellz’ Staff Called on Carpet 


League of New York Theatres, as- | agers present, in addition to some 
signed with the enforcement of the | Proxics, expressed satisfaction with 
saket Galle | the code. It was brought out that 

nigttes ‘ |} one regulation in effect is that if a 








has started policing 


aptoneatianed on violations. 


used are not revealed and at present 
| there are two persons on the job un- 


| der salary, with some volunteers in- 
| dicated. Stated that more people 
will be placed on the policing job. 

Code is being discussed plenty by 
agcrcy people and box office staffs, 
the consenstis of opinion being op- 
posed to the control system. That 
was expected by the managers and 
those in favor of the code. Ciaimed 
by brokers that when they sell their 
allotments, further transactions are 
out since no profit can be made if 
securing extra tickets from other 
agencies. Result is that they are 
losing last-minute customers, patrons 
who have long donc business with 
them. Most agencies are ‘careful 
about selling tickets to unauthorized 
agencies, but a certai.. amount of 
bootlegging is concedea. 

Managers Satisfied 


agencies and possibly theatres on a! manager is interested in an agency 
Methods | 


he must make it known to the 
league. Suggested that if an agency 


lis interested in a show that should 


similarly be checked. Case in point 
was the Tyson agency, of which 
Harry Kaufman is a partner. He, 
too, being interested in ‘Hellzapop- 
pin.” Ticket man, in answer to an 
implication that his agency was 


| pushing the ticket sale for the show, 


| 


declared that was untrue, pointing 
out that the revue did not need such 
activity because of the sell-out busi- 
ness. 

Reported, however, that one of the 
46th street theatre box office staff 
that houses the shov’ was called in 
by James F. Reilly, secretary of the 
league, after a complaint that pre- 
ferred tickets could not be obtained 
for ‘Hellz.’ Inference was that 25% 
of th: tickets were not held at the 
box office for direct sale. Treasurer 
stated that tickets were sold at the 
direction of the management, spe- 
cifically the Shuberts. The detail of 


At a meeting of the league last | ooge enforcement appears to have 


week it was stated that all 15 man- 








the Fund end. 


Promoters claim about $2,000 was | 


dropped. There was no net yield to 
the stage Relief Fund. Expenses for 
lights, fixtures, power, construction 
of stage and booths, advertising and 
publicity, rain insurance and p.a. sys- 
tem cut in so heavily that the ad- 
vertised show had to be cut to the 
bone. Stated that 8,500 admissions 
were clocked at the combo ump- 
teenth preview of the Fair that 
proved unfair. Promoters claim 
they got no co-operation and plenty 
of arrogance from Fair officials who 
had made the deal for the grounds 
direct with the Fund. Promoters, 
in turn, gave little to spectators who 
were ballyed with such lines as ‘all 
the stars,’ ‘continuous performance,’ 
etc., none of which they got for 
a nick of 35c for kids to as high as 
$10. The so-called ‘Big Show,’ 
skedded for one of halls, was also 
omitted because of expense. Same 
hall only housed a bingo game. 
There seemed to be more than a 
charitable interest in that section 
of the Fair by some of ‘officials’ 
who used shill methods to get rub- 
bernecks inside, and misrepresenta- 
tion to keep them there. Business 
of telling crowd that stars would 
soon arrive at the hall (using 
names) was stopped by Alan Corelli 
of the Theatre Authority, benefit 
clearing house. Incidentally, Fund 
show had no clearance from T. A. 
No Star Talent 

A last minute SOS resulted in 
some small time sight acts showing 
up in place of stars. Kitty Carlisle 
(took a bow), Fred Stone and Olsen 
and Johnson were only other legit- 
ers present. Radio and films were 
without representation. Total of 
about 15 acts and solo performers 
had to be stretched into five shows, 





of any lighting for stage called a 
halt at 6:30 p. m. to whatever else 
could have been induced to take 
the stage. P.a. system was inade- | 
quate, seating very limited with bet- 
ter than two-thirds standing. 

Fred Stone, John Golden, Audrey | 
Kargere, Lucy Monroe, Olsen and | 
Johnson, Mioler and Janette, Dude | 


Wranglers, Hoey’ Sisters, Jerry 
| Mann, Lucille Johnson, Marshall | 
Mortgomery, Al Waldman, Joe! 


| Know,’ Winter Garden, N. Y., billing | 


| being ‘Messers Shubert in associa- 
!tion with John Shubert Present,’ 
' show’s title then following. 


‘Lightnin’ Jam 
On Press Comps 


Riles Drama Eds 


——_—_— 


Outlying newspaper people were 
riled plenty over invitations to 
‘Lightnin’, at the Golden, N. Y., 
when calling at the theatre and be- 
ing told there were no seats remain- 


ing. It appears that the manage- 
ment ordered undated cards of ad- 


mission sent to the drama desks of 
all small publications in the metro- 


politan district, and 700 were mailed 
out, © 

The comps called for two tickets 
each over a period of four days. 
First night about 50 were turned in, 
with 100 coming the second night 
but most of the remainder applying 
on the final evening. Nat Dorfman, 
press agent for the John Golden at- 
traction, was in a quandary and 
spotted many applicants who made 
the trip into town from considerable 
distances in other attractions. 

Understood the p.a. was opposed 
to distributing undated cards of ad- 
mission, fearing such a situation as 
arose. Dorfman, who has been on 
friendly terms with the outlying 
papers for many years, apologized by 
mail, offering to fill ticket requests 
on specific dates. 


Socialite Wrights May 
Go Backwoods in New 
‘Pillow Puncher’ Musical 


Cobina Wright, Sr., and- possibly 
Cobina, Jr., socialite entertainers, 
may be in ‘Pillow Puncher,’ new 
Broadway musical for later this sea- 
son, which Marjorie Fielding, with 
her husband, Charles Barnes, co- 
composed with Harold Orlob. Latter 


will produce. Book is by Grace John- 
son, who is in charge of entertain- 
ment at Yellowstone Park, and that 
constitutes the background of the 
new musical. 

The U. S. insists that all forestry 





| employees at Yellowstone must lit- 


erally double in brass—be collegiate 
guides and also be capable of mak- 


ing their own funfests in their leisure | 


been placed in the hands of Reilly, 


| althouszh a committee is supposed to 


| 


| 


| 





have that assignment. 
Agencies Paying Levy 
The 3% cents levy on each ticket 


| is now being paid by agencies to the 


league as required, the actual amount 
for the first three weeks not being 
disclosed. It is close to 2 propor- 
tionate share of the estimate, how- 
ever, Figured that agencies sell 750,- 
000 tickets annually, which would 
give the league’s enforcement com- 
mittee slightly over $22,000 annually. 
Coin is to be used mostly for polic- 
ing, which is the burn-up to the 
agencies. 

Some theatres remain on the out- 
side, managements refusing to join 
the league. Included is the St. 
James, which opened last week with 
‘Famlet,’ show getting glowing no- 
tices. Agencies are in a quandary 
on what to do about ticket calls for 
the show. Some are guarding 
against possible law suits by the 
house management and clerks have 
been instructed not to state that 
tickets for the attraction are not 
being sold. Understood that ‘Ham- 
let’ tickets are around, however. 
One broker is taking orders, un- 
able to decide whether they can be 
filled or not. : 

Officers Re-elected 

League meeting was partly de- 
voted to the annual election, the 
same officers bejng renamed, while 
two new members were placed on 
the board. Idea is to have the board 
of 14 equally divided, seven being 
producers and seven being theatre 
owners or operators. It was dis- 
cerned, however, that some elected 
are both producers and house opera- 
tors. 

One of the principal proponents 
of the code, Brock Pemberton, who 
produced ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye’ 
(Miller, N. Y.), inserted extra space 
ads in Monday’s dailies headed ‘How 
to Buy Hit Tickets.’ Manager pc:at- 
ed out that those who prefer to buy 
tickets from a broker may do so at 
75e ove1 the box office price, but 
if the broker asks for more ‘please 
report the fact to me.” Ad concludes 
with suggestion that, by ordering 
well in advance, seats in any row for 
any performance may be secured for 
any performance, ‘including the pe- 
riod of the World’s Fair.’ Play is a 
click, and is figured to run through 
the season, 





Colt’s Piayers on Tour 


Indianapolis, Oct. 18. 
Jitney Players, managed by Ethel 
| Barrymore Colt, began its national 
|tour at Ball State Teachers’ Colleze 
in Muncie, Ind., last Wednesday 








time, through home-staged shows,! (12), where they presented ‘Both 


since the forestry staff is so far re- 
moved from other entertainment. 
The younger Cobina Wright 


Your Houses.’ 
Thursday they took buses to Ma- 


is | rion, O., to do a matinee of ‘Rip Van 


presently slated for a new Broadway | Winkle,’ and evening performance of 


| show, hence the uncertainty of get- | ‘End of Summer.’ 
| Wong, Hughey Fitz, Frank Parish| ting her. Richard Cromwell, from | to Notre Dame at South Bend to put 


Friday*they went 


and Ben Nelson’s and Jules Lenz-/| pictures, and Grace and Ray Mac- on ‘—and for Yale,’ collegiate com- 


(Continued on page 52) 


| Donald are other cast potentials. 
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Broun Blasts Blasters 








(Continued from page 47) 
which Broun heads. He wrote un- 


der his columnar head ‘It Seems to 


Me’: 

You might not mind so much if 
your sister married one of them, 
and two or three asked in afier 
dinner would not for a certainty 
spoil the party, but taken as a 
group the dramatic critics of New 
York are so much suet pudding. 

It really isn’t safe to trust an 
art to the judgment of a body 
which every other year goes out 
and votes a prize to Maxwell An- 
derson. This may be the bitter- 
ness of an old man who once was 
privileged to touch the hem of 
William Winter’s mantle and to 
catch the epigrams of Alexander 
Woollcott as he delivered them in 
person. It is true, Your Worship, 
that I have seen better days, and 
did not always press my nose 
against the pane of passing 
limousines in an effort to find 
someone to buy my violence. 

Possibly the fault lies not with 
the present generation but with 
the very nature of the craft of 
criticism. Though you deal him 
from the top of the deck or the 





Broun’s Rave 





Heywood Broun, although he 
smacked the critics last week, 
reverted to type and his yester- 
day’s (Tuesday) column was a 
rave over ‘Abe Lincoln in 
Illinois... John Mason Brown 
(Post), hammered the play but 
Broun said, ‘It is the great 
American drama. And it is the 
finest piece of propaganda ever 
to come into our theatre. Bob 
Sherwood did not write to lay 
a wreath at the tomb of the 
mighty dead. This is the tale. 
of days which are gone but 
also of days which are to come. 


Here is the living Lincoln 
whose soul goes marching 
OR .5% 


Column was somewhat longer 
than his usual daily contribu- 


of Little Audrey. It was Little 
Audrey, wasn’t it, who thought 
that Rex Beach was a summer re- 
sort? Well, I know a critic who 
thinks that Clare Boothe is a 
dramatist. 


Modern criticism is 
without being generous, It neither 
burns nor blesses. Indeed, most 
of the reviews are written in the 
mood which Percy Hammond once 
described as ‘praising with faint 
damns.’ The theatre can be killed 
by ‘yes men’ and maimed by those 
who must say ‘No.’ But the cruel- 
est and most lingering death to 
which the stage can be exposed is 
to pinion it upon an ant heap and 
leave it to the attrition of ‘yes and 
no.” 


| | 


indulgent 


The theatre can give out emo- 
tion only when it faces those 
capable of receiving it or of 
chucking it back. There should be 
a brick wall behind the stage and 
not in front of the footlights. Let 
the boys bring either bombs or 
bouquets. Not even a ‘Fabulous 
Invalid’ can long survive the 
ministrations of the man with the 
feather duster.’ 


| 
| 


} 
} 


! 


Critics Knew Broun 


Most of the critics have known, 
Broun ovef a period of years and | 
| they say that he is probably up to 
his ‘old tricks’ of column-filling. Re- 
| called that when on the World he 
| would spring some pointed comment 
| that would excite enough response 
through the mail from readers to 
supply source material for several 
days. For instance, he once wrote 
| that all people of a certain race were 
|cowards and bingo came scathing 
replies, which he used as he wished. 
That is why nearly all the critics 
were amused and said they wouldn’t 
even blush, much less give Broun 
| material to make his columning easy 
| for a spell. 

The reference to Clare Boothe may 
be a bit of pique, since a character | 
in her new hit, ‘Kiss the Boys Good- 
bye,’ Miller, N. Y., was recognized 
|as caricaturing Broun. Woollicott 
| was a former critic, too, withdrawing 








tion. 





' 


} 


' to become an author of books, actor 
and radio personality. 








bottom, the critic remains a 
kibitzer. One need not be a hen 
to know. good eggs from bad, but 
things enter into the philosophy of 
an omelet which are never dreamt 
of by the man who downs it. 


Just Try It on Him 


The cry of the critic is that he 
wants novelty in the theatre, but 
he will slap down any author who 
utters a sudden boo in his good 
ear. Look how little he did for 
*The Cradle Will Rock.’ The ex- 
planation lies somewhere within 
the works of Sigmund Freud and 
Karl Marx. I’m not sure which 
one of these sages said it, but no 
man can associate with stuffed 
shirts over a period of seasons 
without coming to take on some- 
thing of the outward manifesta-. 
tions and the inner spirit of the 
species. I defy any stranger at a 
first night to distinguish the tired 
business men from the critics. 

During the first intermission of 
the first show of the new theatrical 
year I ran into a reviewer. He 
yawned and said, ‘How I wish the 
season was over!’ 

Anybody who knew the poor 
fellow’s background could not 
possibly blame him. He had just 
returned to town after a summer 
spent in lecturing to women’s 
clubs on ‘The Development of the 
American Drama.” There are 

, those, I understand, who find this 
column dull, but I only wish they 
could have caught a load of it in 
my chicken salad days when I, too, 
was engaged in carrying culture 
to Columbus. It embitters the 
mind. And it isn’t the sleever 
jumps so much as the old ladies 
who say, “Tell me honestly, what 
is Tallulah ‘ Bankhead like in 
private?’ 

Alse Soft-Hearted 


Not for a moment would I sug- 
gest that the critics of today are 
cruel sophisticates. On the con- 
trary, their approach to an art 
form has all the naive cheerfulness 


One: critic did mention that as a 
columnist Broun is a pretty good 
' actor, that meaning his appearance 
| in ‘Shoot the Works,’ a revue which 
| he bankrolled some seasons ago. 
‘Reference to Maxwell Anderson, who 
formerly wrote editorials on the 
World, may be somewhat personal, 
but the Critics Circle did vote in 
Anderson’s ‘Winterset’ and ‘High 
Tor’ on successive seasons. Press 
on ‘The Cradle Will Rock’ was favor- 
able, but the attraction did little bet-. 
ter than break even. 


"9 Dee Ou 


There were three fast flops on | 
| Broadway last week, all drawing an 
| adverse press. ‘Dance Night,’ which 
‘Opened at the Belasco Friday (14), 











| Frances Farmer), Plymouth, Boston. | 


head), Selwyn, Chicago. 


burgh. 


LINCOLN’ OK $6,500 





Current Road Shows 


(Week of Oct. 17) 
‘Amphitryon’—‘Sea Gull’ (Lunt and 


TMAT, LEAGUE 
SET SCALE FOR 
3 CITIES 


Committee from the Theatrical 
Managers, Agents & Treasurers 
| union and the labor committee of 


Shows in Rehearsal 


‘Lorelei'—Richard Aldrich. 








Fontanne ), Chestnut St., Philadel- The Gitasbergs’—Vin- 
an ton Freedley 

‘Behind Red Lights,’ Werba, Brook- : - 
lyn. ‘Beys From Syracuse’— 


George Abbott. 

‘Run, Sheep, Run’—Blackwell 
and Curtis. 

‘Herod and Mariamne’—Kath- 
arine Cornell, 

‘Waltz in Geese Step’— 
—Julien Chaqueneau, 


‘Blossom Time,’ Grand, Chicago. 

‘Candida’ (Ann Harding), Biltmore, 
Los Angeles. 

‘Circle,’ (Grace George), Queens- 
boro, Elmhurst, L. I. 6). 

‘Golden Boy’ (Luther 








Adler- 


‘Great Lady’ (Tullio Carminati- | 


Irene Bordoni-Norma Terris), For- ‘Too Much Johnson’—Mer- the League of New York theatres 
rest, Philadelphia. )f. cury. | have agreed on out-of-town pay in 
‘I Am Different’ (Tallulah Bank- *‘Danton’s Death’—Mercury. 


three out-of-town cities. Those con- 
cerned are house managers and box- 
office staffs who are reported getting 
comparably the same scale as in New 
York. Reason given was that some 
stands have short ‘seasons, or fre- 


quent dark weeks. However, scale 
in Philadelphia, which was agreed 
on some time ago, is virtually the 
Same as Broadway and TMAT has 
used it as a precedent. 
Scales for Pittsburgh, Los Angeles 
and Cincinnati were arranged last 
week, but the committees are at odds 
| over Boston, while local groups in 
Baltimore and Washington have not 
| signified their ideas on salaries. 
Complaint was made that the Shu- 
berts had placed a number of their 
Nixon has its actual getaway cur-/ office staff in house managerships, 
rently, with ‘Of Mice and Men’ | including a booker and a play reader. 
—- gl vege as es — | They were accepted for membership 
rig rom is point on right! : » 4 
through to holidays, with ‘Herod and | rao er hw iar ~ Roamgy wate 
Miriamne,’ ‘I’d Rather Be Right,’ a exp : 
‘Whiteoaks,” ‘Amphitryon 38’ and /| 
‘Golden Boy’ following in the order 
named. 
Estimate for Last Week | 
‘Blossom Time’ (Nixon; 2,100; | 
$2.20). Too many visits for this one 
| and it’s just about worn out its wel- 
come. New blood injected this time, 
IN 4 BALTO SHOWS | however, in person of Everett Mar- 
| shall, and that’s the only thing that 
|gave aging operetta a moderate 
Baltimore, Oct. 18. | break. Little better than $8,000 and 
Town’s belated season of legit got| there’s no balm in that for a new 
underway last week, with bullish do-| seaon on heels of previous $7,300 
ings marking openings of both ‘Abra- | with ‘You Can’t Take It With -You.’ 


ham Lincoln in Illinois,’ at Ford’s,' — — 
* . 
Inside Stufl—Legit 


and ‘Window Shopping,’ at the indie | 
booked, Maryland. Lincoln opus, in| 
for only four shows, built strongly | 
with s.r.o. for closing night (Wed.). 
Rave notices and quickly spreading | 
comment started steady march on| 
b.c., with regrets all around that 
booking didn’t run for entire week.| Charles Collins, former dramatic critic now writing the column ‘A Line 
‘Window Shopping,’ with George © Type or Two’ in the Chicago Tribune, ventured in last Wednesday's 
| ee ae te wanes Chee contribution to observe: ‘Perhaps the neglected drama is coming to its 
drama crick of loeal News-Post. and| °W" after the seven lean years’ (in the Loop). The comment concerned 
Louis Shecter, also local, opened big | the draw of ‘Susan and God,’ at the Harris, and he wrote that one disap- 
and held up solidly throughout week. | pointed patron turned from the boxoffice and remarked: ‘Apparently you've 
Ethel Barrymore’s ‘White Oaks’ is| got to talk to God before you can see Susan.” 

Claimed that the advance sale is something of a record for the Chicago 
house, columnist crediting John Golden, whom he said had been ‘fertilizing’ 
the road with ‘Susan’ publicity for nearly a year, also mentioning national 

A Sieosee * te . SR salesmanship. John Pollock, former Orpheum Circuit press head, is chief 
Ford’s (half week) (1,900; $2.78), |? for ‘Susan. 
bag gg ol gee ‘Man of the Year,’ contributed by the colored contingent in ‘Sing Out 
steadily building biz to complete sell- | the News,’ which is the most animated number in the revue, clicked so 











‘T’d Rather Be Right’ (George M. 
Cohan), National, Washington. 

‘Leave It to Me,’ Shubert, Boston. 

‘Madame Capet’ (Eva Le Gallienne), 
Locust St., Philadelphia. 

‘Of Mice and Men,’ Nixon. 


‘BLOSSOM’ IN PITT 
FADES TO $8,000) 


Pittsburgh, Oct. 18. 

Second week of legit season here 
found the brakes still on. ‘Blossom 
Time,’ coming into Nixon right on 
heels of ‘You Can’t Take It With 
| You,’ failed to turn on steam neces- 
sary to start a new year properly, 
and operetta, playing its ‘upteenth 
visit here, floundered around to me- 
diocre $8,000. Started off terribly, 
but picked up slightly at the finish, 
balcony selling big on Everett Mar- 
shall’s draw, but more expensive 
pews going begging. 


Pitts- 





‘Pins and Needles,’ American, St. 
Louis (16). 

‘Shadow and Substance’ (Sir Cedric 
Hardwicke), Wilbur, Boston. 

‘Soliloquy,’ Curran, San Francisco. 

‘Susan and God’ (Gertrude Law- 
rence), Harris, Chicago. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ Playhouse, Middle- 
town, N. Y. (17-19); Playhouse, Wil- 
mington, Del. (20-22). 

‘What a Life,’ Royal Alexandria, 
Toronto. 

*‘Whiteoaks’ (Ethel Barrymore), 
Shubert, New Haven (17-19); Ford’s, 
Baltimore (20-22). 

‘Women,’ Hanna, Cleveland. 

‘Yankee Fable’ (Ina Claire), 
lonial, Boston (18). 

‘You Can't Take It With Yeu,’ Cass, 
Detroit (16). 





Co- 





Pro-Am Stock 


Permission was granted a stock 
operated at Short Hills, N. J., for 
the use of amateurs who will ap- 
pear with professionals. Manage- 
ment explained it wished to fill out 
casts from among local highschool 
students. 

Otherwise regular Equity condi- 
tions as to pay and performances 
are observed. 

















— 





in at Ford’s for last half of this week, 
with ‘Tobacco Road’ slated for third 
return week, Oct. 24, at same house. 


Estimates for Last Week 








out closing night (Wed.) and strong | strongly last Wednesday night (12) that it actually stopped the show. 


$6,500 in the till. . | Following skit started with Philip Loeb impersonating Groucho Marx as 
(1,750. $222) cp lle gages president, but plaudits drowned out the dialog, until Rex Ingram came on 
pacity hous ieeailon night y anit in a dressing gown and quieted the audience. Loeb drew a laugh by 
steady play thereafter to $5,400. Good | CTacking: ‘Well, Ingram, you finally made the White House.’ 

comment for pre-Broadway tryout Bell-ringing ‘Man’ number, which celebrates the naming of an infant 
by Norman Clark and Louis Schecter, pickinniny as F. D. Jones, was originally in the first section of ‘News,” 








DANCE NIGHT 


Opened Oct. 14, ’38. Critics 
didn’t like it. Andersen (Jour- 
nal), ‘There’s simply no play to 


sustain the whole business.’ 
Celeman (Mirror), ‘Negative . 
ballot.’ 











| Wednesday (12) after playing one 
' week. 
I 


was withdrawn the following night. 
t 

| ‘The Good’ stopped at the Windsor 
| 

‘ 





THE GOOD 


Opened Oct. 5, *38. Critics 
unanimously accorded it little 
chance. Whipple (World-Tele), 
said, ‘Badly written, stiff, full of 
cliches, and tedious.” Atkinson 
(Times), ‘Dolefuldrama.’ 
Variety (Ibee), ‘Will fellow 
others of its ilk—out.’ 











‘The Devil Takes a Bride’ was 
| yanked from the Cort. Saturday (15) 
| after playing one week and two 
eee 








os 


THE DEVIL TAKES A BRIDE. 








Austratian and New Zealand Thea- 
tres, Ltd., Managing Directors’ Frank 
S. Tait. 8S. S. Crick, G. B. Penn, 
Present :-— 


VIOLET CARLSON 


as the Star of 


“RKOSE-MARIE” 


ROYAL THEATRE 
SYDNEY, AUSTRALIA 





Opened Oct. 7, °38. First 
stringers didn’t waste many 
werds in negative reviews. 
Watts (Herald Trib), “Will 
hardly suffice” Lockridge 
(Sum), ‘Ponderously funereal.’ 
Variety (Land), ‘Limited te a 
short stay.’ 


— 

















localites. , which was the best part of the show. As presently routined, the second 


pa half tops. 
'Harding’s ‘Candida’ Grabs 
$10,500 First L. A. Week 


Los Angeles, Oct. 18. 








‘Bachelor Born’ moved from the Lyceum, N. Y., where most of its goodly 
run was made, to the Cort Monday (17), but will shift again next week 
to the Mansfield, according to present plans. Former house to get ‘Madame 
| Capet’ presented by Eddie Dowling, who appears to have preferred the 


Ann Harding’s revival of George i i 
Bernard Shaw's dated comedy. ‘Can-| panied raed the Mansfield, which was announced to get the Eva Le Gallienne 


ida,’ open i i + ops 

ell aoe | algun te were It will be the fifth spot for ‘Bachelor,’ which war originally at the 
matinee biz, got around $10,500, | Morosco. 
Company barged in after two weeks 
in Frisco and breaks up following 
the local run, nixin 
stand. 





During the illness of Margie Ann Kaufman in Philadelphia last week, 
& a New York’ Louise Beggs replaced her for four performances in ‘A Woman's a Fool— 
| to Be Clever.” Miss Kaufman then returned to the cast. 

Estimate for Last Week | Miss Beggs. is the wife of David Stern, 3d, v.p. and general manager of 

‘Candida,’ Biltmore (ist week ) | the Philadelphia Record and New York Post, and son of J. David Stern, 

pasate ge oi Ann rageerm +4 publisher of the two papers. Before her marriage Miss Beggs was a lead- 

aro aiiicen” dene eidea ie widens | ing player at Hedgerow theatre, Moylan-Rose Valley, Pa. Her appearance 
turnout on opening night polled| 


in ‘Woman’ was her pro debut. 
$10,500 on the week. ‘Soliloquy’ | 
comes in Oct. 24 for two weeks. 
WPA 
‘Run Little Chillun,’ Mayan. Sold 
out three weeks in advance and may | 


hold through the holidays. Now in| 
13th week. 

‘Two-a-Day,’ Playhouse, cavalcade | 
of vaude comes in Oct. 29 for a run. | 
House dark for two weeks in prep- | 
aration of FTP gigantic. 

‘AEen Corn,’ Belasco. Opened (14) 
—. stays for two weeks. ‘Volpone’ 
next. 


HENDERSON IN ALBANY 


Albany, Oct. 18. 

Robert Henderson, founder-direc- 
| tor of the Amn Arbor Drama Festi- 
| val and stager of road productions | 
| of Noel Coward plays, is resident di- 
rector under the new setup at Fa- 
bian’s Harmanus Bleecker Hall. Paul 
Biaufex is producer. 





Will Geer, who is in ‘Sing Out The News’, Music Box, N. Y., was wed 
| 


_Saturday (15) to Herta Ware, young actress whose mother has been active 
in the Communist party for years. Known as ‘Mother’ Bloor, she made 
any number of fiery speeches around the country, for which she was under 
arrest at various points. 

Geer was of the Actors Forum, militant group within Equity that is 
supposed to have dissolved. 





Jane Broder is given program listing by the Playwrights Co. as casting 
assistant for ‘Abe Lincoin in Illinois,’ at the Plymouth, N. Y. She was 
also given program credit by Jed Harris as casting director of ‘Our Town,” 
Morosco, N. Y. Agent didn’t ask for such credit in either case, although 
it is considered rare for any percenter to be accorded such recognition. 


—-—_ 


' 
| 





Olsen and Johnson now insist on six personal seats for ‘Hellzapoppin” 
Can't start getting them until next week, but due to demands from visit- 
ing. Coast friends, and others, the stars of the vaude-revue decided on that 
with Harry Kaufman (Shuberts). 





; Capt. Jack Potter, formerly connected with the late Charles Dillingham, 
is back on Broadway, being company manager of ‘Lightnin’’ at the Golden. 
| He was with NBC’s program department for several years. 
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Gert Lawrence Pacing Chi's Terrific 
Legit Season with Capacity $18,000 





Chicago, Oct. 18. 

Chicago’s greatest legit season in 
years is underway, with the shows 
all doing five-figure business. ‘Gold- 
en Boy’ did four capacity weeks; ‘I 
Am ifferent’ is completing four 
strong sessions, and ‘Susan and God’ 
is doing absolute capacity currently. 
Gertrude Lawrence show is cracking 
records in the Harris and looks to 
stay until the holidays easily at ca- 
pacity pace. Tickets at a premium, 
with the show already booking 
$40,000 in advance sales. 

For the ninth time in 15 years 
Chicago is getting a showing of ‘Blos- 
som Time,’ which opened in the 
Grand Sunday (16) with Everett 
Marshall top-lined. In for a short 
stay, however; ‘On Borrowed Time’ 
set for the house Nov. 8. 

WPA is having its most successful 
show currently, a modern version of 
‘The Mikado’ bringing plenty of ac- 
tual cash into the Great Northern. 

Estimates for Last Week 


‘Blessom Time,’ Grand (lst week). 
Opened Sunday (16) for short stay. 
Good returns indicated. 

‘I Am Different,’ Selwyn (4th and 
final week) (1,000; $2.75). Going on 
a tour through southern territory, 
figuring on the Tallulah Bankhead 
moniker for box-office. Turned in 
good $10,000 last week. ‘Of Mice and 
Men’ replaces Monday (24). 

‘Susan and God,’ Harris (2d week) 
(1,000; $2.75). Dynamite. Shoehorn 
necessary to get ‘em in; $18,000 for 
initial session. 

Other Attractions 


San Carlo Opera, Auditorium. 
Winding up three weeks currently 
and has done excellent trade. House 
goes to straight legit Nov. 8 with 
second Chi showing of ‘The Women.’ 

WP 


A 
‘The Mikado,’ Great Northern. 
Federal theatre has a winner in this 
Harry Minturn version of the Gilbert 
& Sullivan comic opera. Gross of 
$3,500 is remarkable, considering the 
low tariff set-up. 


Philly Has Plenty 


Legit, but Spotty 
Biz; ‘Right’ 336 


Philadelphia, Oct. 18. 


Old times were recalled in the 
dailies last weekend, when no less 
than six legit shows were represent- 
ed in the advertising blocks on the 
amusement pages. That hasn't hap- 

ned here in a blue moon, but the 
Jegit people have their fingers 
crossed. So far biz has been spotty. 

Season’s first smash, George M. 
Cohan in ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ left 
town Saturday night (15) after two 
weeks of sensational trade at the 
Forrest. There was a long gap, 
though, between this one and the 
rest of the season’s show crop to 
date. . 

Next indicated b. 0. wallop is 
*‘Amphitryon 38,” which opened last 
night (Monday) at the Chestnut 
Street Opera House to terrific biz. 
Show is likely to hit near capacity 
on its two weeks’ stay, but actual 
grosses will be held down because of 
lower ATS subscription rates. 

Forrest is dark after first half of 
this week, but has another big one 
set for Thursday (20th) in ‘Great 
Lady,’ which is having its preem 
here. Engagement is set for two 
and a half weeks to give manage- 
ment chance to get show perfected. 

As predicted, Eddie Dowling will 
keep his costume try-oute piece, 
‘Madame Capet,’ at the Locust Street, 
not so much because of an over- 
whelming demand (although biz has 
been good) as to whip production 
into smoother shape. Next Monday, 
Ethel Barrymore comes to the same 
house in ‘Whiteoaks,’ which will be 
followed by ‘Golden Boy’ Nov. 7. 

Erlanger last night got its second 
try-out in a row when Tom Kirk- 
patrick brought his ‘Window Shop- 
Ping’ up from Baltimore for an 
engagement of indefinite length. And, 
finally, to round up all the unprece- 
dented legit activity, the WPA’s 
‘One Third of a Nation’ relighted the 
Walnut Street, leased for a six 
months’ period. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘Id Rather Be Right,’ Forrest (2d 
week) (2,000; $3.42). In second and 
getaway wéek, this Cohan vehicle 
mounted to $33,000, which meant 
virtual capacity. ‘Great Lady’ open- 
ing Thursday. 

‘Madame Capet,’ Locust (2d week) 
(1,400; $2.50). Eddie Dowling’s cos- 
tume production held for this week 
(3d), although biz hasn't been sen- 
sational. Show is much better now, 
however, and rated as having an 
excellent chance on Broadway even 








though costumed. Claimed $10,000 last | out in fair numbers, 


week, 


High Tor,’ $3,000, ‘Rat, 
$3,500, Okay in B’klyn 


Brooklyn, Oct. 18. 

Good results at Werba's Brooklyn 
with ‘High Tor,’ and nice returns at 
Shubert, where ‘Brother Rat’ was 
displayed, Current attraction at 
Werba’s is ‘Behind Red Lights’ and | 
Shubert is offering ‘Mulatto. WPA! 
version of ‘Mikado’ is at Academy 
of Music. 








Brattleboro theatre opens second 
season at St. Felix Street Playhouse 
Oct. 31, with ‘Conjur,’ new opus by 
Waller Freeman, first in series of 
five new productions. Negro drama 
was optioned by Theater Guild last 
season. 

Estimates for Last Week 

‘High Ter’ (Werba’s Brooklyn) 
(1,529; 55-$1.10). Received good no- 
tices in local gazettes and brought in | 
Okay $3,000. j 

‘Brother Rat’ (Shubert) (1,750; 15- | 
85). Familiar to fans, but still go- | 
ing strong. Nifty $3,500. 


Soliloquy Fair 
$7,500 in Frisco; 
Going to B'way 


San Francisco, Oct. 18. 
Encouraged by excellent audience 
reaction, contradictory to most of 
the press notices, ‘Soliloquy’ will not 


fold here following .its run at the 
Curran Saturday (22). Instead, the 
company will open in Los Angeles at 
Biltmore, Oct. 24, and will then jump 
to Chicago before hitting Broadway. 
Originally in three acts, Victor Vic- 
tor, author, has cut it to two and has 
eliminated some of the choppiness 
which marred its presentation open- | 
ing night here. 
Estimate for Last Week 

‘Soliloquy,’ Curran (1,771; $2.75) 
(ist wk). Off to a slow start but 
word-of-mouth publicity helped and 

















biz picked up considerably at the end 
of the first week, with the advance 
sale on the second week way ahead 
of the initial stanza. Play has un- 
dergone some rewriting and con- 
densed to two acts. John Beal clicks 
in the star role, with supporting cast 
unusually good. First week only 
fair $7,500. 
WPA 


‘A Moral Entertainment,’ Alcazar 
(1.269; $1.10) (2d wk). Even the 
WPA crowd didn’t go for this one, 
which had a bad second week. ‘An- 
imal Kingdom’ opened two weeks’ 
engagement last night (Monday) un- 
der the direction of Walter Gilbert. 


‘CAN’T TAKE’ GETS NO 
PAY DIRT IN CLEVE., 66 


Cleveland, Oct. 18. 


Outlook for this year’s legit is far 
brighter than last season's, although 
‘You Can’t Take It with You’ got 
Hanna’s semester off last week on 
the wrong leg. ; 

First handicap was that it was 
third repeat for the Kaufman-Moss 
show. hat hurt most was terrific, 
unparalleled competish of Frank 
Capra pix version at Warner’s Hipp. 
Besides confusing theatregoers, situ- 
ation gave road-show slow start that 
held it down to $6,000. 

‘The Women’ doing much better 
currently at Hanna, which has ‘I'd 








| in this week, offering good diversifi- 


| (6th week). 








Rather Be Right’ set for Oct. 24. 


‘Leave It to Me’ Brisk 
$12,500 in New Haven 


New Haven, Oct. 18. 

Second attraction of Shubert sea- 
son, preem of Vinten Freediey’s 
‘Leave It to Me,’ did heavy week- 
end biz (13-15). In four perform- 
ances, got $12,500, which is aces here. 

Current is Ethel Barrymore's 
‘Whiteoaks’ (17-19), which packed 
the shelves Monday but ran a light 
downstairs. House has booked Bal- 
let Russe for one night, Oct. 31, and 





B'way Biz Spotty: Invalid’ $16,000 
And Building, ‘Oscar’ OK $14,000, 
3 New Entries Get Excellent Press 





Three attractions on last week’s,straight play holdovers is expected 





will follow with preem of ‘Boys from 
Syracuse,’ set for Nov. 3-5. 
Estimate for Last Week 
‘Leave It to Me!’ (Shubert) (1,600; | 
55-$3.30). Good word-of-meuth, plus | 
Yale-Navy football weekend, shoved | 
figure to hefty $12,500. 


LUNT-FONTANNE 
BRIGHT $21,500 
IN BOSTON 


———— 





Boston, Oct. 18. 
Entirely new crop of shows came 


cation of entertainment. ‘Shadow 
and Substance,’ ‘Golden Boy’ and 
‘Leave It to Me’ all opened yester- 
day (Monday), bringing out third- 
string reviewers for first time in a 
ong while. Ina Claire opens tonight 
(Tuesday) in “Yankee Fable,’ which 
has been given a hefty advance bally 
here. 

Three quit town Saturday (15): 
‘Amphytrion 38,’ ‘What a Life’ and 
“‘Whiteoaks.’ Miss Barrymore gave 
an extra matinee last Tuesday for 
Actors’ Fund. 

Federal Theatre opens winter sea- 
son Oct. 24 at the Copley with ‘Haiti.’ 
‘Boys from Syracuse’ (George Ab- 
bott) and ‘The Flying Ginsburgs’ 
(Freedley) slated for Nov. 7 open- 
ings. 


~ 


Estimates for Last Week 

‘Amphytrion 38’ (Colonial) (1,643; 
$3.30) (2d week). First of the The- 
atre Guild subscription series perked 
up in its final frame, with holiday 
and football hypos counting as rea- 
sons. Finished in blaze of b.o. glory, 
$21,500. 

‘What a Life’ (Wilbur) (1,200; $2.75) 
Okay $7,500 for final 
stanza of this George Abbott comedy, 
which garnered good word-of-mouth 
and press during its run. 

‘Whiteoaks’ (> ly mouth) (1,480; 
$2.75) (4th week). On the weak side 
after opening frame, but closer, 
$7,500, satisfactory. 


Leventhal May Lose 
Newark Shubert; Sixth 
‘Road’ Repeat OK 76 


Newark, Oct. 18. 

‘Tobacco Road,’ on its sixth re- 
turn engagement locally, did nearly 
$6,800 on the week, at the Shubert, 
splendid for this oft-repeated show. 
House is in darkness this week. 

Jules Leventhal, operator, is hav- 
ing difficulties with owner of the 
Shubert, Prudential Life Insurance 
Co., in regards to down payments for 
house, there being a misunderstand- 
ing about the cash terms. Leven- 
thal’s company was to pay $1,200 first 
of each month, and $500 each week, 
of which $385 was to be considered 
as rent. Purchase of property from 
insurance company was set at 
$285,000. Leventhal claimed he did 
not receive proper written agree- 
ment and held up payment. Insur- 
ance company claims terms of agree- 
ment were violated by non-payment, 
demand complete possession of prop- 
erty. Future of house is in doubt. 

Estimate for Last Week 

‘Tebacce Road’ Shubert (1,940; 50- 
1.50). Apparently there is a stead 
demand for this show, the su - 
ly ‘farewell engagement,’ sixth, 











premiere card of five were accorded |to last through fall; business ap- 
exceptional press attention, with | proximately $9,000. 
only few critics dissenting and ‘Sing Out the News,’ Music Box 
should land in the money. These | (4th week) (R-1,013; $4.40). Some 
shows, in addition to one possibility | nights very good, but has not built 
from the previous week, definitely as expected; last week the take was 
mark the new season as progressing | $15,500; fair for revue at scale. 
must faster than last year’s. | “he Fabulous Invalid,’ Broadhurst 
First full week of “The Fabulous | (2d week) (CD-1,116; $3.85). First 
Invalid,’ Broadhurst, was quoted | full week fairly sirong; agencies re- 
around $16,000 and agencies report port improving ticket call and indi- 
active demand, with better weather | cations are promising; approached 
probably sending up the pace. Osear | $16,000. 
Wilde,’ first of last week’s crop to! “The Goed,’ Windsor. Taken off 
get the nod, started with a $14,000 | after last Wednesday night; played 
week and lcoks set at the Fulton. ; one week to lean trzde; ‘Run, Sheep, 


Full length version of ‘Hamlet,’ a: Run’ next attraction. 


midweek debut at the St. James, and 
‘Abe Lincoln in Tllincis, which 
stirred first-nighters at the Plymouth 
Saturday (15), comprise the likely 
new quartet. 


The earlier standouts more firmly 
became established, ‘Hellzapoppin’ 
going to $23,000 and ‘Kiss the Boys 
Goodbye’ topping $15,700, both draw- 
ing capacity. 
was slightly up at $15,000: ‘You 
Never Know’ also so at $16,000, but 
neither is hot. 

Two other arrivals last week did 
not rate so well and one, 
Night’ at the Belasco, was yanked 
after two days. 
port, does not figure to stay around. 
Two guickie flops were registered, 
‘The Good’ disappearing from the 
Windsor and ‘The Devil Takes a 
Bride’ ditto at the Cort. 


Business was in and out generally | 


last week, with football crowds again 


helping in the latter days. Due next | 


week: ‘Madame Capet,’ Cort; ‘Dan- 
ton’s Death,’ Mercury, and something 
called ‘The Girl from Wyoming,’ one 
of those night club mellers at the 
American Music Hall. 


Estimates for Last Week 


‘A Weman’s a Fool,’ National (ist 
week) (C-1,164; $3.30). Presented by 
John J. Wildberg; written by Dor- 
othy Bennett and Link Hanna; 
opened last night (Tuesday). 

‘Abe Lincoln in I}ineis,’ Plymouth 
(Ist week) (D-1,036; $3.30). Opened 
with high promise Saturday (15); 
generally fine press with some 
raves and one adverse notice. 

‘Bachelor Born,’ Cort (39th week) 
(C-1,059; $3.30). Moved here from 
Lyceum Monday; run comedy has 
been getting modest coin, but mak- 
ing some profit; rated over $5,000. 

‘Case History,’ Lyceum (1st week) 
(D-957; $3.30). Presented by med- 
ical men under corporate title of 
M. D. Productions; written by Dr. 
Louis D. Bardoly; opens Friday (21). 

‘Dame Nature,’ Booth (4th week) 
(C-708; $3.30). Claims several thou- 
sand oversubscriptions, which 
amount to about $6,500 weekly; an- 
other attraction slated in and ‘Na- 
ture’ may move. 

‘Dance Night,’ Belasco. Opened 
last Friday; weak press; yanked Sat- 
urday (15). 

‘Devil Takes a Bride,’ Cort. With- 
drawn Saturday; slim trade; played 
one week and two nights. 


‘Helizapoppin’, 46th Street (5th 
week) (R-1,375; $3.30). Rated smash 
musical; nutty revue commands 


heavy call in agencies and approxi- 
mates capacity throughout week; up 
another notch to $23,000. 

‘I Have Been Here Before,’ Guild 
(2d week) (D-914; $3.30). Opened 
last midweek to mild press; English 
import doubtful of sticking around. 

‘I Married an Angel,’ Shubert (24th 
week) (M-1,367; $4.40). Incomers 
have not dented musical, which is 
close to half year’s run mark; line 
at box office most of the time; 


000. 

‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye,’ Miller 
(4th week) (C-944; $3.30). Season’s 
first straight play sock; stronger as 
it progresses, with last week’s tak- 
ings going to new high; quoted at 


‘Sing Out the News’ | 


‘Dance | 


The other, ‘I Have | 
Been Here Before,’ an English im- | 


‘What a Life’ follows Oct. 31, then | getting $6,800, good. 
Katharine Cornell in ‘Herod ana pit 
Mariamne’ Nov. 7. wet tae ad a i 

House getting excellent trade with) 

stocked ‘Star Wagon’ and ‘Tonight at | GOLDEN BOY TEES-OFF 
8:30’ in its two theatres. 


wo tntimate for Last Week || DETROIT; HEFTY $18,500 


Hanna (1,435; 60-43-41-50). Get bad | 
breaks from warm weather an Detroit t. 18 
flicker. Third engagement ome one Although | starting ian, i 
$6,000, about $3,500 less than las | legit season got off auspiciously last 
visit’s gross. | week with ‘Golden Boy’ clicking off 
| spiffy $18,500 at “3 Cass. Given 
: | hefty bally. especially on Frances 
Hampden 6G In Jersey | Farmer, — nearly s.r.o. on most of 
! nine performances. 
Maplewood, No Jo, Oct. 16. n| Current is ‘Ycu Can't Take It With 
Walter Hampden in “Trilby,’ with) y.u° which played here last season, 
Ethel Britton featured, did a fair! 2+ reduced prices. Top of $1.65 as 
| week at the Maplewood, doing 4/ .ompared with $2.75 for ‘Golden 
| little over $6,000 in nine perform-| Roy> Cass is booked solid for next 
| ances, with a — ~y rer | nine weeks. 
Current attraction, “The Petri . 
Forest,’ with Douglass Montgomery. Estimate for Last Week 
Estimate for Last Week ‘Golden Boy,’ Cass (1,000; $2.75). 














‘Trilby,’ Maplewood theatre (1,420; | Ballyed nicely to get town off to late, 
25-$1.00). Hampden followers turned | but spiffy start. About $18,500, hefty, 
b.o. reporting | for nine performances. Current: ‘You 

$6,000. Can’t Take It With You.’ 


| pointing, 
,on with expectation of improvement; | 


$15,730. 
‘Knickerbocker Holiday,’ Barry- 
more (list week) (M-1,096; $4.40). 


Presented by the Playwrights; their 
second attraction; book and lyrics 
by Maxwell Anderson; opens tonight 
(Wed.). 

‘Knights of Song,’ 5lst Street (1st 
week) (M-1,547; $3.30). Presented 
by Laurence Schwab; written by 
Glendone Allvine; Gilbert and Sul- 
livan cavalcade opened Monday (17); 
mixed notices. 

‘Missouri Legend,’ 
week) (D-1,096; $3.30). 


Empire (5th 
Still disap- 
put management playing 


rated under $6,000. 

‘On Borrowed Time,’ Longacre 
(38th week) (D-1,019; $3.30). Goes 
to road after another two weeks; 
jumped to around $9,000 last week on 
announcement of leaving. 

‘Osear Wilde,’ Fulton (2d week) 
(D-913; $3.30). Following exceilent 
press business built steadily during 
week and takings went to $14,000, 
indicating click. 

‘Our Town,’ Morosco (38th week) 





(D-961; $3.30). Leader among 


| ‘“Tebacco Road,’ Forrest (254th 
' week) (¢C-1,107; $1.65). With hw 


: cost set-up may break run record; 
goes along to some profit weekly; 
$5,000. 

‘You Never Know,’ Winter Garden 
(5th week) (R-1,671; $3.20). Claimed 
to be getting better than $16,000, but 
said not to better even break and 
maybe loss at that level. 

‘Victoria Regina,’ (repeat) (Martin 
Beck) (3d week) (CD-1,214; $3.30). 
| Climbed well over $18,000 mark and 

four-week date extended; will stay 
|} at least two weeks beyond Oct. 29. 

‘What a _ Life,’. Biltmore (27th 
week) (C-991; $3.30). Semi co- 
operative, which is reason for show 
staying for time; business last week 
slightly over $5,000. 

‘You Can’t Take It With You,’ 
Imperial (97th week) (C-1,466; 
| $1.65). Bounced upward last week 
when gross went around $9,000; un- 
; usual for play which has been pic- 
| turized; moves to Ambassador to 
make way for ‘Leave It To Me.’ 

REVIVALS 

‘Lightnin,’ Golden (6th week) (C- 
789; $3.30). One time run leader 
getting fair trade and may last 
through fall; rated around $8,000. 

‘Hamlet,’ St. James (2d week) (D- 
1,520; $3.30). Drew rave notices at 
opening last midweek; full-length 
version drawing capacity upsiairs, 
with lower floor strong, too. 


ADDED 
‘Pins and Needles,’ Labor Stage 
(47th week) (R-500; $2.75). Holds 


its own against new season’s attrac- 
tions and may stick well into new 
season; making profit weekly at 
$6,000 and better. 
WPA 

‘One-Third ef a Nation,’ Adelphia 
(40th week); closing Saturday. 

‘On the Rocks,’ Daly’s. 

‘Prolegue te Glory,’ Ritz (27th 
week). Leaving in two weeks. 

‘The Big Blow,’ Elliot (3d week). 
Fair atendance for new mejodrama. 


‘KNICK’ DRAWS 
FDR. BiG 186 
IN WASH. 


Washington, Oct. 18. 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ not only 
gave Playwrights group its second 
pre-Broadway success here in as 
many weeks, but got President 
Roosevelt to the theatre for the first 
time in five years. Coincidence is 
that F. D. R.’s last trip to only local 
legit spot was to see the same star, 
Walter Huston, in ‘Dodsworth.’ 

President notified theatre on Fri- 
day afternoon that he would attend 
last performance of week Saturday 
night (15). Information leaked out 
at White House, although papers all 
followed tradition by not playing it 
up in advance. 

President laughed and applauded 
at satire on New Deal and incidents 
involving one of early New Amster- 
dam Roosevelts, staying throughout 
|show and waving to cast as house 
| kept curtain up with hefty applause 
| for both show and guest of honor. 
| Previous to ‘Dodsworth,” F. D. R. 
| had nar National for ‘When La- 

eet.’ 














| dies Herbert Hoover never 
| went to the theatre, although Wood- 
| row Wilson, Howard Taft and Teddy 
| Roosevelt were regular theatregoers. 
Walter Huston and Mrs. Huston 
| were guests at the White House 
| briefly after the show. 
| Current is ‘I'd Rather Be Right,’ 
with plenty pointing to fact that this 
| is only country in world where chief 
| executive can be burlesqued by name 
| in the nation’s capital. Next week 
|is dark, with Ina Claire in pre- 
| Broadway showing of ‘Yankee Fable’ 
due Oct. 31, and the Lunts in ‘The 
| Sea Gull’ due Nov. 7. 
| Estimate for Last Week 
| ‘Krickerbecker Holiday,’ National 
| (1,698; $3.30 top). Rave reviews and 
political interest, topped by attend- 
ance of President Roosevelt on last 
night, built to approximately $18,009, 
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Intl. P.E.N. Conclave in May 


At a meeting of the members ol 
the board of the American Center of 
the P.E.N., otherwise the Interna- 
tional Association of Poets, Play- 
wrights, Editors, Essayists and Nov- 
elists, May 8, 9 and 10 was set as 
the dates for the organization's pro- 
posed international convention of 
scribblers at the N. Y. World’s Fair. 
Dates are now subject to ratifica- 
tion by the fair’s management, and 
as soon as okayed preparations will 
be begun for the conclave. 

Among those at the meeting at 
which the scribblers’ convention 
dates was set were Henry Seidel 
Canby, Dorothy Thompson, Mrs. 
William Brown Meloney, George 
Stevens, Maxwell Aley, Nathalie 
Colby and Bessie Beatty. 

Expected that representatives from 
every one of the 62 P.E.N. centers 
throughout the world will aitend the 
convention, with a number of cen- 
ters in Europe and South America 
having already indicated that repre- 
sentatives will be on hand. 

While convention program is still | 
to be drawn up, it wili inciude lec- 
tures, discussions, etc. International | 
conventions of the P.E.N. not a new | 
thing, since internationalism of the 
organization is stressed. But this 
year’s conclave at the N. Y. World's 
Fair will be the most pretentious of 
any yet heid. 

Prez of the American Center is' 
Miss Thompson, with Henry Goddard 
Leach vice-prez. 





Purging Love in Japan 

Fiction in Japan will get a dash. 
of cold water as a means of elevat- | 
ing standard of public morals. De- | 
cision was reached at a conference | 
of around 30 of the leading mag and | 
book editors and publishers called by 
the Library Section of the Home 
Ministry. 

According to a Japanese informant, | 
‘roguish’ novels ‘which deal non- | 
critically with bloody strife involv- 
ing women’s virtues, gambling, etc., 
will be banned.’ 


Love novels ‘which make light of | 
women’s virtues and deal with adul- | 
tery or playful loves will be strictly | 


prohibited,’ 

Ban also to be placed on novels 
and stories ‘which deal with love af- 
fairs of those starring in society, or 
novels devoted to abnormal sexual 
psychology, or to the current po- 
litical events for the purpose of en- 
tertainment only.’ 

Use of ‘demoralizing words’ such 
as ‘boku’ (for the first person), ‘kimi’ 
(for the second person), ‘kareshi’ 
(for sweetheart), etc., ‘which are 
liable to be popular among girl stu- 
denis, also are out. 

New Nipponese regulations are of 
little or no concern to American fic- 
.tion writers. Japanese translate very 
little fiction, going in almost exclu- 
sively for the home-grown product. 





Reading By the Clock 

Thomas Fleet Publishing Co. has 
undergone a change in name to Two- 
Hour Books, as better illustrative of 
the reading matter put out by the 
organization. Publishes paper-bound 
books selling for 25c, and providing 
two-hours’ reading each. 

Editorial plan for Two-Hour Books 
is to build a topical outline for each 
volume, approved by a panel of rep- 
resentative readers, Outline is then 
filled in with material from three 
sources—digest articles and chaviters 
of books already published, original 
articles, and s‘aff interviews with 
specialists in the field. 

Publishing plant and editorial of- 
fices of Two-Hour Books in Green- 
wich, Conn. 





Guild Rushes Pitt Elections 

Three Newspaper Guild chapters 
fn Pittsburgh holding election of of- 
ficers early this year due to immi- 
nence of new contract negotiations. 
Morning Post-Gazette has just named 
Robert Thomovson, reporter, presi- 
dent. He downed Arthur Grant, an- 
other newshawk, by only eizht votes. 
Others named were: Wilbur Bal- 


livan, secretary; Mrs. Margaret Don- 
nelly, treasurer, and Walter Burson, 
Leo Finegold and Harry Kodinsky, 
executive committeemen. 

Alithouzh P-G contract doesn’t ex- 
pire until March 1, Sun-Tele re- 
newal comes up in couple of weeks 
and Guild wants to present solid 
front of new officers for meeiings 
with all publishers. 





Paul H. Ferman on Own 

Paul H. Forman, whose interest 
in Pyramid Press was recently ac- 
quired by his associate, Lewis Rob- 
ert Burroughs, has formed a new 
book publishing house of his own. 
Calls it Saravan House. 

Policy will be similar to that of 
Pyramid and will include a general 
line of books, both fiction and non- 


| fiction. 


| organization. Some possibility of the 
| resumpiion 


'more favor than at present. 


Authors’ Guild’s Annual Confab 

Authors’ Guild of America, sub- 
sid of the Authors League of Amer- 
ica, will hold its annual luncheon 
meeting and election of board of di- 
rectors Nov, 2 at the Midtown hotel, 
N. Y. Among the matters to be con- 
sidered will be the membership 
campaign, grievances against pub- 
lishers and the drive against the 
existing postal laws as relating to 
mailing of books. 

Among the possible steps planned 
against certain publishers is the 
dropping from the manuscript mar- 
ket list, which is published annually 
in the Authors League bulletin, of 
the names of all publishers who pay 
for material only upon publication. 
The membership will be asked to 
vote on such action. Heretofore, vir- 
tually all magazines have been in- 
| cluded in the manuscript market list. 
Only a few of the cheaper pulp mags 
still pay on publication. Nearly all 
| pay on acceptance. 
| Guild’s drive against the prevail- 


Forman is also editorial di- 
rector, with Sylvester J. Tobin as as- 
sociate editor. 





NEW PERIODICALS 
Intimate Romances is a love-story , 
pulp mag added to the Blue agence 
Magazines chain. A companion pub- 
lication to Intimate Confessions, it’s 
edited by Lois Allen. Ten stvries in 
each issue, with the mag selling for | 
10c. Publication bi-monthly. 
Comedy, new thing in pulps, goes 
on the Dell list, coincident with 
firm's dropping of a pair of vets, 
Western Romances and All Western | 
Stories. Comedy gives 100 ages of 
gags, humorous cartoons and ‘he like 
for 10c. Victor Bloom editing. Cur- | 
rent issues of Western Romances and | 
All Western Stories are last for the 
two, and Arthur Lawson, who edited | 
both, has already departed the Dell 





of the two mags, but! 
only if and when Western tales find 


Undercover Detective Stories new 


' addition to the Double-Action Mag- 


azines group. In line with the ac- 


ground that the present law is dis- 


|criminatory against books, as against 
tion of the variou. pulp mag pub- | 


magazines and other published mat- 


‘lishers to expand on detective-siory | 


| newspaper for the bike fan prompted 


\lisher of the Anti-Nazi Forum is a 
| group 


ter. Postal rates at present are sev- 
eral times as high on books as on 
magazines and periodicals. 


output in view of the current sharp 
demand for that type of reading mat- 
ter. Undercover Detective bowing in 
with a December issue. 

Cycling Herald is a new monthly | 


broadcasts to publicize their views. 
ted First broadcast is scheduled for to- 
by the renewed popularity of cycling | morrow night (Thursday), but time 
in this country. Published in Brook-| and station had not yet been de- 
lyn, N. Y., by Julius Perzweig, WhO) cided late Tuesday afternoon. 

also edits, but giving the sport na- 





tional coverage. May go weekly WPA Editor’ . 
J a el a clin d itor’s Foreign Tieups 
ae tae - en ee . Jchn M. Taylor, state editor of 


Federal Writers Project in Texas, re- 
signed Oct. 10 when San Antonio 
newspapers printed Washington dis- 
patch revealing scrib’s connection 
with pold-shirted outfit in Mexico 
and the Nationalist party of China 
as publicity agent. WPA’er is a 
former London Associated Press 
man who enlisted with British army 
in 1914. 


Anti-Nazi Forum is latest mag to 
fight subversive influences in the | 
U. S. To be issued quarterly, at 50c | 
the copy, and through reprints and 
original articles will endeavor to 
show up Fascistic activities. Pub- 


headed by Barton Pittman, 
with Pittman editing first issue. 
Likely, however, that another wil¥ be | 


r 
aia 


installed as editor of the quarterly. 


Omnibook, literary monthly mag, 
will make its debut with a Decem- 
ber issue, sponsored by Robert K. 
Straus. Will be a digest periodical, 
containing each month five current 
books in abbreviated form reputedly 
after the fashion of The Book Di- 
gest. Initialer will have abridged 
editions of Louis Adamic’s ‘My 
American,’ Douglas Reed’s ‘Insanity 
Fair,’ Margaretta Byers’ ‘Designing 
Women,’ Ruth and Helen Hoffman’s 
‘We Married an Englishman,’ and 
Thomas Wolfe’s ‘Look Homeward, 
Angel.’ Straus, New York City Coun- 
cilman, is of the family which owns 
Macy’s. An attorney, he maintains 
offices on Lexington avenue, but 
quarters of Omnibook will be in 
Rockefeller Center. 

Hathaway’s Grudge unique new 
mag out of Hollywood. Many unique 
things in print emanate. Published 
and edited by C. A. K. Hathaway, 
with George C. Turner as associate 
editor, monthly, is a slick, class, full- 
sized periodical, purpose of which is 
to permit airings of grudges or 
peeves. Hathaway is an ethnologist 
who has spent much time in out-of- 
the-way places. Before going to the 
Coast he was in a Soviet prison, 
charged with sabotage and espionage. 
Upon return advised by George 
Pelmer Putnam, the one-time pub- 
lisher, to do a book on his experi- 
ences. That gave him a liking for 
printer’s ink, and Grudge followed. 

The Lowdown will mark the re- 
turn of Charles Angoff as a mag 
editor. Is to jointly edit The Low- 
down with ©. H. Smyth, with the 
periodical, sponsored by a new pub- 
lishing concern, Fireside Press, to 
make its initial appearance around 
Nov. 1. Lowdown will give the in- 
side on a different subject in each 
issue, with propaganda to get a 
treatment in the opener. Despite his 
new editorial duties, Angoff con- 
tinues at work on a monumental 
| five-volume book. He also did a play 
recent!vy with Louis Weitzenkorn. 








;mag, pocket-sized, makes its initial 
appearance this week. A giveaway 
to bookshop patrons. Blackstone 
Publishers the sponsor. Sylvia New- 
|burger editing, with Howard D. 





e° : Book M - 1 i 
dinger, vice-presicent; Maurice Sai. | en Meek, monthly boekt soview 


Bess (Mrs. Sam) Woolford, wife of 
Antonio Light amusement editor, 
was upped from assistant, to state 
editor. Eddie Cope, VARIETY mugg, 
joined project administrative staff 
during shakeup. 





Sponsoring Mich. WPA Books 

Noted Michigan literary figures 
have decided to sponsor publications 
of the Federal Writers Project, 
which maintains force of 111 persons 
in Michigan. Sponsoring group in- 
cludes Paul DeKruif, scientist-au- 
thor; Carl Sandburg, poet; Dr. Ran- 
dolph G. Adams, director of Clem- 
ents Library, U. of Michigan, and 
former Gov, Chase S. Osborn. 

First Michigan undertaking, under 
the new sponsorship, will be a 
biography of Gov. Lewis Cass, de- 
scribed as Michigan’s greatest citizen. 
Planned to be first adequate story of 
Cass’ life. 





Bray Pathfinder’s Prexy 

Board of trustees of Pathfinder 
Publishing Co. has elected James L. 
Bray president of the company and 
publisher of Pathfinder, weekly 
news mag published out of Wash- 
ington. G. M. Lewander was elect- 
ed vice-prez. 

Bray, formerly publisher of the 
United States News, succeeds Sevel- 
lon Brown, who served in the dou- 
ble post for two years. Continuing 
with the weekly are William H. Har- 
rison, editor; Alvin C. Stewart, busi- 
ness manager, and L. Irving Lam- 
phier, circulation manager. 





Publishers Hold Incumbents 

Between golf and tennis tourna- 
ments, mostly the former, National 
Publishers Assn. held its 19th an- 
nual meeting at Skytop Lodge Pa. 
Re-election of most of the officers 
gave the assembled mag-publishing 
execs more time for golf. 

Officers re-elected are William B. 
Warner, of McCall Corp., pres.; Wal- 
ter D. Fuller, Curtis Pub. Co., and 
Mason Britton, McGraw-Hill Pub. 
Co., vice-presidents, and Francis L. 
Wurzburg, Conde Nast Publications, 
sec. Arthur S. Moore, Hearst Maga- 
zines, elected treas. 


. 





Munsey Merges Two Mags 
All-American Fiction Magazine, 
monthly periodical of the Munsey 
chain, has been combined with the 


Boehm as her aide. Associate ed- 
itors are Edwin Giventer and Paul 
Travers. Many leading book com- 


mentaiors and prominent literary ‘ - - 

figures will be regular contribbers. - sso Poe: Saniode Praca Pog 
| Gagging the Dictators, subtitled with Argosy stressed. F 
‘The Comedy of Terrors, one-shot to | Chandler H. Whipple, Argosy edi- 
appear this month published by Ace tor, continues as is. George Post, 
Mazazine. Latter is the A. A. Wyn! who edited All-American Fiction, 
publishing organization, operating | will aid Whipple in getting out the 
also Periodical House and Magazine | combined publication. 

Publishers, and getting out a long 
list of mags. Gagging the Dictators Real Detective’s 5G Tap 

is a smart reprint job in mag format William E. Balsinger, Hollywood 
of the most pointed and amusing | plastic surgeon, who has worked 
things in cartoons, gags and anec- i over the facial features of film stars 
doies dictatorship. A 25c. buy. and other celebs during the past 10 








| 


years, was awarded a $5,000 verdict 
Monday (1) by a jury before N. Y. 
Federal Judge Murry Hulbert. He 
had sued Real Detective Publishing 
Co., Inc., owners of the mag, Real 
Detective Stories, its officers and the 
Collegiate Reporter Co., Inc., for 
$200,000 damages for libel. 

The face-iifter claimed he was 
held up to ridicule in an article pub- 
lished in the November, 1933, issue. 





LITERAT!I OBITS THIS WEEK 


Joseph A. Larkin, 58, for 11 years 
city editor of the New York City 
News Association, died at his home 
in Woodhaven, Queens, Oct. 6. Born 
in Brooklyn and began newspaper- 
ing 35 years ago on the New York 
American. He joined City News in 





| 


1912 and became city editor in 1927. 
In 1936 he was operated upon and 
never regained his health 


desk until three weeks before his 
death. Surviving are his second 


, wife, two sons by his first marriage, 





Those | tion. 


agitating for a change in the law | 5099 publications, He began his news- 
are planning luncheons and radio paper 


' 








| ing postal laws is based on the | and two sons and a daughter by his | opera warble 


com- 
pletely, although he remained at his | being 
| She’s 


——_== 
CHATTER 


Frances Parkinson Keyes back 
from Europe. 


Wheeler Barnes closed his place in 
Provincetown. 

Steve Fisher sold ‘Girl From No- 
where’ to Liberty. 

Howard Denbar Lawn getting set 
already for his winter Florida mi- 
gration. 

William Howland Taylor, yacht- 
ing editor of the N. Y. Herald 
Tribune, a new father, 

Lee Samuels, formerly writer for 
Selznick-International, is back in 
New York and freelancing. 

Dinner celebrating the 100th an- 
| niversary of Putnam’s will be held 
Oct. 27 at the St. Regis, New York. 

Houghton Mifflin publishing the 
first novel of Mary Manning, the 
Irish actress. Called ‘Mount Venus’. 
Number of November lecture dates 
lined up for Laura Krey. 
the ‘...And Tell of Time’ 





author. 


Dorothea Lawrence, radio and 





r, named music, drama 

second marriage. and art crick of the Plainfield, N. J., 
E. C. Segar, 43, creator of the | Courier-News. 

comie strip, ‘Popeye,’ died Oct. 13 in | Mabel Search, the new editor of 


Santa Monica, Cal. 
since January, following an opera- 
Segar’s cartoons appeared in 
career with the 
lications in 1919, Surviving are his 
widow and two children. 


Charles H. Zuber, 63, veteran Cin- | 


cinnati newspaperman and theatrical 
press agent, died Oct. 15 at his home 
in Newport, Ky., to which he was 
confined by illness for several years | 
past. During that period he directed 
publicity for the Shubert-leased Cox 
theatre, Cincy’s lone legit stand, and 
also contributed a column to the 
Sunday Enquirer dealing with his- 
tory of the early theatre in Cincin- 
nati. Survived by. daughter, son, 
sister and. two brothers, one of 
whom, John, is a Cincinnati stage- 
hand, 


He had been ill | Pictorial Review. 


|R. Mayes, appointed m.e. of Good 
Chicago 
Herald and joined the Hearst pub- | 


'of the country 
| . . . 
aides at various points. 


Succeeds Herbert 


Housekeeping. 

Leslie McFarlane, Canadian hu- 
morist and fictioneer, has just sold 
a story apiece to Liberty and Coun- 
try Gentleman. 

Jack Curley back covering the 
races for the N. Y. Journal-Ameri- 
can, after being laid up for six weeks 
with an ear infection. 

National Federation of Press 
Women has named Agnes Carr, of 
the Boston Traveler, poet laureate 
for the coming year. 

Emil Zubryn, American rep for a 
number of British mags, on a swing 
to select editorial 


Although an American citizen 
since 1919, Sholem Asch’ has: only 
now decided to make his home per- 
manently here. Had been living in 





France. 

Leo Townsend passed up his job as 
western editor of Modern Screen to 
become a radio writer. He is work- 
ing with Hal Block on Texaco Star 
Theatre. 

Constable and Co., Ltd., has taken 
the British publication rights to 
Robert Nathan’s new novel, ‘Jour- 
ney of Tapiola,’ which Knopf is pub- 
lishing here. 

Hillman-Curl brought out ‘A 
Penny for the Poor,’ novelization of 
‘Drei Groschen’ (‘The Beggars’ 
Opera’), by Bertolt Brecht, German 
author now residing in Switzerland. 

T. J. Maloney’s ‘U. S. Camera— 
1939’ will be limited to 20,000 copies 
this year. Volume, which Morrow 
is publishing Nov. 9, will have an 
introduction by Frank Crownin- 
shield. 

Raymond Savage, English literary 
agent, arrived in New York this 
week. He’s sole rep of estate of T. E. 
Lawrence. Comes to America to ar- 
range a picture deal for Lawrence's 
works. 


Joseph C. Craig, 69, retired San 
Antonio, Texas, newspaperman, died 
Oct. 12 in San Antonio hospital. Sur- 
vived by widow, daughter and two 
brothers. 


Rosa Riley, wife of William J. 
Riley, of Cine Mundial, died in New 
York Oct. 17. She was correspon- | 
dent for a number of picture and 
theatrical papers. 





‘Hamlet’ Notice 











(Continued from page 47) 





hours’ wage for the long version, 
which is bi-sected with a half hour 
for dinner. Expected that the mat- 
ter will be adjusted on that basis. 


Balcony Draw 


Box office was swamped with 
ticket buyers who purchased for the 
balcony and gallery, but there ap- 
pears some doubt about the lower 
floor draw, with the early start a 
possible hazard for the so-called 
Broadway bunch. Pointed out that 
some seasons back, ‘Strange Inter- 
lude’ started at 5:30 and commanded 
a long run to virtual capacity. In 
that instance, however, the Eugene 
O’Neill classic was something that 
‘had to be seen then,’ whereas the 
average person figures that ‘Hamlet’ 
will always be around. St. James 
is scaled at $3.30 top and can gross 
around $20,000 weekly. 


Robert Morley, another English- 
man, also grabbed the limelight last 
week in his Broadway debut as 
‘Oscar Wilde’ at the Fulton. Critics 
accorded his performance something 
of a masterpiece and, while all no- 
tices were highly laudable, ‘Hamlet’ 
was regarded as having nosed out 
‘Wilde.’ Little doubt, however, but 
that the Britishers won the best 
press notices of the season to date. 

Morley was starred following the 
opening on the strength of the press 
acclaim. Agencies are reputed to be 
getting a steady demand for ‘Wilde’ 
tickets. Play was originally shown 
in London. 








Benefit Fiasco 











(Continued from page 49) 





berg’s bands played for perform- 
ers, all those listed. 

Apathetic and indifferent reaction 
of attendees reflected itself at the 
wickets of concessionaires who 
were permitted a_ two-by-four, 
semi-circled space. Brought down 
from the Danbury (Conn.) Fair, 
the few scattered rides, sideshow 
men and game men nearly starved. 
Absence of kids at show precluded 
any chance of speculators getting 
out with their skins. Only ones 
who made out were food peddlers. 
Three were outright buys; rest of 
concessions were on 50-50 _ basis, 
with checkers watching. 

Only people paid were checkers, 
program butchers, treasurers, two 
bands and clowns. Acts all worked 
cuffo and were paid off in sand- 
wiches and pop, as compared to the 
Terrace Club fest prepared for the 








A third Britisher among last week’s 
appearances drew press acclaim, be- 
ing Raymond Massey, who opened 
in ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’. Massey, 
wha is a Canadian, is known in Lon- 
don, also on Broadway, but ‘Lincoln’ 
is rated his top performance over 
here. As with ‘Hamlet’, the critics 
were not in full accord, one notice 
in particular being distinctly adverse. 

Wilfred Lawson, another English- 
man on last week’s premiere card, 
who appeared in ‘I Have Been Here 
Before’, caught the nod of some re- 
viewers, but was hardly in the run- 
ning with his compatriots and the 
play is regarded as ditsinctly doubt- 
ful of landing. 





top execs. That session was by spe- 
cial invitation only via engraved 
cards. 

Half of the mob there seemed to 
ignore the show completely, look- 
ing very much like they would have 
been there, show or no show, just to 
see how Fair was _ progressing. 
Autograph hounds littered the en- 
tire place, but they were fooled, 
too, and were settling for any and 
all signatures asking  indiscrimi- 
nately and then inquiring later, not 
wanting the day to be a total loss. 

There’s talk of making it all up 
to those who were nicked with $10 
ducats, the Center theatre being 
mentioned for another attempt. ~ 


























Wednesday, October 19, 1938 


CHATTER 





; 


VARIETY 





Broadway 


Mary Mason on a week’s visit to 
Topeka, Kans. 

Lou Cowan, Chicago p.a., 
quickie to Manhattan. 

Deal to turn old Friars clubhouse 
jnto night spot fell through. 

Vicki Abbott understudying Claire 
Luce in the tousing ‘Miee and Men.’ 





Seaman Jacobs has exited Irving | 
Lehrer’s praisery to join Dorothy | 


Ross. 

Terry Waiker, Paramount starlet, 
follows Lina Basquette into Leon & 
Eddie’s. 

Troy Orr, in charge of 20th-Fox 
Coast advertising, in town for home 
office confabs. 

Clarence Jacobson is the company 


manager of ‘Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ | 


at ihe Plymouth. 

William Caryl, manager of ‘Hellza- 
poppin,’ hobbling on cane because 
of foot afftiction. 

Jack Norworth 
‘courtesy card’ 
bracing him for a touch. 

Wayne Randall has returned from 
Maine to his post at NBC and for 
the wedding of his son. 

Charlie Einfeld (WB), with Mrs. 
Einfeld, due in from the Coast for a 
month, or more, Nev. 1. 

Hub Whiteman, cowhand-judge at 
the Madison Square Garden rodeo, is 
cousin of Paul Whiteman. 

Bob Taplinger 


issues a punched 


east to handle 


‘Brother Rat’ bally for Warners at | 


Virginia Military Institute. 

Billy Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, 
Inc. is the corporate name of his new 
spot in the Piccadilly hotel. 

Entertainment Managers’ Assn., 
booker group, holding annual ball 
at the Capitol hotel, Dec. 4. 


The ‘zamba’ or ‘samba’ is the new | 


dance (from Brazil) that the smart 
spots are trying to put over. 

Universal poured yesterday aft for 
Joe Pasternak, Deanna Durbin’s pro- 
ducer, at the Rainbow Room. 

Tyree Dillard, Jr., Metro attorney, 
returns to N. Y. this week after 
brief vacation in North Carolina. 

Ben Goetz and Sam Wood sail to- 
day (Wednesday) to start Metro’s 
third London production, ‘Mr. Chips.’ 

John Monks and Fred Finkelhoffe, 
Jr., have finished a new musical 
comedy which Marc Connelly may 
present, 

Duke McHale is assisting George 
Balanchine in staging the dances for 
George Abboit’s “The Boys from 
Syracuse. 

Dan Kelley, Universal’s casting 
department chief, in town to give 
New York screen possibilities the 
once-over. 

New York nitery biz so good, de- 
spite the flock of new joints opening, 
they're wondering where all the 
coin’s coming from. 

Mrs: Dave Taps, wife of booker 


and mother of Jonie Taps, Shapiro- | 
Bernstein’s professional manager, in | * : 
| into the saloon talent until there was | 


hospital for operation. 

Jim Crowley, Fordham’s football 
coach, to be initiated into Circus 
Saints and Sinners tonight (Wednes- 
day) at the Commodore. 

Chester Morris left Friday (14) for 
the Coast after closing a tour of per- 
sonals which wound up at the 
Strand. Due back at RKO. 

Harry M. Warner interested in 
*Abe Lincoln in Illinois’ for WB. Sam 
Goldwyn personally saw ‘Dame Na- 
ture’ and may take that Broadway 


play. 
Irving Berlin's private office 
streamlined, air-conditioned and 


generally tricked up during the 
songsmith’s London absence. A sur- 
prise. 

Less than a week after the preem 
of his marathon ‘Hamlet,’ Maurice 
Evans has already put his next pro- 
duction, ‘King Henry IV,’ into re- 
hearsal. 

(Miss) Buddy Hemming, known 
also as Patricia Worthington, long in 
show business, is ill, May be reached 
care of General Delivery, Nevada 
City, Calif. 

Al Allen (and Croel), current at 
Loew’s State, uses beer in his act. 
Keeps a supply backstage in cooler 
with label on it: ‘Please do noi 
touch props.’ 

Clifford Goldsmith, in New York 
once a week for his Kate Smith 
broadcast, always sees at least one 
act of his comedy, ‘What a Life,’ at 
the Biltmore. 

While Ralph Whitehead was away 
from his AFA office recently, book- 
keepers’ and office workers’ union 
siepped in and erganized girls. Lat- 
ter had complained of long hours 
and no exiras. 

Newest 52d street spots are the 
Constantinople, Turkish cuisine, 
trensplanted by the Eurenjys from 
30th street, and the Trec, new Mike 
Riley swingereo, yet to open. 

To ease the doubling strain on 
Tommy Dorsey. from the Paramount 
to the Hotel New Yorker, Emery 
Deutsch’s band is pinch-hitting for 
the dinner sessions at the hotel. 

Oliver Stabilla, head of Seliciones 
Multicolor, Caracas film firm, leaves 
for home Friday (21) after only one 
week here. Recalled home before 
being able to negotiate distribution 
deals for Venezuela. 

John Murvhy, operator of a Brook- 
lyn cafe, calls himself the Billy Rose 
of Brooklyn. Derives label from fact 
that he takes acts that have exited 
the Casa Manana, ie. Charlie King, 
Eddie Leonard, Pat Rooney, et al. 

Robert Bowers has _ succeeded 
Frenk Heller as one of the G-men 
and as general understudy in the 
original company of “You Can't Take 


on a 


as a gag to those! 


It With You” Heller 
ing master. 

George D. Cronan, 66, house detec- 
|tive at Hotel Astor since 1916, who 
'three weeks ago was stricken with 
an attack of heart disease and was 
confined to the Post-Graduate hos- 
pital, now convalescing at his home 
in Brooklyn. 


New Haven 


By Hareld M. Bone 











Gene Rodney back home on the 
farm. 

Thornton Wilder home 
several weeks. 

Boake Carter due at Arena Oct. 
17 on lecture tour. 
| Adelina Leonard granted divorce 
| and resumption of maiden name of 
Poli. 
| Rube Goldberg among celebs in 


| for ‘Leave It to Me’ preem at the | 


Shubert. 


| Alexander Winnick elected state 
|v. p. of American Federation of 
Musicians. 


| Arena working on plan for occa- 
| sional vaude, with opener penciled 

for Oct. 23. 

Wilcox’s Savin Rock, trying name 
; bands Sunday night, with Mal Hal- 
| lett as starter. 

Poli manager Bob Russell carried 
appeal for salary claim against Poli 
| estate to high court. 

Reversing the usual procedure 
| about child attendance at pix, local 


Lincoln, advertising special kid 
Saturday a. m. shows, states, ‘No 
| adult will be admitted unless ac- 


| companied by at least one child.’ 


Birth of Nitery | 


(Continued from page 2) 














|Last Farewell, Toot Toot, Goodbye’. 
| Wenrich countered with a coon song 
describing the plight of a sepia gigolo 
called, ‘I Wonder What’s The Matter 
With The Mail? It Never Was So Late 
Before’. After Ingraham had been 
signed by Shapiro, Bernstein & Von 
Tilzer, Bernie Adler came to work 
for Train and wrote the first ragtime 
song ever set to lyrics. It was called 
‘That Lovin Rag’ and was first intro- 
duced at the Pekin theatre, a colored 
house run by Bob Mott at 27th and 
|State Streets. Harrison Steward was 
| the comic of the show, Aida Overton 
| Walker the prima donna and old 
| Tim Brymm the musical conductor. 
| The song caught on and swept the 
| country. 

| Chirpers All 


Vaudeville was coming along at a 





| rapid pace and the talent scouts cut 


‘ succeeded 
George Tobias as the Russian danc- 


here for | 


Paris 
By Hugo 


Bob Ritchie in tow... 
Raimu in from Berlin. 
Eddy Moran in town. 
Chester Hale over for look. 
Ray Goetz over for weekend. 
‘Jezebel’ (WB) at the Apollo. 
Jeanne Aubert topping European 
| bill. 
Serge Glykson’s orchestra at Bag- 
dad. 
| Lambeth Walk hitting Folies-Ber- 
gere. 
| Raymond Cordy off for military 
| duty. 
| ‘Sabotage’ will be Pierre Chenal’s 
| next. 

Andre Daven planning Hollywood 
visit. 

Lyda Sue looking over Hamburg 
offers. 





| Hollywood is Montmartre’s latest 
cabaret. 
King Vidor and wife in from Juan- 
les-Pins. 
Ford Harrison’s band back 
| Bagatelle. 
| Jim Witteried over for weekend 
, from London. 
| Georges Rigaud mulling new Hol- 
i lywood offers. 
New Casino de Paris revue sched- 
uled to open soon. 
| Five new films this week, 
| French, two American. 
| ‘French Without Tears’ closing at 
| Theatre Saint-Georges. 
| Fernand Dally out of army 
| back into Lune Rousse revue. 
| ‘Leonidas,’ new one by Louis Ver- 
neuil, in rehearsal at Theatre de 
| Paris. 





into 


three 


and 


| Pierre Fresnay back from army | 


| duty, shooting of ‘Three Waltzes’ re- 
sumed, 

Short (and Long) through from 
Germany to London to fill engage- 
ments there. 

Leon Mathod, star of silent days, 


several successes. 


which he’s making. 


London 


Paul Oscard off to Paris for a few 
days, then sails from there to New 
York. 

Mitty Golden (Rottenberg & 
Golden) in town on talent hunt for 
the ABC, Paris. 

Chester Hale gals used by the 
| British Broadcasting Corp. for tele- 
| vision thrice in one week. 

Tommy Russell (Russell and Mar- 
coni) playing the Coliseum while his 
sister, Sue Ryan, is playing the 
Palladium. 











turning actor again after megging | 


Alfred Rode off to Hungary to) 
shoot exteriors of ‘La Danube Bleu,’ | 


ing Stanley engagement and cast 
gave her a cake on stage. 

Dramatic instructor Ray E. Hurd 
playing Doremus Jessup 
house’s ‘It Can’t Happen Here.’ 

John Montague in ahead of ‘I'd 
Rather Be Right’ and Charlie Wash- 
burn beating drums for the Lunis. 


Sydney 


By Eric Gorrick 

Lew Parks appointed to handle 
publicity fer Williamson-Tait. 

Greater Union rushing work for 
quick completion of Victory, Sydney. 

Harry Howard’s ‘Hollywood Hotel’ 
| players arrived here for the Fullers. 
| Williamson-Tait sending ‘No, No, 
| Nanette’ into the nabes for a brief 
ir 
| 








‘artists to spot under own manage- 
ment, 


‘Blockade’ (UA) was previewed to 


|religious and political bodies re- 
i cently. 
| Dr. Malcolm Sargent concluded | 


| season for Australian Broadcasting | 
| Commission. 
| ~ Will Mahoney, after big click in 
| Melbourne, opened Sydney season 
| for Tivoli chain. 
| Legit managers thinking of pro- 
ducing pantos this Yuletide in both 
Sydney and Melbourne. 

War threats caused newsreel the- 
|atres to revive the march of Time 
reel, ‘Inside Nazi Germany.’ 

Dave Martin hopeful for the open- 
|ing of his Minerva theatre shortly. 
' Undecided whether to start off with 
ja picture or legit. 
Grappling season shows no ease off | 
| with the approach of warm weather. | 
Top wrestlers currently here include | 
|Ray Steele, Sammy Stein and Vin- 
cent Lopez. Coin has come aplenty | 


in Play-| 


un, 
Stuart F. Doyle on lookout for top | 


| | Hollywood 





| Joe Rivkin abed with flu. 
Jack Oakie a ditto. 

Ralph Byrd bought a rancho. 
| Bert Gordon in Victorville rodeo. 
‘ Bob Burns planning Havana vaca- 
| tion. 
| Rosalind Russell back from Lon- 
| don, 
| Wesley Ruggles in from European 
| tour. 
Jack Pierce planed in from Chi- 
| Cago, 
Albert Ray to hospital for obser- 
| vation. 


| Phil Berle sunning at Palm 
| Springs. 

Max Mack in from London for 
| confabs. 


Pinky Tomlin northwest on per- 
sonal tour. 

Sam Moore broke an ankle play- 
ing tennis. 

Marjorie Keeler on six-week pc<r- 
sonal tour. 

Leon Fromkess in from New York 
for confabs. 

Tay Garnett mulling yacht trip up 
the Amazon. 

Don Ameche moved in his new 
valley home. 

Basil Rathbone back from Broad- 
way holiday. 

Sherrill Cohn recuperating from 
sinus operation, 

Tyrone Power leaves for South 
America Nov. 2. 

Rey Del Ruth back at work after 
three days abed. 

Lestie Fenton and Ann Dvorak 
baek from Europe. 

Mrs, Mack Millar and Mrs. Jimmy 
Fidler off for N. Y. 

F. H. Reed returning to Australia 
after gandering studies. 

Bobby Jordan taking sunbaths on 


for the grunt merchants over recent | the desert near Victorville. 


weeks. 





Frisco Fair 











(Continued from page 1) 


| 
| 





been his way, so far, in forc-! 
ing restrictions everywhere pos~ | 
sible in the vicinity of the N. Y. 
World’s Fair. No new  oniteries, 
bars and grills, etc., are permitted 
within a mile radius of the Fair 
grounds. Several who gambled on | 





the idea have lost thousands of dol- | 


ilars in investments when licensing | 


| was nixed by Alcoholic Beverage | wood’s pioneer femme agents, joined . 


| Control board and other agencies. 
|Hot dog, concessionaires, ,uiceries 


land kindred on-the-edge-of-things 


Shirley Temple returned to the 
job after two days’ illness. 

Vicki . Lester recovering 
emergency appendectomy. 

Douglas Smith, Pete’s son, lost a 
fingertip in a photo trimmer. 

John P. Filbert and Guy Gunder- 
son threw venison barbecues. ; 

Jack Knight flying cross-country in 
20-year-old DeHaviland plane. 

Leon Schlesinger tossed a dinner 
for his softball league champs. 

Dorothy Duean here from N. Y. to 
write about Hollywood homes. 

David O. Selznick’s eye cut when 
tennis ball smashed his glasses. 

Brian Donlevy back from Death 
Valley, where he owns a mine. 

Anna May Wong remodeling her 
San Vicente house, Chinese style. 

Jessie Wadsworth, one of Holly- 


from 


forces with Earl Cramer. 
George Cukor invited to talk about 
motion pictures at annual forum of 


speculators are similarly banned. N. Y¥. Herald Trib next Tuesday 


| hardy any left. Harry Fox got a 
job with Dave Marion in burlesque: 
George McKay went with Richard 
Carle in a show called ‘The Maid 
and the Mummy’; Felix Adler signed 
with Sullivan & Considine; George 
Whiting opened in a cabaret act at 
Hammerstein's that was produced 
by Charlie Grapewin; Jack Lewis, 
who had been singing Irish songs on 
Chicago's 3ist street, left for New 
York where he met Ed Wynn. They 
had an act written by Wolfie Gilbert 
called ‘The Freshman and the Sopho- 
more’ and that was the birth of 
Wynn and: Lewis, one of the best 
two-men acts of the period. Al 
White joined out with Earl Taylor 
and Harry Kranzman and got some 
vaudeville dates; Artie Mehlinger 
grabbed himself a banjo player 
named Louis Stepner and a tall 
comic named King, and the Ham- 
merstein audience heard ‘Casey 
Jones’ for the first time and liked it. 
Terry Sherman, Morty Hyman and 
Eddie Van Shack teamed up and 
| were booked immediately; Fred Sos- 
;man did a single. I opened with 
Richard Carle in the ‘Mayor of 
Tokio’; Sidney Gibson went with 
Carter de Haven's sister. 

The cafes of the hinterland had 
heard of the talent around Chicago 
and the Shiff Bros. and Pratt & 
Tierney, San Francisco cafe owners, 
sent emissaries east to try and en- 
tice the talent west. 
| lucky in getting one of the greatest 
| back-room entertainers that ever 
| lived, Lee Lloyd. 
fore he had his own place on the 
beach at Frisco. It was called The 
Breakers. The ‘Porterhouse Kid’ 
| went west with Lloyd, but didn’t like 
| Frisco and went south to Los An- 
geles, where he got a job with David 
Wark Griffith Bob Adams met a 
lad named Bob Alden. They doubled 
_up for the first time in New York 
land were signed for England where 
| the name, ‘The Two Bobs,’ became a 
|housebold word. ‘Bobs’ still over 
there. 

Then came the deluge. 
short time the market was flooded 
|with piano acts. Harry Carroll, 
|Harry Tierney, Nat Ayres, Benny 
| Fields, Benny Davis and a host of 
| others. Variety was a bonanza, lo 
NVA: no WPA, just talent, . Ah, 
there, Mr. Rose. 











It wasn’t long be- | 


Val Parnell taking a look at Syd 
Tomack and Reiss Bros. at Ciro’s 
club, with General Theatres Corp. 
dates in view. 

Next Grosvenor House show due 
Dec. 15 and will be headed by the 
Three Musical Boys. Will have a 
Gay ‘90s background. 

Immediately on his return from 
U. S., Alexander Korda renewed 
preparations to film ‘Lawrence of 
Arabia.’ It has been on and off sev- 
era] times. 

Paul Draper, now at the Cafe de 
Paris, at $1,250 per week, played 
London, at the Cafe Anglais, 10 
years ago, getting $75. He had been 
booked by Henry Sherek at the 
recommendation of his aunt, Ruth 
Draper. 

Charles Henry goes to Brighton 
Hipoodrome as manager. He’s being 
replaced by Roy Rich, present man- 
ager of London Hippodrome, with 
Frank Hornby, whom Henry replaces 
at Hippodrome, Brighton, taking 
similar position at the London Hip- 


podrome. 
Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cehen 








Freda Lazier new vocalist with 
Nelson Maples’ band. 


Max Tarshis off to Philly to join 
Happy Felton’s reorganized orch. 

Johnny Harris has knocked off 10 
pounds via diet route and still going. 
| Burleigh Grimes’ daughter, Char- 





They were jotte, working here at Eddie Peyton's | 


spot. 
_ Jimmy Totmans expect the stork 
in about six weeks. It'll be their 
first, 


| Danny White comes back to town 
Friday (21) with new Ted Lewis 
unit. 

| John Hooley to Detreit for few 
| weeks as relief manager for Harris 
| circuit. 

| Islam Grotto Players doing ‘Louder 
| Please’ with Ed Komerpda in Lee 
Tracy role. 

| Variety Club trying to land Texas’ 
W. Lee O’Daniel for annual shin- 
diz next week. 

Rosey Rowswell toastmaster at an- 


| 
| 
| 


Within a nual banguet of Al Abrams’ Dapper 4 result, 5-man bands went into, 


| Dan club Nov. 20. 

| Harry Kalmine in New York for 

‘few days to line up additional flesh 

| bookings for Stanley. 

| Louise Mann said to have passed 
up 52d street offer in New York to 

; stav at Playhouse Grill. 

' Kay Conklin’s birthday fell dur- 


Those places which were already | 
open before the Fair got under way | 
may remain, but heat was attempied | 
on them also. There has been some | 
restrictions effected in way of limit- | 
ing fancy signs, loud advertising and | 
bally, ete. 

Whalen, it’s reported, wanted 
everything within a 1,000-foot radius 
of the Fair removed altogether, but 
local taxpayers put up such a beef 
that he had to back water a little | 
on this move and hit out for present 
setup. 





(25). 
Glasgow 


Bertram Mills Circus closed. 

Fritz Kreisler did a p.a. in the 
Coneert Hall at the British Empire 
Exhibition. 

Under the regime of F. W. Ogilvie, 
new BBC chief, Scotch tradition will 
be broken by the presentation of jazz 
on a Sabbath. 

Marcus Clar®, former assistant di- 
reetor at Paramount, arrived here 
intends to go on a camera spree and 
‘shoot’ Europe as it really is. 


© G t-British trying to rush th 
| Super Machines || compiciea Political 











completed newsreel, ‘The Political 
| Life of Neville Chamberlain,’ inte its 
theatres here and elsewhere. 

‘Snow White’ booked for one week 
at the Picture House held over a sec- 
| ond week, and likely to go more if 
business of renting out large electric | oP ieee, OF nee deeeatnoen 
phonographs and a kit of the latest | ing Empire theatre into a radio stu- 
discs by pop bands for dances and | dio for a broadcast next week, first 
parties. Instead of hiring an orches- | time an audience will ret a peep at 
tra, it’s much cheaper to just hire | a ecootene: aon $y —— — a 
the instrument, and the music is usu- a ¥ a crew 
ally much superior to what a local | fr @ session at the Glasgow Empire 
head aan eonwviae | Nov. 14. Hylton also to play at the 

x ; charity coneert for the Homeopathic 

Union is inserting clauses in all/| hospital, scheduled for Nov. 20 at 


new closed shop contracts with ho- | Empire. 














(Continued from page 1) 








tels and dance halls prohibiting the 
use of the machines. It’s impossible 
to take any action on the old ones, 
but the aid of NAPA and ASCAP 











is being sought to get them to con- | By Les Rees 
|trol the use of the platters which 
| they license. St. Paul Civic Opera company 


opening its season with ‘Aida.’ 
| Andrew Sisters, appearing with 
Jimmy Dorsey at Orpheum, back in 


| Musicians Union clamped down 
quickly last week on indie film 


| houses running ‘Jitterbug Contests’ hometown. 


| without live tooters. Several the- | Paramount had trade screening of 
|atres were using the new bo. hypo ‘Men with Wings,’ ‘If I Were King,’ 
‘and having the kids terp to tunes and ‘Arkansas Traveler.’ 
provided by dises put on a machine| Harry Nelson, St. James, Minn., 
| by the projectionists. exhibitor, passed through en route 
to Florida for his health. 

On complaint of the A. F. M. local, Freddie Fisher’s Schnickelfritz 
the reelmen were forbidden by, band coming into Hotel St. Paul 
their union to touch any sound for month, starting Nov. 3. 
‘equipment not directly connected | | —— aaa! goueaite a 

. : . ures pres in wn close 
with the sereening of a picture. As’ Paramount Northwest circuit deal. 

Lani McIntyre’s Hawaiian orches- 
tra follows Bill Bardo imto Hotel 
a Minnesota Tower tomorrow 
(20). 

Billy Elson pinch hit for Jimmy 
Waiker as toastmaster at ‘Friendship 
Benouet’ tossed by Northwest the- 
atre owners here for Eddie Golden, 
| Monogram vice-president. 


| three houses, the Broadway, Cam- 
|den, and the Jumbo and Palm in 
Philly. 

All Warner houses running the 
jitter tests regularly use live music 
on Friday nights, when the terping 
| takes place. 
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News From 





This department contains rewritten theatrical news items as pub- 
lished during the week in the daily papers of New York, Chicago, 
San Francisco, Hollywood and London. Variety takes no credit for || 
these news items; each has been rewritten from a daily paper. 


the Dailies 





; 
| 
| 








East 


Theatre Education League = an- 
nounces its first lecture for Oct. 28. 
Had been announced for last week. 
Jane Cowl, Orson Welles and Robert 
E. Sherwood to be the speakers. 

Recent Italian demonstration 
against the Jews has forced G. B. 
Shaw to rewrite his new play, 
‘Geneva.’ Had a scene in which 
Mussolini told Hitler he was foolish 
to persecute the Jews. Now the 
Duce is in the same box. 

Last Wednesday’s preview of ‘Dan- 
ton’s Death’ postponed when it was 
discovered that some of the stage 
machinery would not work, Audi- 
ence given tickets for a later show, 
but permitted to remain and watch 
the rehearsal. 

Distillers Institute to make an ex-| 
hibit at the N. Y. World’s Fair, but 
will not exhibit any liquors. Just 
educational. 

At the Rodeo last week one of the 
contestants roped a section of railing 
instead of a calf. Ripped off 10 feet 
before he could check his nag. 

Catholic Actors’ Guild held a 
dance and entertainment at the Plaza 
Sunday. Its 25th year, and cele- | 
brating. 

‘Knickerbocker Holiday’ preluded | 
its opening at the Barrymore tonight | 
with a preview for the benefit of the 
Westchester County Children’s Assn. 
last nicht. 

Random House to publish Clare | 
Booth’s ‘Kiss the Boys Goodbye.’ | 

Local store put on a skating cos- | 
tume fashion show at the Gay) 
Bledes rink last Friday. 

John Orosky who used to play. 
witn Sousa reported to the police 
that his wife had decamped with his 
$400 flute. She can keep on going 
if she wants to, but he would like 
the flute back. 

Italian authorities urge patriots 
not to laugh at Chaplin or the Marx 
Brothers. They’re non-Aryan, so 
thev can’t be funny. : 

Henry Miller’s theatre offering 
New Year reservations now for ‘Kiss 
the Boys Goodbye.’ 

Phila Arts and Sciences Society 
gives Catherine Littlefield a gold 








medal in recognition of her work in 
developing the ballet. 5 

Newest vastronomic hook-uv is 
the Society of Amateur Chefs, 
formed at the Astor last week. To 
meet and consume food cooked by 
the membership. which includes Ben 
Irvine Rutler, Gelett Bursess, Dud- 
Jev Field M>lone, Boh Davis, Achmed 
Abdullah, Ford Madox Ford. Jack 
Demnsev and Alexander Kirkland. 

Wire in Hector’s cafeteria. in the 
Hotel Cleridge Thursday nivht did 
rn even disturb the diners, but gave 
B’way strollers an excuse to stand 
around and gawk. 

District of Columbia to use neak 
of Washincton Monument as two- 
way radio station to send and re- 
ceive fire alarms. 

Maior Rowes back in the hospital 
with that crushed finger. 

‘Tt Married An Angel’ to sive a 
mtinee YWriday afterroon for the 
Actors’ Fird. First A.F. benefit of 
tho new cse*son. 

Thea Kolivods, domestic. eollavsed 
fn the Cosinn theatre. E. 86th street. 
Thirsdav. Diagnosed as An over- 
doce of sleenine tablets by Bellevue. 

Tiadv for a Nay’ the demonstroe- 
tion film in the first of Sidnev. Kanf- 
man’s lerti-es on the cinema at the 
New School for Social Research last 
Monday. 

Nenartment store puts on ‘Snow 
White and the Seven Dwarfs’ for a 
two week run. Started last Satur- 
day. To advertise its own marion- 
ettes and theatres. 

Mrs. Chauncey C. Woodworth 
Vallee, Widow of the millionaire 

erfume manufacturer, suing in West 

Im Beach for a divorce from Val 
Errie, bard leader, whose real name 
is Ernest P. Vallee. They were mar- 
ried last January. 

New Theatre League nlanned a 
arty for Will Geer and Herta Wear 
ast Saturday, with their marriage 
the star event. But Geer forgot 
Columbus Day was a holiday, and 
could not procure the license. Had 
a reception that night and hitched 
Monday. 

Westchester court gives landowners 
the right to sell top soil from their 
property to contractors for filling at 
the World’s Fair. Injunction against 
the practice denied. 

Newly formed Greek Actors Assn. 
applies to 4-A for a charter. To 
cover all types of entertainment. 

Margaret Webster starting on a 
100,000 word history of the stage 
from 1865. Will feature her father, 
Ben Webster and her mother, the 
latter Dame, May Whitty. 

‘Pins and Needles’ celebrated its 
400th performance Monday night. 

Met Opera announces a roster of 
101 singers. up four from last year. 
There are 14 newcomers. 
Leonard Field joins Jerome Mayer 


{ 


in production. First will be ‘Blow | 


Bugle, Blow.’ 

Daniel Moriarty, Birmingham | 
'banker and veteran football official | 
died at the Yankee Stadium, Satur- 
day, while umpiring a game. | 

Ashes of the late Warner Oland, 
iwho was cremated in Stockholm, | 
| Sweden, following his death there, 
were buried in the Eviscopal ceme- | 
itery, Southborough, Mass., Oct. 13. 
For many years he and Mrs. Oland ! 
,owned a farm in the adjacent town- | 
iship of Southville. 


| Billygoat from the Rodeo at Madi- | 
|} son Square Garden, N. ; strolled | 
from its pen and went on a tour of 
the city Monday morning. Cops 
| finally roped it in a hardware store 
'on Sixth Ave., five blocks from the 
| Garden, after a chase twice that dis- 
tance. 

Golfer in Atlanta wanted to hear 
a football game and get in a round 
at the same time so he hired two 
caddies. One to tote his clubs, other 
to carry a portable radio. 





| 
{ 


| 





Coast 





Franz Steininger, composer; Jane 
Novak, actress, and Fred Malatesta, 
actor, filed bankruptcy pleas in L.A. 
Steininger listed $25,984 in liabilities 
and $28,300 assets; Miss Novak, 
none ge and $100; Malatesta, $1,098 

$56. 


Two L.A. niteries, Hawaiian Para- 
dise’ and Alpine Village, entered 
bankruptcy proceedings, former list- 
ing debts of $44,060 and assets of 
$10,573, and the latter $24,586 in lia- 
bilities and $28,447 assets. 

Ken Maynard, film cowboy and 
circus owner, was sued in L.A. for 
separate maintenance of $500 a 
month by Mary Elsie Maynard. 

Raymond Heindorf, arranger at 
Warners studio, is defendant in a 
divorce suit in L.A., his wife asking 
one-fourth of his income to support 
herself and son. 

Caroline Kay, dancer, won a di- 
vorce in L.A. from Ernest S. Allen. 

Faith Bacon, dancer, filed $375,000 
suit against Sally Rand in LA., 
claiming she originated the fan 
dance which Miss Rand performs. 

Mrs. Lillian Coogan Bernsteih, 
mother of Jackie Coogan, was denied 
a motion in L.A. court to release 
$40,000 from her first husband’s es- 
tate, now in receivership pending the 
outcome of young Coogan’s suit for 
an accounting of his earnings as a 
film moppet. 

Judith Allen’s home in Van Nuys, 
Cal., was robbed of $1,000 in jewels 
while the actress was in Chicago. 


MARRIAGES 


Marie Arbuckle to Paul Green in 
Yuma, Ariz., Oct. 8. Bride is a radio 
singer; he’s an NBC announcer in 
Hollywood. 

Peggy Layton to Charles Springer, 
in Cumberland, Md., Oct. 13. Bride’s 
a show girl, he’s staff musician at 
WCAE, Pittsburgh, 

Peggy Zevansky to Max Adkins, 
in Cumbarland, Md., Oct. 13. He’s 
arranger for WCAE, Pittsburgh, Air- 
liners. 

Priscilla Rose Clancy to Henry 
Daniel Goodwin in Arlington, Mass., 
Oct. 12. He’s news editor of WBZ 
and WBZA, Boston-Springfield, Mass. 

Kitty Morgan to Don Thompson, 
in Virginia City, Nev., Oct. 10. Bride 
is with the program department of 
NBC, San Francisco; he’s news edi- 








tor and special events head at NBC's 
San Francisco division. 

Cora McGregor to Glen Ritter, in 
Wichita, Oct. 9. Bride is of the 
Modernettes Trio at KANS, Wichita; 
he’s the station’s chief engineer. 

Pinkie Lawrie to Andy Hervey in 
Las Vegas, Cal., Oct. 16. He’s in 
Metro publicity department. 

Theresa Weingarten to Michael 
Raymond, in New York, scheduled 
for Oct. 30. He’s a film writer. 





BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Phil Pemberton, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Oct. 14. 
Father is head of Paramount’s pro- 
duction department. 

Mr. and Mrs. Barney Carr, daugh- 
ter, in Hollywood, Oct. 12. Father 
is assistant director for Hal Roach. 

Mr. and Mrs. Madison Lindsey, 
daughter, in Hollywood, Oct. 12. 
Father is projectionist at Fox-Flor- 
ence theatre, Hollywood. 

Mr. and Mrs. Herbert M. Miller, 
; Son, in Philadelphia, Oct. 9. Father 
is film trade paper editor. 

Mr. and Mrs. Larry Semon, twin 
daughters, Oct. 14, Santa Monica. 
Father is a radio singer in South 
America. 





Self Regulation 


(Continued from page 3) 





various exhibitor bodies can be ex- 
pedited. S. R. Kent, chairman of the 
committee, and Ned E. Depinet 
(RKO) will meet with the MPTOA 
people, while Grad Sears (WB), W. F. 
Rodgers (M-G) and Abe Montague 
(Col) will huddle with the Allied 
group. It is planned that Montague 
shall also act as an alternate, sitting 


in with either Kent or Depinet in 


;case one is unable to do so; also to 


act as coordinator between the split- 
up sections of the distributor com- 
mittee. 

Agreeing to devote the maximum 
amount of time physically possible 
to the parleys with exhibitors, the 


| distrib committee members also will 


maintain a close, daily contact with 
the trade press whose fullest co- 
operation is sought. Starting tight 
(Wed.), a daily statement, if any- 
thing has happened, will be pre- 
pared while possibly beginning next 
week as preliminary procedure and 
dating of meetings is more fully set, 
the distributor representatives may 
try to meet with the trade reporters 
each day. 

In order that there be no conflic- 
tion of statements, with representa- 
tions on progress or other matters 
made from many camps, the distrib- 
utors will propose that joint state- 
ments be issued with whichever 
group or groups is concerned in the 
news occurring. This was suggested 
at a meeting with the trade press 
yesterday morning (Tues.) in Rod- 
gers offices at Metro by Sears. De- 
pinet and Montague were also pres- 
ent at this meeting, with Rodgers 
acting as spokesman. 


Allied’s Meets 

Allied, which meets in Atlantic 
City tomorrow (Thurs.), in a New 
York-New Jersey convention, but 
where also Allied will hold a board 
meeting, asked Rodgers for an ap- 
pointment prior to this date and 
Rodgers agreed to the noon meeting 
yesterday (Tues.) for discussion of 
procedure or tentative acceptance 
for future negotiating parleys of any 
platform Allied submits. The Allied 
committee set up for negotiating in- 
clude Abram F. Myers, general 
counsel; Col. H. A. Cole of Texas; 
Nathan Yamins, president, of Fall 
River, Mass.; Sidney Samuelson of 
New Jersey; Al Steffes of Minneap- 
olis and Roy Branch of Michigan. In 
all probability Allied leaders will 
discuss more fully its approach to 
coming meetings at which trade 
practice points will be tackled dur- 
ing its gathering in .\tlantic City 
tomorrow (Thurs.). 

MPTOA’s Committee 

The MPTOA, meeting in New 
York Monday (17) and yesterday 
(Tues.) to discuss its procedure, 
elected a committee of 10 to confer 
with the distributors. It consists of 
Ed Kuykendall, president; Ed Levy, 
general counsel; C. E, Williams of 
Nebraska; R, V. Harvey, San Fran- 
cisco; Lewen Pizor of Philadelphia; 
Oscar Lam of Georgia; Mack Jack- 
son of Alabama; Arthur Lockwood 
of Connecticut; M. C. Moore of Flor- 
ida and Sam Pinanski. Last-men- 
tioned is the only affiliated chain 
member of this committee, being op- 
erator with M. J. Mullin of New 
England Paramount theatres, 

MPTOA will pattern its approach 
to negotiations with distribs on its 
10-point program, while Allied is ex- 
pected to prepare a stronger slate, 
including, among other things, elim- 
ination of block booking, restriction 
of theatre expansion and what it 
considers unfair allocations, Strong- 
est point with the MPTOA, on which 
Allied and other groups are expect- 
ed to see eye-to-eye, concerns can- 
cellation privileges under contracts 
that will be in excess of 10% for- 
merly permitted. MPTOA has been 
talking about demands for a 20% 
cancellation privilege without re- 
strictions. 

Distributor leaders, on and off the 
official negotiating committee set up, 
are not unmindful of the magnitude 
of the effort being made to frame 
industry machinery to cover buyer- 
seller relations in all its various 
knotty phases, nor that it premises 
to be a long, arduous job. There is 
no telling how many meetings will 
have to be held, how many involved 
points will cause delays, how much 
reporting back and forth will be 
necessary, what legal angles will 
have to be discussed carefully, what 
friction may develop, etc. For this 
reason, no one can estimate how 
jlong it may take to get to a satis- 
factory pact on trade practices but 
indications are that all distributors, 
anxious to arrive at a concordat 
that will prove practical, are now 
ready to go a long way trying to 
achieve that end, Success can be of 
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OBITUARIES 


CHARLES (DOC) FONDA 

Charles Fonda, 71, showman for 
many years, died in Syracuse Oct. 
11. He had been in retirement for 
several years, but was still listed in 
the city directory as an entertainer. 

He joined the Nathan circus in 
1882, working in the cook tent, but 
soon graduated to a Punch and Judy 
act with the Frank Robbins. show. 
Later he took to lecturing with the 


| sideshow and presently developed a 


ventroloquial act, mixing his special- 
ties as circumstances required. He 
worked chiefly with the circus, but 
also had been connected with medi- 
cine shows. 

He retired several years ago to 
reside in Syracuse, which he and his 


wife, Anetta Keller, regarded as 
their home. She died about a year 
ago. Burial was locally. 





OSCAR H. WILLIAMSON 


Oscar Howell Williamson, Jr., 32, 
manager of 6,000-seat Municipal 
Auditorium, Atlanta, died last week 
of injuries received Saturday (8) on 
Hey-Dey ride of Rubin & Cherry 
Carnival midway day before closing 
of Southeastern Fair. 

Harold R. Harris, who accom- 
panied Williamson on fatal ride, told 
police they were hardly seated on 
ride when it started suddenly, hurl- 
ing Williamson 15 feet into air, his 
head striking guard railing in fall. 
Williamson, a heavy-set former 
amateur wrestler, suffered fractured 
skull and crushed vertebrae in fall. 

Williamson became manager of 
City Aude in 1934, succeeding 
Walker T. Lee, who met death in an 
automobile accident in Mississippi 
that year. 

Wife, two sons and brother sur- 
vive, 





SAMUEL H. BORISKY 


Samuel H. Borisky, 47, died Oct. 
14 of kidney ailment in Johns Hop- 
kins hospital at Baltimore. He had 
entered hospital two days before. 

Borisky, a native of Atlanta, 
where he was well known in motion 
picture circles, established himself 
in Chattanooga, Tenn., when he left 
army as second lieutenant after 
World War, as operator of a chain 
of neighborhood theatres. He was 
vice-president of Independent The- 
atres, 





JOHN J. STOREY 


John J. Storey, 50, managing direc- 
tor of WTAG, Worcester, Mass.. died 
at his home in that city of a heart 
attack Oct. 17. Storey had spent 
practically his entire business career 
in the employ of the Worcester Tele- 
gram and the Gazette. The Tele- 
gram owns and operates WTAG, 
whose direction he took over in 1926. 

Storey, who at one time was a 
v.p. of the National Association of 
Broadcasters, is survived by two sis- 
ters and a brother. 





ROBERT V. LATHAM 


Robert V. Latham, 59, stage direc- 
tor and inventor, died in Miami Oct. 
11, after a two-week illness. 

He was the inventor of the rolling 
stage, much used in picture theatres. 
He built many stage sets for the 
N. Y. Paramount and had managed 
theatres in Lansing, Mich., and To- 
ledo before going to Miami in 1926. 





HUGH J. GEISELMAN 


Hugh J. Geiselman, 53, for many 
years head of the Kinsey Komedy 
Ko., a tent repertoire troupe play- 
ing through Ohio, died Oct. 9 at his 
home in Loudonville, O., after a lin- 
gering illness. 

For many years he operated the 
opera house in that town and also 


owned and operated the poster plant 
there. A brother survives, 





KATHERINE CLARE WARD 


Katherine Clare Ward, 67, long 
time stage and vaude actress and for 
the past 15 years in pictures, died 
Oct. 14 in Hollywood. Last appeared 
on stage in ‘Little Nelly Kelly’, Wag 
married to Charlie Ward who com. 
posed ‘Whit¢ The Band Played On’, 

Leaves a daughter, three grand. 
children and one great grandchild, 





EDGAR ALLEN ROGERS 

Edgar Allen Rogers, 72, orchestra 
conductor, died in San Antonio, 
Oct. 10, 

He was one of the promoters of the 
old Electric Park, local amusement 
place, where he conducted orchestra 
tor touring opera companies. 

Survived by the widow, three sons, 
and two daughters. 





HARRY SHAW 


‘Harry Shaw, about 52, died Oct, 
16, 1938 in Sarasota, Florida, after 
a long illness. He was a former 
president of the National Association 
of Broadcasters and a radio station 
operatcr before his retirement from 
Waterloo, Iowa. 
Widow survives. 





LEONARD H. WINDMILLER 


Leonard H. Windmiller, 36, 20th 
Century-Fox operator, Des Moines, 
died from a heart attack while at- 
tending a foodball game, Oct. 8. 

He was formerly operator at the 
Uptown theatre. 





ANNIE SYLVESTER 
Annie Sylvester, 77, circus cyclist 
in the 80s, died Oct. 13 in Los 
Angeles. She rode a high-wheel 
bike and was billed as ‘the world’s 
greatest woman bicyclist.’ She is 
survived by a sister. 





CECELIA BALL 


Cecelia Ball, veteran emplove of 
20th-Fox exchange in Pittsburgh, 
died at her home there last Satur- 
day after a long illness. 

She leaves a brother, George Ball, 
booker in the same office, 





MARY RORKE 
Mary Rorke, 80, veteran English 
actress who retired in 1931, died in 
London Oct, 12. 
She made her first professional 
appearance in 1873. 





WILLIAM H. WRIGHT 
William H. Wright, veteran man- 
ager and stock operator, died in 
New York Oct. 12. 
Details in the legitimate depart- 
ment, 





CHARLES FREDERICK BAYER 


Charles Frederick Bayer, 68, who 
built the Palace theatre in Perryse 
ville, O., died in that city Oct. 4, 
after a year’s illness. His widow, 
five sons and two daughters survive. 





JAMES GIBSON 
James Gibson, 72, former vaude- 
ville and screen actor, died Oct. 13, 
in Los Angeles, Surviving are a 
widow and son. 





RALPH LUND 
Ralph Lund, advertising copy 
writer at RKO’s homeoffice, died at 
his home in New York, Oct. 17. 





Reynolds Janney, 80, father of 
Russell Janney, New York theatrical 
producer and grandfather of Billy 
Janney of the films, died at his home 
in Chillicothe, O., Oct. 8. 





wide industry importance for all 
branches, producers, distributors and 
exhibitor (whether major or indie) 
in view of the U. S. anti-trust suit, 
theatre divorcement troubles, civil 
suits, legislation of a.varied, dan- 
gerous character, etc. The exhibs 
are ostensibly just as avid for this 
success now as the distributors. 
Concessions 

Previously Warner Bros. had re- 
fused to consider the MPTOA 10- 
point program, assertedly on legal 
advice, and other distribs, regretting 
the WB stand, did not feel as duty- 
bound as at present to really do 
something about the trade practice 
situation. There were some conces- 
sions, including certain relief in 
connection with cancellations, score 
charges, etc., but those gains were 
minor compared to the prospects 
now in store, 

Distributor representatives of all 





companies met at the Hotel Astor’s 
Yacht Room Monday (17), at which 
Warner participation and the elec- 
tion of Sears to the negotiating com- 
mittee were voted. Sears attended 
this meeting for WB. Others were 
Kent and Herman Wobber (20th), 
Rodgers (M-G), Depinet (RKO), 
Montague (Col), Neil Agnew (Par), 
William Scully (U) and Paul Lazarus 
(UA). 

Although Par, UA and U are not 
represented on the distrib commit- 
tee, these companies will be kept 
well informed of progress that 1s 
made. Their final approval of steps 
taken will, of course, be necessary 
when the time comes for such action. 

Leo Spitz, who is stepping out of 
RKO as that company’s president, 
and Nicholas M. Schenck, president 
of Loew’s-MGM, are alternate chair- 
men of the distrib committee headed 
by Kent, 


















































Wednesday, October 19, 1938 OUTDOORS~-SPORTS VARIETY 55 is 
—— — nn = mn 4 
a 3 
PI RODEO RECEIPTS EQUAL if 
ays On broadway ool in| 
? i : 
LAST YEAR’S OPENING | 
HAMLET I Have Been Here Before gnndee_champlonenign et Madison | By Nat Kahn Ag 
‘ quare Garden fared very well dur-| o)’ ; attempt ? as 
D in th ts, sented : swami attempts to get back on tmouth-Harvard 
(Continued from page 48) Guild, N. ¥., Oct, 14, 3%, by Gilbert Miller; | ing the first two weeks of the meet, the victory track this Soul after Dartmouth 27; Harvard, 6. | ‘ 
: es sateen Sy Ea &. Priestley; staged by Lewis | attendance being reported on a par! 4 disastrous session last week. That alae : a 
Shakespeare is traditionally tough at ele WERE Scctccsocsssceos Eileen Beldon | With 1936. Last season business was| fordham-Oregon contest should be ; we agar et rh , 
office. | Sam Shipley .................Harry Rousby | away ahead of previous rodeos for Villanova is slightly stronger. ie 
the box oy Saaty eee y. peer the class of the east; look to Van- dha 333 
Present engagement has been an- OF iarrant versceccccccs_ Bie Portman |e frst half, patronage then drop-| gerpilt-Louisiana State in the south; ree ee 4 
nounced as limited to six or eight j Janet Ornmuind ............ Lydia Sherwood | ping precipitately. That was Was €X- | 175 C.-Stanford on the Coast: orth | Fordham will romp over the _ 
weeks, but it will probably be ex- Walter Ormund .......e000 Wilfrid a ee m4 gt — decline in the weulaie: « Titania  Tuitinn.. Wisconsin visitors. ae > 
oo ae , stoc ‘ ime. . Poa: “ t 
tended if business warrants. Idea, Last season one of the author’s| oak sae” Ren poll grossing and Notre Dame-Carnegie we the | The Regie TU tte Hole Eee test 
however, is to replace ‘Hamlet’ with | plays, “Time and The Conways,’ midwest for the day’s fireworks. ' 


‘Henry IV,’ which will be rehearsed | 


Ultimate for a short period. This newest work, | western games, could get $125,000 in 


|rentals during that period but the’ 


juring the current run. 
aim is to do ‘Hamlet,’ ‘Henry IV,’ 
‘King Richard II’ and another play 
in repertory. 

Although the production now runs 








themed with his fanciful ideas about 
time, attracted a specialized audience 


with another mystical theory on the 


age playgoer. 








same topic, figures to register simi-| 
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| session, 


larly. Much too quiet for the aver-| secutively 





$150,000 and upward during a 24-day | 
Garden, which sponsors the } 


arena is not usually tenanted con- 
and the rodeos have, 


{turned in goodly profits seasonally. 















































after having met a few 


| They’re the choice. 
Georgia-Holy Cross 
The Crusaders’ running attack is 
too much for the southerners. 


Northwestern-Illinois 


Here goes: error 


Arkansas-Santa Clara 

The Bronces should ride through | 

in a close one, though Arkansas ' 
might upset through the air. 
Auburn-Geergia Tech 








































































around twice the length of the usual Gilbert Miller appears to have! The Alabamans get the nod, though! Eeney, meeney, miney, mo—North- < 
show, it doesn’t seem long. Some| been altruistic in importing the | ° | the Engineers are traveling. | western. 
of the first act scenes, it is true, are | show from London, although it has| Neb Rep Goes Tenting 
leisurely ane eg ye te yr | a small cast and may not be a costly | m ‘ 
sion to slacken. u e entire first| experiment. Impression is that ‘I| . 
act builds a comprehensive and ab-| Have Been Here Before’ would As Showmanship Stunt Probable Football Winners P 
sorbing piste tae fa na ye yee stand a much better chance in a little A d P Oo. 
drama. nad most Of it 1s absorbin theatre, which probably could take | dd 
in Reelt. pee the Reming 9nd “‘- care of the managerial end. | Lincoln, Oct. 18. n roper ¥ S 
lows, which occur when Hamiet 1s Priestley sets his play in the sit- Borrowi show biz idea: 
oft the stage, are quickly enlivened | ting aie fa - Seeeth” duet ly of Ww. hee Oe ee (October 22) 
when he returns. North Yorkshire moor. For the , i eae TW ehilte | ee 
One thing is certain —* this | weekend there is a young headmas- hag sea cee mr MAY mane 
‘Hamlet.’ It establishes aurice | ter, come for relaxation, an exiled| 2. ats eres: oe y 
Evans as one of the foremost ee German metaphysician and a mar- oe twice Br scigqpandt . office | aiidiemeninictalaaal 
spearean actors in stage annals and /| ried couple. Janet Ormund is much | S!2ce , Is pulling out his Own | . . 
one of the finest players of his time. | younger than her hard working, hard| circus. Will try to play each one of | hogy on bls ae 
Although he played ag Bo part | drinking, wealthy husband, Walter.| the counties (there are 25) in his | Sees a on am Settee eee eees a ee “as 
in an uncut version in ndon sev-/| That is apparent at their entrance. | district. i uburn-Georgia Tech ............. MEME 6 5. 5 08b5 0 4A00 0 tines /§ 
eral seasons ago, and has already But Dr. Gortler is aware of that} It’s mostly home talent, with a Texas A&M-Bayler ............... Baylor ...ccceececccccsevees 7-5 
been acclaimed in New York for his| event before he meets the Ormunds. | cast of four women and a man, be- || Boston Cellege-Temple ........... TOMO oc. ccc ec cet ccccucss Even 
Romeo to Katharine Cornell’s Juliet,| Having lost his wife and suffered} <iqo, Binderup. Each precinct in || Califernia-Washington EIR TER Ne BE 2/1 
as the Dauphin in her ‘Saint Joan,’ | much has not turned him into a bit- th ‘ : oe il Ca ie Tech-Notre Dame Netre Bame 1/5 
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as Napoleon in ‘St. Helena,’ and 3g nd old —. for he is a philosopher. the batade, tnd the demneceetik Con Centenary-Mississippi Missi pi °/} 
the electrifying ‘King Richard II,’ e professor looks about the place ade, a4 7 ssippl .....+-- ++. eeeee 
' : ; : 3/1 
nothing he has ever done on Broad-| with the idea that he had been there | tral committee in each county must Chicago-Ohio State ............... Ohio State «.......--.-.05+5 7 
way compares with this. It is a vir- | before, theoretically, and senses what} dig for $100 besides paying, or ar- | Colgate-lowa .............sseseeuee Colgate ........cceeeceeevene 4/5 
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the seteeh scenes. His quiet play- | which the author believes is the evo- Detroit, Oct. 18. Georgia-Holy Cross ............... HO@hy ‘Crees... e ccs csccccces 9/5 | 
ing of the early scenes loses none of “ of ee ey mee As part of a drive to bring 194C Northwestern-Illinois .............. Northwestern .........+++++0 a as 
their pregnancy, but builds up to iver’ Farrant, e schoolmaster, : : Z Kansas State-Indiana ............. PL. cc cue te bons Seanenue / 
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Thus, while the famed ‘to be or not | other irresistably, just as Dr. Gortler g ppo . 5/8 
, . more committees to prepare formal Vanderbilt-Louisiana State Louisiana State ..........-. / 
to Se ER oe 2 Meee) Se i co He haa y mrrodr invitations, etc., for the une New || Syracuse-Michigan State Michigan State -- 5/8 
pointing, the reason for its playing | Coming e inn. He had jo . », CXC., ZOE Wiidiade Yet orca te yes age eR Rata a roe «apa al RE 8/5 
that way is immediately afterward | down the coming events, almost to| committees, including about 50 per- Princeteon-Navy .............-se00. eee Cre Cre Tee / 
apparent in one of the truly mag-| the very names of those present, but | sons, are highlighted by town’s big- Oklahoma-Nebraska .............. CT OEE Te Pee eee Even 
nificent scenes of the play, the ‘get | the story does not end in scandal. | wiggies, Washington State-Oregon State ...Oregonm State .....°.......... Even 
thee to a nunnery’ one with Ophelia. |, Instead, the professor convinces} | ocalites are cheered by favorable Ce, We ons cece Se. 6. as 3/1 
Likewise his playing of the main | the husband that it would be of NO! reaction obtained from an informal Wisconsin-Purdue .............565. WOON © o's od dew Senet sare Even 
scene with Polonius, Rosencrantz | US¢ for him to suicide. And the wife); 91:14; ted U. S. Ol ‘ Rice-Texas MEE nn dcscéednkeascvanta 2/1 
and Guilderstern and the closet | gets the picture from Gortler that | imvi ation presen ‘. : ympic |} Rice-Texas ..... 1.2.5.6 - cece ee ee MRMOO occ e eee n seen ceenee 
scene with the Queen are both stun- | her life with the young man will committee and Avery Brundage. U. S. C.-Stanford .............005: UW. B. Cn. cccscceerssdedsone 6/5 
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Inspired as is Evans’ piness shou she leave her hus-|on Detroit’s ability to entertain visit- we : } 
eee a8 tele emeeetind parry apm band. Then comes a switch, with| ing athletes, (Predictions Based on Fair Weather) ! 
parable. Mady Christians is an | Ormund bidding Janet to rejoin him He 
enormously convincing Queen, and she expressing joy for the first C. t ’ S t Texas A&M-Bayloer Kansas State-Indiana i 
through her subdued early scenes | me in their wedded life. That comes runters qua Baylor is the team Texas Christian| A good Kansas State offense i} 
and rising to a crescendo in the | {i/¢T the doctor explains thee thon Atlanta, Oct. 18, | will have to beat for the southwest | against a strong Indiana defense, but af 
her speech lapses into traces of Teu. | Circles. There are the innkeeper and| _Six grunt. 'n’ groaners, Rudy | title mae yg ee i 
tonic accent, but generally she gives | his widowed daughter, who seem to Strongberg, Tiny Morgan, Billy Bar- Boston College-Temple N. ¥. U.-Lafaye ¥ 
a lustrous performance. In her first | “t into the proceedings, she being tush, Joe Marsh, Fred Cantone and| Temple is moving. The Violets will reverse the La- t 
few moments opening night Kath- | SUSPicious and resentful of the dour | Ben Stein, staged sitdown strike last California- Washington fayette victory of last year. is 
erine Locke seemed painfully ner- ay ger $ iy , * week when Promoter Virgil Warren| The Bears are on their way to Vanderbilt-Louisiana State id 
vous and constrained. But having | 49; ‘t P a -- zs - Pg Foo sn II, of Warren Arena, refused their | their second straight Rose Bowl. La. State, though the underdcg. 44 
ptrer ag _ egg og shames some dialects not helping, either. te sags for guarantee before they'd Carnegie Tech-Notre Dame Syracuse-Michigan State it 
eily 8 8 Pail » P yi Wilfrid Lawson cxhibits a change of | ™@SS!¢- , The Pittsburghers should extend Syracuse is due for a letdown after 
ahaehiae or teat ee pace with a character like Ormund| Warren, who said grapplers pre-| the Irish, but Elmer Layden is| ast week’s surprise victory over { 
ge ieeaaea sein ane sivind an | that rightfully tops the performance. viously had worked for percentage | cracking the whip. Cornell. f 
agonizing seitect ome 0m thee nek tae —— age ot plays om Sgr of gate, called off show and refunded Centenary - Mississippi Princeton-Navy ie 
exile wi etermination. seem money to sizeable crowd of cash cus- i , i mn : : : 
: meithough throttled opening night| ‘hat most of the lines were his.| tomers. tier -trat Ole Mies guts toe FE eee | 
by a et which at itenae aie him — = "t — deen ny Mp the| State and City Wrestling Commis- shies » teil paren ~s “ Oklahoma-Nebraska Hy 
) almost inaudible, George Graham cent sounds Slavic. “Lydia Sherwood sions promptly slapped suspensions Chicago-Ohio State Vee. be! i 
even -¥~ that sg ogy Monge or as the unhappy wife, and Eric Port- | UPO" recalcitrant matmen. This is a conference game and Washington State-Oregon State fe 
| << oi erin sent = Polasiue’ In. man, as the teacher, are the younger should be closer than one might ex-| Oregon State in a close one. f 
stead of a mere sketchy outline, the element in the cast. Ibee. CIRCUS ROUTES pect. It’s Ohio State. SHS “Pittsburgh — 
part in his hands becomes a superb ‘ : Week of October 24 _ Colgate-lowa One rousing vote for Pitt. ‘ i 
characterization, at once stupid yet Those Circus Humorists Barnes-Selis-Flote The trip might take something out Wisconsin-Purdue “ee 
Prwcnigever” on wibgeadehypacr Alar a A Atlanta, Oct. 18. | x dlemphis, Tenn., 23-24; Jackson, 25; a os ay a but Hal Lube, wie a ts tere lee 
ing, irritati ° : : : Nashville, 26; Chattanooga, 27; Knox-|et al., are favored. . 
the King, Henry Edwards also is ‘Why wait? Wait for what? Don't ; ville, 28; Johnson City, 29. Col bia-Penn Rice-Texas 
forthright and_ lucid. , Without de-| be deceived by tricky and mis-| Columbia loaka to phos out of the Rice gains its first victory of the 
a from Claudius we om leading advertising. Thus read slump in a slam-bang affair. season. 
_ es i a man hoe a - ,advs. of Robbins Circus in Atlanta, | Selznick-Schaefer Penn State-Cornell U.S.C.-Stanferd 
é Rhys Tienes te canted ok Oe oem of wane po Panencnigh 3 ee | Cornell is ripping mad after that The Trojans are On their way. 
Player King and Whitford Kane . - od : Syracuse defeat and should take it Idahe-U.C.L.A. 
scores as the First Gravedigger. Only | S¢lls-Floto, due here Nov. 7-8, with | (Continued from page 3) out on the Pennsylvanians. The Uclans in a tough game. 
e outright disappointing performances placards admonishing public to ‘Wait | . i : he, capa calle ace: : ; ; Fae: 
are Donald Randolph’s unnecessarily | for the Big Show. , cussion to bring him into RKO, | . 
; foloriess Horatio, Sydney Smith’s| Robbins outfit, which played here | David O. ee is mentioned as | Grace Hanneford Hurt ” 
| umbling Laertes and Augustin Dun- | Monday and Tuesday (17-18), stated | possible production head for the near ¥ 
, can’s sing-song Ghost. AS in its ads: ‘The Ringling Bros. &| future. One report was that a part TO BUILD HIPP SHOWS 
Fully a match even for Evans’ in- | Barnum and Bailey Circus officially | of the deal to bring in Schaefer as Hollywood, Oct. 18. ; 
. re rye is ‘e ——— — closed its season on June 29, at| president involved naming Selznick| Grace Hanneford, circus rider, and : 
+ der hee ean intent pa “left aan Scranton, Pa., and returned to win-| producing chief. That could come | the wife of ‘Poodles’ Hanneford, was Piston, who is accredited to be the 5 
nh the play is crystal clear, the produc- | ter quarters. Consequently it posi-| later, RKO having previously been | injured when hit by a motor car|topper among jai alai cracks, is out ¢ 
. tion always fluent and the inflections | tively will not exhibit in Atlanta this | mentioned as possibly swinging a| Sunday (16) near Los Angeles. of the line-up at the Hippodrome, 3 
- of the drama marvelously expres- | year.’ deal with Selznick. Latter has two| Her condition is not serious. N. Y., having planed to Havana to z 
4 sive. Without ever permitting the| Prominently displayed in space pictures yet to deliver to United Art- ae meet his parents, who arrived from t 
@ Playing to impede the play, she has | pought by Barnes Sells-Floto was|ists under his old contract and ARK. LIVESTOCK SHOW Spain on a first visit to this side. He 
, mos ne to keep the drama ani-| cyt under word ‘presenting’ reading | stated that there are no present | is under contract te Cuban promoters j 
), . ee Mag se a poe ero — ‘Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey | negotiations to renew with Selznick, | who are rebuilding a fronton, and a 
, fect and h built the “ li sabia to | Stupendous New Features. though there has been considerable | BEATS OUT SELLS-FLOTO may return to the Hipp. € 
is a iremieadous pitch The ‘inal Suet | cond —_— talking concerning that step during | With the Guillermo, who is rated i 
Scene alone is a masterpiece of stag- | CHARLOTTE’S BLACK recent months. runner-up to Piston, having a con- tb 
rt ing that captures the wild turmoil | Charlotte, N. C., Oct. 18. Selznick has completed ‘Young in | Pine Bluff, Ark., Oct. 18. | tract for not more than three 25- : 
on of the interrelated action and proj- | d pers t. Heart’ for UA and still has to make| Arkansas Live Stock Association | point games per week, the contesis Fa 
t ects it j “0 . Two hundred thousand persons a p » : eae e 
Dat ante vividly theatrical terms. | t.nded the 1938 Charlotte Agricul- | ‘Made for Each Other.’ He should | of Little Rock in its effort to curb | are frequently sans the standouts. v8 
- ee Ffolkes’ settings are hand- | tural Fair. / have the latter turned out before the all opposition to its live stock show | However, exciting games are not in- ¥ 
s Without boramatically compellin,| Premiums totaling $6,000 were end of the year and, if not renewing | to be held in Little Rock had the | frequent, although it is still believed i 
¥ scenery ane tone ‘ ce — [paid the prize-winning exhibitors _with UA on basis he and Jock Whit- city of Little Rock refused a license | that too many cards are scheduled te 
Providine a very of stage levels before the exhibits left the grounds. | ney desire, would naturally be free | to Barnes, Sells-Flote Circus to show | weekly. Matinees continue to he tne \ 
. and ample plavin » Hi - | Avet ti in the th -ears to discuss deals elsewhere. Schaefer | there on Oct. 22. weakest attended, but the manage- oe 
aying space. His cos-| For the first time in the three years | : : | : . : at 
it tumes also ingeniously combine dec- | the fair has been in operation, no | and Selznick are very friendly, lead-| The live stock show will not be-! ment is holding to the schedule. Sa 
“% Crative beautv with workmanlike | jega] difficulties were encountered, ing further to the belief the former gin until Nov. 8, and the circus peo-| Richard Berenson, the jai alai im- - 
d ia todos All in op ag ire ne not a single complaint was filed, and | might be very interested in having ple say they will fill their date billed, presario, is angling for a bunch of 
> : ubi Vv one o e eatrica . Selznick-Internationai 





landmarks of our time. And. inci- 
entally, a whale of a show. Hobe. 


none of the shows or concessions was 
closed for any cause. 


pany. 


city limits. 


in his com- even if they have to show outside of | highly touted Mexican players to 


| strengthen the player list. 
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Warner Bros. for helping us establish an ALL TIME 
BOX OFFICE RECORD at the Stanley Theatre, 











| “7 


pF Chanks. ¢¢ to the thousands of 


Ke i : Detroiters and the management of the Michigan 
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